CHAPTER XIII.

£k e SOMETHING ABOUT CAMPING OUT

g -'" I,l'"_\“l ORIDA abounds in wonders, with its under
| o ground lakes and rivers. its curious birds, beasts
! e - 1

and fishes; and many of its possessions mav be
. I p

2 Pl s¢en 1n a journey along 1ts largest river, the St.

& e ; . . . ;
I:'-.r:. n T _|I'.".Z'i E'.l'e'.'.:‘.:_:_[_ tnrough swamp and lorest and
T . e T ¥ s ] § '.l. i F e & j ] 4y M ! A

aol praine, 1t brings down with 1it, from the almost unknown
Pyt -:: soUrce of s existence, a sugeestion of mysterious
e : !
iy : : 1 R ¢
! regions as vet unpenetrated. [houzh the broad surface

of 1ts lower waters is crossed by many a craft of sportsman-tourist,
vet none has penetrated beyond a certain little lake, surrounded by
marshes of reeds and canes.

Lake Washington, more than three hundred miles from the mouth

of the St _|..3;;:'a_ iz the last :'_;L'ﬁ.'i_:.Li‘.'-.' water, and few have ever
cached 1t On 1ts eastern shore a f 'i‘;_;ll_' of low willows borders a
5"..32._'_1 swell of |::.',.1:1|:., upon which are .’-a'-"""":'i:-i. a few wind-torn
palmettos, wild oranges, and persimmons. This little isolated mound
! [ cultivation in some time long past; and an occasional
shard of pottery, or arrow-head of flint or shell, gives color to the
tradition that this was an Indian field, cultivated by the red man
many years before the advent of the white man.

Beneath the rustling leaves of the palmettos, basking in the

sunshine of a March afternoon, two young men lay watching a
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[_'Fffu THE KNOCKABOUT CLUEB IN THE EVERGLADES.

'l.'.':'l.'.lr:'. I'{ H:'.I:'..'\-:'.' -\.":- !I i |".'|.'-..;E:'.:_" :.:| 1l S0INC¢ sOurce Unseéen, was
floating over the prairie, dancing here and there, north, east. and
west, In a manner most unaccountabls ['his smoke-wreath can
from the stack of a diminutive steamer, the “ Starlicht,” which had
laboriously steamed all the way from the civilized portion of the
lower St. [ s to bring these youno n to this, the farthest limit
Ol navigation

It was the first ti In years t trip had been taken, and t
ark 1 [ -I|- I 11 \ I:.'.I_:'l,' WLl | A ] ..I.-:-il .\,'I.'\-":"I_'_\_' :l:! S 51001
upon the wvoyagers, had they not already been eclipsed by the
earli I ":'\._:I:I'I'-M'I:El'!.*-. 0T :.1|'|I"~" LW It 15 werhans I11 .Ll.: =5

|."'-i‘|-..i|.i:I| were no other than the -"L::[i-iu.ri.;:: and the Historian.

finding ‘.H-':.' could not reach the head-waters of the St. [ohn's with
all their “ plunder ™ by an overland journey, had taken sailine-craft to
the mouth of the areat river, and thence, by the wav of |acksonvill
had chartered the little steamer to bring them back to this place,
within less than one hundred miles of their startine-point.

We will not discuss the wisdom of this un
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ertakine: but the v

were atter adventure, and they took this method of finding

| he letters th y had sent back by that little steamer — their last
connection with civilization for several weeks — were T plete with

the experiences of their sail up that mighty river. The night passed

in a narrow channel. fast it ATy ey rrounded by elond {
oL THELT 1 LML, Rdsl LN d ITNIUCG=-DAN K, surrounded by clouds of

maosquautocs, when the o0 N1 and I...;'l,::.'_:i:]:_:" clamor of thousands of

water-ftowl filled their ears and prevented sleep; the days of monoto
nous steamino afrainst the ':-:f—'h'—'ﬁ-'-"- current, cautiously threading
narrow channels throuch the dense cancbrakes, '.'flu-:':- the canes
met above the deck; the deer they saw, and the turkevs thev sh

all these were fully --|| n l' ||L-'_l| rs J_'NI:I':'I one of the
Historian's we take this account of their trip:—

