REPORT OF BUCKINGHAM SMITH, ESQ., 0N HIS RECONNOIS-
SANCE OF THE EVERGLADES 1548).

WasHixeTOoN CITy, June I,
Hon, B. J. WALEKER,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Sre: Havine made a report to you upon 20 much of the duties
assigmed to me by your instructions of the 18th of June, 1847, as
related to the land offices of Florida, and other subjects, 1 have now
the hopor to submit the report of my reconnolssanca ol the Ever-

glades, excepted from my lormer reports, to enable me to obtain

additional information deemed important, ;
There is & faint tradition that the draining of the Everglades
Wis rn."_ln,-|:;[|]:.'_.'|:. an, ||;-||'.'|!I undertaken s century or more sinco

by either the Spanish Government or an association of Spanish sub-
jects in Cuba, though abandoned perhaps on account of dillicul-
tios with the peninsula Indians. Some of the old maps seem to
indicate somethine like cuts or canals [rom th |:'u.'|:r|.---i|--. to the
waters emptying into the Gulf of Mexico; and during the late war
with the Seminoles a canal was found on the northeastern border
of Lake Flirt ]I':ul:ii.'l:_' to the ]"]'“i-":*'-' of Lake “i-"l""'"i':" and in the
direction of Lake Okeechobee, a work, it is supposed, too consider-
able to have been undertaken by the Indians of Flonda.

During the 21 years that Flonda was a British province, from 1763
to 1754, surveys of the esstern coast were made by William Gerard
De Bralim, Esq., an engineer officer of reputation in the service of that
Government, and who was its “surveyor general for the southern
district of North America.”” The official reports of these surveys
and others of Georgia and Carolina have never been fully published,
and, indeed, it has not been generally known in this country how far
they had been perfected. * * ¥ ' '

Tl:n |':'-.'-.'I';_’,|:.'|.-.'-'- extend from thesouthern margin of Lake Okeacho-
beo some 90 miles toward Cape Sable, the southern extremity of the
peninsula of Florida, and are in width from 30 to 50 miles. They lie
in & vast basin of lime rock. Their waters aro entirely fresh, varying
from 1 to 6 feet in depth. Their usual level is, I am satisfied, mora
than 12 feet above that of the waters of the straits of Florida and
of the Atlantic Ocean, but of course not so great above the Gull of
Mexico. As the Everglades extend southwardly from Lake Okee-
chobee they gradually decline and their waters move in the same
course. They have their origin in the copious rains which fall in
that latitude during the autumn and fall and in the overflow of Lake
{]l-;:_'n;'l'-ju:-'hl-:,' 1,-!||-:|l."_':|| EWAIMpPA between it and the Everclades.

Lake Okeechobee is the reservoir of the waters of the Kissimmee
River, which rises up the peninsula some hundred and odd miles, and of
;-_.!:|-|_-"_||'_-:-h af !L]i!'ull' axtent, Howing inte the lake from the country con-
tiguous to it. It is of fresh water, said to be deep, and its average
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EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA. 47

diameter is about 30 miles. It contains a few islands, each of them
!-l"-'l'l'::l. RS i."l axXiant. |-*- .||||':|'.il.-'|| i-. :_':.:'-.n_'||_ 0T Ihq'- .:|j|:'|.,=_'-_1|f |:-'|;_||I
Pri il:.l-.'|| at the General Land Offiees,

The rim of the basin is of lime rock. Tho waters of tha Glades
are at different distances from the coast of the Gulf, of the stra ir
and of the ocean. On the eastern and southern sides of the pe minsula
|:.._"-' are within from 2 to 10 miles of the shores of the :-1|!:II-. .-|!||f
ocean, while on the western side ‘.|.-.'_'-.' are from 10 to 50 miles from
1|.-:'~1,:|::|'_

Un the southern and n sides the lands between the EII'-\-.II '~|'|||_
the const are Fenerally I-I-'n_'-'. though tracts are found --|’,| mited o xtent
that could be made fortile. Maz ¥ &1 all rivers or erecks om piy 1nto
|-|I" I-I.I.'-* ER -\.I =Lk s L |EII' :-ul'-:lilll'l'll :|‘:|l! OaSLETT -:-||-- ||' witlh Srdl-
gonz, when the 15 full, 1t aters find outlets over the low nlaces
in the nm and form rivulets runnine i |._-| the necks of the rivers: and
there ars mnstances whera I::|' waters of the Glades find subterranean
passages Lo the sea,

On the eastern side, commencing at Capa Sable, are North Creek,
Miasmi River, Little River, Arch Creck, River |{ 1hon es, “'-.'.,-'.l.' River,
snook Creek, and Hillsboro River, as i3 indicated on the map accom-
PRIy ing this report. Farther north are the |'.I'. era Loe ||_“|| hes andd
3'::=IL |.-'."i-|. :'i-i'l'_' '.'.'l'-1'-.'.':.|-i!_'.' [|'--||:_ '||| ij' ||'-|||‘| 5, '_ (TL] |'|_||'|||-| |:-.|| |

L

:rl".'|' |II:.||"\1 |.|I|I!' -|.'|.!1I' 1:':.\,|'|_' :..I:I-_'|' Al '||| ik | ':l ||||I SIRTTL S || I| -|_.L vitle .I
lands that separate the lake from o exXtensive sw AT of ||;|||;.;:'_'.
okoeo, which supplies the waters of both nvers.

