MESSAGE OF GOV. W. 5. JENRINGS TO THE LEGISLATURE OF
FLORIDA BELATIVE TO BECLAMATION OF EVERGLADES.

Exgcurive OFFIcE,
Tallahasses, .ll"-"e.l! 7. 1008
Fentlemen :_'_I" the Senate and Towss r:-." Hepresendatives;
* x B ¥ + 3 4
From a careful e-IIIl.|:'.' of the ||'-|:-|_|-|'_'.' of |-|||' tate and 1ts wonderful
deve |" e ..llli. proeress. Lhers seems to have |‘l-.'|"| Thi |{'._|---Ii||r; that
has I'|II*-II.| Tt |1l| |"-|'||-.|| |||-| allort on |.|1 Part ol r||'l. ||||-||,-||--L-L =
a3 far back as the f ritorial -:|=|_'|- and aln 1086 continuous | e
than the problem of t|:':.ill-lj_‘:l‘ and reclam |1 won of the swamp and
overflowed lands of our State. This |:||.4--I_|. I Wias Elj'\-l:'li-"-\.l_'-il-.cl_'\-i nj'
1|:|‘.i--||:|| ii|:|'-|-|'i.;:l'-:'l' s l.':.l'l‘.' as 1845 |". ITETL lf I'[illll I.I -:'I' it K
position, and reputation. It was the paramount l:|l.]|*-lll'-| with our
first Senators in ||Il. ';.l-l'"l i --I'1 e Un |['|| =tates, which culminated
in the act of Congress granting to the State the swamp and over-
flowed lands in 1850, which was, in turn, granted by |:|.4- State to the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund irrevoecabl [--l the pur-

posa of alding i the drainage and reclamation of LI ¢ lands of the
character designated as “swamp and overflowed.” You must admit
that, notwithstandinge strenuoug efforts have been put forth to solve

this problem, it 18 to-d LY the |.-:|:':::||l-'|l.'|l l:||ll'-'.il-ll before §|'.1" 51{!-:-|;|.-
of |"|--|:-:!.| and 13 of suflicient importance to invite thie attention of
-.l‘:l lawmakers of the Nation to :|'.'|'--I:'.|-=i-!: what the forefathers [rro-
vided for. MNotwithstanding the con Iparal ively large acreage of lands
;_-:|-:.-|r:-|| |.|_'-.' the General Government to the State of F |- ide for the

ang—one that
1 I||I 10T l\.'\. L

purposes mentioned, 1t has been a mgantic undert
will require time, groat I'. I, and & laree sum of av
CRATTY Cia ] We must realize that the ACreace of | 'I'l|- frrante d I AL
]I"I. I”."i'l il.'l-'ililill'il'. lI.-Ia‘."'u ]lil" £ '|l‘ I".":' i ia:l:||| LNEFI "\-ii..l!|:| r'r .|'II
reason that thev are of the character of land de ignated as “swamp
:|I|l'] .|'.,._-||'_.|'.-.'.-|E." r'||'1,. 1E|f:'r-||- .|!:-\.| '.-.'.I]u-:l-' AN ITLTTRS ':-'.|| ‘.':.:I:-.'. |Illi
therefora 1t has been 1mpossible to utihze such lands to dran Nl
reclaim ther |---e!'.|'-. and thus the State has been i'I""""I in the atti-
tude of the man who undertook to hft himself and so far has besn
almost as helpless in accomplishing the task.

EVERGLADES,

The Everglades of Florida cover an .uc.-: of about 4,000 square
miles, embracing more than one-half of that portion of the State
south of Lake Dkeecchobee,

Lattle effort hes been made to drain and reclaim this larre area.
1T

Omne great difficulty in the way of reclamation has been the
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EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA, 85

condition of the title thereto, no patent having been jssued by the
United States Government to the State of Florda |_-.,||-_|i:-_-||i||;: the
grant of the swamp and overflowed lands under the act of Congress
of 1850, It has been held |l:'.' decision of the Interior Department
of the United States that the department retained jurisdiction over
the titles to all lands granted under said act of Congress until the
patent had been issued and delivered to the governor of the State
and that any orders or approval by the department of any list of

il numhbers was -I-|ljx'|" to revoecation and l.'::l'.-.'l'.l.l'.il'll. by the
department at any time befora the 1ssuance ol |'-;|‘_|-||.'-L 1-,i|||.-.-||
NOTIGe In 1807 the *-'-'.'.|I:'.|l ].III-:| I.]I'|:!:"I mMent props |-:'|" L& ‘-.. I||i||| -.|

4|--| L PYProy ed list No. 8T, embrad ing 2 042 000 acres || ch st wy

approved by the Commssioner of the Genaral [__.|..| []u;t-.. alen ],-1-
the ‘L Ilul Attorney General for the Interior Departm:

Mk :::||;. I!n'
ot relary

y of the Interior, 'II~| regularly transmitted to the land office
Iii, which -:|!||_'l.'

