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The Florida Seminole ecensus of April 1, lggg showa:
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These Indians are divided into the Wind, the Otter, the Snake,
the Bird, the Wolf, the Deer, and the Tiger gen. The latter group
is subdivided into the "Big Cat" or Tiger, and the "Little Cat" or
wild Cat slmn, The Deer household consists of Charlie Buster and
George Usceola. Sinee the family name is perpetuated through the
mother, rather than the father, this family will be extinguished
wlith the death of these two men,

Through their tribsl ceremonials the Semincles are divided into
1, the Miami, 2. the Cypress; 3. the Okeechobee or Cow Creck In=-
diang. Each divieion has its own medicine man, and holds its own
Green Corn Dance and tribal court, at which the affairs of Justice
are disbursed to its mombera. :

This population is divided, egain, into two language groups.
The Indians living neer Erighton, Fte Drum, and Okeechobee speak
the Muskogee, snd those in the Miami and Big Cypress sections the
Misasukee dialect, In general those of one group cannot under=-

atand those of the othor.

During the Seminole War these tribesmen fled froem the white
pecple, and found hiding places within that vast inaccesaible
reglon, lmown as the Everglades: They atill mgke their homes ot
widely scattered points about over this semi-troplecal Jungle.

Isrespective of the difficultles involved the Indian Sorvlce
set up its progrom among the Semincles as early as 1892, AU
present the State and Federal Goverrments hold in reserve for
these pecple a total of 125;880 gores of land, which is divided
into sixteen tracts, and is ascattered over the greater part of
South Flerida. Much of it can be used only after a vast drlanage
aystem has been set up, and highways have been completdd in thils

saction of the State,

The Federal Govermment has made some progress in improving
this land, The larger part of the twenty thousand acre traot in
Hendry County has been fencedy; and s throe roomed house, an
affiee and a barn has been ercoted on 1t. An employee 1s maine
tainted here for the protection of the game on the reservabion,
and to ald Indians whe live here.

Considersble improvements have been added to a 360 asre
tract in Broward County. The Administration building is loeated
here, It sontains Govermment coffices, Off'iclal Guest room, teacher's
quarters, and Superintendent's gquarters. On this reservation alap
are eleven Indign cottages, schocl bullding, Infirmary, gorago,
tool end storage houae, pumping plani, laundry, and latrines,

With the exception of the Administration bullding and garages, all
hgve been painted during the past years The Indian cottages have
been oklarged until each is slmost 2% 1ts previous size, The group
together with the school and infirmary have been rearranged for
greater servise mnnd beasutys A porech has been added to the school,




In 1932 twe hundred eighty acrea of thia tract were placed under
g heg wire fence, and funda have already been sbtained with whiph
a small hesd of cattle will be secured fer the Indian families
llving hara,

Threugh the past year the Indian Service has malntained a
dpecial Commissioner, a Teacher, and a Deputy Special Officer
who have been in charge of 1ta program among these Indiana.
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zlades the 3emincles have maintalned a most vigeroua type of Gov-
armment. If a brave committed theft, or osther wiaza bProke the code
f hia pecple he was tried before the tribunal and shot. Women

whe Broke falth were shet, and children hern out of wedlock were

During the greater part ~f their half century in the Ever-
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killed, In more recent years there 1s a Breaking dewn ef the
aputherity inveated in Goverrnment. One Indlgn complains that the
Ireen Corn Dance has degenerated Inte a Arinking party, and that
although Indlign men come to them with a Aestermined purpose to
punish all injuatice, the tribal leaders scon become so intaxicated

that they are not able to attend to the affairs of their own tribal
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Among the white pecple ploneer conditions still sbtain in
ruch of 3cuth Florida, In the clties law and erder has been eatab-
lished and a highly sdvanced type of ecrmunlty life attained,

Some of the villages in the Everglades country, however, hoagst of
the fact that they have never gllowed a peace officer to live with-
in thelr limits: 1In recent months from seme of this bask country
same atcrlea of men riddled with buck-shot in a cattle feud, As
ate aa 19530 a gang of dAeaperadoea whe uzed the Everglades as a
E?hﬂszrus, were killed in a btattle with deputies frem Falm Beach
cunty. Deaperate men are new living in these frentier regiona
where the Indlan makes hiszs hcme,
: under :

The problem of establishing law and ordersauch eonditicns
Wad farther compllcated by the fact that the Seminocles had never
nad any status, other than theory, in the Federal Ceurta. Many
theught that Lt weuld be impessible tn ever induce the Indian
0 have anything to do with the white man's sourt.

