. HISTORY OF DRAINAGE AND RECLAMATION WORK
IN THE EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

[5_"-' the treaty of February 22 1810, the Kingdom of Spain ceded
- to the |. nited states 1n |'I:..|l ]II--l.-I'I.._".' anid so 1.'qu IOTIEY :|||I‘ rritories
known by the name of East and West Florida.! After the United
otates acquired the terri tory known as Enst and ‘|'L| it Florida, such
h|.L Ory was he i ..,.,I.~.,1 to the Con m.lll..ll.- 1 and laws of the United
States., The Inrulu-_ kn 10WIN 45 East and West Florida was. by act
ul'l: Ongress, ~||J|||--1--| "ul.u ch 4, 1545, admitted into the Union under
the nar o of the State of Fl III la om an ELFLIE | :r LN W ith the o I".:l..|
?"-._|._I_| - II. .|.|| :'I-.I-\.I'.'\- '.'.||.|._a-u_ Yer, on ||||- -"-,||'| 28 ||I|-|||_ 1: k1 |¢~
otate should never interfers with Lln primary dis |-.---.| of the public
lands |_-,._-,.; within it., H'l. I his act Lk ||-2“-\-- :_I-'-:ll ||'- ‘ida became v ..,||:'
with all llf the |i rhits and |'||-1.1.'|l"- A8 L0 Proj :.,||l. ATl ...,-.1:|"||H.
possess el |:-'. the nr|-r._||||| States of ::_-_ [ nion.  Thus the bads || the
v ble ..'~|1-. and lakes '-'.||!I T her horders becama vested in tha
h"'-l'l'-l'_'-'l|_'t of Florida and remained for the free use of the citizens
of the State. (State v. Gerbing, 56 Fla.. 603.%
The [.-'_’iﬂ-l:l.'l._p.- of Florda in 1545 (sen . I':Ir - and ::;p_i_q ;||_ | =
118 :|lf=ljl|l'-| resolutions calling attention to the drainare of
the Kverglades, which resolutions formed the basis of the activity
of Benator Wi ateolt in his efforts to have the lands -r:':::'.ll'-l L0 |";--";|'::.|,
Act of Congress of 1850.—Through the efforts of Senator West-

I:-\.|-|- ]

| cott, one of the first United States-Senators from Florida, the swamp
| and overflowed land-grant act was enacted, and by amendment made
| ::i|||}i|'.:|_|‘-:_|' to all the States of the Union, which is usually referred to
as the act of Conrress || | roved ."ln-!f_p:“l_-;-': a8 |-_'.::_ Cfean p. 67.)
].-II El'l |:|:'-\. Al | I AT I ||r DI AR MY e ||- |,|'| | | . -| L ahi! '_|:|_||l||'_|l.]
to the State |'.-l' -'| As '\-.'.”-: AP PEAr i-_'.' Liies T ||.,- aof |-||- |,::||.j
| (Office and in '.: » fab ||.|_|-|: statement n the hiennin report of the
S Commizsioner of Aericulture of Florida for 1907, The primary pur-

poae, 08 68X P gapd i the act of Coneress, 18 to aid the States to reclaim
AT BWATD and overflowed lands within their limits |l_'.' means of
draing and levess,

Thae act of Conrress eranting the swamp and overflowed lands for
| - the purpose of drainage and reclamation further provides that title
thereto shall be conveyed to the various States |-_'. patents from tha
Gieneral G IWETTIment ; .|.I:-!. it PUTSUATICY :|||'||'--f, |
'!ll,' 1"::- “:--.'u-"| IMGL Lo Lk H::.I-' i :- f"--:':-|.| CONVEYIng
;Ji:ll ||'..'|'|'|||-'\.'-\.'|'|': ::'llll-i ;.';I!I_"I '|.'-_|;_ '\-':iljl'-": Lt Lhes

legrialatur

o issued

1 HWL |"|:|




EVERGLADES OF

FLORIDA,

State laws of 1851 and 1855.—Following the enactment of the act
ol Lonerress :|||;:|---I': .|' III o 28, 1ao0. ':::I' I-I"_:i"'-l:l-_l.i'l' of the
: 2), in 1851, accepling the grant
¢ of internal 1 Iprovement,

e T v + .
J L |||||I'|'| '|"""I|||| T

aforesaid. and made ||-l'-.|-|| 10T A

compoesed of & membershi 1 from the varnous jllllil'iili circuits of the
:'m'h (Sea p. 67.) In 1854, this board, after some effort to handle
L [ !.-!, prepared A& rép Il .-|-'.ri'.'|-_' forth the reasons 1.'-.|._'-. tha b varcl
[ || itself i

O AT |5|- ::;:- [l;:|.i il :|:-'i:' ElHOTLS :_|:|_§ 1.'i|'-.'.'_-hI

" Tl THIAT a bl which 1 wemel o hat tl | ralakiim
RO COITL M ol ¥ A Ddl, wingchh 16 Tecommmerds LAl 18 lamsiaturae
[aiLss . Bd : EHSCELITRE B BiEW LATLAE8T l::l'l' -:[ nry b, |“‘--=-:~. RIIE 18
| el n = - I- - I | r (e

NOWT S |'.|::|'I-'I '-|II. Laws of Florida ['his aot croates ' rustess of

Improvement Fuand, by designating the Governor, Comp-
-"n.- torney General, and Commuissioner of Arriculiure
s201s in office as Trustees (sec note 1, p. 19), and grants
':|.|-|_'.' the lands sranted to the State of Fli ||'i 1
I' M5 e ||""||||||"r
|, and also the lands granted to the St under the
:|l'| i EI:I":.I'-I\.'.i :*-':lln':|'|-|'r 28, 1850, for tho PUT[ROE0E el I"I.H 5 |.I|T|"||.

; £ the

act of 1541 for miernal improvemont

| - LTSt |'l'iI:_-: A TL] lEI'i.i:I:'.'.' and reclamation of
gwamp and overllowed lands, S . G,
r the first 25 years of the management

Polic u::-: of Trustees.—uring
of tha fund under the |.:'-l'-.i- na of l'!|:||=l-'!' 110, the Trostess and I,]lll
exeoutives of the various admmstrations, up fo and including the
yoear 157, ail hered --I"||". to the terms of the prant |-_'.' Conpress, 148
acceptance :'l'-.' the I| I. fure 1n 1851, and the B wisiong made for
I:'-- dministration of the fl.:l-. by chapter 610; and in each and every
mmstance where the !--__'i«l::'l::'-- sought to divert the Internal I

T

||.-"-|
ekrnln---ul' FEIT '|l'| rn tl
|| Ll | i ||. il AT ||':||:|-' S0lELY

r g s - 2 3
WAL ;_|:|| ovoerflowed lands, this attempted lerislation was vetoed

bv the then (overnors veto of Gov, Direw in 1879 of
the first railroad land errand that woro PASER |:-_'-.' the State lperis-
lature, which resulted in the legislature inserting in acts thereafter
attempting to grant lands to railroad companies provisions making

gl rTrants -'!|ljl' t to the trusts and PrOVISIONS ol '.: ¢ ACL APprROved
| | di unds by
and tho |::'I.I|.||.-II'.

