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v THE PHYSICAL ENMVIRONMENT
SECTION 1. NaTUurarL REearons
i = seminoles in Florida range from the headwaters of the St. Johns to
; L ' Lape Sable, 180 miles from north to south

il EVERGLADES

The core of this rerion 1= the Everrlades, & marsh about the size of
1

Connecticut, 40 miles wide by 140 long, extending 1n majestic sweep

iromy the Iil":'i ihi ].'I'\.' |:|:.-'- :'i.l'illl' o Lhe F.;__'.' |||. I I:II'_-.I.I fandd _|;|-
T Lk mi"lli-::!|=! i-.l!:'l- l|"|| .---||||',;,|'E|-- |-':' ',||i-. :-:'_'i|||| are ot
|-'.|'!'.'-"'.'-|:-'|'l' I!-'|i! II bt L5 :|::|:|!||'|E El_‘-' L |'.;-||'i|';, |:i|'||!-l'_:5-.':||
Survey it embraces approximately 3,000,000 acres

The northers nd of this region 12 o ahiallow gaucer 35 miles aeross
oocupled by the second largest lake in the United States, Okecchoben.
Five canals now connect Okecehobe with the Atlantie on the tast:
the Caloosahatchee River connects it with the Gulf,

In spite o thiz tremend [

dous diversion of WL LT \.'.I;'_|'|| '-||;||||-|':l.'

-|'!:|||! Ovsl” LRI DDTLEND O3] Ii.-' SAUCET 1IN '|||- Wik SRRSO, '|||-|| 12 an out-
pounng at theé southern end of the |':'.-'I'::'!::l.||- I|.|'||:::_"| siroams
emptying into the Bay of Florida as well as through the Shark, the
Harney, Rodgers, and

| II:;.'.l'l"- ahavoe |;I'.|II' :"'::!::.l :-:;l.;|-
accounted for by precipitation. The whole
reeton 18 underlaid |-_1.' |i'|||--:-'-r-'_ and mueh of the w ater of the
Fverglades must be atiriboted to subicrranean WIS,

There 13 no configuration to the surface of the Everelades: it is as
||:|'. s !|:-' -'I|:'.|||- -lf | orean on A& calm |i-|_'-, .'L:| ascent of 18 r"l-f
Irom sea level '.-i:| :-!'i.’ o one Lo ['||-_|'|'-'|||.:'u_- ¥,

In the -I!IE-'I'. norther L, |-.-|': Ol LRSS ool 'l!:-il:. the Pliocene shell

- - - -I .
mar] and limestone are overlaid bv s1x or ecirht feel of prealy muck.
I"his I:-.'|-I|' of muck 15 the bhasis o ocnl setilers I:I-II"._"III-|::I|'_' ihie
ik 1

Upper Glades™ from the “*Lower Glades. " for in the =so {1
|:mlinr' i ::I._'.l'."l\.|| |'!-.'I-II'I'|':II' IMEesLone crops out At the surface or 18

l"l'-'!'.'l\.il I i VB '-II!_I:l-'..'| |,i|'::l|-||||'\-!'_ |.[ muck

The most characteristic '-'|:|'!|-.IE--'| ol the v Ly ades 18 saw EFTASS,
a sedee with leaves 6 or 7 feet |I-|::_'_ cdged with teeth |'.-|_;|:||:-;|,' of
tearing & man and his clothing to tatters. In the |_'|||..-|-|f;__-|.1|-¢_ sS4y
for half the distanes between Okeschobea and the Bay of Florda,
this plant occupies such extensive aress that the Seminoles rarely

r

attempt to cross. The Lower Glades are dotted with hammocks
-:-|!I.-|||||- ol cultivation in the -'|I'_'t season and :|||ll|'||i||:' ] Lea for a few
!:'l-'l':||:|I||'||‘. AT |' .'I.r.'l I|-l.' |!'.:|.I'::'i.".- --I. I.r.-.' |'-:'-|-:_'i: ||'- and f:'ill;:’:.--.l
with _‘.'Ii-ll| associations as various As |:-:|||"'|||||--_ |'-|';.i:j|--'_ and ham-
mocks where eypress, maple, ash, and elm ean (or could) be found
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I'HE HIG CYIFRESS S8WAMP

.Il"l-l"-l ||r I_:!" E':'-'I'If_'l' I||'-\1 111 ‘.:I”i_l'l' l‘.\'III:"I-'.'.' I'-'ﬂ-' |:'.|" HJ [.'.'|-.'-'---.
swamp. No geographer, o far as [ know, has attempted to indicate
the precise limits of this region. It is the very essence of dreariness.
Along the Tamiami Trail and beside the road which runs narth from
the town of Everglades iz a (rines of t :
=l !!-'!.IE in I' T1CHE
and water A vl

uck gardens. Some cattle are
= hn Ft -+ = . =
portion.  Crherwise the Big Cypress i3 waste

ermess

st hands, oot
1T 1EAS, CIUTm]

and oecasional high hammeeks vary the monotony ol
v 1 : 4 =
I'he saw palmetto 15 abundant: soil 13 not Limestonas

