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An I am gsoon to leave with the Hational Guard Tor the Training
Camp, and am unable at the present time %o make a ¥vielt To Four oliy To
talk to you personally, I take this means of bringlng e your attantlon
a very vital matter to me, and which I trust Iino your position of authority
you will see that justice and right shall reign, and that you will protsct
me, and see that the high prineiples of your Department shall remain unsul-
lied.

Firset I wish to say that Tthrough experience and peraonal deal=-
ings with your Hesident Agent at Homestead, Fla., Frank J. Fowers, 1l have
had proven to me that the remarks and acousations made by others as %o
hieg dighonesty and unreliasbleness, abe the Gods stralght truth, and ls
the direct caunse of my having to write this letter to you now, for in the
ingident that I am going to relate in this letter he ig your representa-
tive in that he is the Land Iepartments igent in the terrltory south of
Klami,

My firet personal relations with MHr. Fowers began asbout two years
ago, at the time that I sold a large tract of land at Cape Sable through
him to W. F. Smith, Samumel Untemyer and Judge Baker. 8Since the time that
we closed that deal, I have specured positive evidence that he stole over
Bix thousgand dollars out of the commissions, this amcunt of money was to
have come to me, and he never was able %o account for my not getting 1%,
yet gtill trusting the man, I took his flimay excumses and said nothing
more to him about it, but just recently found for a faot that he had de-
liberately taken this amount, and had lied to me, as well a8 proving him-
gelf a thief, and this was the treatment that I received for oy kindnoess
in turning this deal over %o him and allowing him to make some money on
the side bealdes hie position with your Company.

fall after this deal was olosed, the parties to whom we gold
w A

tha traot, placed tha land Jointly in ounr hands for retail, whish business

we conduoted for econsiderable time. But even then he misrepresented facts

regarding such landes as were sold to our customers, and did finally em=-

bezzle soms money from one oustomer, who came To me in company with hia

wife and relsted the facts concerning the money that Powers had stolen

from him, supposedly to buy bBupplies, which supplies have never been bought

to this day. :hEFﬂ1fﬁUL5 1 ralated to W. F. Smith, a8 also did the customer

Seom 1 nr s sl seoured this money. sad Me. itk to whsld. o da-

TR s h e e, Ty 0ape EALLD MTWRdpmant (o, rMDITy “Ts tuied
noney e customer in order to hush the mutter up.




~ These facts I am relating to you juat to prove to you that I
am not & "kicker"™ with a "grudge", but all thie can be proven and should
you gome down here and make investigations regurding your agent, you
could very easily find out a great deal more that would be to your Companyse
future advantage.

How the matter that I have in mind that I am writing you about
and ask your protection for me, is the sale of-a large tract of Cape
Sable land that was 20ld this lest winter to Mr. Badenock, of Chicago,
through My, Ws M., Butterworth, but whioch deal has not as yet been finally
elosed, but which desl I am fully ascquainted with the facts conmcerning,
and which-deal is supposed to be closed within a very short time, regard-
less of the faet that,the Land Company caneelled the option papera cover=-
ing this land %o save bhaving to pay income tax on this amount of money,
8till it is an understood faoct that the papers covering this deal remain
the pame between the parties concerned.

When Mr. Fowers and I started to selling Cape Sable land in
partnership for the Cape Sable Development (o. he agreed with me that
any customers that 1 had for Cape Sable lands that couldn't be satisfied
With the lands belonglng to the Cape Sable Development Jo., to bring them
0 hinm just the same, and he would place them on the lands belonging to
the Model Land Co., the Florids East Coast Ry, the Jennings Trast, or the
Dewhuret lands, and divide with me EQUALLY whatever the smount of the

commisalone Ifrom the sale of the lands, this would enable him to sell a
10t of land that he wouldn't have otherwlse have sold and &t the ssme time
allow me to make more money that I would have otherwlse have mads.