IL'I'I w5, 15855, providinge for the sale an writion of the
 Trustees of the Internal l||||--~-|- _ )
.-:' the ||.~.=..I.~ thereof, or the uze of the | L1 |*-\. in kind for the mam
P |I| o of the act, vz, the drainass and |-.-|--I|-. ing fit for enltivation
of the swamy [ AT ] -|'.-'I| --.'.n'-l lands of the fund
]I APpeTs [.--ll- a close examination of the various acts of the legis-
.|.|'|||, '|l'lr N || Tig |: Tl I, .;|||:E -.'.|I|Iil'.ll-.I|'_r down to a YOy roceEnt II:ZIII'.
I'lrn.ll'l I|||I" L0 PTRNL SWImn D :.l'.ll 'l"||.'|'”||'-"-|"| I"'l'l'\- L0 ENCOUrAEra I!l'-'
construction of railroads. arerresating 15,000,000 acres, that only a
Tty IATY mterest theroin wos :-l‘:h.':ll|"|-:":. L be '_’l'!'-l'-1l"| |3l_‘-' the
legrislature. .
Immediately following the several acts of the e '|=| iture attempling
to grand lands to aid in the construction of rallroads, bes 'I '|IIIII"' with
1879, the Trustees of the Internal Improvement l"u::-. established and
obsarved the policy of regarding such acts as abaolute grants of the
|:|r;-|-~ :|||'||'_i|-!||-|| !I.:l'!'-E':II. and of l:"l!'.".'-".'i"l'_' such lands to '.l'.'!‘ railroad
companies in aceordanes with this intorpretation of the meaning of
*_~.'|;|'|;I actzs of the lemslature: and from 1879 to 1900, inclusive, I.I|2-"-'-'!'-T'-E
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EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA. b

of R.000.000 acres of SWRIN P and overflowed lands were deeded by
the Trustees Lo railrond -:--:|:|-:|'l:.l'- under ||"_‘i--|:|:'i'.4- |:;r'.-| FrAnLE. .

Disston sale.—The efforts of the Trustees of the Internal Improve-
ment I und :-u: andle the vast trust and discharee thed |'||| ol '-.ul'-. it

upon { Z 11! -|- greatly disturbed by the effects ansing from and
duringe ‘n‘r ---l'-'h-':-:l tho otates. The Iund, however, or 15 man-
ATy :||".’ 116Li in any wise bea |"|:|':;_"|'-| |-_'. law nor had tho
nowWers and -:.l' [ the .J..'.mll'-'- and their successors in allice boen

ticular durnne this :I- Fiod ol time, nodt
rations arainst. the fund matured
MOV DO meel il |'.-||:--|--| 1ts hinal

curtailed or lin

Wil ..I.:'n..i':'_" :|::':_.

{1 not hay !

FRment Lo b | il '.|':!'.|.-I-I':|:E:.'-.' in the hands r:[ tha Lin

this was relieved during the first term of Gov. l'i|n'~|

||| 1 -ur S UM DD scres

1 and overflowed lands, | 'Il' '-5'|' s 1"II ol [II" F'I"""'l'l|'- i'f

I of these lands relieved the ||I T | 1|l:- 11 i‘.- Lemporary ain bar-

FASSICNG, anid tho entire fund was agFa || it 1in tho [FOESS0REI0N, GOl |l||..
and manarement of the Trustees

First comprehensive dnm .I.L;-:' plan.—On February 26, 1881, a

i red into by and between the Trustees and Hamilton

'S :_|: l.'-.:_in'!| il Wil .|-'|'|--':| |:_'. |'|i--ll'-.'| :'.I|l| ||.- RE5i0-

r !!” 1881, by tho sale to .5.|.:: lton ]':-

CONLraGE

| Neston

: L oadk 1.4 - L e i T ¥ i o |

ciabes thal ey Wollld || mln ::I:-| FCLRIITL; EA |..l'| l!I- .I U1 f IR0 ELEIY
- - = B 1 T L ¥

ch LEEn, all the overflowed lands 1n the =tate of | L AVEILED 5 vt of

1 Lo |:-' State of Florida

township 23 and sast of Peace Creek balongai
or the Internal I'II|="'I"-'-.'!:II'|I: Fumd (=op note 2, p. 200
Under this aerecment drainare operations began near Kissim
and woro |-||--|--'|'_||-.| {or somn 1 hh timo MANY qu
t1ons were raized about the l|.':.i'|::"l' OpeT I|-"||'~ resulting in an act of
thin |,._-i.|:|1 e el F TH I| {ich L. 20909, Laws of 1 Lo in) aut 10 i.-'.ll:',
itlie e it i |||:..-|n||'-.._--.'_:;_|' and mEcertain w it
_".I!:_| I Fi s | = r‘ Lk} |||-.. I'||| |'||I-'|--|- |.:.||-|

y eorporation to ‘which ||:.: flton Ihsston and nsso-
contract with tho Trustess) !.:'-:| :'|-|'|:.i:|||'-| for the

5 » 4
TEEaR o |
TS, (LI} 11

olales asse Tkt B FTRLL
| #*
mitata ano -.|Ii||-|' [PUITRSAAS LUR] |||-|' '-.'-i ICH ACE LOe FOVornor mij -_||_.|J
. T 3 § I [T .
.'q.l-'-.|-. o .|_ II;_: ||-I Wy o M e L davison, and John I!ll'.!-.|':lI-| I S BRI