On the western side of the |-I'I:EI|-'!|:| the coast 18 gomewhat different,
A eluster of low |-:-.'_'-.'-. O IMANSToVe IL wrids ':'l{!'.ili" as correctly o I
eated on the map as they can be without an expensive and useless
survey), the cl'.|||:|--|~ between which contain salt water, .|¢I ihe
|'|::'IIE'\- '|I||I"' i} I I |I:l|_ LN RERNT 1,'-\.| i|'|| |'|;_|'_':|'||'|'| trecs are L ||.| T OPTOW=
i'l_' extend Irom the H-l_‘.' of |.'l-!||'l.'1i-.‘:].|'--|| or Chathar . |'|I-| Wt
Water Bay, and i:.'-'.'.l:'lfl:'-' farther morth from ;||..-'_| 5 to 28 miles
from the Gulf. The waters of the Everclades full into thess ¢
by many small rivulets running over the margin of the b
them, and in times of very hich water in the wles widae sheeta of
shallow depth are found |':|;;|| ng zlowly through the densa shrubbery
growing on the margin, which in this region is apparently of a fHore
level surface than at other points,

'IIH"I' WEesLarTl |i!|! |-f 1:.:' I i "I ' (L2 i-:'rl.'ll':' I -||"_!‘;'|l,' |:|E_ |:_; !. cra T

the Gulf cos "-|. eastward ¥ unt I 1t eomes near to Lake Okeechobeo anil
h 1 R

:!:l'!ll'l'\-'

LInd COounts I."'Il'i_' 1018 T LI ';':ll-:-'w:|:.:':'::||'. e It 18 dua east
Irom ‘-'.'I 5t l--||. 50 miles |':- fywrenn 16 and the coast on 1)
west 18 the Il.I wfn, or |-|"": reEs Swamp, which containg sev-

l.'I.:: hunored '|:|.|I.-.:'||E, A0res O |_| || - T 1150 ||'--.1|| |_'i'l.i!:_-'||| man for
any purpose. 1t can only be made 3 ..'||.|| la by draining the
glades [is waters aro -:'.in'i|_'.' : ::||-"i|-|| from them by
!'!.:”l"".l\.. l\.Il'-':l i:l IMdl, and -« .'_I"l ol -|:'I'.-\.:-|i 1% |E\'| Sy
ghrubbery and vines and by larea i
connection with the Glades in mas \, |'11:'!'|-~1 11 b
part of them. Several streams running into |I|-' Gu
sourees 1N this swamp.

Commencinge i [':|-.|- Sable and |-.:-.-.i; P the western coast aroe
"';I'Il':-; H".ll' ||'|" Y |:"-\.|'|'_ q-..illl-!“:-"!-l'_ |'||'.|'.'.. 0 Or 1;.._!i'.:|'-\.
River, the two Caximbas Rivers, Corkserew River, and Oisego River,

Lrees, From the




the two last en |-'._".i'."i"-' Oizero Bay., They vill be found deseribed

on the o ap wilthh sufhicient accuracy to enal COrTect OpnIan o ha
¥ ' . i 4 1
{or ned respecting L (xlad 1 [T i thnt
. = 1 l'.
ean be made of thi ] d the Bigx FEsg

SWRI. s

Farthor |'--|'!._i
from itz mouth 1o 1
Lake Okeechobee al
] CiOTRTI A

L '!i|5.l:.-

I'\-.. IIII ;-' welien.  Tha man

i 10 |I| = |'||'-:.|-| Qe -|_.| hedore = L iken of Lo conne 1 waters of Lake
| -r|'._.||..||

in of the rerion of the Everglades nearest to the Caloosa-
ke Okeocholbes s hefore desenbed, 151 1w
E vmna. throueh which the waters of all, in wet zpas ],
mingla b .-'!|:..!-l'-'.l PARSEATES. More eastwal :' the waters of Lake
Voo and of the Glades are sald to be in like manner connected
Achaly tehee, which receives plao some of the sar !-:I:- waters

[ I Uit - 1 . I . =5 rral
|'|||.|;|'_':""-.":_E 1T, '.'..||l'|. XL OIS I.I' L COASL SO0 U TR eE

and |-|-|.._"|'|'|-:|! 12 to 15 miles i'. breadtli. The sources of the San
Lucia are alzo toward the |--| ernmost extremity of Lthat swy HIEE
"!h' !.'l'-ul:-'_"_-.' --[ ':|.-.'“ S01E '|I-I.L||-|| '..- I!!|' ||'!.:' -I:I:. il ]'l lli:|_-|.
| '-|-'i=,| + L |:'|:|-' aof the :‘-\.';.I'I'-I"- | reorria and Sould Claralimna.
'”l'II[II Limeroels, falled with the shells and corals of 20 cies that 'Ii.”
xist. forms the great peological feature of the country. The rock is

. . e "

|'||l||-' 13 and suscept ihle of casy excavation. |'."-!"--II'I' 0 ®I1F NANICNS
= T x " § v R

1t BT | it Tl ||| |I :|-\..':‘ || far s 11 -|i| F DUIPO36S, LIn the eastorn sicdo

of the peninsula this rock shows itsell tl roEi the thin cos i:i._: 0|
'.'-;-;_':-!;||.f|' It 'III'I'_ 0T IME -l!' sand, '_i at ordinar |_-.' COYOors 1f and 1t 13
| i detached pieces of different sizes, scattered above the ground.
ibutes to the fertility of the soil, and being from its porous
retentive of moisture, affords sustenanece to trees and

plants in seasons of drought. The rim of the Everglades 1s g rally
of this character. . Along the eastern verge of thaGlades, and batween
l!!l'!' :.:.-| "||- L, ther .-_||. spots of wet an black praire land 2 G Lk}
FARL |.||.\,.|3.._:.|.:.Ir:'_|u.| |'|'| 1T Trses _|i||' ro0ls O] '.'-i.l!'l.!ll':.. '.lllll
i |E:-.|"r~:I goil of 1.':__'- table mold, ladeed in the crevices and hssures
of the rock: and there are tracts of what is called ““dry hammoek,”

coversd with trees of various kinds growing in the same manner.
Such land 18 more valuable for cultivation than a: other part ol the
riim.