Most of the Bz Lypress 18 80 flooded in the wet seazon as to be
impenetrabla exeopt to a man on foot or by ox team. ‘The Indians
ghowvp I!|I'||' CHIICHES =I;l'.'.:': the sastern "'!I!:l"_'i'| '\.'.|||':| :|||. VWR LT | |:|_'||
In the driest part of 1|||-|]|_'. aeason the Cypress can be traversed in a
Ford

IIIiI!.' - 1l one i\!l'l'.'.'\- I:E'\-\. i § I"--il:':-\._ I'I--:' ‘|:'.\.'|E-|;|-'-|l-|'i|-||' :"'.!'Ill'_";
traverses the Cypress from north to south, and Oksloacooches is
treacherous alwavs, A bor 60 miles long. If the Bip Cypress is
|‘|a -'-|!:_IE||"':_ Uhkal -'I-'-n-|'|||-|- i'\- Ll -C||'|I"E| I|. ¥ [} -\-|::.i - |.:I"'.l.|'|"| LMl

coochee and the Kverplades the bulk of the Seminoles have their
NOTNesS
FLATWOODS
The flatwoods consist of ¢ pen forests of long-leaf or slash pine, with
a rather dense undererowth in which saw ]
Tho ! 1vish samd N of
the flatwa |-|- ||;;'-.|- | BTl o |." ated

1
a0l 18 uzually a fing ors

FHAILHIES

North and northwest of the Everglades are comparatively dry
prairtes.  The soil Appears Lo be the same g X sand sz in the {lmt-
1 the comparative

bulk of the vereta-

- |} ey T | i | i % rI" 1 g
1l CRDDRME Dalimnetid or 2lash [T e pralries

1 y
waoods, the only readily .|'||:-:|i|-|:: diliaran

alsence Ol Lheds DS And nerts make op L

] l".ll':'l"" Lin

IMImes nIVer pastiurm aree numbers of cattle.

It was to & cracker runninge eattle on the Kissimmes Praicie that a

Chicasn packing house recently wired for a carload of 3-vear-olds
averaging 900. The reply went back, “*Don’t raise any 3-vear-olds

AVarammng il |, LG CAN ACIIYOE A :'.-|I|-"|'|:| !_l"||| (il H=%iE] .._||-.\, AVar-
aoing 200"
.‘"'--!' | LI ceEnt ol prairne acreame 12 |'|||!|-..|' '||

INDIAN PRAIR

Indian Prairie, to the south of the Kissimmeo River !II'.!iI'il':-. 15
WalLar I--|'|.|- -I[ _:IiIII' :I!.-I i:l:’!l |..I'II.'!I:I:..\_ '.'|-"|'|:;'i-||| Hre IO
fl'l--gll:-'lf than in the northern :||'.||"i|-._ but the outstandinge feature 1s
extensive areas of almost pure cabbagre palmetto., Some cattle are
grazed on Indian prairie; it is not cultivated by the white man except

for a bit around Brighton,
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SEcTION 2. CLIMATE L P
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the Seminole pelts which ean be
M8 the most in portant. Une otter

1 BH are getting scarce Mink 1n the
extreme south are fairly common but d

Buckskin brings him in some

M the mammals whiel
¥

15 worth many coon ski
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SEMINOLE INDI
{oT their meat than lor their hides
The red and Eray |-l'-.. woll, wildeat
:.'II:-I-'I|-:I'.'.|-.'-' L COUNnL 4% ASSAL1S.

the Biur ( ..'.:'ll'l'

and ¥
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ks he does not bother with
at, and panther he killz