muitton moade A oxtansive -"-.-|||'||:-|.I:-II| into Ll |I'-'I'I- T OPEratlens,
the number of canals dug, the lengtl width, and depth of the samae,
and the location thereol: Ifll'_'.' also exami I!_’ll-' '-I||-|:|". ol '.|'_-‘
.'.;|||,;' | |'-||-.-;,;|'-,'§: (] | I,..u i :I|'|':|!:||:'-: fha [rrfSCr ol Foute, with f !_.I'I!'
";II"I.-.II'I'.' il l;;-u-'w on the waters il MiF E 1l o \ the actu il affoct
-i||'--:||||'.l;! ;|':|-|:| '_i:l' WALETS ;lllll:-_'.:-.|-.| '_'I|=.:I'_ .I!II:..‘.I'.-' .
Argi l-:- COTMTEY '.-.: il-i| ||||' CANAIE Wanh |:'||-|I|:|-|: (4] -'-.| j|-
examination was made by the committes during the per i0d -:-f th
voar of the createst annual depression of the waters of I! o rivers and
lakes, which period was determined by information obtained from
tho Federal Government on the subject as well as by 1 veteorolorieal
'hll-u rvations and reports of the Government and otl Brs. _.I."" e
I-I |-.|'I'I'|||-\.|'| |""|.|||I |||I ||i--||-||-'\-'|||'-l'| "::-'.I'I'=.I!'.'|.":|:'
permanent |u.'.-'|".: f the wi I- ra of Lako Oksoclioboo :|::5| the Kis
gimmes B |--| its lakes and tributaries, ar -|| tated that this was and
is the main feature of the ;r eral pl drainage as embodied in
tlu- contract made with the '|-_| alees] 'I| it the lands can only so ba

T ::-| ned by [ CENLA |'|I|'-. lowrp |.|'--' :|.:l| I.'H.“"'I':'ll..r reduced the watlers

of Okeochobea and its confluents, and that i their waters are not




100 EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

|l-'II:'.|'.I||'|Il'._'.' lowoered and |-:-.'_.II reduead _'.|--' '-||-I'I “[. '!II'-I:III-'I:.ZI." i*—: ok
carped out and thera can be no reclamation under the contract, Inas-
much as the company had failed to reduce the lakes and rivers which
wera to be lowered in order to effect this reclamation. Theyv further
"-\.||| i iy I.||-_'. had taken time to |_|||-u-|'.| the waters in the drainage
listrict at eve Y SOAS0N O i tho yidr 1m o wrder to test tho permanant

cliaracLoer e-I' the work and better assure themselves of the correctness
of l!:-- conelugions reached.  (Sea note 3, p. 21.)
T :.|- committea’s report having I:----'|=. communicated to the Trustees

of the Internal |_||||:-"||’-.'4_~‘|||-I|1 Fund, some further ellforts were mades to
place the drainage operations in more satisfactory condition, which
resulted In & modid || atton of the l.lI.‘I’:.|. “l:-u-ll.lll contract, which
appears to have failed to carry out the object that the Trustess had
i:| contamp lation when tha |'|'i|I||' cation was :’_I'.|:I[1"li. Tha I'I'i:'il.:'.|
contract established a dr AINAZe Ares or district embracing |-.i:l|-:'||'-.i-
mat |_'. 0,000,000 acres of land, the drainage company to recoive for
ils EXPE mditiires 10 1||.|.||.|.;_':-:= O] ations |:||_' wla from tha Trustoes to
alternate sections of land belonging to the State of Florida or to the
Intarnal _III":|-|'I!-"-I']|I|'|I|_ Fund within tho terms of the contract which
may be reclaimed and thus rendered fit for cultivation.

Tho Disston contract was amended August 17, 1888, under which
amended contract the Trustees wers to deed, |IIII:"' and in consideration
of the cost of such drainage operations, to the Insston company 1
pere of land for each 25 centa that the com pany 1-\.]I||-"|l|.'l. in such
work. The change in the contract thu perml itted drainage opora-
tions to be carried on mn the |":i:--i[||:|ll'-:"' Valley, many miles distant
from Lake Okeschobes, and at & much hizgher altituds than the lake,
and thus tha only canals exeavated by the Disston company that
would h ave ten ded to reduce the we vters of Lake Okeechobes and the
Everglades, if lIn ¥ had been completed, wers & canal from the south-
wist gliore of Lako s Dkeechobea into the Caloosahatches River and one
extending south from Lake Okeachobesinto the Glades without outlet.
Drainage operations under the Disston contract ceasod about 1889,
(See Minutes of Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund, vol. 7, P4 16.)

Dr. H. W. Wiley, of the Bureau of Chemistry, in 1891, made a
report to tho J:'.-E-.ul'nu--l:l of Acericultura on “The Muck Lands of
the Florida Peninsula," which furnished valuable scientific data on
the constitution of |_|||- anll and chimatie conditions ol tha J':'--'l"_"llll:-= B
and in 1905, Dr. Wiley filed a re port on * Cane and Cassava Calture in
Florida," eontaining analyses of Florida sugar cane. (Sea pp. 73-31.)

P‘lan adopted by Jennings's administration.—In 1:u' |' tter part of
VO Lr0vw, oJons |I | -.|l|||-., -.|'|I,||-.'-r| [ --Il'-|I'r1II||I|II y fave '|I-.|I"~
ALl || had m e |I data compiled touchis 1iF tha feasibili |'- and praciic
hilit ¥ u._ draini ng the Fver '| wles, the topol rrapd ¥, rain h]l wale I'~-II'-|
.'|.I.I uda above sea ||-..|-|. IIII lots, et zllll| |l|l 211 |"I|. L I'= n"l'- nee thereto
in his message to the lesislature of 1903 1.1..I profile draw III.:._H -!:'il-'- LI
the altitude of Lake Okeschobes, e III. s of |.Ill..- Kizssmmmes River and
|.-|,|-,|'w-, ir||'t|:-|il|;_': ':l!'i:l,'l_'i.'5'|1l:'!_li'l'. and ther r||-‘-.|ILu||=. h!'l-l‘.l." |.Il|. Wi |'-|
showing the normal elevation of Lake Okecchobea to be 20.42 feot
abovoe the level of the Gulf of Mexico and |:-h:|'|i-:':||.]_1' the same ul"f::'ll1-
above the Atlantic Ocean, with reference to the surveys or levels
made by Gen. Gillmora, Col. Hopkins, Maj. Wurts, V. P. Kaller, J. W
Newman, and W, H. Caldwaell, assistant United States engineer. The
IeE3ame mads reference to the 1'xj||"l]i1i.l.lll of Mr. James E. IJI:.:E'Hi.II-I:'I-

(i1 '. :r.r..--a_.

'-",i.:::.' r".|" .

