IN CIRCUIT COURT TWENTY-
FIRGT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF FLORIDA, IN AND FCR
8T, LUCIE COUNTY.

IN CHANCERY.

J« Gs Coats,
Complainant,

¥illiam Crans Fresi-
dent, Friends of Florida
Seminoles, if alive, and if
dead, to his unknown heirs, SUIT TO QUIET TITLE.
devisees taes, or gran-
tlll ni
to0 have any in=
tnnu in the lands hereis-

after descrived, ]

ANSWER OF FRIENDS OF TIE FLORIDA JEMINOLES, DEVENDANT:

Now comes, Friends of the Florida Seminoles by I.
M. ¥illson, a ¢itizen of Osceola County, Florida, as Seere-
tary of the Friends of the Florida Seminoles, & voluntary
Asspciation or Socolety organized in the State of Florida,
the headquarters of which are in Kissimmee, Florida, be-
fendant, and for answer to the B2ill of Complaint herein
filed by J. 0. Coats saym:

1. Answering paragraph 1 of the Bill of Complaing,
this Defendant says that it neither admits nor denies the
allegations thereof and demands striet proof of same,

2. Answering paragraph 2 of the Bill of Complaint,
this Defendant denies the same, exgcept that the Complainant
is aged twenty one years, and charges that the Complainant
well knew that the Defendant ¥illiam Crane Oray was merely
an offioial of this Defendant Soclety and well knew that the
said ¥illiam Crane Oray was deceased, and further knew that
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the said deceased was acting as trustee for the said Soolety,
and that the sald Sceclety was acting as trustee of the lands
invelved in this cause for the Seminole Inmdians of Florida
and for their tribes.

3. Answering paragraph 3 of the Bill of Complaint,
this Defendant admits the same, but says that the Tax Sale
and Tax Certificate and Tax Deed therein mentioned are null
and void for the reasom that said lands so sold and certifi-
od and deeded were exempt from State and County taxation, for
the reason that the Friends of the Florida Seminoles was from
its organisation in the year 1899, always has been mnd still
is, a bemevolent and charitable institution in the State of
Florida, and that said lands were actually occupied and used
by the said Soclety through its sald deceased President
throughout said period solely for the purpose for whieh the
said Soeclety was organised, said purpose belng purely humani-
tarian, and its objeet being solely to beffiend the remnant
of the Seminole Indians in Florida, and to oppose the removal
of the Seminole Indians from the State of Flirida against
their consent, and to secure for them permanent homes in the
unsettlesd portion of the State of Florida, and to secure the
enactment of legislation favorable to the phlicies and objects
of the Society; and this Defendant says that the title te
sald lands was s¢ vested, for the purpose aforesaid, in its
Fresident at that date, namely, the said dray, deceased, who
at that time was the Diocesan Bishop of the Protestant Epis-
copal Chureh, residing in Orlande, Florida, which fact was
well known to the officers of 5t. Lugie County and to the
Complainant, and that the said lands were never so held by
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the eaid Soclety as an investment or for speculationm,

And this Defendant further answering sald paragraph
says that the sald Tax Deed is also void for the reasomn that
neither this Defendant nor the said Society nor any of ite
officers or members was or were ever notified according to
law by the Clerk of the Cirouit Court of St. Lucie County
that the Complainant had applied for sald Tax Deed or that
the oame would be po issued,

4, Answering paragraph 4 of the 3111 of Complaint
this Defeondant admite the same.

5. Answering paragraph § of the 511l of Complaint
this Defendant denles the same.

6. Answering paragraph & of the Bill of Complaint,
thie Defendant aduits the same,

7« Answering paragraph 7 of the BEill of Complaint,
this Defendant nelither admits nor denies that the said lands
are now wild and unimproved, but denies that they have never
been in the astual possession of any person whomsoever, but
says that, at the date of the conveyance of the said lands
to the said William Crane Oray, deceased, as aforesald, in
trust for the said Soeisty, the Friends of the Florida Semine
oles and for the said Seminole Indians as aforesaid, the said
lands were them in the actual posseseion and eccupancy of a
family of Seminele Indians, the head of whioh family under the
Seminole Matriardhal System was Folly Parker, and this Defen-
dant believes that the sald Seminole Indian family contimued
to cocupy the same for many years thereafter, the said lands
being then looally known, and doubtless known to the Complaine-
ant, as "Polly Parker's Camp”,



