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R | SENATE BILL FOR SURVEY OF THE EVERGLADES.
:: 2 foeky,  Slxly-dl NPTy i Mar
el : ;:I'- L In the Hl'lll".l|l' -:::: Lk '_|. fited States Me, Fletcher, on March 2 iy L8
.‘;'_.._- T ':||r|'l-|!'.-'.'i_ LI "I' wing bi I'. "'-'- iich was read twice and referred to
Thilag '™ the Committea on Public L.

| & PILL Providing for a survey of tho Il:: sarvevesd lands known a I il

¥ b :' iy i af enaclecd ) fhe Senafe and Houge .l_. R EIFERET fatires af il
- |r.l .".'-.'. L ER I':l'. Amner :r'.' |..'- L. ':'|- E5 (TEXR8T '.u.ll' I.I L =y |'|.-"'l".'
" of tha _|! terior calse Lo hinve fgun vay or surveys made of the lands
T in Florida known as the Everglades, and to r| |-.l all necessary plats

I or maps of such survey or surveys, for whicl |1||||-| thi ;x.:-;--f ten
vl thousand dollars, or so 1 h of said sum as 18 necessary

;18 -II-. .|-
1
:.|'.||' 1kI I.\,-\. l.

I‘.|_;‘_
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SURVEYING THE LAND EMEBRACED IN

UNITED STATES PATENT NO. 137, ENOWN AS THE EYER-
GLADES.

[ A dopds ¥ tha Traats s o [het Imtesnal [enprevemant Fosd of Flords, Dee, 290, 1050, ]

[he Trustess havine, at their mesting of Ocetobar 20, 1910, referred
he makine of & survey of the Everglades, or sucl tion thareof
the making of a survey ol the Wverglades, or sucil poriion thareal ns

£ e -"_|| i [ ). Wricl o R L
WAS consilarad Pracilca e, B Jd, - YYrigEnk, cliel dral IAe ST ELIEaT,
; ot Ml -
in response to gald request Mr. Wright presented the following
FepOrt o1 Lhe matiar:
TatLanassee, Fra., November I8, 1810,
- Fnustnis oF THE INTERNAL IMFROVEMENRT Fuxp
il i btz T
GexteEMEx: On Octoboer 31 I received a lotier from your secretary, Mr, Lonming,
fransmitiing o copy of o portion of the minotes of a mecting of October 23, 1o which
matt ':' |-I' s bdaviding o unsurveyed lands in the Evornglades i3 relerrsd o me 1or
considersation and repark LELE RO
e II- I nited States ernment has adopted a plan known as the rectangular sub-
. T -| Vi af mublie lands, under which practically all of the pabli lands of the United
| i ) 1

2 have been surveved and subdivided by the Umied States LiovErmiEment
W provides, in general. that the public lands of the United States shall be
. ] by north and south lines run according to the true meridian and by others
L e I - |' m ok Aeht ansles. so &8 to form townships 6 miles equare.  Alse Lhat the
lown | | ':|I|'|-.'. tdiedd imto 36 sections, each of which shall contan G40 acres, S
= nearly a8 mav be. by o svelem of two pets of parallel hines, one governde Cul |- tho trs
T i :-:.i n |||| T --'I ar by pamllels of latitude, the latter interse ing Lhe lormer al
'¥IT right angles and ot intervals of 1 mile, : sk
: " Under this act the survey of the public lands in Flords g founded on a trus meridian
j el B o Funming I.-.-:"- and south throu h Tallahasses and 4 hase liNe rnbing cast and west
3 at right ax slea to the meridian through this point. The ranges and townships ane numn
bered from I 114 ‘.r':-- il .'--I| ATL AT | | s |i 14 :
ST In the om of '|. i hlie vyd undaer Lhe existing law, it ta Apparcni bt
T thi -||'-- mits that I||-- { th 1l conform to the true meridian and

el el that |:|-r..--\..-i|l| | I-.- i mles aq en together, involves a mathematical
iy " - 11T |-||..|||_|| ilini |..|_I.|.--.|'.-'! 4k 8L o] 1 m lian i 1
T L |II--r-!-rr-:||."'||'.--:||.-:--I'.-'i|.--I!-.'!:i-iii'i'---'_'|:-'l"I::'-":"":".".'I'I::'.""."'. ' o the
-4 - '-§'|':.l L1 I|I.!'I|'..|.'il'I|'.|'.I '|.l'l'l'.|.=|'||-:'|'I"-'.'.I-”'I::"IIII-.H o o | e ki
= Tl menkof als rd par Tl !_ confsrming lo thi ||.|I.-\.".- la ol I.\,:-||-;.,-- |!!II:.II--'. {001 !I!I'
fal T Xl meri | an at intervals of 24 miles and extending east and west of the sume.  Also
—— 1.|,:_- T the establishment ol euide merdians .._..||':_r_-|:||_r_|_.||':||' LEE mariiEn initiated at the
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ENERAL CLASSIFICATION OF FLORIDA S0ILS.
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186 EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