—— e




EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA, 11

tho nat ure ellll.:l -:'hl racter of the z0il, its fertility and growths thereon,
naming tho ] incipal drainage outlots to ba ||| "n-r1|' ',|-._- thi cutting
of canals from Lake Okeechobes to the Gulfl o "'.l-: vico and the waters
of the Atlantic Ocean on the Kast, b LR ‘h,_'l

The patent Lo the Everglades was obtained on .".|1:i: 20, 1903 (sea
. G1). about the same time that Lyov, o onin ||:'_;-L'-h messaira was auh

=

mitted to the |l'_:i*-|-||'ll'-' and -_'-'.-5.:'.'||:|‘:il' effort was made to prul 1
|_.-|.'|::||:!|' [||||:: r|_.- I 'l"lll\.! i AF 'i AN i L |-|' I:_:- .II'_I;,'\-\.':-l'l"\-\. |;-'-.' ||;|'."'| ¥ '.! i
minutes Ell'il'.ll'!l. Wl had not theretofore been done ::I'.-:l ‘_:.!||l'-~

wers propared '\-I.l\.l'.'||| __' the statuz of the fund, both in lands and
monevs, whichshowed that the fund was really without money orlands:
that vo land-grant claimants were claiming all of
the lands that the fund had or could become entitled to.

A aale was made | by the Trustess to Neill G, '.!:I;-\."' {=en Minutes of
T[IIH'H*-EI"J- Internal |r|-|n--|u it Fund, vaol. pp- 115, "-l' of
|1'l|'- oximately 100 000 acres of lan -:|. Proceed la to |-|' |--'||_ for dr ||||'| iy
work, which land the railroad companies elaimed belonged to them,
and broucht suit to recover the ..:'.Il-ﬁa- or the proceeds ansing from the
aqy oy I.'u-:'----[. challenging thoe power ol the Trustees to sell the lands and
LET 1 143 ]II weeeds for ANy ather purpisa 1:::.I: to turn the MOneays over
to the rai road elaimant This caused the Trustess to examins mors
]l:-.' "1|.|-|". into then |:|:--.'.|-:-' and duties -.!I.|:||;[ to the manaframent
aposition of the lands of the fund, which resulted in the Trustess
Top wounding questions to Hon, D. U. Fletcher, of the Jacksonville
1 Hon. I} 1|l'l. Williams, of the Tallahassea bar, and Hon, T, L.
i'l:.'.'l-n-. of the Monticello bar, asking for their written opinions on
the subject, which were furnished in due course, which questions
ware answersd in oifeet |:-_l. all of them I.'| ot the Trustess of the Internal
Improvement Fund are clothed with full power under I'|-' laws of
]"l-:||'||!_|| to sell the swi AT and overflow 1l" lands :.II||I| || r the
aet of (0 -|||'"| =2 of ""u |"|-'||'||' 1850 I'|'~" the purpose of carry I|'r ot

tho rallroad leeis]lat

- . - B
tha provi aioms of the laws on the subject and were |.|: ited by the
o hject 3 of tl |-"_'I.|!|.-l:'.'I!||'|"|l::|' |1|||'..||r|.|'lul"|‘*- (i to Ehe I'Illll"'l

and reclamation of the swamp and overflowed lands,

This condition being r||'|-:-|-||:|-|i to the Trustees of the Jennings
ydministration caused them to make a comprehensive mvestigation
into the whole !-\.Il'lj- ct matter and history of the Internal |:II:II""-1"

mieri |_'-.|r' | | |'|I||' i ||.:'.|'|:_'I|:|' I:'|i:||:'.|--- :'II:Il..I':!:I'.I ;|'||: slalaments
srandarad sliowin |'||||-- ytie of all ehartersd rallroad COMmpi ----.llf all
and grants, of all ||'||"-. conveved to rallmoad compantes and |||..|
|--||_|||_|||_._--h.I:I.-:'ul||.|l| 4|I,||'|||||' '|"'|I-'||I-l |III|.|.I| |ll| Lie
act of 1850, and the dis I -ul- won thereof 1l. fuart ult of thiz Inves-
If;.’.-ll.-:ll was the LE] k] -III |J'. the '|":'l..='-.|':- of a |-|'-|_ ition asserting &
:-.||i||'|_i|-__|i||: L1 |' y I.; |.:-\. | 1 'i i rllilll over that mlf r| £ I'al Irll'l.=| |=|-'I||'

FTAIL claimants under h:l!l.«x'l_ll-'ll' and residua A |-"'-.|::'.'|- _-'!Z-I"|-
ments, and declaring it to be the fixed -.:'.:."i:||'|.-I|~-|-. and poley of
the Trustees to defend the title to the lands for the Purpiiso OF pd=

|-'!ll'II'I|| F '||'~ trust of |:I'.:..::.|:'-' and reclamation. Loy TNORe £, - __' k. )
lil.lrln r the early part of the year 1901 :!.u- I'-'|.~|'|-.=: ntatives ol Yaripus

railrond companies made demand {or hearings bofore tl 'I':||-I|'-:-'
of the Inmternal Tm iprovemaent Fund, to s -.I|' fiiestions --r ]I.II rities
between claimants under railroad land-grant sects. The Trustees

having arrived at the resolution above set [ortl _1|.-||- mined III-I Lo
execute deeds under or by virtue of any railroad land-grant act of




congideration opposition for political reasons may be expected

and should be ignored.
Two Angles of Approach

In the consideration of this subject it should be approached

from two angles:

{3] The affect of drainagse in iis relation to the agriculfural
development of contiguous lands by reclamation;

(b) The necessity of adeguate drainage canals or waterways
for the control of Lake Okeechobee and other waters or water-
sheds with the menace to life and property while uncontrolled;
furiher, the necessity of such canals and waterways in preserv.
fng the health of cities and communities dependent upon adas-
quate meathods for q.l_rj'cf»;,l'rl,-' n_*.rr'ﬂrin_ﬂ' thea great volumes of water
precipitated upon large areas now without means for their
raliaf.

The result of the hurricane of 1926 with the great loss of
life in territory south of Lake Okeechobee which was unprotected
—and still is—should cause the forward and rnight-thinking men
of Florida to protect the im-n[:-h* and the State against a n-]n-:i:iur;
of the calamity that then occurred. Itisindeed a grave question
whether the State of Florida, without respect to drainage dis-
tricts or the taxation of any particular section of the State or
its people, if the National Government fails to do so, should not
€:|l|-:{:-]:-ri.m- the money to see that sufficient drainaze canals and
waterways are constructed to avold a repetition of what has
'!le'l'_'l.ll't'-:'-.|_il-=2l1 ';_Ir';|}' at the ]'u.:ri[]-::l of the ll_j_'r: hurricane but at
f:;urn'.l__r times, and protect the people against invasion of this
description as 1t would be the duty of the State to protect its
people against invasion by a foreign foe.