8. Answering paragraph £ of the Bill of Complaint,
this Defendant denies that the Complainant's title 1s good,
notwithatanding that be paid a valuable consideration for the
said void tax deed, and this Defendant admits that the said
Bocliety, the Friends of the Florida Seminoles, not only
asserts some claim in and to the said premises, but further
claims that its appropriate offieials are now vested with ths
fee title to the said lands in trust for the said Seminole
Indians and for the afcresaid objects and purposes of the sall
Society, which fact this lefendant admite must and should
hinder the Complainant in selling the said premises,

O Mlﬁ:ln; wl.;r:ph 9 of the 534l1) of Complaint,
this Defendant says that the Complainant either kmew the
foregoing facts as hereinbefore stated or should have known of
the said facts, as it was a matter of common knowledge through=
out the Gtate of Florida and throughout the United States that
the sald Soclety had been organised for the purposes above
stated and that the said Bishop Oray had been the executive
hemd of the said Society, and this Defendant charges that the
Complainant well knew before he purchased his said void tax
deed that this Defendant was elther the chief active official
of the said Joclety or was ome of ite chief officials, and
the Complainant further well knew that the title to said land
was 8o vested in trust for the bemefit of the sald Seminole
Indians,

10, Wwithout this, that any other act, matter or
thing in the said 53111 of Complaint set forth and alleged is
true in manner and form sa therein set forth and alleged,
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¥ow, further answering the said Bill of Complaimt
this Defendant says that:

11; The Friends of the Florida Zeminoles was organ=
ized as a humanjitarian, benevolent and charitable Society or
unincorporated Asscolation on the 7th. day of January A. D,
1899 at Kissimmee, Florida, with the following of ficers:
President, Bishep Villiam Crane Oray, at that date a resident
of Orlande, Florida, who is the named deceased Defendant in
this sult) Viece-President, Rews D, A. Dodge, at that date a
resident of Kissimmee, Florida, but now of Funta Gords,
Floridaj Seeretary, J, M, Willsen, Jr., at that date and alse
now a resident of Kisslmmee, I:uru.... and the Defendant now
answering this 541l of Complaint, as said Seoretary) Treasurer,
Semator C. A. Carson, at that date also a resident of Kissimmee,
Florida, now deceasedj and with the following Executive Com=
mittee, which was shortly thereafter appointed: Osocrge W,
Wilson, Editor im Chief of the Times Union and Citizen, Jack=
sonville, Florida, now deceasedj Lr, J. E. Brecht, United States
Indian Agent, Fort Myers, Floridaj 7, A, Hendry, Member of
Florida lLegislature, Thompeon, Florida, a member of the House
of Representatives of the State of Florida and former Speaker
of the said House of Representatives, now deceasedj P, A. Vans
Agnew at that date of Eissimmee, Florida, and now of Vinter
Park, Floridaj R. H., Seymour at that date a resident of Eissim-
mee, Florida, and now of Miami, Florida,

i



12, That the Constitution and By-laws of the said
Sogliety as then adopted was and is now as follows:

'Emi::uﬂﬂ
Friends of the Florida Seminoles.

Artiele I.

The name of the Society shall be Friends of the Florida
Seminoles.

Artiols II.

The object of the Soclety shall be to better the ocon=
dition of the Florids Seminoles and oppose their deportation
from the State agalnat their comsent.

Artiele III,

Any person subsoribing to the Comstitution whose name is
approved by the Executive Committes, may bocoms a mamber,

No memberiohip fee nor assessment will be required, but
the Soclety shall be dependsnt upem veluntary contributions
for its support.

Article IV,

It shall be the aim of the Soociety teo influenece publie
opinion in every legitimate way; to secure the enactment of
legislation faverable to its policy and to ald the government
in ites efforts on behalf of the Ceminocles.

Artiole V.

Bymllot there shall be a Fresident, Vice-Fresident,
Treasurer and Secretary elected for ome year, or until their
sucoessors, are elected. In voting a majority of the members
present will be necessary for a cholee,.



Article VI,

The Exscutive Committes shall promote the interest of
the Society by the publicatiom of informamtiom concerming itas
aim, for which purpose they shall be empowered te appoint sub-
committees, They shall also have power to fill vacancies in
their own body.

