CHAPTER VII

FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION

m . 1 "4 - e e
I'hvinre 5. of course, & 100 I:."'ll-

Saminole affairs previous to the removal west of the Mississippr with

of Federal administration of

which this survey has no concern.

SeerioN 1. FEnERAL ActioN PrEvious To 13b]
In the vear 1872 rmmors of an .|::|:|'I||;.il'._' outhreak indueced the

Commissioner of Indian Affairs to send an agent to Flonda., He

: s : p :
les “weore neacesble and hved together by them-

In 1875 the commissioner urged that '_'|:|=!:-' lands be set aside for
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them from the fate of the Mission Indians of Cahfornia.” Nothing
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was (one. - :
Im 1870 (Oant H R. Pratt. & noted Indian educator, was detailed

L ;':'-.-'-I.i'“:ll' "with o view to the insti
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Lapt. . A,
| | him

might lead to the civalization ol tha Fla
I : T | P Ty g A : ¥
Hendry, of Lia Belle, took him among the

to the head men n the Cypress e

1 ley report in 1884 reawakened an
o S BN~ e, SRR o Ko v oF two of con-
Imierest 1In tha Seminoles and pernaps | Or L 1 Con
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srpener,  Uonpgress that same vear ANPTOP Ated S e T il _;_I- L]
the Seminoles 1o Florda to obtam hs

ol Fl o i'i'!. and to establish themselves thepeon,” but when

esteads upon the puhlic lands
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WAS SONL Lo |.|'..|'- the Indians take advantaze of the act it was Z--llll__.-'l
that 5!.:- |:..:||':||:-':._-- 'i:l-_'. WerE -'||.I;'.:|Z||"_" wWere l.l'.‘..'.lli. '.'i||"'l' i'.'- ne
State or by improvement companies.

In 1886 another Federal agent was sent to look up smtable public

| 1 - { + - - . Tl . W
lands: he could find none. In that same vear, on the sarsrestion o

the sovernar, the Commissioner of Indian Affars recommended that
the Federal Government should purchase lands from the State
In 18688 AMiss Laly Py

St :.:Il"'ll' BLETIL |. [y F! I Ly i n..r-.:.'.i.h_ ;;r'_'..|! 1TLEF,

pont, of Winter Haven, Fla,, was appointed
e |-'--:.',5I||'l:. thn

ko any headway,

next vear. Nor could her successor in office ma
The COMMIEIoNer now |-.!-|'-:'_-'-'| that he eould do nothing uniess
anthorized to !'l'll"'il we lands from the State.  Year alter yoar Lon-
gress !.I-!-l'--}::'::-.:---‘. 26,000 for the Seminoles: wear after ViEur the

appropration reverted to the Treasury, unused.
SEctioN 2. Tae ApminisTraTioN oF Docror BreEcHT

With the imitintion of the Tmmokales experiment by Mra. ':,E".irlill‘.l

in 1891, the modern period in Seminole administration may be said
Of the 400 acres selected by the Women's National
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Lhe Indian Service ot olten served by a finer type of man than

Doctor Brecht. He was a physician. He was a humanitarian. Ha
d by a wile whose heart was in the work 100 [ CEr Theap

; 15 kniew niot the I|I|';|'|i||'; ol Faca |.-:||||:|":i||': '\.-i'_-'ll ||I-
1ans came to Lm -IL:.II'-' 4l B Bl I]I'II"'_-"-l' |5-_"|"|"!|-"w- '_.-|||||- o ||||r:--"|-|i
{ e went among them in their o ipe, he trested the
sick and furnished medicines gratis and usually out of his own pocket
The Government started him out ir truly handsome style -
sawmill, farming implements, 10 mules and o w
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romn, 10 oxen and a
ng mill, and a larra

the loss was
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lately 'he mission slongside this Fpovernmental
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i b small store o supply the Indians at cost. buyinge