I visited Miami, Hialeah and contiguous territory immedi-
ately after ,lh'-' hurricane of 1926. The condition of the Miami
Canal E-”i“"l_'i"'-fgi up the drainage provisions at Hialeah might have
‘-_*'“““"I_ epidemic. There is always danger from uncontrolled
water in a |r,1l1.1.' country and this [:-h.'-!_:-i{' of this subject should have
strious consideration without respect to land values by reclama-
1o, ' -
l:'.'_“'.:m‘f't"‘:“- I cannot see that there are any two points of
draining t]u-mkﬂuhl : L}r to the value of the contiguous lands by

! M & enabling them l".i'l.l'\-.!I.'i.l.|1'.".':ltl,_'l;_3;‘_-.'-;_:l‘.l have got a

dise
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This decision was followed by notice and motion of counsel repre-
-,.'|-,'|ri_'|'_: the various ra ||-l..l CaTe |"II|1. 3 for & modifie
illj':.".- Lion, and & request for an order in accordanco with tha NTAYer
aof the I.II.. LI LHE ted als Vil IIll:u' Causa camo on for .:"il:i'r_'_ .'-.IE-I '..'.;|-i
|-.-:-_|-;:|;-_-|:' befora .|'.fi:[-.' 2‘*'.'..!_'- Ne, wrEument 1-".-a.ﬁ_||-_r On |:_._-.. M dav
of ,"ul.l._'. at which time the j||||-'|- modified tha opd rin some il:.l'::i.-
‘!|-"i.;| Irl;.|'|_ I:-: I |:‘.I':i"|l'-| Lo & I| ANES O ey 'I-:-' '|'r' '|'_:|:_|'I -_||||~|||-:__|.:i|._.!
- ':lll:-\. r-||' r||;
purpass of draimmseEs and _'|--'|;|_'||_||:-.||. 1.-.|.|.-:. -,.,.||,-_| to setile tha
whole subject of the main and general litigation arainst the *
which was followed ||_'-.' the settlements mi _i..||.-|_ all of w
based upon ques tid ns of contracts r cartifie log 3 -.|:.':| Y
tees of the || ternal Im NPTroverment Iu |||| [ ||-: ta 11N, ;

In the case of Malone, a grantee of the Trustess aoainst Yooman
in tha sixi I ju |-| eircult of _|_|,-.'.._I|- af ,'|:||i|: L in and for |'I|::-L..1.:
County, a -_I.. 12100 WaSs rendered .w-:ili.||'|-|_'.' on the merits of tha conten-
tion of the Trustees, which cle: irly established that the title vested in
LRI "]': Listdaes E BUMErIOr L0 ‘|| 18 I =|||-'. |' lI|||"'|--' ETal ||'-| Ly IE||I -:_if-
risail Companica Dy the i | ||-|.-'I :..I o frant acts of the :.-_:ia.I:-,rur.:_
This sutt was in ejectment: the issues we re m ":||'I Ip upon & statutory

wiion of :-.|--:|

tha Truatess '-I:-::| or dispose of o * 1ML |..| v of ssid 1
|

|.'I"\-\.11 i

|il 1 Waora
1t Tris-

declaration and A O [1|--I rmlty, the '||I 1T |j| cluimin g title by virtoo
--1' i deed from the ||-.*- oo of | 10 r||.| rial |I'|||||-'| e Tit | ;|.|||E; thie
defendant claiming title by deed based upon a leg
LEE “I"'.l-'l.-:r--'-.il:-.. Uenla & OCh
March 4, 1879

I-|-I:- 15 il -'I:l |l-' SiGN '.|I.:|.| |:.I' ;i'i'_‘::||j-||'_ _:|;:- i:l.r|--| |':-_1.||:';.'|||- Lo Lha
Trustees of the Internal In provement Fund, .|_|||J thiat no suit has
been neglected or lost or decided advorsely to the f|||-.|._- of the
"'\-'!i:'“il!l "'-1'1"I'-Ii.l'.'i.'-\.'li'. I.-::--||| I:I'-|-||1:!'||:| |;_; -| 'l'_:. |'|._I 118, ) I-.I.|:|.a

] I||l' AXercise -.||' their
digeretion in thao manarement of the fund. the s '|.||'-:|r the land, and
tha use of the |-I--l'-|'-|-~. thereofl for the PUrpasd ol -:|_;-__||;_;_'|- ."_|||]
reclamation.

Jennings's efforts to begin actnal drainage.—During the latter part
of the Jennings L dministration, & comprehensive plan for the drain-
age of the Everrlades was prepared and submitted to the aflicers of
the Southern States |_:;'||: & Timber Co., the Consolidated Land Co,,
and other companies owning great areas of land in the Everglades,
I-|i'| several confor nees were had between the oflicials of the |:.|:||

I PaTes ||,| the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fuond.

alative land FTANL
:ll A L] II.-.I.Illl Il_.llIl'I_L-\.I [ 0., BPPI .“1,|'.||_

B .|

1T Er 1A T Powears ;||||| -;I 1 9 af the "|'rustees 11

|I|-- 8 plana for drainage and reclamation work were merred in the
#1 b Ll '-| T & |I'Il ents and E:i.:l.llh |.-l:|'-!|."i':l||ill[l' followead .||_'-' the subso-
e |l|.-l fiminist :-' 10nS,

Tha polit ho Jennings administration, as will appear by the

L |

minute '*l-l- I --.| 'r-'.' the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
(vol. 5. 1. FHT s tablishine and |:':-.-_'_|_|-:|||-' the fixed [---!il'_'.' of the
administration to be that of draina oo and reclam: |‘:"II 15 further
shown by the te Iil: ony of Gov, Jennings in 1| y gull of the Lows-
ville & Nashville tatlroad Co. o 'l.il-._.E.-.= Trustees of the Internal
In nprovement Fur .l“ tha 1] -.||..| Siates court. taken at Tallahassea,
ij-l. . 0n Moven |--'| e PHUE ||| which he stated that hae 1|I"--‘ "I*
it was the PuUrposs ol the act of ( ONErEES, and that he ag .'I._ I' II_-|I'I'
1]['.'1|I'!"-|_l""|.;;'||i_ ;||'|.':| :|?||::| |::|. I‘ll:ll |E|.;|. Ili'-i 1TEE ::I||E |'!I!|'|-_|.;.||!_'l-"

i :::'.I'.'|Eif!Z':' thie sw RIMp And oy erflowed leands was to have these lands

drained and reclaimed.  (Seea note

P . . i.__'
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Gov., Jennings' term |-~\._'|i;|-.,| goon alter this ’l"";“""'_"' was taken,
viz. on January 3, 149G, &6l which date Gov. N. B. Broward was
inaueurated. Within a few days therealter Iormer Lrov. Jennings

was employed as general counsel of the Trustees of the Internal

Imnrovement Found: and i|.|i:||'-|;.|.l-'|_'l.' thereafter .1I'I.I|:.I|'_{--. Wl
||'I:.|-- to (1ov. |:i|-|'.'..|.:|3, -.':.|.|i:|_;,' ||;|_|'I:_|'|._: \r -l.||l'll!i"ll O T |-l:'-i--,
ville & MNashwville Railrosd sunt and the pPuUrpase of tha |l'w-1i'|l|-|‘_-'.'r
|__-|:"|||-_: the immediate |:..I.'|-;|i'l|_!_' ol a I:-I'-'Ii:_‘:w.'_ and the ':|::i;||'_i|:;: ;.-[
I;--_i:|;__5_r|- |-|!|-|':|‘.i| na 1n the AMiami aver, or that the Trmstees
should determine at which place the work should begin, at an early
date. (See note 6, p. 25.)

