FOOTING IT AEROSS THE EVERGLADES

By Gapt. G. W. Storter)
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in tha sumser of 1921 that Captain 4. F. Jaudon
wr algmian. sggrestad-to tha writer s trip on foot
b} el altwl ) o Pnutp [now the Tamiam! Traeil) acroass
ydaa to Miagri, Paw white men had aver attempt=
gome of tham goft  laost and-aearchine: partie=z had
ent out to find- them.

Bunt we did rot antiecd r‘lr—lL*" anything like .thia so we angaged
a. Seminole by the nome of Abrahar Lincoln, noet as & gulds
but ‘#s s packman.
L

wWe expected bo make this trip in three davs and outlfitted
guraelvesswith the followlingz artieles, tveanty-saven lbs.
of food whlch conalsted of blecwvl s, bacon, coffee. some
canned milk, an? sugar, a moagqulto bar sach ond a rubber
rain ponche welpghling two snd one half pounda, e travel-
ed ss the reesl Florida Cracker called it "light," In ocur
egqulipnent we shouvld beve caPrled . p extra palr olsahcos"an

arnd Aavk an aur =acand Adar seross the saw crass AWaMD.

On leaving Everglodes: Glty. we got a lugesh' to poarry usup
tn ;jz? banding on THP]FP'E rivar where we tisd up about
four 0Velock in the afterncon. .

Then we begen our long journey, "e traveled imtil sundown
end made our flrst camp on the Rockwall Fralrle,

After arielng ‘bafore day to cet an early atapt the naxt
morning and taking s’ Spnrise courss: - los we carried no.com=
pass) 1t was necessery to wateh your gourse closly during
the middle of tha dsy. But after thraess'eolock all- that
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abhaad,

We only accomplished about twanty=-Tive mileas the flrst ﬂa"
as we red enterad that ares sl sorub svypress theat liss miles
naxt to the Everglades and camping grounds ware soarce.

Yor will observe thls sz yon ride through 1t in wour Timove
aine on vhat 18 k¥nown now 83 the Tamiaml @reil. - S0 58 the
aun: besan to geb low in the West :we decided”to hunt. a camp=
ing place, angd after shoolpng off several moccasinz and al=
ligators from a little knoll in & dense swamp, we took poa-
asgaion snd went to work cutting pelmetto cabbace Tanz to
build up ovr beda*out of the water and, after eating our
aupper wa retiresd lor the night.

Wa had & aplendid :f{'LTs rest and arosé about four 0Fslock
.l

kh- the morning. After partaking of a véry frugal and -
aetlsfactory brﬂnk-aat we rasumed onur long and. tiresoms




Footing It Acrossa the Everglades (Cont.)

fourney. 41 forgot to memtion that our Indian packman had
no shoes snd hHe hagd bejrun to complaln that hlis feet hurt
him ojus, (pleéentyl of courae we couil® only svmpathize with
hirm. As our -own Test had begun to warn ua that we had a
gimiler axpariance bhafors us.

g we approached nearer the Everglades the timber line be=
gan to dwarl and we coypld look off on the rreat &#xXpansa

of grass_ endgwater dotted here and there with hammoel i{a-
landa, -Some of which:ware occuplad by the ‘Seminole ‘ndians.
Waagon Tound foot printas lesadin g to one .of the hemmocka
which wa followed pnd finaelly we came to a fine Slald of
augar cansa, pumpkina; banenas, savaral lndlan . squvaws and
papocses-alac so-e pipa and chlckensewhich gffersed ua tha
opportunlty to repleniah our already scant supply of "grub.
W8 purchasac some venison and egca of unknown vintege . which
our Indlan partook snd anjoyed of very frealy. he Indlan
was getLing wenker asch <Jey sz ha d1d not thrive wall on
the white man's condensed food. The quantity 1s the main
thing with hip, it does not matter much as to what kind

of .food 1t ia butk the main thing 1= that he hasa. to have

his stomach Milled.