Artiele VII.

There shall be an annual meeting in Jamiary; om a day to
be fixed by the Executive Committee at which time the elesction
of officers shall take place.

Artiole VITI.

This Constitution shall not be amended except by a vote
of two thirds of all members present at the annual meeting or
a special meeting called for that purpose,”

Exsoutive ll—i'“l::«l:h- Friends of the Florida Ceminoles.
Artlele I,
The Executive Committes shall hold stated monthly meetings
on second Monday of every Month at half past three oleloek. A
speoial meeting shall be called whenever the Iresident shall
80 directs At all meetinge three members shall comstitute a
quorwm,
Artiels II.
The order of business at stated meetings shall be as
follows:



1, Reading of ¥Minutes of last meeting.
2+ Report of Committess,

3. Reports of Officers,

4. Deferred Business.

5« New Business,

6. Elsction of Members,

Artiele III.

The chairman of the Executive Committee at the first
mesting after the annual electien, shall appoint such sube-
committess as the affaire of the Scelety may require; said
committees shall perform the duties sssigned to them,

Artiecle IV.

The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of

the Soeiety, and shall be the custodian of all papers.
Artiele V.

¥o payment shall be made by the Treasurer except on the
order of the Executiye Committee. He shall file with the
Executive Committee at its lest meeting previous to the annual
meeting of the Soclety a detailed report of receipt and ex-
pendd tures.

Articles VI.

The Executive Committee shall have power to amend their
Ir-lnlmrhludthl members shall be present at any
meeting.”

13« That the said Soolety was recognised by the
Legislature of the State of Florida ms a benevolent and chari-
table Asscciation by and under the terms of Chapter 4764, Laws



of Mlorida, Acts of 1899, approved June 1, 1899, whieh Act
reads as followsy

SOHAPTER 4764==(No. 103.)

AN ACT to Appropriate Funds for a Semlucle Industrial Jcheoel
Providing for its Management, and Appeinting Financial
Trusteas.

BE IT EEACTED 3Y THE LEGISTATURE OF TEE STAIE OF FLORIDA3

Seotion 1 That the sum of five hundred dollars annually
for two years be appropriated from the general schoal fund

for the of satabll and maintaining an experimen-
tal industr school for the le Indians of Fleri
sald school to be located in the Cow Creek settlement of
Seminole Indians in Brevard County.

Beo, 2. That the ¥ t of sald school shall be en=-
trusted to a Board of Educators, composed of the

exsoutive committee of the soclety, "Friends of the Florida
Seminoles,” who ¢hall make an annual report of the work of
school to the Governor om the first day of January of each

be empowared to lands
on of sald trust, the title to whieh

and
ha.i&mmtmmnmml sald Trus-
written warrant of the President or Vice-Fresident
of said Board, ounntersigned by its Secretary or Ireasurer.

Segs 6. All laws and parts of lawse in conflioct herewith be
and the same are repealed.

Be0. 7« This act shall take sffect lmmediately upom its
by the Governor.

Approved June 1, 1099."




=10-

14, That during the same year, 1899, a natiom
wide appeal was made by Harper's Weekly, the well known
illustrated weekly jourmal published in New York City with
a nation wide circulation for subseriptions to a Fund es-
tablished by the said Society for the purpose ehiafly of
loeating, purchasing and holding im trust for the use of
the said Indians some of tho scattered Indian Camps or Ficlds
located in the extreme portiom of South Florida, particularly
in the neighberhood of Lake Okeeochobee, which Fund was suoccess
fully established, and that among the Campe or Fields so0 locat-
ed 4ndiso purchased was the said Polly Parker Camp, the same
being the lands described im this suit as evidenced by the
Eimateu of the Meetings of the Tdscutive Committee of the said
Society, which Minutes this Defendant is ready at any time to
produds to this Court.

15. That the total membership of the said Soclety,
ineluding residents and non-residents and including regular
members and honerary members, numbered approximately eighty,
and included among others Minnie Moore Willsen, the wife of
the undersigned J, M. ¥illson, now asnwering for this Defen=-
dant, she being the well known author of the "lHistory of the
Florida Seminoles”, Kirk Monroe, the well known auther, Henry
B. Plant, now deceased, the head of the Plant System, lenry
M, Flagler, now deceased, the head of the Flagler System, Honm.
W. D, Bloxham, Ex-Goverunor of Florida, now deceased, Homs Al=-
bert ¥, Gilehrist, Ex-Governor of Florida, now deceased, V.