The yegr 1%32 brought its adventages aslerig with a
Eroblems. As in all picneap settlementa, the eocuntry and 8
people are passing rapldly through a period of transition. The
ooom days brought new citizens, and vast improvements and wealth
tc 3euth Flerida, The breaking down of the guthority formerly
nvested in the Indlan court, the wider contact of the
with the white people, the pgrowth of the coun ry and
tliona hgve ereated a most urgent need that the' pecurity wh
provided by state and federal scurts shall be extended te
Florlida Rad Man.
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These Indlans hgve been fertunate in
Special Officer is honest, fearlesa, and
He and the Special Commisaicner hgve had axe
federal Department of Juatice, To date toetal of A5 arreats have
bgen made of men who gtuse the walfare the Indipgna. Theas agses
have teen developed. under the most trying conditiona,, Oftem it haa
been impeasible to secure the type of avidence whiech i3 Ardirarily
Bxpectad by ecourts. As a witness the Indlar was a new agrd urkrown
fastor, Por the Federal Attorneys te axpent n or more Indliana
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tc meat the Orand Jury at +the apposite snd of the atate at an
aarlgned heur, or te he gble te 80 gqueatien witneaasas having
aueh g poor knowledge of English that aecesaary avidance might
be ebtained, was a hazard which men nf the lagal profesaicn de
not wish te encounter., There was the further rroblem of whether

AT noet the avidence to twe Indlagns might justly be arcepted an
aganiat the teatamony of a aingle white man.

Xany of these matters have been answerad, at leagat 1in part,
threugh the 75 #r more cases whish have bean rresented to the
Irand Jury through the last year: FRecause nf the werl af the
Speclal Commlasioner and Peputy Spesial Mfficer the seurts have
hed, with two exceptions, every witneas they have regueated, gnd
these witresaes have appepared in Tampa, Jackaonville, er Migmi
a8 the egse required snd on the hour arpeinted, In general the
Atterneys have been agtlsfied with the truthfulness of the Indian
wltnesa, They and the FPedaral Judgea have hean Aetarmined in their
efferts to axtend sasurity and Justlece te the 3eminolss, The
frohibitlon urits ovear the atata have granted the best Al cs=
cperaticr In the fight againat bectlepgers who Infested the Indisgn
sruntry, snd consumed from 50% to T5€ of all the Indisns agrned,
Threugh the werk of the year fully 80% of the rotten liguer which
was feormerly ccnsumed by the Semincles has been atepred, The
trlbal leaders appreclate the advantages of temperance., ne ~14
ndlan father rut the matter thua: "They ne get it RNY Where now
cut Mlemi - I think so they no get it - glright", Sems addisss in
recent montha have recelved and used as much as farty ar fifty
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Llars without apending eny part »f it fop whilskey,

“he year has seen the bankruptey af sne of the men wha has
reen most outsanding in expleiting the Indlens. His deminanece nver
a amall greup eof theas pecple has been atrgined,

In the fight for the welfare of the [Indians the help of
the "Flerida Friénds of the Jemincles", together with the gid
»f the "Flaridg Fadergtlon of Weman'as Clubs” gnd other eivie
organlzatiora have been inveluastle,

3ines the Federal scurta de net have Jurisdiction over
many offences sommitted gzainst the infdlan, greater ceooperation
La nesded from some of the ecunty #fflciala.

Conditions have besn greatly improved in the amusement
carps wWhish fegture the Indiagn to the euricus public, Temperence
and saritation are new requiremsrts of these institutions.

CASE RECORD TO DATE
APTORER » & v .5 4 & Convictions ., . .

Casen prasented Awalting trial .
to Grand Jury . .«

Grand Jury found
Mlamisspla . , . ne true bill . . .

Ferfelted hond . . 1 Cases not pressnted

to Grand Jury + =« & « &
Autemobiles meized ., P

Casea settled out
atilla Balzesl » « o 2 nf ':-:'-"L'I"t = ®4& #® @ =B u @

»

The ateve sre some of the results of the Peputy Special Officer!s
attempt te pelles 15 oltles and villages, 5000 squere miles of
awarp snd jungle and hurdrads of miles of highway.
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SECTION ND.

