SEMINOLE SURVEY OF 1930

By Hov Nasm

CHAPTER 1
A TYPICAL CAMP OF 1930
Just half o century .|':'l_l [I.'I_'| MaelUlanley, of the |.!.||-:--;-_I| il .'|.'.‘!|!':'i|'.-|'!|

Ethnology, ---jl'-.|'..':| in the eamnps of the .["Iu-}i-|-| Sominoles: in the

hith annuoa I|'|!:I|! Ol LUt IR _|:||_.|l_-|:'-\. Lt roonrd of tho hrst

The starting _'ll'.:ll: in time of this 1930 survey is the vear 1880,

study of these Indians made without political bins. 'wo points 50
yvears apart may indicate the trend of a slowly movineg body with
BOITE BCOUTACY,

'he sta

ting point 1n space 15 Miami. From the gold coasts of
Tamiami Trail runs west serozs the Everelades.  With-

o
NnLers an astoundine achronism :

1
% hall one en
In the canal a dugout eanoe; standing in the stern, & man with poised

spear,  He wears neither shoes nor hat,. He wears nothing that is
worn In the et Wl mainutes away. His only garment 15 a knea-
i F P ' 1 i d b il Vo :
feneiin sk, e 1 Hi e VWAL I_.! Ak |||-'-|"||| & tOnt, 1 13 of mans

colors, bright, vivid, marking the wearer as a man apart [rom the
i LH '-l|.n|.-- of 110,000 which has sprung up ke magie on the edee of
his wilderness A primitive hunter 30 miles oo o center of industrial
civilization whi fill
hundred thousm idlers bazk in the sun—the Seminole

At the junction with the north and south road from Everelades to
La Hel [

|:!:I!:-"- pure and ocean-wFoing liners dock and a

le we turn from the pavement to a gravel road that parallels
the rails of the Atlantic Coast Line, and motor north through the
Big Cypress Swamp to Immokalee. Two stores, a hotel, a fillimg
station, & boardine house, two or three bootlerrers. and an Indian
CAINp Oul 5--'_'---r:-1 the railroad -'.-|Ii|:|:_

Cruaavi l:ll'.lll!l. onr immediato |i|'-|ir'_-||i|:|'_I hes 35 males -L;|||||||--|-h| |:.;|'
Immokalese, Nao PrOpEr § eciation of the camp, however, can ba
had without mention of the 45 miles to be traversed after one leaves
anything that might be called a road. We load an Indian bull cart
with camp duffel and get it started by 3 in the afternoon. Young
Ivey Byrd has come in from the Hendry County Heservation in a
Ford truck, but as the month is August and hot he waits until evening
to make & start in order to Spart the litter of ||:i:_':.- which are to share
the vehicle with ua. In the wet season four-fifths of the trail from
Immokalee to the Heservation is covered with from 2 to 6 inches of
water. Byrd belongs to the school of marsh drivers that holds chains
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-l'-'I ropes worse Lhan :i-l'll"‘". :l"-l Tel Il!‘ ||||. |I"|..i"|;,.:_'-. 0l renl .|'||||' ti
bury themselves in the mud. Our normal mode of ProEression was
for me to ride on the running board until the wheels heran to Spin,
L] ump oflf and ;.||-i| hefore the car lost momentum: =it down {or

B - | b ¥ 1 i ik T - i
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tion buldings which perciy on
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ana the [ERS, and waded to LilG nesery

hall an acre of comparatively dry land

" i - - i L i .
Wading back at day EI':’. Ly Wi Pl gy Lhe Ford WILH polés, cramimnaed
|I tto and brush into the r its, and brought the load TR T L
T d 1 i - |
RO tvmeal wet-weather tnp, nine hours to cover 37 miles LN

'I'il:lii"'-' t of the see IIIIE -:|.|"'. the l'.'-.- LRI A1 :'i'. | |:'_ H."".'-lln! !|:|' MServg
tian buildings the water d spens and the ground softens so that even
an emply Ford, at this season, could not traverse the last 2 rind s,
We footed 1t, tho wWaler ||i|l__' = Lo 10 inches deeis 5 Arge part aof ths
WAY r' e fiOrs 1 1

Miami to Immokalee:

miles from Immokalee to Guava Car

:.H:-I!Ii--'ll:l' Lo cover the 110 ||:.||-_|':'|'!.:

Ays 10T an oX team to necoliate the 45

SECTION 1. Guava Caup

(ruava Camp lies precisely on the westernm b armn of the Fyer-
glades, 50 miles northwest of Miami. With the camp fire as a center,

