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WORDE are tricky: We would hawve them as serwants, but they will not be slaves,
and somebimes they beoomes our masters, and never is this mere evidemt than

when statement about the Bwerglades ls undertalsn, where ever and over again

the impish quality of words shows itself, Using werds, man invented speech,

and long ngo it wes oharged that men employ speseh only to conseal thelr
thoughts,; which 1is shown o be inaccurate in the mmber of instances in
which words are nsed to conceal the lack of thought, We attempt to domestl-
gaks the sowsds svoload by the expariences of animals, to tame them and male
of them words with whigh to elieit infommation or sommmiente the degrees of
our emotions) we would marshal them into sentendes, ints rows and renks, and
have them mareh and twn and go through the manual of arms, but they are
rebellisus, and they mutiny, and disperse. Put werds are man's creatures amd
they return to him, sometimes slemefnoed and sometimes bragen, and man ro-
oleves them, for he must hawe them, but they are never the snme as bellore in
suseessful insurrection they learned thelr power.

Maraell said that men are governsed with words, but Jolm Seldom,
whe lived a esmbury before, was more right when he said "eyllables govern the
warld". In the Elizabethem period a writer regreted timt words had Leoome
sarrupted sinee Chawesr's time though we may be sure Chauser 4id not alwnys
find then pure. He put words through a Foutlne-=he had them lle down and  play
dend, and Jusp through & hoop, and stand on thelr hind legs, tut ddd they
always do as he would have them do? We eannet lmow; we take what we find.

We write of the Everglades, and at the outset there is n question:
Is it singular or plural, was there one glade or more? It iff a word or a

term, and we wollld use 1t, make of 1t a serwnt, but we mist be temder with




it leat it tuwrn and bite us or otherwise plague us.: Very early it was necessary
to try to conquer Wy by dividing end by saying "Upper Glades", "Middle Flades®
and "Lower Glades" snd thus weakendng it, but in so dolng we weakem the serwvent
we would have do heavy labors The impish thing grins at us and challenges us
to identify it =-is it a region or a conditient?
The first lnewn use of the term "Everglades® 1is
Florida (15823) and is eited in the [Motionary of American English currently
h;:ln.;; published by the University of Chlo: Fress. A map of Florida compiled
by an English geographer for the British govermment and dated 1821 does mot .
show the Everglades.The Wk Afceua To boes ru;i:‘t:;j;?.ﬁiﬁ:_ﬂ'ﬁ‘r
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An early spelling was "glad" and it meant bright, shining. "Glade

in a gemse now obsolete except in poeiry :;em?i "a olear place in the aky, a
bright streak or patch of light". Derived frem Anglo-Saxen and Igelandic lan=-
guages, used by pecples in lands where bright vaters were seen at some sensons
of the year and smow and ioce at another, glade was assoeiated with water ln
any of its several forms., Tiw glade was always a treeless plain and the poets
dserimisnted betreen "hill and glade": Alexander Fope in his memorisal to An
Unfortunnte Lady asks

What beckoning ghost along the moonlight shade
Invites my steps, and points to yonder glade?

and seemingly got no more answer than did Dem Jomsen, voriting the Elegy on
the Lady Jane Powlet:

That gentle ghoesd , besprent with April dew,
Hails me 2o solemnly to younder yew?

the MErriams" Webster's New International Dlctlonary defines Ever-

glades (singular) as: "A swemp or low traect of land imundated with water and

. terspersed with lhuomocks or small islands and patches ﬂthlfglh Frass)

AL

eldefly uuudﬁ‘tha Everglades', a great traot of this nature in Florida.”




Whatever the epelling, capitanlization, deriwmtion, area and nature
adopted for “the Everglades™ they must be erbitrary and used as a matter of
sonvenkéncs to epress the thought thet is belng commmionted nt the poment,
somdtines inwolving n contradiction which howewer ls reconciled in the pemaral
viey,

he word "Olkecahobee™ does not scenr in Webster's Jf.:.:‘::".f‘::.l'.]':,.' until
m ag in the latest edition (Merrimms') it is in the gasateer

It is assumed o be a "Creek Indian™ word. But "Oreek Imndisns™ 4is n
term of geography, not a term of ethmelogy; the Corelina colimists settled
at Charleston in 1670 ealled the aboriginees Ly that name bessuse they lived

on oreaks, and oreek merns (or meant to these English settlers) bays and ine

lets of the sea ng wall a8 streama inland, There were dezens of tribes in the

Boutheast, some mative and some of the then newly-come Muskhopenn tribes, and

not all speaking the some towth, Then Captein Tobias Fitoh want on o mlssion
to the Indians in the oreek courtry in 1736, recorded in his Jouwrnall (sie),
he held a gowmiedil with the "Okeecholys", presumbly a tribe of Muskhogesn
stock: Ar the laloe to wideh thiz mame was applied wna also knovm in 1836 as
that 1t got the proeemt

!