The same rock forma the bottoms of the OHENINSs through the rim
of the Everglades (o an II!I:'-Il"'-'-Il depth. 1t con Iposes the foor of

Biscayne Bay, of the other bays and sounds, and of the rivers along
the coasts on |-|-|;|.-.E:.-'--|-. the peninsula, and :.-- '-!-:.I.' hEm L8
= 4 - ; :

|‘.'-.'-'I _,'|:||: g, ]I |-|'||-_‘|'f- L ._|_-.- [ aak=-F | GEETLE IOrIm Al |.| J i | | i

fossils are mot very obviously identical with thoss mm the rod k of the
Georgia and Carolina seacoast: but this arises from the effects of the
different latitudes of the two regions upon similar living animals, ol
which the fossile are Lhe remains.

The rize of the tide at the mouth of the Miami, as marked ]""_I:I"J
wearing of the soft rock, 18 2 feet; at the mouth of the Little River
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EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA. 41

about 15 inches, and on the western side of tho ';II"!IiII*-lf.II' at the Man-

ETOVE Islandsa, its rise was much greater than at any other p laee on the
eoast visited by me, At the mouth of the | |.|._n-..|||.| chea 1t 18
about 3 feat. _

The rise of the land from the zeacoast towarnd the ':?l'.-:l"|l 3 15 Iani-
fest from the appearance of the banks of the rivers. At the mouth of
[III' Miam the M!I: ||':-C shows an elevation of {rom 2 to 3 foet above the
water at the mouth of the river, to 12 feet or more at the head of
the river. At this last point, within the distance of 150 yards
the rise is 6 fect. Places exist where the rocky rim approaches the
const at a greater elevation than at the Miami, and on a level with the
margin of the ( and at such places it is precipitous, 12 or 14 feet
This 13 the cas: miles to 1!.|.' north of the AMiami. '.'i VA Il[: Ii
rock mneross Arch Creek 15 2 miles from the mouth, and above and
h with greal force through perpend icular rocks
that, for 150 yards, overhang them on both sides the height of a
dozen feet, and where the stream is about 15 yards 1in width.

Inside the basin, near the heads of the rivers of the eastern coast,
thers are covera or indentations in the shore of the Glades about 2
miles 1n .;||,-|-::__ The nearest :-..i 1t o 1-:i pq tha ma :'_'i"l of tha rim
where the waters of the Cil approsch the heads of tha I'i"-'i ra, and

below 1t the wate

where these waters are about a foot in depth. There are within the
coves, channels, converzing to suc '| point, and in which the waters
are from 14 to 2% feet in depth. 1o & -.I.”"'-'- pla between them
are covered with mud and rank saw grass. There are also sinks or
holes of water several feet deep. Near the head of Lattle Kiver these
:--I|||-::-- O .-'I"il'.-\- i.:L'r:- th I-|-|'I OF TNOre Warér, .'|||I! .--ZI|.I|:|!' l|l'|~!'l'-‘-il:—.“.‘*—€ Inaar

to the head of the Miami have 11 feet. I :=|-'|'- east of the 11,
and on the line where the waters of the glades fall into the il s ~| | [|n-

rivers, over rocky passages of not more than 15 or 20 yards wide, and

from 50 to 150 vards in leneth, the waters run throus il 5 5 ;|_-| ely
-J.["I 1 € s |I- The .:I:!IZ LIeso If |..-!-'-\. HE i.l'.l-:'l'.‘-‘.:h':l.'. IIEI'.::I'-I.-I
||r ||l i | |: 3 O ¢ 3 |||_ III 11T L |l I"-|'_:I.|:'||'i I:-II[.
to il 4 of 5§ feet of water In 'i-- 'i. :|-I---..:~|:--i| {rains must extend

---.--|.:! .':u:!- a from the river into the basin. I refer to the map as
4.'-.| ibhitine all the data on this point that 1 have o st aaned.

i from the navieable waters of the
chobee, 1t 18 estimated, does nok
rn side it is believed that canals of
vaters of the lake with those of the
| y waters in the
rbain tha fall is sufficient for such

this lake must be tapped by such canals running into the Caloosa-
hatehee on the one side and into the Lochahatchee or San Lucia, or
]u viin . an Lhie other, &1 i cuts must -|- v b il i B :!:- 1 eIl i':. ZIMeanmns or
]I-I'EI :-ili--- ol E||- SIS I __|' 1. |'-- ] lss, altor 'l:n' h -'_:.:|--
|lI. |!.l\.' W ] 1
there will probably be a necessity for several drains through the

ereased, even as much as 5 feet,




510 EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA,

Glades and those 8w ”“|| by which the waters a cumulating from tha
TFAINS INAY b o spndneted s '.|'-' ORI O grulf, . P
I II.I'. hi II ¥ I] "[ ||. S |'\- L o 1| I-'\-' |_'|"'.||"\- 18 seaveral Toot |']_I T

