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Washington, D. C.,

8ept. 6th,;1913.

Mra. J. M. Willeon, JT.,

o/o Hotel Imperial,

New York City.

Dear HMedam:d

I have your latter with enclosure relating

S8eminole Indians of Florida, and note what yo

cerning your interest in them, with which, how:
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familiar through articles that have arreared from time to

time from your pen in the Florida Press, and which I have

very much enjoyed reading.

My interast in the Seminoles dates back a number of

yearsy==in fact, even bhefore I was a mermber of

Legislature. The character and habits of these
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an invaluable and integral part of Florida History. I

formed a resolution

gay , to see th
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rovernment should mete to them simple justice 1f

long ago to do what I could in their

MOTE s Upon my election to the United Btates Senate mich

Ereater opportunity wag

-+¥en me through contact

s

with the
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Bureau of Indian Affairs te familiarize myself with

overnment's yw of these Florida Indians.
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vorked with the Department cf the Interior, looking to

1itable provision made for them, and & ¥y request

it sent a Bpecial Agent, Major Creel, to Florida,

axamine conditiorpa; and he went, f"'.r.-1‘,, to

1d then to Fort Myers, and into the
1BANd ACTEB I‘-':wr".l'ﬂt-

ion on tha we da, He returnad to Washington and made

I -t.t-:'.--v:-:*.ul intarviewa with him. We at last

't the Preaident to witl ) nent lands further Bouth
wards the acuthweatern edge o he Glades, where most of th
ydians were, and wl there were scme Government landsa.
he matter up with the Legislature at its 1911 Bession, &

1@ month of May, wrote to my friends there and Btate offi ials,
and Mr. Creel went to Tallahassee in an effort to get some co=- :
eration on the part of the State. I believe Captain Hendry
the House, but it never passed. It ia
te cooperatidn in order that we may have

lands 1in a compact body, to accommodate

the Indianas
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the Bureau to overlook,

prodded them from time
to send

Arn

invesgtigate the situat-
ior Creel made quite
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otate cooperation, cllected some important data
» location o .

4 1 T - o
B2 |.-: ore and

§
L0

L .- -=--:|'|;_.t,
orized, I wou?

dene as Congress
1 éndeavor to ascertain the reason,