awaited demands for the igguance of the

Zoon after the transmittal of =aid list the attention 1 of [||._ serrot ATy
of the Interior was eallad to the .||-.l|-||'-.-. effect the issuance of
thas patent wionld have 11 PR the ;-'||];_,|.|1.._-._- interest of the Seminole
Indians in Flornda, suggesting that the Indians micht have some
rigrchta in the e ises that had not bed

i eonsiderad '-.-.|.r-r._-,:|'u||| the
Secreta of the Internor suspend

.'IE ||I|l 1I|'ii|'r il_'.llll'l"l'ill'_r\. :-\.:|_|:| ||-\.|:
i :!:l.l--;! ted Maj. Duncan as Indian i.'|-|-l-!"-:ll to visit the Everglades
and 11 St Lo condition of the coun iry as Lo the eharacter of the
lands, rrhts of the Indian

, ete., and upon s report & survey was
l:I|'|||'|'|' | ol A IO FLIOT |:5_- =il

il |' |||-~ whie 1 resulted 1noan :.El|'l-'|.|l|:-|'||':_1
faken from the findines of the |;-:||||:|||'\-\.-|||l||'|' of the General Land
Oihes, which was sustaned |-. tha & |-:||I,'|' of the Interor and
the i ||||_||'|.':|._ hiat, Mo. 87, was eance |||| and revoked by the bl L ]
of the Interior as of the date --[ fay 18, 1888, The land office of
|||||". Wasa 1ot ill'l-: |||--| ||.:||'|:,|,'., [-'||'||5;|_||',', 0 .;||!||-|-'-,-.|-..- |-:' ALY ..:'
tlio !Ii"'l'-'l"llll'.':-u which resulted in the |'|"\-..|-|'|._I,||||: amd cancoll
of saied hat No., 87, amnd 1t wis assumed that th

oLary

ation
e lands theroin cimmbraced
remained *-!I:!jl'l'l L |-|||-:.‘_ to the Btate of Florda whenever proper
request was made for such patent. With a view to |:|-|."|'-'I:i.'._'_hr LAIT:
State's title to these lands, | |'-'-l'-.-|-||.-|| | £ Illlil-.-!--::l-'l_-”-lll on the 21st
day of March, 1903, and was then for the first time advised of the

hieh had been mado subsed juenk Lo |'|| 15511 IR
_ ; i A new hist was then "I-.|l'||'| n aceord-
ance with the rolings of the Seeretary of the Imterion

1 ¥ LI.IIII':II'iI.'___' the
same terntory as that embraced in the former list (Mo, 87). except
that thirteen 40-acre tracts (520 acres) were eliminated as “‘nop

swamp land,” together with the sixteen sections that had been errone-
-:l|:--:_'. embraced in the former hist, said sections hinvi T been TR |i-:|:_
under act of Coneresas of 1845 for school purposes, and the patent has

been obtained for the lands embraced 1Th 'H.:l||,L lagt. ITipiy gy I_|‘|| T
2 BG2 280 acres, ¥ ¥ 0

The excerpt from the memoir of the peninsula of Florida (1841-55)
18 submitted to show the stes

the =i

Iy change polnge on in that t portion of
ate. Sineca the last |':'-:|:-:--|.|I---|| nearly 5 VOiurs have |'|.|]|-h._|i',
'III.:1I'-| r-ll'll cras of 14 _'.l'.||'-_ il- [l'l 111 1541 to |"'\-\..:..'. .\,I i rI ILLETEY WY HN
eat, what must

Bl have been the -|.|||"|-. in the :'-':'Ix:—~|1n|n!i.‘|jf
wriods since that timed The E '.1"".|l.||= have been crossed and



B .VERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

reerogsed MAany times and 1 different directions sinee, always with
more or less difhiculiy.

Tha few reports of survevors and e '-.|:l|l'-:'4'l- added little new infor-
mation about the ]':'-'l'l';_fli-.l!.-e-i until 1881, when the Stato contracted
with Hamilton Disston to drain a large area of land bordering Lake
{ Mg o buis s :;'||i_ i:::']l:-:“l:'_f |'-.|I‘!- of tha I':'l'l'l'![;-'Llll\.'-i. In 1880-1882 a
ling of levels was made by Gen. Gillmore, under the direction of the
United States Senate, to discover a prag ticable route for a *-||iil il
peross the '|!|'I|:|I|.h'.l|:|. These and other surveys |3'_"' Col. Charls
||lr;||-:ii|:~. :'.[;|j_ Wirts, V. P. Eeller, J. W. Newman, and others estab-
lished the altitude of Lake Okeschobes, ' the head of the Glades," at
21 to 23 feet above tide level, the difference in levels being accounted

for by the different seasons at which the surveys were made. A

subsequent observation and examination, made by W. H. Caldwell,
asalatant United States L'I:;_:ih-:-l'r. December, 1901, shows the level
of the lake to be 20.42 feet above mean low-water level of the Gulf
of Mexien., Lake Okecchobes covers an area of 1,080 000 aeres.
T'he bottom 'ih.' ||.||'|] gand and mud, water from 5 to 10 feet in I-"_‘Ilil.
EXCeEpt in a fow ;||:|l.".':- ol !-:II:I”. JEi:Ill'II'-:.'lll'-\.. whers the |_||-|.|_-'| 15 20
to 22 feet. There are four large islands in its southern portion.
These observations show that the bottom of the lake at the deepest
point 1 over 9 feet, savine these |]|-|-|| basing of gmall area, abovo
mean low tide in the Gulf. Accompanying this is a profile showing
the Kissimmes River and lakes, including Okeechobee, with their
]l-'.'|,'|:-1 Jl.'.'l-.l'-. &) tidewater.