'.'||- ||-'..| | ..[ ]||- '-.-.,__r. s (1l |-|| '] I. n'. '::l-' ||. 15 -:|-'I'|:|' b tod | t.is .|.'|_--
intellirent man who visils that region, ""' mere |'-'_| the facta 1 ||

t he m |-| -||- Erydl y that, on I|.|-1':|-il_'|'l .I!- the e .I '_.-.'| ||Il.‘
|||.-1 |I'Ill.|'-'il. ik -|.--_|'I_15I-L Lo up 'I'-:I:l the mouths of tha
the influence of the tides there are, hen he

g1 |,|I'l\.|l
tides 1=

gtreams, and that above th |
ihe Glades. continued rapid currents of {resh water

waters are hizh n ) .
from them. 1 am -|'-|'||'.r|'. that when the waters 1 the Glades
idecrease during the o II SR the heds aof these eurrents near tha
L lades hecomaea ||| e - The e Ly .|.|.I|-I| iro i I||' -"'I'f' Lik ‘.|:=- L0 ol the rim
|I' i 210 l'||'|-'.l 1505 ]ll ] | |-'-| '. LI I '-"'\-l ¥ I I .I'..' II' G vVa |I gurfme
15 a8 o ||..!||. a5 if it had been asce

L0

of the waters in the basin, ] _
W |r|| ]-'.-.| TLE" 1I'-1| 11Ie '| =] I.. |:l.' h:-l.'lll.w 0l :._'| ol _-'_||.----' |_:.. i
OPINIOTL 00 BT, |---|| t 18 fortad fied by that Of sevar: l rentlomen, soma

|'-fll||||| ofl |'|'I-|. |.|Il "'\-.l.. '.|.II.J Ar Yy, BXncs il ||'|.l-, e which [
]|:.".1-.|.|-:II .|||_||_ o th '-.I-: ,l |||.,-l||.-.| m fact, |-. ong of these lettors [ am
that a |“" of levels was run from the ocean to the Glades

il 1-||J'III'-.| s eve . :
at the moun Ihl the Miami™ by a scientifie officer of -.||l' Army in 1840

or 1841, '.'.]I--]I. I:III"'|I-\- the ecorreciness of thal nion ;"'.""”-'i- all
doubt. It |- 1] .||u|:- il I.EL!'.| I|'_1-1'.-.'..'| L0TL nf |.|II vaters of ]Iw.
Okeschobee i3 much highe at of the waters in [ 10 I""”L of tl

Clades: nor can the waters of 1I Atlantic rivers opposite the |-=!="
he much lowér than the streams 1||I er south; but it 15 not, 1n my
nent, necessary that the fact should be otherwise to establish the
bility of draining the Everglades., If the modes herein sup-
y skilful engineer, can

_|||l.:| rl
['l..l'|'- ik

1 -
el el e r-'\.l|. [AITELL I SOITNE O ||_-'|_"' de '.,'|--'|| I.-, i
bae .L-]-I[l|l~|. The dif II"'|1||-. of I'||- levels that 1 ]|.L'.|' 21 |.I|.L| (12 feat)
sulficient to enable the draining to be

of tho respective waters 18
s difference is understated It 18 tha

|,||'|| ll'-.| But it 13 believed th
opinion of one of the most diagtineruished and intelligent military
ollicers of tha |_ nited = ... tea that the waters --I' "|'_--|;;.:'.I|-'-.:|.:|I| ||l the
lake, are Il'lll"'l higher above the level of the sea.’ The distance from
the lake to the eastern coast of the peninsula 1s less than 40 miles n &
direct line, and not 4-u---|--*|i'.|-_[ 15 miles to navig
in ko 1||-- QeenI g .|.'|IE_ if thi j'll' rment of that {Ticer
l"|I.|'|I"'-! LIL It Iu-l'-\.-"i ||l-|

able waters emptying
bo correct the
favorable suceess of the w -I LR
As to the ¢ I"- ot, so confidently predicted by many of suj ||="||||' ~~~|--]
ligence and -!"" sment in such matters to myself, that the draining [
1|II.E1.4‘ _'| T [Loli] o o --rl-\.".'\.::ll'l-u'-'.l.ll-'lllll |_|.-,I_||-'||n.l
|'||,I,'.';.|.1|n_'| ol I"'.I_I'l'_ S11ErRr 1:-.||'|||'_'.| |':|:-|'-_ and otle nroduetions II‘..
I:.'='|"j”'lJ climates, larre tracts of the presen .|_|---.|||. || -||i'_ of ':Il'
.Il.l'\-i'!'l :I'!Il!. IZIII' IIZ-'.".E_JIIII"'\-' II[l 1:|I I|L| |'-'|'_i-_|_1||r'_-._ A I|| || ||-_--| WrLIm
or Tor tho sucoes -.'.'||', 1E1E T ol ¢ .-.| :. L. 1'!"'.'| i # nil o haeen 1_||,. |':||-|H
1 may :.‘:-‘g"' as to the -|!~L|..- teristics lr. thoso régions 1»-»'.II [ I'|l..|l- be
[more ":ll'."\-f:ll'l.l:'l_'- than the -':‘q.|l|--h-h|||| ..|' my 1 ||.||| sl 1.||||-|-|I|
Unless the effect 1s as has been anticip ited, al least partially, most of
the region aiith ol tRasiarthars androl |rI ke Okeechobea will re it in
Ttl]lll"ll.'-u-.. 'r-:||- aces Lo come, '|-|“. harders of tha Ever "|.|.l'|l - .|_1|__] “.;|] L=
cent lands .rq'll--.'|'||1i.||!-' of 'il:ill:'.'.llll' cultivation can not mow -|.-|Il||'l
any very dense or very numerous population. The acquisition of the