Chamber survey.——L'rior to the close of the -|1':|I.i:|;.4 adminisira-
tiom the FOYernor |4'|.II:-:'--II'-:| the tlﬂl:lli'llzh*-i.lllll.'l'l".r ."'LL‘:."i.I'II]l.II:'I' tio Ly
pare & plat or chamber survey of the Everglades, which was made
and officially adopted by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund on the 2d |];,._1.'.:[.'i:|:||l,||;|:'_'.'_ 1905, and Appears in the minutes of tha
Ty nabeeg, '-,':-"'||||!_;' ks, pRges 1 to i, (S 1. K ":"-.:: Further informa-
[i_.r; |-.=-|:-|_|':||:_!l L ‘:l'_r [““E' n[ |_j||_' ]':".'t'|-|-_|"|:|l||'.~1. :|.1||] :-I:.|:-3||-.'I'.'||".'|:|'.| ':||-'|'|'|-:|I
appears in volume 7, pages 66 to 71, and resolutions on the subject.

'his map of the lands embraced in Everglades patent No. 137 was
madas by extending through the Everglades the Government town-
ship and range lines, as surveyed and located by the United States
Government on the East, North, and West sides of the Everglades.
The townships and ranges thus formed and platted in the Everglades
are numbered according to the United States survey system, and with
the same numbers they would be designated with if the Government
survey were actually carried through the Everglades,

Drainage work under Gov. Broward's administration.—On Sep-
tember 21, 1905, Capt. J. O, Fries, ervil engineer, raportad to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund a prelimmary survey of a
rFouLe |‘|-.'E'.'.'|'-e'-:'| Lake Okeechobes and the Atlantic Ocean lor :|'.-.'- pur=
pose of draining and reclaiming lands in that vicimity. (See note 7,
p- 26.)

On November 6, 1905, V. P. Keller, a civil engineer, made for the
Trustees a map of part of the Everglades, showing the Eu-.-1i'|== of tha
drainage canals from Lake Okeechobee to Lake Worth.,  (See Mmutes
of Trustees of Internal ill.l'll'll"l'l'll'.1"llr Fund, vol, 4, p. 80.)

On November 9. 1905, the Trustees directed John W. MNewman,
engineer, to proceed to make a hydrographic and topographical sur-
vevy of New River from Fort Lauderdale, ineluding both the north
and south branches of said river, Lo a |,uinr in thea Everglades where
the altitude approximates the mean low-water level of Lake Okeecho-
bee, and to prepare profiles of said survey. (See Minutes of Trustees
of Internal Improvement Fund, wol. 6, p. 91.)

On December 12, 1005, the route recommendad by J. W, Newman,
engineer, was adopted by the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund as the official route of the first drainace canal, from the mouth
of Sabate Creek, in section 19, township 50 south, range 42 east,
following the open Glades to the south end of Lake {Mkeechobee,
(=ee note 5, p. 26.)

In n ng*l'inl message to the Legislature of Floride o 1905 Gov.
”:u'-'.'l'.l'-] r-:'l'llllfll'-:'f'llll\.'-ll 1||4' |||:,-:|r'|||-:||'. nf i |]r:|.§:||;|_:.'|' l:.-.-._ rlrr 1'!'||' [lIITr

pose of providing additional funds to insure the drainage and recla-

ik
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._‘\..._ '|; :
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mation of the Everglades, some question having been raised by the
railroad land grant claimants as to the powers and duties of the Trus-
teea of the Internal lmprovement Funid to nea il
of Everglades lands for the purpese of drainage and reclamation
at that time, i

The drainage-tax law and operations theremnder.— Pendine tha
litigation referred to between the railroad land erant claimants against
tho Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund as to the r--.l.n'u::---hllr
of the Everglades, at the beginn ng of Gov, Broward's administ ration,
January, 1905, former Gov -

T} II'I.II"L'I'I'E'i "[ 1.:'I1:|

fo) - dennings designed and prepared a drain-
ning a dramage district embraced in the | |
anid ‘:l:-l'-.|:||!.:_': [or an ACTEasd Lax of 5 centa pér

nee=tax law de

Lverglades,
fcre per annum, to
be assessed against all of the lands in said drainage district, as an
auxili; :

of the Everglades without regard to the owng rship of the lands, (Sea

i\ry or '\-II|:-_'.||I'||'.‘.':'I|JII_'|' resource or fund (o assurs the draimagra

note 9, p. 27 This law was attacked as being unconstitutional,
and during the lawsuit a great volume of testimony was taken touch-
e e I'.-:.ai]:-.li!;.' N ;:I'.'lr-:n'._|_|:-;|i‘;_'.,' of drainace, -"]'|_.. United =tates
court having ruled against the constitutionality of the law, an amend-
IMment I]II'I'I'-I[ Wis |_|:;.|-t-_-|;_- |l_'.' I-I-I'rlll'l'{;-l‘-'_ -[-i‘:'illillz'w. W |'.i-:'|:| WS I.'jl;ll'll'li
|!|_'.' ‘_|:-.*- ||"_ti-|:||'|l'-.' andd ,'|,|'\-|!-:'-|'-.'-.-1| :".1.:|_-.' am. 1907, |:"-::'|: note 10, 17, 270
This amended act was sustained by the decision of the United States
l:_'i‘:4 '|i‘., court and the ].II'.Il'-| T‘:-I:l'_-e---. eIreuit | ot ol =‘-[‘I="-"'-“- ani r|”;.
]i!i::n'.il-‘.l WS ‘.|.-.:I :-I!Iil'!'.l.l'!_'l.' gt led |-|'I'\-.'-4-I-|| tha 'liri_-_;:_:-_|-x and the
State Board of Drainase Commissioners, result ng m the appoint-
ment of J. O, Wright, chief drainage ensineer, and the Furat-Clark
Construction Co.'s contract for the -’|:':|I:'II'.:.f_‘.‘ of tho |':'|.'|.'|'-_f'||_1||'~:_I
herein referred to

