It is true that the Ficus elastica rubber tree referred
to in the guotation Toes grow well in Plorida and the
trees in some looalities have reached enormous sisze, but
rubber trees are able to grow under conditiona where
they will yield only a emall gquantity of latex, or
rabbar milk, and the information that has come to us in-
dioates tha{ thisa has been the case with the Pleous
alastica and other rubber-producing trees and vines in
¥lorida, On the basis of this information, therefore,
we cannot at this time hold any definite encouragement
regarding the commerclial produstion of rabber in that

atate,

You are, of oourse, aware that the Flous elastloa rubber
tree 18 not the pame as the Hevea, or Fara rubber tree,
whioh furnishea over ninety per cent of the world's
sapply of raw rubbar,