11 steamer was a curiously contrived atfair, its motive power in the stern
| P I-= Pl s B i
He=lvhced . and everything, even to the smoke-stack. was
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7] '_":-|:|-|:-.|..' tio |-|'|". ent |_..,-,|1:_:' H'.'.'-.'||‘. AWy ||_'.' oy L':i'lii:l'l;i':'l:_: Lrees, e ]Z-IZ'!'1_||~. Were

narrow, and the room limited; but during the day we stayed on deck, with
1

T . v =11 eF=stmnr - | . f ¥ :
v for deer and alhigators, or sat astern, above the foaming water of

dle-wheel, and trolled for bass.

wer river long stretches of RidY LYPTCSS, miles in extent, were

relieved by dark green clumps of magnolias and live-oaks, while a fow cleared
places indicated plantations and oranre-groves

After crossing famous Lake George, we entered a narrower channel, where
the | orew close to the water’s edge, and the banks narrowed upon the
river until the ;'..-.I1'__E:'|:__ festoons of :"'il.llli-J'.- moss |'-..|-:_|, swept the steamer's
deck. Floating islands of water-lettuce, rods in breadth, spangled with Aowers

and alive with water-hirds, were set adrnft ||_'L' the waves and foated 1dlyv down

. -1 e o ¥ y i = 3 i
the stream with their living freight. At times we passed the mouths of crecks,
L + T N | & ¥ o HT =l | raley | o it | 1

where the clearer water was alive with fish, — pike, perch, and bass, — and wer:
supplied by springs, which boiled up from great depths.

At Lake Harney was passed the site of old king Philip's town, an Indian
- i e PR noted Seminole chief 1d at intervals loomed
village once in possession of a noted Seminole chiet; and at intervals loomed

| -] I I 1 i - Y N I® -

up mounds of ecarth raised by the Indians ages ago, to commemorate some
great chiel or important epoch of Indian hife. S0 many crecks and bayous

opencd out of the river, that any less experienced man than C aptaimn Jones, of

the “ Starlicht,” would have been perplexed to keep the channel; especially
ST Y T . 1, - gl i oy X0 . T T s :
when anng Lake Wwa , which was approached through a series of
valah TIElDS 1% Ill....'l'\- I'.'. i L L '\.! 2 1aRe 1IN the [Ooretnoon. wnle :.! o [

stcamer, sent back our message to friends at home, and the afternoon found us

As the shades of cyenInge drew near wi '!:l'--l,:.'|'-._|| ourselves 11 _:--r!iu:; up
had with us our small boat, and this was heavily laden with
provisions for two months' time, just as it had been landed from the steamer in
the hurry of departur A halt-barrel of flour, securely hooped, lay on the
sand; near it a keg of pork, a barrel of hard-tack and one of potatoes, and a
Dox contaning smaller articles necessary for subsistence, such as salt, pepper,

mustard, condensed mlk, raw coffee, a little tea, sugar, and a lew pi kles.

little kep, securely bound with iron  hoops, contained two gallons
of whiskey, which, as neither of us used the * ardent.” seemed superfluous.

E":- the |'||f|||'-_-_;;'|:_. letter -*'-;|1'|.;i"| it= |:--'5:'|:_'I f:-'.l!'.-.i I oL '::'l"-'l'*"-"“
It was written by Jim Scobie, whom we left on Mosquito Lagoon, and
who had promised to join us here and take us to the haunts of heron and
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g DEER SIE If will it Lake Washington in just one month from oo «
{' the 1njun feild o i i lak [ will be there O, K.
!,':5 Git € [ { oi on t tar i d me went up ther 1
i kn ; er for t rede
Fi 1 \ | Yool re o } 1
¥, il \ 1 11 i k tomuk 5
/i : .
# it : '
Ll K ! !
ALl i | N =
they 't 1 re worth o ' k | i i
xu | deth
| iskeey, then, wis 177k lon foi < o=k t |
be t b Wit £l h { 11l I 141 1L1 ] I
(e of ou g | 1 smmial wantat [ arsen 1 3
and h ke for preservat {or use 1 cas met with any 1
A
in tru 1alf full of thes, h bhb ) 1 l
shts 1n t 1f from ich water-proof cloal b |
n it i | e hea ¥ L nket 1d strips of mue Cr=net
ricle it | tor protection from f 1 nsect Y keor of v
1l ba it shot, a 150 LITIIILN 1 th 1c, a i
i h mipleted odr armament
| TaAsteming i I LT W L[} th l of bla 1 .[ thd 1
carried it up beneath the palmettos, and ther I I 1t upon th OuUn
dizclosi L SIMall 1 t 1 had made 1 WY
[aking an axe, the Antiquarian nt off 10 search of poles for th 1P
of the tent, and | om it substance for beddin Hi i {
finding t beddin 1A from some broad-limbed oaks in tl 1]
I i cins and f A ] 1 th Ay I r:',,'.',' Ay I‘-\-il i | Tl 1
the trees, he thre lown a large heap, and then carried it to the t
i LIIC Call il al '.! prcadd 1€ out 10T P i O |_I| ._'-' r Ol =
then the rubber :'“!I-':‘: s, and then the blankets. Thus the bed was mad