"lake Maynon or Lake Okeschobea™ it con Le sconjectured

appelation efter 1B35, when the Indians ].'El;ﬁ'lt.&f_‘ gowtinmrd in that year,
A,
Baval

Hamiiton Lisston's drninage company had comstruoted 8, con ection in 1882 be=

teu:*."ful- osrimtohee s=wmer and “elke Okeeclhobee, and articles in farper's MHag=

azine and other periodicals os viell a8 Jshi-petleegdetterrhysmld (1 0gomiin-

tion of reports of develom *.u]-.'L;'l-‘_r.Ju{;Z-t*. the word "I;_l:'m.*.ﬁ.;;..;;.1.-:-:.~" into goneral use,
displacing the old term "Lake Haymca®, acecounting for its inclusion in the
dlotionary edition of 15884 and mot belores

Origin and first use of the word to desoribe the river on the west

side of the big lake is obsoured by the letter'r" whioh is a troublesome mesber




in other instances. Is it "Carlecsahetchee” or "Celocsalmtehee™--or is it
important? Thers were Indians called "Calces" or "Caloocsa®; and there was a
Eing Charles of Spain whose nane wns rendered as "Carles”, and the guestion

is whether the mame of the river is derived from the one or the other. In the
adoption of the present form the aborigines won over the Spanish king. The
persisting error tiat the words "Huscogee” and "oreek" nre absolute equiwnlents,
despite the faot tlnt the !uscogees were but one division of the inhmbitants

of the eurly Southenst, leads to the statement so often printed tlat "latohee”
is n Muscogee word, which it is not. Indiens of & common linguistie stock

)
the Bucheesy Geueral Thomas §. Woodward, the Geergian part-Indian who deli: inte

living q‘u:. the area of the Colony of Carolina in 1660 were the Sewonakas and
such matters (and is mot disputed by the auther of Flokett's History of Ala=-
bame), says the Soveuah river wos originally the Ei:‘m'..:!:'.-'.mis’;hﬂ = the latter
gyllables meaning river, as Savannah 1s derived :"m:.*.sw, YWhet is now the
Chnttahoochioe river wns the Buchee=hatohee in the time of Willlan Bartram of
The Travels of Williem DPertrosmy these and other outhorities esteblish it suf-
fisiently definitely that "hatchee" 1s the Sewoualka-Euches word for riveryend
as these were native (non-lMuscogee) tribes, it is evident that "hatcohee" is
not a Mescogee word. The Buchees, with whom were remnents of the Sewonains,
fled to Spanish Florida after ‘i.'i-'r.'.l.l.'m-‘.‘l'aﬂﬂﬂﬂ uprising that was 1ed Ly Brims of

Coweotn in 1716 ﬁ";m‘: dowm by Oovernor Craven and jolned with the groups

)
whioh in the aggregate were kuovm as “Semxinoles”, ',ia:ti'ﬁlmm maiptained thelr
tribal organization in Floride and in Iundian Territery te which they were

removed in the 1842 peried. They were among the Indians enptured or surrendered

Hae
pear Fort Jupiter in 1838; s certain stream In that E.t'ﬁﬂ,&:*ﬂ'.: the name Smen of

Loxnlmtohee, from whioh it may be conjectured that "hatelice" is sufficient and

the word river need not be added--the Cnlcosaletelice iz the Caloos river.




Dovn the wlley of the Eissloees came the Indisns pursuwed by Colonesl
Zaohary Taylor in 1836-T, and the lively fancy of the Cracker cow-hunters has
invented fantartle stories of the oripin and meaning of "Kissimmee". One of
that of the esbarrassed but delighted Indian mailden whe, having

r, rushed to her mother with the report that "he des a me", a
version oo plemsing to Juvenile minds thet 1% slould not be upset with a correet
vorsion.