U B Ciim, Jeuy

p's lether kn appendiz, No, 3, p. M
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EVEROLADES OF FLORIDA. bl

r'l.l.]"."l'l'l‘“"l"l""-\- =|.'|||i '|||_'\-l"|.|_-|"|r-... T NAYA El_l]". l"l_'[l_'lil 0, B3 ]I"'hll]!'l” r i 1'E'H" l.:"li:(:lll
from such population L wing there, depends, therefore, on the favorable
success of the prog ject of rec |..lII11II"' the lands ment I|II"-I"|5

The appearance of the interior of the Everelades is uni I|-e' that of
any roagion of which 1 have ever heard, and l'-:'ll.hllj_- it i3 in some
respocts the most remarkable on this continent.

Imerine & vast lake of fresh water extending in every direction
from shore to shore be 1.--||-| the reach of human vision, ordinarily
13 ||l|1|r]| d ]|1| i |||l-|||I O |1-\. -\.I|||-..| ey S |1I |:| "|'|.|1| thonan |I|]- ||t |'||. Il "l-"'\-
of various sizes, from one-fourth of an acre to hundreds '| ACTES 1N ATed,
and which are Fenera _I'-. covered '-."I‘|. dense thick l'|*- of shrubbery -.III']
vines. Occasionally an island is found with lofty pines and palmettos
|_:||-.|,||| it. but of tener then ¥ 4ro without & 1V, and not un II*-I.-.I-||'- ik -"i--l‘l'l'
majes tic palmetto is seen, l.u only trea upon an island, as if to guide
in approsaching it, or a3 & ||..|.I o of slerml or lookout for its former
|:||-*-||l,-1-' |_||.'. SUFMOUT ||||r'-_' waters, excent in |'|] wees Lhind I:Lt-' TR SERIT
lika |]|.|,||:--| WAaYS (hut which ars not), are covan i with the tall saw
. H||-=-->1|-1'.' ap its straicht and slender stem from the :«!l:l‘.l!-'-'-'
bottom of the lake to the heieht often of 10 [est above thae su face
and coverine all but a few rods around from YOur view. [he wator
is pure and limpid and almost imperceptibly moves, not in partial
currents, but, a5 1t seams :.II A IMAss, gilently and slow |_'-' L4 the south-
ward., The bottom of the lake at the distance of from 3 to 6 feot 13
coverad ".'-.L1|| a de [HOE it of dec Lye i Ve 1..i|||' --I|.'I'\-|'.' Tih -'|||' Reoumu-
|_|.1._.,] pro luct of Agros, Sinor |||'-. 2 or 3 I'. s 1 ol |._|| o1 bhe w hite sanid
and rock that underlies it over the entire surface of the ]| gin.  The
floxible grass -.H'.';||||:__': pontly to the breeze protects the waters {rom
itz influence., Lilies and othor :|l|u!-.r'I|' flowers of avery VT Ly anil
hue are to be seen on every side, in pleasant contrast with the pale
green of the saw orass, .||||'J. i3 you draw near an 12land the '|n-.|'::_-. of
1. v gcene 18 increased by the |E-'|| foliare and bloon il"__‘ Howers of the
wild mvyrile and |I|- honeysuc kle and other shrubs and vines that
;_"-:'I:-.'I'-:I.ll_'. adorn its shores. ho ‘:I:-.-r-:lll:ll:. and wild solitude of the
solomn sllence that |'|_-|".';_|!-'-' it, umnless I'!"l."ll !'."- the
lidles o the canoe -:II' |: rhit hattonu ith which nr'|1.'
CAn '.II'_i'I.'.'-;I'I--.'i..||l |:':'_||.|_'.II|.-.'I-_|| l'\. I||l"'.||| it '\-II['.-\.Il [ COIh s "'||
|.il: 'I..l,'l.'l.';:! |'_“ -I.I-] 14O AW :-.I-\.I'III'-I -'|||'| i o II '|| G I-\- Ly |I IlIZ'I:"- Tl || F
on awe.  No human beinge, civilized or savare, inhabits the sec III:"Il-
interior of the Gla The Seminoles reside 1n the region
them and the Gull. Except for the occasional fligl
b Iu-‘:" I, SLAr led by the st TG I||"'. aders of their |'||'E.'-':|I'_'-'_ ar for & view
|'\-'| r||l,'| 1185 11 'II|' II.!.III"'"'-'\. Wi 1

el :
wlidinge swiftly from vour boat a= 1t
gt near o tham your eve wolll :] noL rest on |'.'-'::|:_r thine abidinge 1n
'.. i r ;™ - 11
thiz wilderness of ** rrass wators, ghrubbery, |

1 nd flowers.  HKaolleetions
upon the past history of the rerion around you, unbid den, forea them-
gelves LERRLERE tha viasitor to thi