It will therefore be observed that the drainage of the Everelades
||.'|"\. 1'-.'.-'I :-|'||:|:::-':- ::|||| II:'\-\.1E||I'I ROUTCES 4:|- I'OYenus ‘_;||'|-'."||E||_;_' f|_||' 1|;r_=,
carrvine on of the work of reclamation:

“irst. The Everglades lands proper, owned and controlled by the
Trustees of the [mternal I-"'E""T"”"'“:' Fund, who are authorized and

fully I'|Z_|-|-'.~I'I'l'~| under the act of Jannary G, 1855, to sell auch |:|:|-:|-1

ELL 'I. .IEIIII'-.' I!!-' ArOCy |'||- ||||'|'-'-I|. )] |..||I ill:i"ll.l'\-l_' -_.r .:I:';__'H;_-:’.:'- :|'_-| }'.-.-I;_-
mation. The draina rg canals and other works which have been eon-
structed by the Internal Improvement Board, out of the procecds of
the sales of Everglades lands, are |;,-.,.|..-|-'_-, withim their powers amd
duties conferred on them by the acts of the legislature and the act of
l:.-'lll'_':l"-\- ol Lsalh

.‘"':---|||'__ .|'Z|l' ThiAYY .':I|-| :|-’|iiri|--.:-.| U e --[ Rl AT |||'|-1.'i|5._-|| |-.
the enactment of the dramage law, which assesses a tax on thoe areas
mcluded in the drainage district of 5 cents per acre per annum, fur-
nishing an annual net revenue of AP PrOE1m tely S200,000

| Rl
| |
1 |

After the enactment of the drainage law, and in the r.r'-u_'.ir'.-' 1t1-
:.’?I'IE"II. the most difficuli :l:-l|-.-'| v and matter from I:.-."i'“'!:.lll.'_-' BLATd=
pomnt was the allercation made in the courts I
g'lil.llil:‘l['- !-|'.'.;.\..'| 4 P |';_:-|i.'| ;|||,' |'|||||'|'|'l||| |||. e LaX Al II Ei] :|! ik |||II
';-l'i'llll-'l'.'l.' law declared uneos --'.E'.IZI.-II|:|-.I to the aflect that the State
aunthorities di not have sullicient techmical mformation toud -.|:!'|:': the
feasibility and practicability of the dra naga of the Everglades to
sustain & special assessment and the expenditure of I"'_-Ifl . IOney,
Pra-:tlc'.n'::ﬂ,:'_:.r of Everglades drainage. '|.'n meed |:I|'\-'\.. chares the
Slate oflicials, throurh (ov, Browarnd, :-|._;||:-|I|'l] to the oecretary of
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Agriculture for assistance in the matter of designating a competent,

exnert drainare engineer to investigate tho question of the feasibihty
ani '|-I'::l'| weability of the draingea of the Ever lade =, |-_‘-' i.:|.|-::.:|:.' tha
lovels and makr 7 such examination as was found necessary for this

purpose, having in view the necessity of obtaimng, to meet this allo-

i o1 of tha co _|:||:.i||:|'|‘- bulls, na w Il as for the use of the :"‘-':L'.:"'
i '|_'|_||'-'| n |_'|:.|.|::'l' of the dramnsre of the Ex |'I'::'-.'.-.!|'-C, I MMOEE Felll '|||I
and competent i'lrlll'll' vtion tl could be procured. The Secre I,,,u,

.".__'l".--'_|!| re considered the request ]-.L'-l-":.lll_".' and ordered the Inves-
tication to bo ma I-- through the Office of Experniment Stations,
1 tion snd Dramagmo |l|'--.'-|i:'.-l-|l"ll'-. Elwood .1'-|-':.l:-l cl Il.. |l'. o, LD,
; !-|:;||-:"-.i-i!_;_' drainagro gnmneer,  (See pp. 130 an d 140 for
Lexta of Wrnght reports

The State school fund.—Gov. Broward also caused an investigation
to be made into the leral status and -'-:-I stitutional rizhtz of the Statoe
achool fund over the public lands, which resulted in an opinion ol
wW. 8. Jennings, reneral cour zel for the ||l|-|-'q- of the Internal
Imnrovement Fund, under date of Uctober | 1907, transmitiing a
resolution for adoption by the State Board 1F |'| ueation omn 1| & suh-
]llf which was '-||-.-11||]|f-:|.||.'l.ll-'||'1 od to tha Trustess of the Inter=
nal I IPIT0Ya ment Fun -:|,._|--.|'-'|| raried El". '|.|'|I'II and r-ll Il B "'-"II'I|III T
in accordance therewith, which was acceded to by the Trustee 5, Al i
fAccouninge Wns Or ||._|.-|!| TR I'|II r Lo tho State H-.ILII.J ol |‘I neation --
|'---|‘| ent -:.I' the ]lr.|| padls of the aa lea of public !l.ll-|-. IJIII.II' the const =
tutional ]I--l-l-lun relating thereto, This was followed in Fabruary
1908, by the opinion of W. H. Ellis, Attorney General, in reply to ar
ingquiry on the subject by Gov. Brows ||-:| 1': the same effect, holding
that the school fund, under the Statse co |=I tution, was entitled to 25
nt of the I'“'*"""I-‘ of the sales of all [I|_:.I.l||-\.-. lands of Florida.

0
;-?" anota 11, p. 28.)

herato -.|-|'|= .=':.Il'l|. AL |i|':|.-|I|:I.',!'-.' Ach was '.I!'_'-.xl'tl. and :|r|l'l"-'k!-|'-:|.-‘-
an amendment thereto was recommended |='_'-' the Governor, and like-
WiSa Passn l|, 1Tl -| 12 the law,

During his administration Gov. Broward was a forceful champion
and advocate of the -:I_-;.lu:.:_-'n- and reclamation of the Everglades, and
LI!"'.III-'I!. ;_'I":l.l ellort and much =.||"|'1-_".' to the 1.'-'=II'|-:, HIL did his as
ate Trustees. ‘The Trustees during the Broward administration
-';_I;--.l--l | 0] he constroot d the l!l'l.';l;'_l' .I".'-'a l'!,l'lllq.ll-' & '|'-'i|'_l'|'| wis lann _||-|]
Fort Lauderdale on the 4th day of July, 1906; also the dredee
1 NG

'|.|
{eeerhy ol E, whieh was launched dur Irl"I [ll" maonth of Ue -'-'I"'
Tha e |__,'_c a {alansabatehee and Miom: were constructoe ]l under con-
Lrnets lot by the f'il'-:l'.'.':l.l'l‘l administration on .'I.I::_’:I*-l. 17, 1905, I|I-=
(Hioosahatehee was launched in March, 1909, (See Minutes ol
Trustees of Internal Improvement Fund, vol. 7, p. 293.)