¥ . 4 T } ¢ & 5

w-1oot Tadius would mnsenibe the dry land at the heterht of the wet
Beason. Mo circle of equal size in Florida can vield mare interesting
: !
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SECTION 2. SEMINGLE FIing

L have made camp in Luzon and Negros, in Bahia and Matto
Lrosso, on the Lievre River in Untario and beside the Salmon in
ldaho—the Seminole mg

&2 Lhe I--'--! Camp ‘il'l- [ ||.'|'.-' ever seem. Ha
Iy ||-:|__'I i that a man can conveniently car Iy

Al -! ANy dial LELE Nt CAT |'--'|'.|'!|il':|r". C1E

takes 8 or 10 dry logs

! , And arranges them as the
spokes of a wheel, At the hub he kindles his fire. To brighten it. he
|-_':--".--- i acouple of logs: w |||'|| 1 rrows oo hot he L iz them apg I,
Threa points to s pport pan or kettle may be arranged by the merest
Lawihi I! .I.!ll oloT ents of 'III' hire |_':-':..'|'|"..I'-\- ['Illli"-l'. H -.|';-_.| fl-.‘ '.'.'|I|"-I 1-
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by the embers

ever stirs the pot.

sheltered from the wind and warmed
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."._I-l-w.l' Lhis fi e Lh SCminole erects o roof ST tixed oy fonan
uprights say 10 feet apart, thatehed wit)

oan |:-;|!.|||-!I|| '.--:.'.w- From the
rafters the squaw han

2 her pols

; W And pans, her |f|'_'.'i:|__' venison, her
condiments and herbs. out

ol reach of the hvestoek The whaole
arrangement 15 one of thoae nerfect
]

) II.I'I?-I_'.'|!"I"i1l|!-- ol means to end
which characterize a

competent people.
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SECTION &. SEmixoLE Houvse

i About the ';I-'|:- ace, harae at rava '.|Z:|il. Al '_'.-.|||_'|-'.i |'-|'||'-|'.'.|-|EE||:;'-I
the nearest one 15 feet from the fire, the fartl 1
; the S0-foot cirele of dry land. The
by 20 feet. It is essentially a plaftorm 3 feet fr
by an overhanging roof, the penerous eaves of which.,
each end, extend down to within 3 feot of the |:'.:I.|:."|":I. Tha roof 1z
'-II:I|I|||'|| il

M, CELLR '..|'|i l.'.'||i|' ;|'.|._|r

1 )
Il' LET .!u_-'|-'| LELLCIR LR I:'|:'-\.|'\.'.'-| Wl HOS1E 500 10

g
notched at the top to receive |
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honest workmanship. In this particular long house there are three
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IANGA=-NEwn P anks leveled and smoothed to -:||"_
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sections Lo the platform, one for dining and two for sleeping, with
harrow allevs hetween
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ir and pestle, the former hollowed in the head of
2 nighly 1m in the domestic economy, being
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nsed lor hashing dried venison as well as for poundinge corn.
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1t this time of vear 13 wet and full of weads inclosine
it 13 4 tight fence of palmetto stems and logrs.  The hole

water 13 within 70 feet of the fireplace. Not m

[arther away in
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["'_*f set an the sround surmounted i-_'. i broad board by wav ol &
table. A high line of clean |::|||--- talkes t |||::|'|- of a elothes line.

The construction of these houses s identical with the tvpical can.

giruction deseribed

. v Clay MacCauley 50 yvears aFo with om EXCE -
tion; nals are now so0 cheap and easily procured that they are used
mn fastening the thatch; formerly the framework was lashed together
and the thateh 1.||-|;h on with any af hinlf Iy |||'|-|--|||:-_|:.||-
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fibicrs.

Section 4. Tne HuxTer
Those who occupied Guava camp in August of 1930 were eight

¥ |I'._I'I!I-=':'. ( _‘.'!:—I'l.'.w-'- 12 the head of the II.'|.|||..|_'-'. i |:'II*-'i:i"III CATTVI 1F INora

duties than rights. Six feet tall, lean, muscular, upstanding, he carries
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canoe, and start off on his daly hunt waithout eating

hrenkfast In the wet spason one can push
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through the Everelades Where the water 15 sl
when 1t deepens to 8 or 10 inches he steps in and [ fi
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1 an squaw, 15 a woman of 38 a tall woman & feet 0
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