A bill fie2 to be introduced in the Florida Legislature, when
that body convenew on April 3rd, in which the people of the coun-
try are interested. The purpose of the measure is te redeem an
obligntion, long over due,; to the Seminoles, by reserving for
their use a pufficient ammount of the so=-callcd swamp and over-
flow land donmted to Ploride by the United Biates in 18560.

¥or years little was known of the Florida Ceminoles, who live
in the insccessible Everglades and Big Cypress Swamp, aptly term=-
ed "the lesst known wilderness of America®, but it wan believed

that they were in no danger of being disturbed for some time to

gome; and it was also underatood that the State hnd made a ple

provisiona for their land needs. A= they had alwayas been sell-
gupporting and pade no complaint,; the poliocy of the Jovernment
was to let them alons.

In panning it may be daid that the SeminBles are not decreas=
ing, but are a little more than hélding their own. There are
00 of them, all full bloods; scoitered in thirty-iwo amall camps
or villages, living under very primitive conditions. They are
sturdy and fine physical specimens, and are singularly free from
tuberculosis and trachoma, Their morals are very high and their
code is not to lie, steal or cheat. They have porsessed for years
practioally all the wirtues of the white rrece and very few of the
vices. They will, however, indulge in the upe of intoxicanta
when they can get & supply, but if they are going to have a drink-

ing bout, ene of them ie always elected to be a totzl abatainer

for the ocommion.
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The efforts being made to reclaim the Everglades ( & broad
expanae of prairie country covered with water) and the attendant
"booming® by land companice and speculatora, have materially
cnanged the conditions under which the Seminoles formerly lived.
The consiruction of the various drainage canals have ma’e that
part of the Stote more accesslble, and thousands of pecple have
elther gone to 3outhern Florida or inverted money in Ywelil-
watered® tracte thnt were offered for male through the vedium of
alluring literature.

ihile the influx of there home=peekers and speculateres had
the effect of compelling the Zemincles to flee from the approach
of the white man's civilization rather than risk a repetition of
their bitter experience from previous contact with it, publie
attention hap also been sharply called to the wronge and negleoct
from which thoy have suffered and to the impoertance,-=-indeed,
the necensity,--of all lovers of justice demanding that the nig=
erable trealment of tl.ese "Red Patriots® shall be atoned for in
some measure before it is too late.

"Why have the Seminoles of ¥lorida been continuelly denied
homest™ ir & query that is being vigorously pressed by n amall
group of disinterested Fleridlens who are truly neighbors and

friends of one of this most interesting primitive people to be

found.in any wouniry of the globe, and they intend to press it

until & satisfactory anewer is given.

Beginuing with the violation of a flag of truce by the U. 8.
Army in the capture of Osceola, which was followed by Rumerous
inatances of the Govermment's failure to keep faith with them,
the Seminole has reslsted the white man'e civilization with an

intense hatred, fleeing from it as though it were a plagus,. We
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have it from Govermnment sources (report of Inspector A. J. Duncan

o the Secretary of the Interior, 1l898) that the treaty of 1832

was not made iﬁﬁnud falth or with the consent of the Seminole

Indians; that it was forced, and "as an act of duplicity and per=-
fidy perpetunted upon them, it will alwaye stand more conspilou=
ous." The same aulkhority adds that "a bloody war followed, last=-
ing seven years, and with the sacorifice of thousand of lives and
at a gont of over £40,000,000."

Follewing this wnr a "peace pact™ was plgned in 1842, and,
"oy arder of the Fr&nidantr' goertain describad lands were aet
aside for the Semincles. The Indians were retired in that land.
There soon hegan m series of white encroachments, when 1t waas
contended that the agreement of 1842 was only temporary, and the
Indians had to move agzain. They kept their part of the pact, but
apparently no permanent plan was substituted for the temporary
ngreement. When the United States gave to Florida some
2,000,000 acres of so=-called swamp and overflow land, no specifio
provialon was made for the Seminoles, although thevy had undoubted-
1y acquired = right of occcupancy,-=as is contended in the réport
of Inppeator Duncan, above referred to.

Florida has admitted this obligntion on several ocomsions,
when bllls were passed by the State Legielature, in response to
publie sentiment, setting aside some land for the Seminoles.

One act gave them certain described arem if "not otherwise appro-
priated,”™ but it later appeared that every acre of that land was
privately owned. Another act authorized the appointment of a com-
mission to select 5,000 acres for the Seminoles, but curiously
anough, no funds were provided to pay the expense of that Commis=-

pion, and consequently nothing was done. Again the legislature
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