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Near Era. Willson:

YTour intereating letter of the 1l&6th instant re=
ceived, with various enclosures, all of which I have Tread. 1 am
very glad indeed to get in communication with you, and to learn
how thoroughly you have been going into the Seminole question.

] have looked up scmething about th&_"utumhllng block®™ to the
progresn of Jjustice for these poor people, and what he has written
with hie own hand, so to speak (for my information is from "Who'as
¥ho in America®) is very suggestive. I enclonea for your informa-
tien that part of the sketch of Wm. Sherman Jennings that gives
one answer to your slegan, "Why have the Seminoles of Florida hbeen
continuounly denied lande in the Everglades 7" -=gertainly a rea-

gon for the recent refuesal of the State authorities to do their

part. Thin item mu%nat be new to you, but to me it speaks wol=

umess 1t seemp to me that we ought to oughk to get the definite
kind of data that will enable us to "smmke out® Mr. Jennings. The
right kind of publicity may drive him to cover and give the State
authorities an opportunity to atone for the past.

Do you happen to kEnow from whom Mr. Jennings purchased “the
100,000 acres of Everglade land ¥ And is it that tract that is
being operated, or exploited, by the Jennings Artesian Farm Land
Company 7 I suppose the headquarters of the latter are in Jack-
eonville, I would want to find the record of that purchase. It

may
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may not be in Jenninge name originally, but the transaction could
be traced. If you can put me in the way of securing this data,
I know you will do mo. Do not go to too much trouble, but a Bug-
gestion of where it ocught to be found, and who is likely to be
communicative on the subject.

I shall be indebted for the additional information that you
hope te send me, after talking the matter over with Mr. Willson,
as to our best plan to follow in reaching the homes of the Semi-
noles. I am sure that your suggestions on this point will be
Just about what is needed, in view of the confidence the Indians
have in Mr. Willson and yourself. The moet important part of
such an expedition is to have the right interpreter and guide--
gome oneé whom the Indians know and trust.

I do now know what the "Special Commissioner® to the Semi-
noles is doing, nor what kind of land has been acquired by the
Government for them; but I want to see both on my trip.

Mr. Elkinton's place ia at Orlande, and although I have not

seen him for over a week,~on account of his absence from the gity . —

1 presume that he will be pleased to stopd of f at Kisanimmee for a

conference with you. In any event, I shall expect to do mo.

I am quite ready to believe that the Pverglade Drainage scheme
Will have to be investigated, --at least, that it ought to be,--and
it may be that Mr. Jenninge will not welcome such a atep.

Our Assoclation will be glad to adopt yvour elogan, "Why have
the Semincles of Florida been continuously denied lands in the
Everglades 7" and I believe that the Soclety of American Indiane
will be ready to co-operate with you alsa. ]l am in close touch

with that organization and only last week, ite Secretary, KEri Ar-
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C. farker,
wae in Fhiladelphia to make an addreas at our Annual Meeting. Ve
were then talking about the Seminoles, and the way is already pav-
ed for help from that gquarter.

Herewith I am returning the ¢lippinge and the mas. of your
article which you propose to read before the Women's Cluba of Flo-
rida. I think the latter a splendid statement of the situation.
I note that you refer to the treaty of 1843 (on page 2). Do you
not mean l83a % I cannot find any reference to a treaty made in
the former.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of our 33rd an-
nual réport, just off the press.

With thanke for your kindness, and with the Season's greet-
ing, 1 am,

S8incerely yours,

S N o