In folk lore the Indiens were "Seminoles". There were Seminoles among
the bands of Muscogpees, Buchees, Mltohdtces and sther Indisns, for the Ssninoles
-he elmaroons, of DAFocnB--runiemy slaves or doscandants of fugitive slaves;
ng the Ipdiens mere recaloitreamts, as were the nmeprocs and the alf-breeds,
"Beminole™ was a tarm of reproach, san prprobrium, the lazy intellects of
¥ avenging vhites applicd o nll of them the all-mbrecing word "Seminole”.
Thie 4ig an instance of the tricdcs that words play on men vho would malke slaves
of words instead of cooperntive servwants, The offisinls of the Territery of
Florida, impatient at the lingering of the Indians who held lends and negroes
the whites wnted, made a troaty with a miscellanesus group whe come in te
drink the widskey that was tendered, and vere as amazed as they were enraged
vhen they found Indlans who refused oclnssifieation as "Ceminoles™; if the treaty

M

we wi'h "Bexinoles” it woe not binding on Indians wiw Imew themscives to be

lfuscogees or Euclhees, or Hitchitees, or Apalnochees or Choctaws and they recsisted

the enforoesent of the treaty, leaving obserwnoe of the doowment to such ns

falt themselves bound by it. An old formula had Leen "The only good Indien is a
dend Indian™; the new formala wms "All Indians are Geminoles and the only good
Indian iz & dend Beninele™. 8o the Seminolea oame dowm the Eissimnes and o

tiwe Loxnhatchee and the Caloosnlmbtohec, to the lake they called Okeeelobee and

to the land of the grassy waters,; Prlajyokoe.




From the cirowmstance of the Florida Indian war came suorveys of
publis dereing this was the pattern established in the Ohie country and on
the Cumberlamd and along the lower Misslsslmp ‘1335 in what had alrendy
besome Dade county General Thomas 8. Jesup, u;nr'nrmrlﬂ:r of the foroes of the
Thited Stantea, wrote to the Beoretrry of VWar a retommendation that the pursudt
af the Indians be abandoned, for of that region, now embraced in Falm ﬁ-ﬂnnh
sounty, we lmow as lttle, he snid, as we do of the imterior of China or Afrioa.
Four years later (1842) President Tyler 4id have the pursult abendoned, and
the troops were withdresm, and although there had been confliet between the

Federal and Territerial anthoritiecs ns to the conduet of the war, the Territerial

offioinle protested bitterly agninst the frontier bedng left undefended by the

withdrewnl of the Regular r.r_-.:,r.-_"';‘"' Drmes Oeewpatu Aok ¢ LT &4 red- M
fov The Rawasial ot-The Crosp o 1e Roquion firomesy -
Tn 1845 Florida was adsdtted to Stotehood. lanyr, gnld ood-mng, congld-

el
ﬂi‘ﬂ’;lﬁ.ﬂ}‘;:r::-'q-;ht thds about; Congreos had been *eﬂﬂil-‘::'t by the Florida war

Gy Wodoim dapratodins —

and by the claims of the plantation ewners about runsway E]nﬂ!": let Florlda
have statehood and attend 4o its om business. Dut in Florida was the Ever-
glades=-in 1923 by Turner's map the Everglades had a looal habitation and o
name, and the title vas in the Pederal governmémt, and the region was held by
the Indians and the seminoles; still in 1846 the region was as Jesup had de-
saribed it, as wimowm as the interior of Chima, and the Legislature by res=-

Eihe adoption of measures

olution of December 10, 1345, recommended to Congrosos
for reclanation of the '::vur,;lr.-;]-:n". Significantly the resslution was transmitted
[~ 0
sver the sitmature of James 7. Archer, seoretsry of ﬂ“.‘-"-.".'ﬂ; e e S
Pl pen I{.-
much similar to tlhds ws t!1nﬁ¢.-m who about that time e brought a boatload
af negroes to the Mammtee river for sale as slaves, as related in Llly B.

MeDuffeyr's "The Lures of the Hnnatee".




The Legislature recommended that measures be adopted for reclaiming
the Everglades? Ah, reclamation? Reoclamation--, yes, reclamation, ah huh.Could
it be dona?! Congress might do it if it lmew more about it, so Senator Jomes D.
Tu'uatmté'iw;m had had to do with survey matters, asked HiF Secretary of the
ﬁ-m-wg% secretary of the treasury beenuse the treaswy might be salled upen
to furnish the gponey) to send an agent to make a reconnoissance of the regiom
and nﬂ:f';"upart as to the practicability of the work, to be laid befeore Con-
gress at the next sessions The politiclans of those days had the "lmow=-how" of
such matters; the machinery had boen set up, ond Buckinglem Saith, a Florida
man, a resident of &t. Augustine, was appointed to male the rm::nmianﬁmg, and
he did make it, Vestoott's ruquaﬂ:‘fm.n made May 11, 1847; that was the earlisst
practicable time after the Flerida I,H'.L&gillntm'u resolution of Deccuber 10,
1845, Lut aetion mot hawving been obtained in 1847, the Leglslature in Janmry
15848 remwed its request, with addition: "That Congress be requested to grant te
this State all of said lands lying south of Carloosa Hatchee River (sie) and
the porthern shore of Lalke (keeclwbes, and between the Gulfl of Mexioe and the
Atlantie Coean, on sondition that the State will drain them + «+ +". (EREEEIK
P R e

