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My dear Mrs. Willeon:

I m sure you will bs very pleased to know that I
have received a letter from Mre. Strasghan from which I
quote the following extracte:

"Mre. Willeon is quite 1right in har objections to ths
donduct of some of the camps under white managemsnt but
it is very difficult it eeems to get any redress. I
have gotten abeolute evidence agsinst Bert Lasher, one
of the operators of a Mismi camp @nd put it in the hands
of a Fedaral Agent and etill we were not sble or success-
ful in landing him. I understand that he returnsd Yery
hurriedly from Atlantic City last week with his group of
Semincle Indisns, where he had = show. I undarstand he
had spent much of hie time in Jail, bot I do not know ae
yet any particulars,

If Mra, Willsom can do anything definite sbout soma of
these conditions ehe has my endorsement.

I could not at the present tims give much personal
afglstance a8 I have the estate of my husband whieh is

very much involved to work out = however, I have apent many
many days in our courte fighting for our Indians sgainst
mistreatment and ! have never won muneh in fact, nothing in
point, only created a strong favorable eentimsnt, Willd
Willi, one of our prominent Seminoles died here recently
leaving his wife destitute. Shs was a Mohawk of Haw

York State and quite & problem but after some intense woxk
I succesded in getting funde from her friende in New York

City and ghe has returned,™




1 expeot to be in Hew York part of the day on
Thursday August 8th and would like very much to Bes you.
I will telephone your hotel upon my arrival thers in the
morning . efore then, however, I am to be in Washington and
expsct to ses the Indian Commiesioner eince I am dining there
with him and his wife, If you prepare for me a brief
memorandum (typewritten) a:iutlg what you feel the Indian Bursean
Bhould do at thie time for the Seminole Indians of Florida, T
will be very glad to present it to him but I advise ¥ou in gl
sincereity to be sure that it dose not seem to be & memorandum
prepared by someone who although & gpood friend to the Indians,
would appear to many-one not gibsolutaly familisar with the condi-
tione of the Indiane, to bepartial fanatie, My sdperience
hat been that one must slwaye be caraful not to ask too muoh
at sny given time of the Govermnment or one gote nothing. S0
please think over what you coneider the very most important
phase of the Seminole eitustion to be dealt with,

Please addrese your letter to me care of Mrs., Charles
v. Bhoade, 2416 Tracy Flace, Washington, D. C., and have it
reach me there Tueeday Morning, August Eth; marking the envelope
"Hold for Arrival®,

I am

Moat cordislly youre,

(G o

(Mrs. Joeeph Lindon Smith)
Chairman,Divieion of Indian Welfare