SHINS and vemsaon to prevent the spminoles from

boinie cheated by

Hise in the world of sn
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[here is a deal to read between the lines n Doctor Brecht s o O LS
I -I-'hl--.‘. ARLINE LOe MeadeT O pause ovar ancient histao Y '-'.'|||-." wio i|:|'.r'
hve Indians to deal with Mevertheless, when manvy of the bhaest
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axpariment 1t 18 worth while looking into this matter a bit. In 1895
Dactor Brecht swrote:

| fmi 20Ty 0 =AYy ;.I-.:.’-"\-f-ll'-i'\-! wier than one could wisl, |
ptanding still. * * * More of the vounger men ar 0
il reas ’ *  The older Indians sre rlil ia (AT g 1
VE. BEEM aNXLoLlE Lo e i i
from the influenees brought to bear upon them, #
ately, “Indian ve work, old Indians kil us ™ | 18
meEn® amplovment.
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way the Indians might be denwn peorms nkly
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and not farmers In 1808 he laments

There is ample evidence that Doctor Brecht was personally likad
by the Saminoles, He attended one sreen-comn dance as ai ||I|:|:--|'|-|:
pueat and was invited to another * there could he no stroneer eviden
of their regard for him, As i
his 1|_.:'.i! fight and abandon 1

SeIminole.
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SECTION 3. FeEpEral REservaTioxs

5 ¥ L 5 I
Lroctor Brecht's remark about lands reforred L
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ing on the part of Congress,

Beginning with 1894 it was stipulated
'y ¥ 3@l 5. el

that one-half of the annual appropriation of 6000 sh,
-
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for the purchase of land
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B4 Hendry Counity tho fall of 1806 the
declared &h I_..l i Big SWaAImnp I:_I:-!

to Flonda under the swamp acts of 1848
3 1

pnce appealed to the Indian Office to reser
: Sermunoles were living.  The legal advisers of
in January, 1808) that the only right the Seminoles had was tha
AL ney, but that i smuch as PRI of the lands could not be ] assid
1 : artment had a rght to revise the list of lands
"
:..- S Sl save something for the y AL INEpacior 1
* = -':"-il"'. Lol A -'r. ||‘!|Il'.|'|_ lavw 0ol | il

as sent down in 1598 to look into the whole land question
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ive order of June 2o 18 s0mme 26,781 acres wori

S Appendix A

aside for the Flomda Tm
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[m 1911 witl: an » :
unusually penatrating mind to look over the whole Seminole gituation
No reconsideration of policy in 1930 can afford to disregard the findings
1 Arant Lorenzo [D. Cras
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SECTION 7. HENbrRY Covxty R VATION
Inasmuch as Mr. Coleman’s plan deals entir I¥ with the Hendry _
L ESErVa T a word about theso g nis 15 neni ARATY. Thors =
e | ciels, the larzest il which contams 2y sectlong. or
lving partly within and partly on the western margin of Fee
[os The four smaller I the west are a hii 3
batter etther for CI0] bt Inasmuch
never entersd into Seminole admimstration to the
r e no one in the T N SArvica |||-|:-:_'.' CaAn even paint
atlon—I1 shall speak only of the 17,000-acre tract and
Imean only that herealtor by the term *°1 lendry I:'.|||.-|.'_'. K vation 't x
IMini part of the ressrvation Iving within the Everglades is ty s 1 ;
SAW-DFSE mars) That bordering the Everglades is prairie broken i
by hammocks of dense hardwood growth, « ypress heads, ponds, and
i few islands of slasl pine. Water stands from 4 to 6 inches desp over ]
the prairie in the wet season. Nevertheless, this traci 15 considered gtk
good grazing land, eapable of pasturing 2 0000 head of cattle and a vasi
number of hogs Plenty of the hammocks are capable of producing
excellent erops of garden truck in the dry season.  The hunting 15 so
il Livat |=|':|"- H |||| |;i.|||i'.-'|'*- are .-II” A CONStant ménaes to III'-E*-.

5 1 5 5 r Ll
SECTION 5. UOLEMAN'S PLAN For BENEVOLENT ABsIMILATION :
Uaking Frank Brown as guide, Mr. Coleman went through the 1 (L

Hendry County Reservation and visited the camp of Billie Ko-nip-
ha-teo (he s af o onepatchie ), the same who I'-..I"I:!ll!'ll MarCanley,
1y | sl -
Ll Hhilli re of age, epeaks En 4
! s=ive and intollpent m B
hand v resOLFees Bt fri; it
itlh 1 Inddians moving to .
AT ting the Csove -
its benevalont o hirm a ¥
red sl LOan: 1= 3
, and what great in
CIVE e Lhe pinns L g
Bk and carms of the 1 'T'.
f the five Indlans i
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SECTION Y, ADMINISTRATION OF F. Ii. Brasxpox