The Jemincles of Flerida have been endowed with urusually
strong, healthful tedles. Life in the J3lades haa geoustomed them
to hardships, They have lived withcut a knewledge of sgnitation
or an understanding of the causes c¢f dicesse, The weak angd
phyalcally unfit have been destroyed qulickly., Mnly the atreng
aurvivoed. Thelr power te recover frem injuries and bodily padecn
L3 remarkable. The bite ~f g moccasin may be succeasfully dia=-
peaed of by the chemistry of an Indien's rody. Fonds which weul
klll members of the white raee, or ths peisen from sericus infec-
tions are eleminated without fatality, White phyasicians eoften
remark that the chance of recovery with a Saminecle ia much Zreater
than with other patients.

In resent yeara,because of wider centact with white pecple,
these Indians are confronted with g disease aonditien against
whizsh they have not great reaistancs, Two of the larger af these
health hararda are alechslism and veneregl diseaas.

All the combinaed destructive ageneles of life do not pre-
Auce a greater death rate ameng white reople than aleshelism
alone produces among the 3eminoles. The following ia a commen
experelnee among them: During the Christmas 'Rolideys a group of
Indians, whe had been calebrating the asason with rotten ligquetr,
ieft Mlaml for their home in the Everglades, Because of drunken-
ness, or the atupcr following inteoxication tha driver wrecked he
ear, killed himself, snd drowned a child, Several in the auto
were injured. A girl had a part of the windshisld Ariven in her
ahact., The acoident coat:
A widowed mother her only aon
A father and mother thelr child
lhe Indlan girl 2 weska in the heaspital
The Government 2205
Expectant mothers ard Indlan children £4.. end 8ix yegrs of
ag® become Intexicated, Censiderabls Progress has been made in
checking this destructive habit, but men end wemsn are worth too
mach to e agquandared &c neadlessly.

Daring the past year ten men and five women have had treat-
ment feor gonerrhea. Two cases of ayphilis received medical amid,
About half of these Indlans were glven ngre at the Semincle Aer
where treatment was given each four hours until the infeeticn was
dsstroyed. The Indlarn administers the trektment prescribed by the
physiclan very poorly. Semincle women are very modest. Some cascs,
undoubtedly,havs nct beern raported, Put a determined effert has
hesn made to losated, end obtain treatment for every prasible wicti

Intestional diaorders rank third among the 1l1ls of the
demincles, There were 30 aases of hockwerm treated during the y=a.
Unaanitary fooda produce dysentery. The laeck of a balanced diet
fSauUAes moany seriocus cases of ecnstipation. Sinece children have ne
mili, they suffer from malnutrition. Out of thirteen deaths Auring
the past year six were infants under three years of age.

A school eow has been purchased at the Semincle Agency,
and all Indien children living here have been provided with an
abundant supply of milk. Goats have been introduced in the tribve
with the hope that they may furnish this much naeded food to tha
wamincle ahildren.

Rheumatism is another 111 scmmon to these Indians. Turing
the year § women and 13 men have vensived trestment for this dis-
Gase. Expnsure tc the fitod water of the Glades 1s the CRILES,

The Seminole Indlans are urdoubtedly the most "dcctered"

in Florida, The Indian Serviee provides a physician at
keschcbee, ome at Miami, one at Everglades, and one at Hollywood,
ny Seminole may have the sarviaces af any nne af these phyaicians
ithout ceat to himszelf, Durirng the ¥ear a poapalation of 5582 mude
Approrinetely . 1900 salls an thwoe physicisna for madliesl treatmenc.
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For this gervice the Semincle Agency has paid $3209.73. Nine
Jeminoles have been given care in local hospitals at an sxpense
of $552.00 :

When necessary the Specisl Commissioner has given 111 Indlans
tranaportation to the phyasieian. Sdch calla have required driving
half the night, or coverning five hundred milea on a single trip,
but such service has been cheerfully furnished. A diligent effort
has been made to take the health program to the humble homes of
the Indians,

The great deficlengy in the program i the lack of health
education. It is well enough to free 30 Indian children of_ hook=-
worm, but 1L the parants do not know enough of the digpease to
rrevent re-infection the treatment will not greatly aid the
children, To heal the sick is necessary but it is far more in-
telligent to prevent lllnesa, The fact that, in apite of ao much
madlical service, the Seminoles have s death rate double that of
the white race, is ample evidence of the GREAT NEED of health
aducation. By all means the Seminocle Indians should be provided
with a HEALTH NURSE.