The litiration relating to the title to the lands was 8 ‘r||'L|,::.I'<| several
hil portant gales of Everglades lands wero I'-",Il-'- LE1] | LI e med I W EE
PRI ¥ on the -rrn it drainare work, among |||| ||-| |-|-|.._' gales to J. EH.
].l[l 1T .."q_{ e i-« {, I f--r'. l.lf ""-.l. W "L 'Jl-. . [:' L% "‘. '!lr[ -'l"l-:l'l”‘-
thue § v T II'.I' |'I' {Jo.: an ':| bieh Hl] ] Bolles |.|I.l2‘ *-:.Il”‘u the B tesh
moment, | 1| FIN e --'-|.'-.-= |||-|||-|'|-. L3 ||||' '|.'|':I|j|| wis that to |-.- shinrid I
Bolle= |-.||p,||'-|r*-r i |;'||| Hion=d -:||| \r |'||'||:I for tha 1'--:||'|-. wh Il_'| it 18
Aaimad practic: ly insured its complation.

Gov. Gilchrist's administration.—Gov. Albert W. Gilchrist and his
associste Trustees have likewise pursued the work of the dransge and
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reclamation of the ['.."'.'l.'r'rfli.li-'ﬂ with the rreatest oner "-. and determi-
nation, They rushed to completion the construction "of the .,I il reg
Caloosahatehes :-I"| Miame, which were launched during the first I', W
weeks of the Gilehrist admimistration and honve been ko '| ciont |.'-||.|_ |'|I
AP _':'.--I':-: '\-il."l'. ."“|'-|'-"E::. iy 'Inl has been I'I".l (¥ "I|l rEfsine r|||,'
Tacilities for carrying on the irk with greater ].._III-I:'I. and efficiency.

Damng the latter part of 1904 .--i||-|'|._| effort was made to let the
l'I.|'i'i_"'.l| Ll |'.".II:.!'. Y |'I\.|III|'II"|, |-\.||' 'i i ||||"'||.L|-\.|l .Llr i| [PThs '| iy ||_I L b
dredeing concerns to take ¢ harge of the work and com plete 1t as soon

ag possiblo,

During the CATY par of 1910 the Trustees held :.Il'.'!ll'-?"l.-l.!l‘. =
ferences with the officials of the land |'l-|||'!|:.|.i|--- owWninge largo areas of
[':".'-e relades lands, amone them bei Ly Poarl Wirht, pre -i:'-:'-r of the

|rI-. rn States land & Timber Co., of New Orleans: W, Harvey,
Ly sidlent of the Km |li'l' [.l wl Co., of |'i.i|:|.l||-'.|:-:|i:|.; W. b, (_-.:.l.r|_||_'_-_|_||,

L esident of the Con dated |..|'||;_ Co., of Flonda: J. K. |:I|'_’::'.||.|.I||I
Vice !||'-'-||'| nt of the 1'-||l| Land Co. and of the Flonda East Coast
“:'ii'.m..'. Co., of Flonda: a representative of the Florida Land Fibe

Timber Co., of Chicago; and R. J. Bolles, which resulted in the land
|-.||:_|.,|_||._-.L mamed, who wers ¢ |-I||E||:|::I|::.'|r:- in the suits ::-:n:'ir:_:_: in Ll
Supreme Court of the United States to enjoin the t'l-]'.m:inl'. of the

tax, dismigsing thor suits and the companles :-|;_{I'|'|'il g
Lo Jlil'.' all o '::I.I"'l. tuxes '.|.--I--..f|:| and in K. J. ]’u.ll,'-:c aorecine Lo
the anticipation of the nl-Jr payments to aid in financing an
:.':||'-|.!:|-| 11 ul' drainage, lll:ll:-'l]:..l-'l_u' thereafter J. 0. Wrirht
sing dramnag |':|'_'.|||'<|' of the

0 ENEINGer ol '_Ill' SLILLE o

=0T RCPenee

1 1 1S
Plortds, to have charre of all
l_'n'":-iil':.« in the Everglades. (Minutes of Trustees of
L MpProvemaend Fund. vol, B, I aaa.)

Thiz was followed by the ||'I'.i.'|___'lZ. A l||'-'li"’i|.;:’ contract to tha
Furst-Clark Construction Co.. of Baliimore, and an increase in the
number of drodees from four I|.= eight, thus insuring the progress
| "-| il | r.:l' B *ll- LIy _'II'I"n':.-III- Uik ress

- the quarte I|. progress :'|-:I:II'I- c_lr Lhe

1L eslales, Was anfad

'1. rlades lands by the l||| tees and other
owners of Everglades lands have mereased the number of mndividual
awners of lands in the |.‘-.|'|-:'.:: les from about & dozen owners in 1909 to
UpWAl | of 15000 on July 1, 1911, and the valuation of Everglades land
mtly enhianesd. A conservative estimato of the increaso
1 |:' |:'-I'I"'.:'.-'il'- :-IIII:. III-|_'.' ||- i 'l-':'ii.-'li ':_'-.' COTTL :-:I:'i!I___' I'u:‘

:CII';'.I' of 32 per acre realized by the ."\-'.:.r-'_:'l': the sales made prior to
1909 with the price of 815 per acre obtained by the State for lands
gold 1n 1910, =mes the latier date J*rl-- ~| LV li ---||-i:i--|'--"-ll'-'.
Government eagineer's report.—Nolwithstanding the efforts made
S Lo BBONra d ::_-||'-. OF a0 ;||.':|:;.--;_-

||_'-.' “:.-._ |!-I--'.-.::'.i andd Leow, |;|;-'|"
tion of the report 1m full, of the Government enmineers Investizgating

ha Kyarelades, Florida has not been favored with the valuable data,

or any part thereof, contamed therein, other than was published In
pxtracts from said TePOTE 5.-:-|-||'|-|| 1||-. ] Il-.w-.*l-::.-il'l'llllllin'
report of . U YWrzht, super vizsinge drain |'__“-'1 nirineer, dated Febi uary
H.::. 1nlly desienated in the

gontract between the Trustees of the Intermal Improvement Fund
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