Captain Spencer was
-"l-..l"'.'l an border for bui
made ready to take

i
s ¥ il
I‘_l' [l i ""-\-"-.II ol CG f

or five months. When his reg
its !";-I-'I- m the American J';‘-:_'l-'nfi:i_uu v Forees
nture i Franes so uncertain as to maka it ;
that |II.' retaln his connection with the Indian SEEVIeE Hi
in August, 1917

=0 that whon Mr, Frank E. Brandon was ;-|-:|'|'-i in chy re of Sami

nole affairs, his appointment was not rerarded as ||.|.-|'|-i_'-. temporary.
Mr. Brandon arrived in Florida hefore Captain Spencer -l'||.

If ut was Mr. Coleman who first |_-:-||||....-.-| tha ut ||_‘ abion of the
Hendry County Reservation, it was Mr, Brandon who took the first
steps toward making the idea effective. He moved the headquarter:
of the agency from Miami to For Mryvers. The ides c-I' feneing the
reservation and stocking it with ---r||.- was approved by Washington
and to b "—'tll "-"JI'-. H---.I.Il'n'i'll WS 'I'.l. Il -.|||,' |: el -|| ‘lll-.ll miion ever
A -el:' for the sSeminales, some 21 -'|| L00, 1 bahieve, Wire was P
and lumbar for bl |1||"- and the work .||-‘. will b BEr I wi
Spencer returned from the war,

M. Brandon genes '“'I‘-l"- insizted that O HEL ain ""I"' icer have bacl
his old Ir-||

T

SECTION 10. SECOND ADMINISTRATION oF Capr, L. A. SPENCER

EI:IJI:HEJI HIIII“I.III. IESILm "I -I-i-' duties HE '|:'I'-\.'i!|! com :Ii':"i.l:-:_"." if}

charge of the Seminoles in November, 1919. Before the close of the
- T ¥ . Bt y
hscal Yyoar 1920 a fl."'l'lll' WHS I'-||||||||-|_|--| ;|||'|||-L||'_-_rh 20 spetions, 12 800
RCTES, as a cafbtla 1 ahge—ummore than 20 miles of fanos The eastern

boundary i % out in the Everglades, but excludes the extreme eastern-
moat tier of sechions ns .-|ru_-*-"'|||-|' ton wet Two sections more, 1,280
cres, wera lenced as a hog range.  In the extreme northwest corner o
I'--' reservation a d4-roop m dwallin i tor the carotaker was erected, as well
8% g small office b ding, ware ||||| 50, garage, stable, and Indian counecil
houza, ]r'.,|||.-: |'r._-.|.l._| WHE AT ||-|'- nted carota |-.|,| AL 2t g vear.
And thora the m alter has rested until this dav g
Tha Ciowvar DT, ,|-"|1|| ht a few h ogs: the |.l.|_!|.:|||'l‘*.- killed 40 in two
nights. Not a cow or s steer was ever put on the place by the Indian
SLrvice, ;
: Wire for 20 miles of fenea hauled in over 80 miles of the worst road
in the world, The labor of fencing 14,000 acres. Lumber for a
LA plete set of ranch buildings hauled in over the same 80 miles.
.!' e labor of building to what purpose? To afford a home for a
carntaker,
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phe 85 g Bartleson, a wholesale grocer in Fort Mvyvers, who
[ 1 ;

lences and buildings in repair, prevent huntine 0n




SEEMINOLE INDIANS

rive the Indians all pravileges previously emjoved, and ia
- om demand Oatenzibly Mr. Bartleson wanted the reser
vation to run cattle; according to the present acting superintendemnt
he never put on a head it Mr. Bartleson's death early in 1929 the
permit was canceled

It 12 & pleasure to set down the last chapter in thas sorry tale. On
March 1 of this vear, just bef
"-"n.i'li:ll': |'\-.|'.'. |-',.-,|.| s CE

re his death, ( :|[.l|:-|i|| f";|.-l-|||'--| appointed

ARer &l thie mnicent -|!|;_|".' 0l 525

¥ f + B 1 -.. .- . - i | ;

month. Byrd 15 a “eracker’ who used to be a woods rider for the
. .