Well some time after we sold the Cape Sable trast to Mr. Smith,
Mr. Untemysr and Judge Baker, lr. Butterworth came to me and inguired
for information regarding the Cape Sable section. I went into the matter
fully with him, and he then asked me to take the matter up with Mr. Powera
and get loecatione, prices ete. regarding thosge lands. All this I 4id and
got Mr. Butterworth so mmoch interested that he came to mé and informed me
that he was going to Chicago where he knew that he sould raise the monay
from former ocllents of his, and come down and buy a large trast in that
Beotion. Mr. Butterworth was distinetly adiient of mone, und g0 st.ted
himself, and Mr. Badenock and other associsted with him, and I have letters
= in my possession from Mr. Butterworth that confirm my statements.

when Mr. Butterworth cume down last winter to look the land over
and the details covering the deal were agreed to, I happened to be out in
California, and he had to sompletc all the arrangements without my help
and presence, but I returned from California before he left for the North
again, and he personally told me all the detalls concerning the deal, and
told me if I had any trouble with Mr. Powere in getting my commission,
for he knew how unrellable Fowers was, that he would gladly g0 on the wit-
ness stand and testify in my behalf and see that I did get my share of
the commisaion from this deal when it is closed.

i A few days prior to this conversation with Butterworth, I had
met Fowers on the satreet and asked hi: concerning this deal, the faste of
wihich 1 had already received from another gource, and he dui-hurtly liea
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to ma doncerning the entire transaction, and even went so far as to ptate
that the parties who had bought this land were altogether snother orowd
from the ones that Butterworth had anything to do with, and that he was
gorry that I had no interest in this deal.

thie deal would never have been made had I pot persopally in-
tersgted Mr, Butterworth in the land first, and &t the time that I 4id
interest Butterworth in this matter, Fowers told me that he would divide
whatever eommiseion he received equally with me, and I now appeal to you
0 aae that right and Justice is carried out, for you have the whola

&
'

matter right in your hands.

I hawe :dispuseed the entire matter with Lr. W. F. Smith, of the
Tirm of Shutte, Smith & Bowen, who is & cousin of mine, and he sdvised
mae to wrlte you the full facts regarding the matter, and that youn wounld
gse that 1 got the commission I am entitled to from this deal, for know-
ing Powers as I do with the experience I have had from him, I know that
unlesa you see that this matter is handled in the right manner I will
never get my monay unless I resort to the Courta for Jjustlioe.

Mr. Ingraham, I dislike to take so much of your time Tor thie
matter, I dislike even mors %o go %o law for justioe, btut I have to go
in the army now and leave my family, and I cannot be here to look after
my interests, and I must get all that is coming to me to help my family
while 1 am away for they need every cent of the money I can acoummlate
Tor them before I have %0 go, and I appeal to you to help me, if you arr
in a position to do so, when this matter is closed, but if you are not
then I will have t0 seek relief in other ways.

I trust that you appreciate my position from the facts that I
bave laid before you, all of which is abeolutely true, and that as the
head of the Hodel Land Company, Bee that your agents ocarry out thelr
agrecments to other liseneed agente, when customers sre turned over to
them, and to see thuat they do not take advantage of their positions to
rob others of what 18 rlghtfully thelra.

I will have to leave for army service the 6th day of August and
will nét be able to be here again after that date, but I beg of you to keep
these facts before you, and when thies deal is finally olosed to see before
you pay .over one cent of the commission to Fowers, to see that I get oy
Bhare and he lives up to his agreement.

Any ocorrespondence that you may wieh to have concerning this
matter, ¥ou will please take up with me, prior to August b6th, after that
date, Mr, William P. Smith, of Shutts, S8mith & Bowen, will handle the
It:!u.‘:-tﬂl‘ for mé, as a relative, and all that gou may do will be appreciated

o 1D,

Thanking you for your kindness and trusting that you will proteat
me and uphold the high policy of your company, I am,

foura very truly,

(8igned) Harry P. Cooper.
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