8o "reclmmmtion” wms te be by drainage? Ah, drainage--ahf

There is no blography offldeiets Jomes U, Westoott, Jr., in book form,
and 1t is not kmowe if there is one in manusoript, Lut the record shows that
he was an able men, smnd tribute should be paid to his thorougimess. e pre=
pared his case whll. During 1847 he commmicated with many persons about the

Everglades—=he semms not to have missed any who had any infermaticll about the

region and who wns willing to put h.'i.nﬂih on record, and he put the material e T

of Buclingham Smith, his fellow oditizen. Seoretary Walker was

fully cooperative; he sow to it that a ship and crew and smple provisions were




at Smith's {isposal, and the "Report of Buekingham Smith, Esgs, on His Reconnois-
sance of the Bverglades (1848)" was transmitted to Seeretary Valker under date
of June 1, 1848, The Appendix to the Dueklnghesm S8mith roport included an ax=
tract from the report of Colomel R. Butler, surveyor pencral of Florida, in 18473
6 letter from CGeneral James Gadsden of South Carolina, wiw bad asslisted the
Florida Territorial governoent and the Federal govermment in Indlian affeirs; and
many other letters on the subjeot and all of the smme impert:=- that the reoclama-
tion of the Bverglades was desirable, that 1t was practicable, and that it
would serve national intercst 4o a high degroo.

it vms a good job of coarpentering and Joining = everrthivg was made to
dovetail, The highest loonl and immediate thing was to deprive the runawny

negro slaves of a r e=-=that would be anccomplished Ly oponing up their hiding

plawn’ and depriving them of a place of refuge by glvlog the Btate title to

the area and permltting the exerclse of' the State's polise powers without inter=-
b o sl
ference from the Federal govermment. It would produce messe Lorritery, for expan-
plon of the pleantation system and the use of slaves and obvinte the need of
mdgration by planters 0 Texes and Californie, It would relleve Congress of the
importunitics of the Florida Legislature and the problem of deoision as to the
disposition of m large section of public dommin -- mechanies, fnru laborers and
sopll ferpers were clamoring for a Federnl homestend lew, o pregram recisted
gince the fowmdation of the Hepublie by the cheampions of the poliey of keeping
the *.-r-:-:~1::|_::,-_-,1 class poor and dependent. (It wes not wntil Linecln's aduinistra-
tion that ijfhtimml Homestend Lew wns enacted), DMaposal to Florida of the
Everglades would assist the respowal of the Lndians and reduce the hasard of
another Indian war wlth a ocost that was a natdonal semndal, And if Flerlda
oould get a large slice of public domain, so eould other states. Very potent

wne the statement Ly General Jesup tlhat exesution of the propesal would “pro-




teet us from the influemee of the polioy adopted in the BEritish Islands™, o
hint made more clear Ly the statement of Colonel (later Gemeral) Willism &,
Harney that a8 "ouwr coast in south Florlda is now extremely exposed in time of
WAr , . 5 it would tend to the sescurity of the entire southwern portion o the
United States in an eminent degree".Populating southern Florida would proteect
it and afford seourity to the whole sommerce of the western sountry pussing
alon; its shores == this was Harney's appesal to the interest of the western
states,; as there was reminder to the southern states that peopling southern
Florida would be the erection of a cordon agnlnat the free slaves of the West
Indies who were attempting to incite alave Insurrections.

Bo the bill to sede the wet and overfleow lands pasged, Tricky words
again, It was not only the Everglades or the pertion of "them" desoribed in the
resolttion of the Florida Legislature of Junuary 6, 1848 == "the lands south
of the Taloocsalatohee” = it was the wet and overflow lands in o much larger area.
The lands were to Le reclaimed Ly draimage. That reclamation could be prevenbted
by drainage--that resources could bLe destroyed Ly draimmge, did mot ocour to

mmyone, but Benator Westecott had discharged with celerity and therouglmess the

tosk nssigned him: And the lmps in words had had their fun. Florida was charged

with the duty of reslaiming thw Everglades and populating it for mational

seourity and aid to the comserce of the west.