cattle compames mn the davs when catile rustlers were numerous on

the Kissimmes prairies He requested me to got a letter from Wash

;-'I-_'-'l"-'- telling him he 15 5 ||'-!|.|-u--| L3 :._|-|-|| hunters off the L Ll :-_Ii||||
at all times. Mr. Marshall, the acting superintendent, a former
sergeant of marnnes, posted the boundanes, visited the reservation
several times dunng the hunting season, and let it be known thai
there wollld be no h .'I|:il'.'_' there |.-_'. whiite men this fall,

.'llll.E:‘l'll EIII' W SDAPers |"II':i|'|: Ir_ '!"ll_'. ol how sy §hae '.I":“i:'-
shenff of Broward

| L :II!‘|=:.'- CEIENE L0 |..'|'.i:'|_' hi= |-|':|i'|- !:i:-'.'.'|| Lt -..._I:.-||
he trieqd fo browbeat his way in with a hunting partv, old Sherif
.|I|:'I5"-'I-. of Lee ( ounty, sent Byvrd a 0.38 revolver and a box of shal
HE A prze

Twao saddle horses Idav and night. Patrolling 20 milez of fence.
Sleeping with rattlesnakes in the palmettoes. Twentv-five dollars a
il IIII'Il 1-‘ll”l'l.‘ll I'-I:l. .H'l.||' :'|||'-l 31 |||;||||1:~:|||-|'_

BROWARD COUNTY RESERVATION

The year 1925 saw Flonda in the midst of her rea eafate boom.
Land everywhere was in demand, no land so poor but gome specu-
lator |'|-|||IE b I'-|||r'-| Ly I'Ill'\.' || I':'..'l":| |i'!'|4_' ||;|r|||:|. ""I'."' {in :III' outakiris
of Fort Lauderdale where the east coast Indians can ped were wanted
by new owners, and once again Seminoles heard the command to
move,  YWhere should |h|,-ll.' o T

|r'. I:'nl'll'u'..'l rid (o nitv, hesides thirae arattered (orties ot in Lhie Bvar-
;|I_-ll|-:"--_ I|||'|'|_' :'e'!::_l-.ill-'-:| to the Indiang a tract of 360 acres Iving 4
||:|||'-- L *"'_' ol “-‘I-‘Ilil "-” |}'.-'-" resery ed |.l.'I|l'I'i'- had onee been ||I-’.i-'I!'
CAMPAE. I'he main body of land is a sandy stretch on the CASLETTY
IMArELn of I"|-" |':'-'|'I'_"'|:-||i-'--, TRk |,|[ i-’ ||i-_'!| .;||||| |E|--I -\-i['l'|' ||:|- Aanals
havi lowered the water tabla Uommercial '|--|,-:.;.-.-;._|-.]|;-:a.h locate on
I|.||' muk -_||i' east or west of this sandy helt - III'N'I'I'1|;;'||'----_ it is fair for
citrus cultivation. It lies at the intersection of two hard-surfs
roads, ' this reservation Mrs Frank Stramahan. of Fart Lauder-
dale, with Captain Spencer's approval, persnaded the homeless east
coast Indians to migrate ey .

'he same conference in Washington which closed the Hendrv
County Heservation decided to open Dania as “a camp for sick and
||||!1_'|'I|I Indians.” Ten l-room eottares and a small !l|"|i-lli-'|"||.i.'-lll
pulding were erected in 10945 : e et

) ] ; : J IESE 10 fime to have them --||I|:||||'I|' i
||1|'||;-:|||-'|||-|| In the hurricane of September 18, Within nine months
L ond r:-u_-.l'n-r there had heon -"|?||[11:'F;'<| A ||-.I|_'|' .-||EI||iI:'--||';||i|-.': -'ll.'i,l-'l'll-"
CONLALMImNE -fll“l'r'w- amd fquarters for twao families: an electrie I.;'I;Ili;ill':
plant suthcient for all camp needs: a 4-vehicle garage. ten 2-room
|ru1|:-|r'._-'n|1|-.-_r.--u_ A -'I:'..:l--_i !:'jil:iir-,-_r_ i|.|i3-||;:.|--,- with Pi,:||| |;.;-|;:|.|---._-
and toilets, - ; v
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