A. Jones, United States Indian Commiseioner, A. J. Duncan,
United States Indian Inspector, and many others of State and



Hational reputation.

16, That for many years the efforts and activities
of the said Soclety and of its officials were widely publishe
ed throughout the State of Florida, and the fast that Bishep
Gray was the active head of the Soelety until his dealh in
Hovember, 1919, was a matter of comaon knowledge throughoul
the State.

17. That the sald lands were pald for out of the
said liarper's Weekly Fund by and through the offiscials of the
said Society for the use and benafit of the said Seminole
Indfans, and for the purpese of 80 securiug the title the deed
was sxpressly made to the said Bishop Gray in his official and
fiduciary capacity as the President of the saild Soclety, thus
stamping the sald deed with its trust character, and the crea-
tion of such trust bveing evidenced by the name of the party of
the second part as thercin stated.

168. That the only living officers or officials of
the said Soelety mew living are Dr. A. J. Holt of Punta Gorda,
Florida, formerly the Pastor of the Eissimmee Baptist Chureh,
the said Py, A, Vans Agnew, who are still members of the Exsou-
tive Committes, and the undersigned J. M. ¥illsom, this Be-
fendant.

19: That the said Society was never incorporated and
that therefore the said William Crane Gray, ae Fresident of the
said Society, wes in fact and in law the trustee for the Soclety
of the said Seminole Indiansj that the said trust was sccepted
by the said Soclety for and im behalf of the said Seminole
Indians, and that the true benmeficlaries of the sald trust and
the equitable cwners of the said lands are the sald Seminole



Indians still residing in the State of Florida,

20, That this Defendant is informed and beliaves
that the said Tax Sale Certificata No, 43 mentioned in the
8411 of Comylaint upon which said Tax Deed so issued to the
Complainant was prediocated, was either ocancelled by the Comp~
troller of the State of Florida, or was ordered by him to be
80 ¢ancelled under the muthority of Zectiom 783 of the Re=
vised Oeneral Statutes of Florida upon the ground that the
same was not subjeet to taxatiom for the rensons above stated
in paragraph 3 of this Answer,

21, And this Defendant says that the sald Scolety
as trustee as aforesaid and the said cestuis gque trustent are
entitled to affirmative relief in this cause, and to that end
this Defendant prays:

(a) that the said Tax Deed so issued to the sald
Complainant be declared and decreed by this Homorable Court
to be null and void, and that the Clerk of this Court be ap-
prepriately directed by this Homorable Court to cancel the
said deed of recordj

(b) that a mew Trustee be appolnted by this Court
to succeed the sald 7illiam Crane Gray, decoanedj

(e) that this Defendant be granted such other and
farther relief im the premises ne the cquity of the case may
require.

And now having fully snowered the said Bill of Come
plaint this Defendant prays to be henoe dismissed with his



Indians still residing im the State of Flerida.

20, That this Defendant ie informed and believes
that the said Tax Sale Certificate No. 43 mentioned in the
Bill of Complaint upon which said Tax Deed so isscusd to the
Qomplaint was predicated, was either oancelled by the Comp=
troller of the State of Fleorida, or was ordered by him to be
so cancelled under the autbority of Seotiom 783 of the Re=
vised General Statutes of Florida upon the ground that the
same was not subject to taxatiom for the reasons above stated
in paragraph 3 _ of this Answer,

¢+« 21, And this Defendant says that the said Scclety
as trustee as aforesaid and the sald cestuis que trustent are
entitled to affirmative relief éu this cause, and to that end
this Defendant prays that the paid Tax Deed so issued to the
said Complainant be declared and decreed by this Honorable
Whhmlﬂtﬂi.lﬂtlﬂtmﬂlﬂtﬂﬂlm
be appropriately dirscted by this Honorable Court to cancel
the said deed of record.

And mow having fully saswered the said Bill of Come
plaint this Defendant prays to be hence dismissed with his
reasonable coste im this behalf most wrongfully sustained.

FRIENDS OF THE FLORIUA SEMINOLES

the Florida Seminoles.



reasonable coats in this behalf most wrongfully dustalned.

FAIENDE OF THE FLORIDA SEMINOLES