SECTION KO, III 4+ & & & # % 4 4% 4 & # # # # £ # # # # 3CHOOIS

The school census of the Semlncles for 1932 shows 51 boys
and 94 girls of "school age, The greater number of these children
live under the moat primitive rural conditions. Their homes are
{splated and often inaccessible, Thelr fathers hunt and trap for
subaistence, which requires the family to move from one plentiful
game supply toc the next, The permsnent camp is deserted for months
and the members of the housshold cecupy temporary camps. To pro-
vide an educational propgrem whiech will fit inte such meodes of 1life
1s most difficult. j

The Indian Service has a Day School gt the Seminole Agency
which is open to any and sll of these children., It will provide
board and clothing, medical care, snd academie and voeational
training to them. About 15 out of 185 children have saught this
cpportunity. Through the past yesr the term has been sxtended
I'rom six to nine montha, and the teacher's position has been raisasd
Iroem a temporary to a clivil service status, A much higher atandar
has been ohtalrned in the work of the dehool ;

In general the Indian is an individualist, He hunts and
t1lls his small farm alone, He has never needed the sonvention.
which are necessary to co-operative endeavor. It i3 Aiffieult
him to understand why, when he is not atudying, he should rema
quiet, or why he should not leave the room by way of the windr
rather than the door, or why he has not the freedom to go at o
moment he may wish., Much progpress has been gained through the
year in training the Indlan students at the Seminole Agency in
those donventlona which make scheool possible. Tha teacher has re-
quired a REGULAR schedule, and has established an atmosphere
easentlal to study. Some of the older atudents have learned to
write aAn eéxcellent hand; and are able to resd satlafactorily.

In additlion to the usual academic work of & primary school
they have gained sufficient kmowledge of platform work to bhe able
to entertaln elub end chureh groups, Through the year they have
EFPEETEﬂ before fnrty i b i fiftF Eﬂth&rinﬁﬂ_ ThET have sung over the
radio and for the vitsphone, and have been in demand in the ™«
eireles of cultured people. They have been required to ase
the preparation of thelr noon lunches, and frem this have gained
aome knowledge of foods and cocking. A neecessary sanitary standard
nas been required of them. They hgve had to bathe twice each week,
orush thelr teeth each day, and keep their face, hands, and hailr
*lean, Cuts and wounds have been disinfected and given sanitary
iressaing. Each has bean provided with from one gqusrt to one half
gallon of clean, frash mllk each day.




Each of the older school children have been glven a goat, and
n effort has been made to teach the group both care and kindnesas
toward animela. Through the activities of the Ageney the adult
Indians have been taught some truck farming, bullding of fence,
elearing of land, carpentry, the further use of machinery, and
canning,

The program ls deficlent in that it 1a reaching only about
Bf of the children of scholastlc age, and is 3till too limited in
its fleld of knowledge, In a0 far as poasible the school should
bea taken to Indian camps, and a much wider knowledge of the care
of the home, cooking, and vecational training should be taught.
It can beat be taken to the camps by setting up Indian rural achools,
Wheraver the children of three or feur Indian camps can be grouped
inte a amall school a teacher should be provided., If -a teacher may
be found whe 1s willing to go fo them the Seminoles will accept
more and more readlly the education they so tadly need. A CRAFTS
teacher can bring much wider veeational training, and is assuredly
needed, The future of the Seminoles, whatever it may be, 1s ledged
in the plastis nature of these Indian children, The antire pProgram
cf the Goverrment awaits an adequate educational program,

SECTION NO. IV 4ddradd-tfridt i g 8 it d diitiae  INDUSTRIES

in the early part of the 19th eentury, when the Seminclea
lived in the northern part of Florida, these Tndisns were com-
pelled to supplement their game supply of food by growing cattle.
Their herds were numbered by hundreds snd aven thousands, Waen
the tribe was driven to the Everglades abundant game for feod,
and pelts for purchasing other fupplles wers found, The growing
¢f stock had created frictlon with vhite pecple, The Seminole
abanconed the trade, and devoted himsddf to hunting and farming,

Recent years are agaln altering his eeconcmis 1lifs, The boom
days in Florlda btrought to the Seminole’s hunting ground new high-
ways, canals; and other mcdern ilmprovements, It breught a population
many times that of former days, a populaticn whieh must he supported
and whlch 1s doubly eager for such sport as hunting and fishing,

The game supply has been greatly deminiszhed, and the white man is
now challenging the Indian's right tc hunt, Game reserved have beer
established through ocut the Everglades, and game wardens have hesn
ataticned 1n this region to enforce came lawa. During the laat ysear
agveral Indlan homez have been searched for geme, and Semincles have
been thrown 1n jail for killing the turkey or Aeer out of season.
Blllie Puster, an Indlan 80 years of age, who is too proud to azcept
charity, has hls raeccoon skins seized because he had ne funds with
which to pay a trapper's licehse, The proteat against Indiaens vicl: 5=
ing game laws 1a growing in volume with each season. A white hurter
ehargea that the atate protects the game in & reserverofly.torall.
the "damn" Indians to kill it, forgetting of course that the Tndl.-
has almost ne other means of obtalning food and clothing.