In this connection it is interesting and important to speculate as
to what would ba the result were a ship "'-"'“ilt cut through the FEver-
rlades with its bottom level 30 feet below the bottom level of Lake
Okeechobee.  What would become of the lakes that now make the
[H'--‘lill--l'.]lL s0 desirable? Would not a canal of the 1|-.'-'-'I'i§||.'.:ll' [Tk
waed cut all the underground waterways and destroy all the lakes!
A profile of the surface of the Everelades by J. W. Newman, eivil

i |

=

engineer, is also submitted herewith. That the Everglades can be
drained does not seem to ba l!||||':-'!il"II:|.|I|l'. nor 12 1t to be doubted that
the simple dramnage would redound greatly to the State but the
inauguration of any project that would exhaust the water from Lake
'|'r.||U|?":w-l]i,U:l- Cypress, I“'I”'!‘“.:'“-:-:" Okeechobes and others, and
l:]ll.-dHl'-.‘ them, l:|4-:-u-|"- ] tll".lrlillilll‘l consideration,

Col. Charles Hopkins made a reconnoissance in 1883 from Lake
Okeechobee to Shark River. James E. Ingraham made an exped
tion and crossed the Everglades in 1802, occupying 22 days. The
reports of these and others confirm the early reports of the oflicers
of hoth the Army and :"‘a:lu'_t' aa to the character of the soml, l.|l'|'I|' of
water, and the fertility of the land. The report of Col. James M.
Kreamer, chief engineer of the Okeechobee Drainage Co. made in
18846, says;

The mirdsce of this soil is at times exposed, and it is only during or subsequent {0 &
heavy rainy season it is pessible f0 penetrate with a light skiff, and then advantags
must be taken of the natural denine of the vast area.  1f there waz an absence of the
flefis® pi T Erass, no 1]i|"i- L I.'|| e R EEIFTET el an LrayerELTE !l.-' COUNLTY i'| HELE
directyon & 4-foot rede { tha surface of the waters of this nerion | b aniii-
i [ |||_:|'||:| I|1I VALHEN . Thes .|__-|'_||-.-|||"_I:--'|.|.q,.-r|.'_;|_|| = 1H WL ”-'.I R -| above Illi-'ll"ul.l.
baik, cliie Lo Lhé FiEm o |-|I|'|"r|l||ll:||'_: imie-rock extending along Cha L5l 1f and I'--'I-.-'l|'-"
borders, the waters are in o great messurs impounded and rethined at yarying e
tiona ahove the tide.  Levels and messurements taken at Lake Worth )
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4l EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

Thus it will appear that the drainage of the Everglades is entirely
‘rq-:|-.i|;-!|' ;;|'_:| ||'.||.'|_|I .II:IEI\.' I.:I!'.-. I'-'I':!.ifll.ll:r_ A Tl MM fereg, I L0 |'|| =
contare of which would be available, and the most valu ;||':|- agrricul-
tural land in the Southern States,  Again, those who are now ||.~|-'r-
taking to reclaim, in a small way, the most elevated tracts. and
utilize them by cultivating vegetables that grow and maturs during
the driest season of the vear, and of short II"'i'“ -"|--|'-'|~'. nzard their
entire vear's work ||u| expenses by ||||-||| yking |:- and and grow
crops In the most selected spots under present conditions, as the
L rience of tho |:-:|-! |_-I"-'-' waeeks baars witness, It 18 ra |;~|-:“1'-|! thiat
from 70 to 90 per cent of the entire crop |-|:|n:f.'|3 within this rerion
:'|:|-\.' '.||-|-|| -;!.._ r|||l.|r| '.l.j._||:|||_ ._|||' il'.'\-l_ TN r|| |-'. ]I-"IE WRLar, 1.‘-.:'|i|'|: i- |
lnzs to 1 Tol | ||||-.|'||'\-\. i of that |lll|1|ll 1 of our State, and falling LI frI

those who are not able to bear the loas of their all, amounting to more
1;.'|.||. i |_._|r million of dollars 1n value. This of 1t -e';f winld jl"\-\.li'-

the expenditure of an amount necessary to co nplete the drainage and
T amation of the E '-.|,r~r| vles Lo ||||:-11"|[ the -I 1all Acreame alread ¥
under eultivation. This disaster only emph: |- zos the great im por-
tance of undertaking energetically ar nd determine dly to reclaim this
vast and rich te ||.Il-]_".': |'|r|1|. 1-|l!l|'l"f|:-1'|". [ recommend that the Con-
press of the United States be memorialized for an appropriation of
21,000,000 to this end.

W. 8, Jexxings, Governor.