CTASH

|'-||'.1|'. tlia
+ 1

Eplasinimng of 0 s

= .
ATY  BEL
oL an aarl

yinterior of the Glades. 'l'i'.|1 v 151 ||||:-c
in aces that have long since passsed away, the haughty and ferocious
-I_'_-|_|'i|:.»;:||'|:i|||'L'i..._l'__ ||I':I'.|| his T la '-'.l.'l'l'-l i"-:'!.'.-lll.:l |!||-|| Nomes
bv maoro |---'.-.|':I-'.| people, who were i‘| 1'|
].]q,-l'q,'l |E||' (ATINE Bl :I e -\.\.II' S Il..| AT EaE I.-'I I_|.|I EIINesS CRITE, I.I-:".'l' '|1-
cruise for plunder, to revel in safety upon his u -I'.||ImuL il spoils.
Onee in this secluded spot the Catholic missionary pursued the
]||.".!|_'L'|'1||._'-' vocation of teacl i|:__: the b '|i:_-'5.||'-| | TAT |.:|- truths of the

Hl.l:‘ﬂ-:ll':; ﬂl.llli. .ill"!'l' I_"\- :-\.|_'||_||'|i |:_'-\.\_ qiu_-1_||‘|_[_||||_ i ._'|i-i |;,||:|i, I:-_'l. kL, il'lilill![ .| I'.i.i

(g 0! 1-'-.|'-|,-|:|--| |-'.' strongar 1oes,
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lifea Lo the vengeance of I|I"JII'|.il||'| .'::-r"'_ EJ"”-." of these EIE‘!UJIH ara
r:---.-.-Eu-_qulI.||.=I|I..a iet of the wily and intrepid ‘“1"" » the chiof
of those of his tribe that |'|||..'||‘. golierc l.| '"ll'l"'" bstinately in :""i""-i“""
t of the ["-Ii--l-.- of the I ed aral Government "| I-=I--u'-|||-'

in |--|--'i- ining the United
1l allow them to remain still longep
CrAYES of thoir fathers, .J-III:I
1 i) t':-iliiirll S to ™
i LITEDS '.'.E'.|||||||:,

visit to the Pahavokes

tl:l,' I'||:III:I'|.'|'.I|'.'I -
them weat: and who fli.::l._'-.' S0
States to abandon that policy a
on tha '| 1Tl |~'|| f EToun ds anid TCAT the

|,..:,|||._| tion also ti the sacred I R R TER R “I.--=__" i
i I\"'|| Y Orers 1s

Was given t-- :I.u.-. region |-_'-' I

influence upon the visit _ _ 0 | Pahn
upon fi persodl i T :'I|" i imagination and Wi 11 QUlEes NS [ancisg
on such subjects, it may be Enr---l.I!.- d, would be somewhat poetic.
But if the visitor is a man of |-|.'|--|i-~|| utilitarian turn of thought, the
first and the abiding impre agion is the utter worthlessness to civilized
mamn, in its presonl condition, lor any usei 1l or [aTLe -'||"| HO e, Of -|||;.,
entire rerion. A solitary inducement can ||--1 il b « .._|.L-r| to &
decont -.-.I|i|.- man to settle in the interior of the I','~--|_-:|:|-.l--. Somep
of the islands me LY be fertile, but their i"l'll"'l'-'- E'EII'_" , BXCOPT by amall
boats, and the entire isolation I'--rll society their residents would hava
to encounter, would deter most men {whao did not desire to avoid their
follows either from misanthropy or fear of justice for crimes com-
mitied ) from making the Glades their homestead

L [|I|' [ll'.'ll:'lil'l"llli.lir'-\.' ol :|.|--._ i 'ill r o [eal Or more 1M l!l'!:l'|| of tha
waters from the basin of the Eve Jades and from the Atseenahoofs
and Halpatiokee Swamps near the Glades by the means suggested I
have given m ¥ ll|‘-1||. . and the data on which 1t 18 founded When

the waters are thus abstracted, the deposit beneath them in the basin,
generally from 2 to 3 feot in depth and gomatimes mora 'l-i '.'nn thim
rock is found, will ba left exposed and become dry. Whether it 18 of
such character that without any admixture of loam or other sml it can
b relied upon [ l."l T -:'|| IVaL -||| i r.|.‘|‘.|!|i| r CARI -.-r.|_. |-|' H: ,I'||I:" 'I!
by uf[l.u] experiment This deposit 15 exc edingly licht and ‘when
-:|--. and broken to L .'Il a3 becomes an impal |nLn|-' LR || 1T 1k "- H
|.-|' found to b i = il oo T [0 5t 1ta specdy axhaustion and _IH ]I--l I|. .'I'
when dry and exposed to the 8 irface to be removed by the winds are
-t-|--[|u|-- to its extensive successful use in the cultivation of sugar,
|_I-:'|'I i:l-l.'L-.l'l-, £ IIII i, or corn that should be anti I, bk even
then, that tho sin may be advantageously appropriated to the
rearing of tropical fruit trees and plants, by exeavations il necessary
in the roek of its bottom and filling them '..'.:':| h the deposit and soil in
“I-'i':"x:-:'i||2-1_'.'. I have hitle d l':!ll; and that largre tracts o f fertilo and
valuable lands adapted to the eultivation of anv of the pr aduets
]l:l!!“'l]_ CRTL I"'I' |'I'l:'_."i'|||'ll || r|||' l'.[ |l|l'_::|_ |-|:_- :|_'|Ii_ II:_I:I;[.'“!‘-\.'.".'
Swamps by the undertaking suggested, if properly earried out, I'do no
I:|II|"-'|Ii-lr:. I do not hesitate ::|-|- L glale '|._'.'. i '|l.'i|||..i_ 1_:.:I! '.|I-!'
imereased value of the ]'!Illl'- I,!||I--. |-'|'|r|_:|_ |-.| wionld 0] L1 il the cost of
such undertaking. Besides, by decreasing the waters of Lake
{:'I'-"' | '."'l' 5 or 6 feet, hundreds of thousands of acres of the Leat
bottom lands on the shores of the River Kissimmee and other rivern
tl'l""-: ry to that lake (those on the Kissimmes extending the distance
of 100 mules up that river) would be also reclaimed, and a large
ff':'lllfi':_‘-' northcastward |". of that lake mav likewise b drained -r"_"‘-
Propeer I'-:lll:l‘..w. s \Jyroe -I.- {. .;-.__-,:_--.-|;|___- |:|,.' laka 1.,,-_;_ i.ll' aeeiT A
lateral drains running mto the prairies there situated. * ¥
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The Everglades are I'II:i.l'..'- below the .-".':'lll of :-."«l-'l. and tha
meteorol 1 and barometrical statistics of different times ‘.'.§I||i||
the lazt | YVears, furnizhed |-_'-. soveral different writors, prove that
the climate 18 a8 favorable to the cultivation of tropical fruits as :||:-||:.
of ANy Country between the '.'-'.I.'I:!_'.'-:'::"||E;. and ‘.'-'--':!I:.'-I varth PAr=
allels of either north or south latitude, De Brahm, in his mamis :'i|;-‘_.
Y Ephem-