L

[ll=i|l:'\'|. ill'i.l' HE II.-|:|'|_-.' GO TNTTLEREY E||

O P =8 ere are some north of Okecchobee, but thoy
1| are not worth muech 7
Yoemson 18 the Seminole’s chief article of meat diet derived from
; |:'.-\.' '.'.E!.I.-h E:'I'-'l' ik '\-!il. r.':il'l_'-' !':"I:'i:. 11 i'l |;'.-:' ]':'-'l"_';'!l:.l"\-_ '_|||' ||||_:
LUypress and north of Okeechobes [f he were approaching the
limit of his food supply, the Seminole easily could add great quan=
tities of rabbits which to- Ay he does not eonsider worth |--.h;..-|||§|,-_-_r
- ammunition Lpron
I:'||-----|:."|_ ."!III"\- :-|:Z'l"-'-- il:.!-. Wi :-.'--'-.-- -|E:|i:i'|"-_ |||f-'.'~ ..."u_: rils
exist but do not enter into the Indian’s domestic SLOTNOMY
HIH IS
LYeT ::I|l| tha rFraca Ol '.|.-'--|' -t|=|||.-|! EWRIN S
II':":I'_ 'li-ll TS CoOLe, -\.I .::_:-\._ :i_|l
: Ite  brighten the monotony of these
wtumn leaves saling down the wind
stof the lot, the lamingo, tl
o bright to be tolerated by the master
- ar, and moonzhine
o far e goes, the Seminole could supply himself
abundantly wil cat delicate meat if the deer were oxtor .|::::::|:
wilch v, curlew, the whooping cranes, gquail, duck, and other
LKL irenls w 1]
he eorret. an of Seminole revenus, no
7 [omgres n legally | the number 15 Increasing
and t bird iz no exiinetion,
EPFTILES
II :'-'!-!i:-' :I'I'II i l'-:- aouth I.:“.ili.'l E:II!IHE-"\- :I:I' |'|'|!||-|Eii|'_ !!-.Ii"'i'll.'.l'l'.
> O lizards, 30 snakes, and 14 turtles. Alligators furnish the Seminole
with the or aotiree of eash mmeome which can '|_|. by ||' il |i -'|||-
1 _' YR DO LE ¥ arae, |||'-'.-'-.|-|'_ T4 ||.-_-_-.-|- abundant. '“;|::-:.- turtles
L furnizih & delicate 1tem of diet.  The water moceasin and rattlesnaka
= i wnallv, but not often, mor down the final curtain upon his
nomadic caTes
[RHES
‘ Une fine thing whieh has resolted [rom the drainsee canals in
1 gouth Florda 1s the concentration of the linny iribeg 10 waters whera
- X they can Iy be caught. The Tamiami #& always lined with
" f o fishermen. Fresh-water species include large and small-mounth black
bass, pmke, perch, jack, bream, shell cracker, redbreast, stump-
knocker., Harper, of the Geological Survey, says a million dollars’
worth of eathsh are shipped annually from Okeechobes alomns In the
| commercial side of fishing, however, the Seminole takes no part; nor
_I ] wre fish much of an item in his diet for the reason that his CAMpPS ATA
| far Iromy the canals and lakes for the most part He 1s |:|"|'I.'|i‘.r|'-::|
- : If'!l'llf_'n' of water—but not water that |:||_'.|-|'-|:._'-. else wants,




Wwhen Clay Mae(s ley made his Seminole survey in 15880, the
outhern end of railroad construction was Ordandao Sinee then the
Florida East Coast has YL ol ralls to Key Wi at, and down along the
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1 har race road now cuis the Indian country 1 I ort
Pierce through Okeschoboe Lty to Areadia and the we coast: the
Tamiami Trail eu juare 55 the southern end of the Everclades:
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SECTION 4. Thoe CHANGES oF 50 Y ATLE

HALLRODADS

ace road runs north
v Clonnors Hisliway
\ hard-= irface romd
.L-"l I =CCITSE Oy

alonge thip Miam

Y A question
Canal, already

Lok e Lurnm over :|:-' |'|-'|




BEMINOLE INDIANS 19

built to the Dade County line, will be continued north to La
Okeechobes II.I'I-'._'|: the heart of the Everelades, becominge imme-
diately a main north and south thoroueh

B

AT,

el road now runs from Everslades through Tmmokales
to L Bl and a very wretched road eontinues north from Fort
Drmim to econneoct with the Tamy ]
Numerous f which are all but i.llr.l.'l"\-.'llill' it Che wiel season, Dot
which afford I'l"|.l|_".' enire fo the Indian coun Iy in the hunting

BEASON, CUL Lha -""l'iI!:IIIIII' = Napital 1n :” dlireEinns,

.':"l-[l'!lll".lﬁl: A =5 '|"-.l||' |'|-;||i.

WWithin this half cemtury, too, have sprume up on the mi
fringee of the Seminole's habitat the most o ypular winter resoris in

eastern United States; Fort Myers, Miami, Fo

Heach, and a score of lesser names,

Miami had the largest numerc in Florida
during the period from 1920 {o 18 nal citizens
on her roster for the last eonsi Miami now has 110 637 residents

The population of the entire 1 ida iz now 1468211, a

gain of 51.6 per cent in 10 vears

il .'.II'!'lE'I:- L I'.|i|||

AGRICULTURAL AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

rnés s -;||-'. ELOH

of the Kissimmes Prai d m the last half
core of the Florda eitrug industry.
=il uck gardens have rineoed noarly threo=fourths of I
Okeechobee,  The hest of the land betwesn the Atlantic Ocean and
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All the good erazing lands have been stocked with the white man's
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tors are white trappers living the same mode of life as himself lors

than half of this wilderness 13 s0 forhidding, =0 diffieult, thai
Seminole 13 the only man in Florida who ean wrest o livine
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