natural depressions or basins which h“"‘".' gradually fillad up hy
deposits of vegetable débris, ete., washed in from thp adjacent gngd
higher lands. Drainage is indispensable to all of them in []]I‘:[‘]|rp|:|:'._
ration for sucesssful eultivation, Properly prepared, .:J-"'-'-I".'-e'r__ their
mnexhaustible fertility sustains & succession of the most exhansting
erops  with :-|.:-‘-:l||i-:]|;'llf-f vigor. These lands have bien know I I';
|-|'-'='-E||--|1 ag mueh as GO0 ';:-”c_ll_;:-' af :-I'Il'u|'-. or about 5000 pounds of
sugar, per acre without fertilizer. Wao mention sugar cane in this
connection as w:]|_:'nt~.'i.]|;_’ the fer ||_|.l.' of the zoil. bae
be one of the most exhausting crops. It is not. how ever, quite fair
to make this the measure of fartility of similar lands aituated
different elimates and countries, for we find on the richest land
the State of Louisiana the product of sugar iz littl
half what it is in Florida,

But this great disparity in the product of these countriss s
necounted for niot by any inferiority in the lands of 1 ouisiang or Taxas
ML |-_'-' IF:H'I f.l.-'[ I]|;.{ the |'.|.|'= v visitations of |'|--.--|-- Tl |_.|||i_ I|||"-I'| H‘..LZ. -]
render it r'.-'-:'ll--.w-'.Ll'_'.' Lo ent |!|I! CADG 10 1':5'|'1|.-|||-|'1 |,-,E|;,-||_ 15 ||-,|"_:_r bafora
il Ilii!"\- |'|'.I.I:'|Il.'-| |I:.‘I.|'Iri|:'.'., '-u'.'llill' I I'.II:I:"IIEI. i1 |-\. :||-|'i':|.‘|[-_'-|i ] 5.:|;;|||!_
without fear of frost, till the last of November or December or till
such time as it is fully matured. Tt iz well known that it * tassels™
in south Florida, and it never does 80 In either Lounisiana or Teaxas.
|- ||-|Lc':l.r'.-:l"'1;1----]-:.“ il. i'H".'i||l'.IIl [ uf i‘.-- rl:-.".'i!'l_-_; |'|'-|.-:"r.|'|i f'l“ I.-..-|.1.||.'EI'.'.
In consequence of the considerahla outlay of capital re quired in the
ireparation of this deseription of land for cultivation and from the
F': :' l“!."'- for merly existing for obtaming hammock land, which requires
no ditching or draining, swamp land has been but little sought after
by persons engracred in planting in Florida until in recent Years: now,
however, there is a rraat and ever-increasing demand for these lands
by individuals and neorporated companies, thus suddenly recogniz-
ing their immense productive value.

Lhe greater part of what are known as swamp lands proper are
jl.l'l:-‘l:'.' ||-|'.|.||'n.| in east and sonuth ]'1||lri|]1|..

) -.h!u.r_;_al. there are numerous
and quite extensive bodiss In north, midadle, and west Florida,

ase 1t 15 :‘-.II:"-'-J| 1]
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THE EVERGLADES,