this character, in relation

work, before noticed, has compendious tables which he ca
erides.” contaimine pseful information of
of the Peninsola of Plosida., De. Porfine has

furnished similar tables, and he states that most of the productions,

natural to the Lropica Intitudes, can be best cultivated on the bhor=

ders of the ter IErata latitudes, nearest thoe Bguator: and aXPernance
vorifies his statement. It is known that in China INATY EII'-I:||I|'IE--I:.=I
.|:::i_‘. from bhetween the Iix"iul:lil"\-.l ave become acchmated, and aroe
e e '“ll"!l"'-!.i.l W as '.I'_': 0= '_|I|' |-||'|_|-'[. L1 :_'_l'l'l'r I.;:l!i__-ll'_ etz 3
If the hopes indulged of the favor: success of dramning the
Ewverelades should be but '.l:.I'I.::|;_'.' realized: if the i1|!:-'i--j' I!:.. |.|I'."
LEIRTL 3 I rom '_|'-' AL R0E | AT .||I|||:.:||'-I_ i |-:' | w-! il | |:|' |.:'|.-'.'|-|i_
I:'." the test of experiment, not to be adapted to the cultivation of
sugar, cotton, rice, and tobaceo, corn, gaal |:I'I:.|-. and the other
most important products, specified in the documents and pubs]i-
cations referred to; and the extensive region m the basin now sub-
L uenus 15, 1N COnse juence, as Il have httle doubt 1t can I, AT
sriated P i I.|'l!_'. to the erowi o o I.':-:ilir:| trees and plants Dearine
: = 1 - -

s, 08 1 havp L. T reEL 'l.'..I,I 'I! by el Ly .:||'|||'E||'_;-_|
to the Uni and, m my judgment, will fully comj enapte for the
expenses incurred.  If the large quantities of lemona, limes, oranges,
hananas, plantainz, firs, olives, pingapples, coconuts, anid other

tropical fruits, enumerated i the publications cited, now imported,
at hael prices, from the West Indies and elsewhera, couli be supphed,
or only 1n part suppled, from thes region, 16 would be of no trifling

advantase o the -.: aole country. Such fruts could

any part of the United States in less time, in better Jre5 '1.I|il':|. .'|I|l-||

of course, at much less losa, and cheaper than fro I any part of the
W !-._ amd without !;..- YT enL ol 4Ny e wWIThE OF 1IMpPOTE |El.|:q.--'_
I 1118 ECFLoI, 11 I| II i k] P !l-"' |-|I"'|l|': i'-\. |_-:|' |.'_|'.' SHCLIOTN |.|- ||'|_"
j [ which 15 congenial to such productions in such
y may be entertained of reanne them for
-on that can be looked to as I'.I!.::!-II' ol

whatever '.I:-:n'_|--'::|.|':|l iff other countries

with respect to those productions. But if it should be ascertained
that the more in portank st les of sugar, ete., before sped iil.'-l, Can
filan b i !'-': ::""l'--l:-!'.' -"||.i'.: !:_--| ITi B0 LN | :--Z: | & :|Z-:-':' L1158 1T -||-|'-
takinge is finished, then, that the results must be of inestimahbla valua
to the wi { iy |
comment wholly s

Fimin tates)
ices of vidh
FiThA ad i il
ETOW ¥ ol
raco than L 1

degrea of ment
IRy ba extra
prestnued, |

the prom




o4 EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

‘._::I:].'- froo, I'\.\. ||||_'- Vary ||."| sl B pvies that oan Do ]'I'III:.I':I_-|: ‘||||-\--|-“1
most conducive to the preservatio of their independence, pros-

and : :
}ETS and ha IPINEss. The citizen, whether 1T eXC .I'I'.'I'“ ar legig-
ative ‘station. of without cither, w I|-- guceeeds in making fit for culs
tivation, even if but il:.-ii:..h a region equal 1n extent to either of
the thres sm lleat States of th 5 Confeder: Oy, DOW s useless as 4 §TL]

deaorts of Alriea, will earn a |||':| mead
of Elor |-|| and of the Union The By -
v haunt of nox1ouws Vermu, or Lo res0ort of pestllent rop-
1 wall cause the millions of

