CHAFTER IV
THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

rox 1. LEGAL STATUS OF THE SEMINGI

The State of Florida recornized the Seminole in the Constitetion
of 1868, Arficle XVI1:
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In the constitution adopted by the convention of 15885 the Seminole
19 ot mentioned, The Indian of those davs was as likely to exercize
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down with a rattlesnake. In an effort to determine the atatus of the
Indian in Florida law at the present time, I asked thi attorney gen ril
for an authoritative statement. He replied under date of September
15, 1930, as follows:
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In a letter dated November 27, 1930, 1 put the followine '|':|--Ii|-."|
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juestion the attorney oty ral |"'|'|i"'I on November 20,
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On Auguzst 30, 1930, 1 wrote the otate game cOMIMIESIoNer a5
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In reaponse Lo & Tequast :-l-'.' COpYy Of CIe Z'.ll'll"ll_'-
' o preceding letter, 1 reecived the following, dated

September 19, 1930
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The ruling of the attorney general mentioned follows:
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) Reeder placed my letter befors the city commissioners.
r attitude 18 suiliciently indicated in the foregoing clipping from
the Miami Herald. At o later hearine before the commmssion, Mrs,
> Hicks Allen, president of the Miami Women's Club, headed a dals
gatlion ol women who added ther protest ::_'_'hil:*-’. these |:'::I' o5, LTha
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In a society which draws the color line, it is highly interesting to
note the position of the Indian, who, so far as epidermal pigmenta-
tion moes, 183 frequently darker than many olassified a5 negross, The
Seminole 18 & “white man.' He can travel on the railroad in coaches
reserved for whites. He enters hotels and eats at the same table
with whites, He 18 admitted to white wards in local hospitals,
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Launderdale and Indian Town,
the laws of Florida specify that only white children may

atfend the white schools, the mtent was clearly to separate white
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and neero children: there was no intent to discnmmnate agamst the
[ndign. he was entirely overlooked Laptain Spencer writes on this
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The habitat of the bulk of the Seminolez in Florida is one «
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mysteries by a curious and Catholi FTOup Urackera: erooks who shoot

s hogs; murderers. and misgionaries; pame wardens amd sheriffs:
SLOTeEOEDETS 1N Immokalee, fur b IYers, Lrappers, huntes 2° rich Wonen
whose hearts yearn to remove the barbs from the saw grass: census
ts, congressional committees, investigators.
ng more impress upon the Seminole than all of these combined,
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SECTION 4. LIGQUOR
" 18 the twentieth century name for a breed of vermin
that has been .-u_'.--I|-'||:|‘.||':||'._'.' debauching the Indian sinees 1402,
Viewing the _iIIi'_':'l[ to which the Seminole has been reduced through
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originally his forefathers recognized liquor as their arch enemy.
The Travels of William Bartram is the ba :il‘--‘--ii_’-lt:illll extant :.l'
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Floruda just pre vious to the American Revolution.
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