ind it looked sufficiently inviting, although not of softest down, to be occupie
At Once.
But he could n't find anywhere a tree small enough for the

l never saw such a country in all my life,” he growled to m LLE BT
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-1.':|||,'-': nothing bt ['li:'l.'-“"-.'-\.- for miles and miles: not a2 bush or

-hrub beneath them, and not

1
b 1
Lranci

1 or himb on their trunks for forty feet.

Here I've been hunting an hour or more, and can't find a branch, even, large

h or small enough for a ndge-pole. The fires have burned all the fallen
ind the branches of the tew oaks are too scraggy and crooked.'
Well, mswered, © perhaps we shan't need a tent to-night; we must
stomed to sleeping without on But why can't we make the oars and
I [t 1 r for supports 2
- I of that. Bear a hand, now, and the house go
' ] ' ' fast at one end to the trunk of
otl re i ossed blades of the oars lashed together,
i them, an tenk-p i i 1t thi ano % fire
dled at | £ of old nd in the {rying-pan, supported
ho e pork ( ling tly
S0 ] i t t bought of the Lracker at
[ | { ommanded the Antiquarian
1 ol ol hot-bao, and Il s0i0n
dv, ] 1] { k ng Now, ike a cher,'
E' IT LI | ! f bV e L
speakin Lra [ 0 I iber that specimen we met
t Piet - begt to collect tles for the Doctor? He
vl 1) th five x palm-beetles, which
11 I H Tl ]
| i [ " ' 15t fer y Vi ir, I hev, an’
thet 5
] | them o the Lloctor il thank vou kindly
Y ) b ] i tha leame =1 nas o Dcv
h 1Y I I to charoe yve someln fer them ther

g, 1 Ji i (] WIR] [
I I i 1 | Yo nt i 1 1 ¢
[he beetles were worth but the Doctor always made a point of I
H] everyth thi { broucht him 1 got valuable
iz
I'u-'-\.. '--. dra !:.' ':I:. L ra '_: I "'!:. 1 va B |':'j|_|'-_'|_|il_'i'.'l 155 .I.il.:l. I '.L':::-;I”
Vou-uns can hev 'em at .|||-'-';I, tew dollars I CC T

l'wo dollars apicce?’ demanded the astonished naturalist.

“*Thet's what I Daoc.

'\-.L.l\.!._
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you think they 're worth more than that?'

e e

“The Cracker scratched his head,

i LN laaled i: e :. nore foolish
4 than usual. *Yis, I s'pose they s
T wuth moh, an' I ought tew ask mol
i oS ol
i but I Towed -uns did n't know £
L} 1 . 1
:'-' IR W L ef COMNIE Sl '
llr Y that s it,”" mused the 4
i Tl that th leevr=1103 o
their tune down h — how much
wve Ya [ 1clun It aid,
L7 kn .-.:. X .: v !' -
n 1al They n Lt ian
[P 1 min nd on  thi
Y ank T vinter B |
t th lim Scob v
; d to e T & b
% L cl UL | =1 Ve
‘' TEE ., I' 1 L}
I i l e to sce him by
CArkn 1 5.|'..-| 1 alter o stars
Can JLIE WL LLETETE NECES
[ +] th the mvias: the fi sput
OXNE O iE O FIND tere itfully awhile, and then we it

out, and no noises broke the still-

ness ol this solitary spot, save the hootings of the owls and the mournful eries