I i
false Irony Lo |.|-..-,|.-
1
|

les arée now = L ;I- 0

I|".| ]l."
ag T LT iy :
tiles, |:||' afateaman whose eXOoriions i
Rores ‘i|1. contaln. now worse than wortiiless, Lo Lea with the
||,-||.|,||;|_ |*;||:|:_-L|'_L'-._ to be ehane inta A FArden in

products 1 Tt
which can |-|- reared many pxotics, iIntroduced for tho
first time for cultivation into tl Wl S whether necesaaries

CONVENLERCES, O 1LAN IF1es T I that man who thus adda
il wealth and independence of his country, who
contributes by such means to the con !--I'! f'i' |-_I- fellow men, will
merit o high |:-.:|-:|- in public favor, not only with this own generation,
but with II-I"-\.lli"l.' ”._ will have created & ol ||l'._ ]__III'I that to
ba ool .| ected with i‘.u'l';ll:-ll' ol & measurs which, 11 CATTIE Ouk
P||-| Briy, will pri :|:.!-|'.' II'-_l.lill'-' such results; to |'-'_ L1 '---.I-'-. 1"-.--._
111 fi SecOn -:|'~|.-. || albion, Wit the COInI nefcmaent of Al wUnd -.II

that mmus t bha s0 om Ierntly beneficial to Ty -'-.'.II'.II'_'-.

of Life, or
to the Téesolurcts il

in consideration,
it is not anticipated that the draining of the Everg

of no mos
Thoug
and the settlement of south Flornda, and the cultivation of axotics

of the kinds mentioned on the many thousands of square miles of
land in that region, will change the destiny of the confederacy, or
gither cause or prevent any great revolution on this continent; yvet;

looking at the past mncidents | have .|§|-|.: d to; it may, without ex-

[ Aol &5 ll|.|||"' [ think, be foratold I_" if yinng app OX1MA I:||-' L
the sanguine expectations of many in telligent officers and ¢ itizens ara
realized, in less than 10 years a new, |..u_.u-'|--||-“=|.| may be added

to the L7 |.|.||.. formed out ol cast and gouth Flonda, disseverin
1|:-||:_--_|1|_';.|_ |,'-||'_|||--:I,i||_'| TLOW 1'\.-.-:::|'_’ betwern them and mmnds la and
west Florida, sections totally dissimilar in pursuits, interests, and
habits from the former; .!|I|I|II||'|IIII|I*-|. industry, and p: WFTESSLVE

III.I I"J'I'I.II 1.|||.-'|,'I|'-\.1 f other portions of .' ol LITL, JLOW Ll -.|-I"-'-'|lll'
|__|__.. he directed into ¢ i ||'|- & |._'.' prodta |||_ and more conducive

F 4] T el
...|.|!|I'I|f napp ne=s of tha Union and

L LG |.-|_: "-'| |||---- ||'I,I_-.. :-|.|l. |'l.
the :-|'I':'||' uity of our republican institutions.
I have l|III*-"'I'-'-"| to you all the information upon tha su | ject & ||:--

Tt rni1-:-||1.'|\||- |r-.~I|-=-| that ] I."IllII '. LY |.. i) 1 under-

taking which, if it succeeds as hoped |.~:'- mises to ba so 1-.||:!|<||l|_-
hu.r'.ll ial to [| 8 COUntry ||:.|I-| vt ||- commenced forthwith, I sub-
mit to yor * patri I:I' and enlichtened consideration. In my judg-

ment I,|||' o -.|-' iment 15 1.'.l rih a trial
1 hawve the honor to e:.um-.u-'-q: myself, with high respect, youl
dient servant,

}
r (iDE=

BrokiNGIAM SMITH.

NOTE Frof. Ni f 118 B ‘h of the histary of St. Louis, Mo., in page =
1 i P T - i B - 3 i "
l‘."'il"..'I II'='liI|"i. \'H\. “ 11 sehraary e 1hd il Aas0E |'wramnt "-‘-'Il
1 3
Corpross, mays:
{ 1,29

“Is it not surprising that doring the 32 yoars that Bpain had possession ¢l U
Louisiana the province was never settled by native Bpaniands, excepling
3 I i ]
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EVERGLADES OF FLAORIDA,

!  Theinhabiianis were French or the descend-
ants of Fronch from Cannda or lower Lovisiamm: and the Spaniards have lelt no
remembrances of th selves mving thelr lind reglster—no institntions, no works
oot i ginela m nont of ||.:I|Ii-- ntility Donbtless the golden teeasunca bu i
;-';;||!_|i|l-||-! _"||I"\-;-'I-;I|.-I of Bouth Amers i E bl bow m

who ruled over it and a fow for irades

tempied from th 1] b

v ol the M i by

(u] F &
o ] ch the sun never get: wl
1 e hanghty Elizabeth, il boeomaes

AYVESET A0 I

APPENDIX TO REPORT OF BUCEINGHAM SMITH.

No, 1. —ExtRict reoM THE ReronT o Con. K. BUoTeER, SuRvEYOR (GENERAL OF
FLORIDA 1IN 1547, 70 THE | ER OF GENERAL Lann OFrFIcE.

b & LFV ] '.l\.i'l

ErrER OF (Y. JiauwEs (ADADEN. OF SOUTH UVAROLING, TO |'.l|".'_
ALK ER G EUHRETARY i
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