The Semineles living nerth of Lake Okeeschobee have made
conalderable progress in turning from the trade of hunting to
that of atoek growing. But since their humble thatched villages
are bullt on lands owned and atocked by white cattlemen they were
eompelled to produce stock that weould nct deminish the feod Bupply
of eattle. Since hogs feed on the berry of the cabbage palm and
on rocts of the awamp growlng plants they meet the needa of these
Indigns. The Okeschobee Seminoles own about one thousand head of
hogs, By farming small hammocks they supply their table with pirk,
eorrn, potatoes, pumplkins, and the bud of the cabbage palm and
turtles, or fish. They find some employment from the white pecple
of the ccrmunity. They are sxmeedingly poor, snd by all means
ought te have a legal right to cecupy their own homes. That pro-
tdeticn 1is due them, btut they may bs ejected by law from any cne
of thelr campa, under thelir preasent status. They have a reservation
of 2100 acres near Indian Town but it is high pine land, and will
not support thelr hegs. It produces nelther aasbbeage palm berrles,
nor the roota of awemp growing plants,




This same economic preasure is also being felt by the Indlans
1iving in the lower section of the Everglades. They are fincing
1t more and more difficult to obtain food and the necessities of
1ife. Many are turning to amusement camps for subslstence. Like
other showmen they find that there 1s profit in "humtuggling” tha
publiec with exaggerations, distortions, and misrepresentations.
Life under such conditions does not promise much for the futura
of the tribe.

Some have established small trading posts along the Tamiamil
Trall., The many tourists who pass afford some trade, but these
primitive merchants have very, very few ltems To offer the publlc.
There is a @ecided sconcmie opportunity in this field. Indians
from other parts of United States rush each winter into Seouth
Florida,.put up their trading posts, and monopolize the market.
Hard pressed as the Semincles are, they should be granted this
possibility. A erafts teacher weuld ald greatly in thils phase
of the sconomi¢ re-sstablishment of the Florida Indians.

For a short period of the year a few of these red men earh
excellent wages as guldes., The employees at the Seminole Agency
have assisted wherever possible in bringing huntera and the
Indian guides together., The Indian has no need to be further
taught this trade. He excells in 1t.

Another line of endamvor open to the Semincles is their
farming. This ought to become a more valuable ald to thelr
sconomie 1ife. Although they will not likely grow products for
the market they should produce much for their own sonsumption,
Present land holdings ought to be readjusted to make this pos-
sible. They should have legal ownership of the type of land they
can and do farm,

The Seminole is fitted also for day labor., Through the past
vear the Seminole Agency has made a special effort to serve him
in thias eonnestion. The members of the tribe were given enploy=
ment to the amount of $1800 as against £550 during the previous
vear., This labor was used in improving Indian lands and Indlan
homes. Through the greater part of the year every Indian who
asked for employment was given work. Some of the Indians have
bteen employed by farmers to harvest beans, tomatoes, or other
erops. Others have worked on the highways, or as cattlemen,

Again this program is inadequate because it reachesa on.;
a 1imited group of Indlans. The economic transition in the Sor-
inole. world is inevitable. The Indian is compelled to it hime, 15
into some new industrial life. The Govarmment should guide hiw
in this change, and save at least a part of the tribe for whol: -
some occupations, Such an emdeavor is a SERVICE in building

sonstructive citizenship,
WELFARE PHOGRAM

During times of depreasion the Seminoles have boen
fertunate in the felieﬂéa whieh they have had access. Althoupgh
. these Indians have no annuities or trust funds, any aged or
indigent member of their tribe rocclves foolt and care from the
Government., About ten per cent of the population is provided
with groceries each month. Many additlonal Indians have had
grants of Red Cross flour, and the Agenecy has on hand a very
large quantity of clothing, which are distributed to them as
the need arlases.

In dAirecting the foregoing progrem the Speclal Com-
migsloner has driven 36,000 miles or an average of 100 miles
each day, The demands have been as broad as life itself, but
he has found the work exceedlngly 1lnteresting.

Jds L. Glann
Specigl Commissloner
{ The above report has been rovised 1ln this aopy )