While the soils of this region differ little in their ronerial character-
istics from the WA lands |-_!|m---.;-.-.:Jh-hl.-.-t-.ll gtill, owing to their
['I'”.'II..II"III'I' a3 such ;|.!|||_ a3 tho Ereatest :'----I:-.r:|:;:i-=.'1 II1II!-'|'!!'1|-.'II_.C i
recent times, also their 1|:|irl|||! geographical position. we submit a
brief description under thair own headine. 'J|'|,,._,L. latids ara heing
rapidly and successfully drained by the State. as well aa hv private
andd carporate owners, :
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In many portions '-.II' Liag |'-h"',.'|='}|"'~ the saw prass is so thick as to
he almost 1|:‘-§I-'-"-"1l=-_'|l'i t“”-_ 1t 13 intersected by numerous and tor
{0US channeals -||-:-_.' 1O TIT EI' kind (vl |:|'I|:, |--_||||.. whera ot tlots |l|'|'-|-'-l
||||-r'.'*"l" g A0 o Very d |'-.-_|'l'-f'ln. ||-'-'.'.--'-.'vl', |.I'_"i||i‘.|:-.l_.||;_r at lone or = ..-'r
Jistances 1N "’]_'["'-I""l":]:'. Jln]l:unr-n':n]:.h._ barriers of grass. The -~'||I" 08
of water is quickly affected by rain, the alternate rising and falling
durine thé*wet seasons being L d. The difference of lavel he -.'.'\.|.;':";
highest and lowest stages of water is from 2 to 3 fest. The reneral
-'!‘.’[-:II"-' .;||' ‘_|||I |'1_'l.'|-_' ; I8 Wias I||'.I-' _-'|'_|:|j-,--:1_ L0 ETeAL -:'!.:|.||!'| 8 :....;-;|||' Lis
tha inauguration of the system of drainage now so succe ssfully under
wav. =amall keys or, 11 :'|':|.|il_‘.'._ hammocks, are here and there e
with which ara dry at all seasons; upon them tho soil is very ri
There are MAany such. l':n'::nl.ht--ui]_-.' l-!ll'_'- were often made the
of Indian gardoens

Large areas, .---w--:'i]r: MANY SqUAre miles, which but a few vears ago
ware marahes coversl with saw o

] rass and rushes, are now open mead
ms excepling the rainy months, affording pasture
for many thousand heads of cattle. The fall or rapids at the heads
of all streams running from the Glades have I'-'c-r-ln--!| toward the eon
ter of the Gilades and Lake Okeechobes geveral miles,
"]'|||- |"||'-'i-|!| |"1.‘.-.-_"!"..!._I;_4'-- A |-I'|'-1-.'r'|| may bo -:'Ei|l-.':|_ B3 A Wil
rairie. heing a strip of land about 150 :|||_||'-; long by 55 miles wide,
and vine betwoan Illlv |_'li2'|l' and swamp lands which have grown over
two reefs of rock running parallel with each other from north to south.
No rivers penetrate into the (xlades I‘ll'l'. ond thesa rock reefs on either
gide and l||:|- land is very level, being composed chielly of muck and
gand '_'.iu'_' in a basin with & rock bottom. The annual ramnfall over
this territory averages nearly 60 inches. It has for this reason, and
because this rainfall has no other outlet over these reefs, been and 13
too wit for ('I]IIi'...:l_I..':I.’l_ The !II1II'|-‘.’ 1.'-.||i|'|| overlies the '-.|.'.-.|. |:I|:i rock
varies from about 2 feet on the edge of the Glades to a depth of 20
feet in the middle, and would average over the whole ll.'l'.'i':cll'_'.' i -||';||':
of between 6 and 8 feet. The land is free from trees and stumps ane
,:||-'“:',| T ':jl'l,' r|'--l"| ||I,!.-C||l.'-'. AT j'.l"ll'l of I']l'.ll';.ll;_‘: 'lll':l!'_’, of no '.'.III*-i--iI'.i.l.-.lI
whatever, simply :rl.'-'|_||:|i||-_-: MmOWIne down the praszs anid |:||::|I.Z_Il'_': I,
'.l,'|||"-i'_ |"_|'\- 3.|.i_| i.:-||-;_|.|_l.,' L |||' li!]l_'(l 03 S00IF As []II' axcoss wWaker 18 rin
off by the dranase canals, ik
The soil, as compared with other portions of the country, taking
into eonsideration itz natural richness, location, and climate, 1s more
valushle for agricultural purposes than any that 1s known, being par-
ticularly adapted to the growth of cane, cotton, Irish potatoes, celery,
tomatoes, cabbage, turnips, beets, onions, and, in fact, any crop will
erow well on these lands except such as require a o lder climate
The composition of the soil being almost entirely decomps sed vege-
I:.-I:|1_|:I meatter, : |-i|-]| 'i|| |'|i1-:-|-\.:_r|_-|:_ .I;.I.]L |;|,|'|-.,'il!'.[ L0 & '_fl'-_':l'. axient 1n the
mineral constituents necessary to muke a perfect soil; consequen ly,
phosphoric acid and potash will have to be supplied in varying quan-
tities for o majority of crops in some of these muck soils, especially
where rock or clav 1z absent or too far below the surface to f“"-‘-'l"!. any
appreciable influence. With these additions, when necessary, o=
ever, these soila will without doubt be the most ]:-rf.lcl-.1f.-:|1.-e‘lll1_1 this
country and the equal of any in the world. Without the addition of
the chemical fertilizers mentioned, these soils will not equal in pro-
ductiveness the first grade of swamp lands.
L i - o - Ly
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