After leaving the tndian Village, we laid ovt a mourse, that
we thought Weuld take us to a-dredge that was bullding ‘tha
grade on the - Miaeti end of the Trall, ;

Some 20 miles weat of ®iami, & survey Had heen mede acrosa
the Yiladesyand we hoped to {ind some of the stakes to guide
s, but. the prairie fires had dastrored all such mark-

inga, so we wandaresd on eastward for two days more,  Hot
firding snything in the way of a habltation, we held a coun-
cll and deglided, alter checking up, that we wears too far
south; so on the mornlng of the third day we traveled north
until noon, and found what we wara looking for--the stakss
that would lead us to the dredge. We reachad this drFsdge
about four O'eleek that afternocon, but found no’one thars
but the caretaker, azs tha dredge was shot down on acconnt
of the leck of funda to ocarry on the work. Ths man in char-
ge expressed his reagreta that he d1d not have gufficlent
food to divide with us, tmt directad pa Lo an J‘!‘I"“H‘rn, whom
we ‘employed Lo take us slx mllesz down the cennl to & place
where & lone: trepper lived.

My-Miam! rriend had ¥mown this trapper 1lh former dawys,.and
we were recelvad very hospftably. *e set out a Polsnd water
bottle, end grid: "Gents, there ia a 1ittle shine in.that
bottle, and + want you to help yourselves, ms I krow voui
pesd 1t." “e 'had juat returned from Miami, snd brought
with him an abundanee of nica fresh cpapeprissg, -
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From this supply he caooke

|

na & aplendld suppar,

Arter Cinishing supper, he coprdislly invited ua ‘to spend
the night with him, and aaid that the pext morning ha would
take us 12 mllegs furthsr in“hils motor boat, ‘We declded
to mecept hia hospitmlity, ond the next mornlng he was. ap
before daylight preparing breskfest, Az 1 was rlso an ear=-
1y risar, * hurned out abont the same time he J1d. We an-
red n conversatior, end I notlieed that sometime durilng
e night b8 had rafilled tle bottls of shine, and invited
me to help myself. - him what he was doing in the
Evargledes in the susmer time, end waa informed that he

was farming,

aalkied

I notice® this gentleman had a brand new hoe and rake up
in the top of hia oemp, with the price tag atill on them;
and shid to 1, "Thease lndlans moke very good shine,

He pcouldn't stend. thls eny. longer, snd steted very emphatli-
cally: "Hell, noj; no Indian didn't make that shine," By
pastexparienca, f krnew then that * was beaing antartalned
by. & moonskiper; but baing his gusat, 1L did not think it
would ‘be courtecus to inguire any Durtker, 7
After m' sumptuous-breaklast of bagen, prlts, braad, ayrup
gnd”coffee, he took ug Iinto his ‘motor boat and carried us
down stream a3 far aa a dom in the tanal ;. where we pald
him and bade Blm good=-bye, e told va wa would pot bava
to walt wery long, ns many people camsg out on the canal

to flsh,.and that wa asovld aand a messags In %o Miaml to
aame out end toke v An. We had heon walting only a faw
minites when a Ford rosadster drove up, having a truek body
behind covered over with canwas, snd some fiahing poles
tied oh the side. We asked tha-Ariver 1f he would taks

a measage in for ws, bto whick he agresad; bub after loockling
up over carafully, he, sald I might carry you in,
I'T your oep han n haegk . Ny gledly acapntad hla in=

ritation, an? ot

1t was vot very comfortable riding sitting on stone jugs
and deml johna, but 1t beat walking end welting. 8 took
us to the first telephons, snd seid: MOerntlemén, this 1s
as far as I can go, on aceount of these fiahing polea on
my. car, -but you can phone for'a TRxY¥ thet wlll come and
get you." 3

We reacked Eigmi alter abovrt four snd & half days of trav-
8l. . The writer hnd =prained hia enkls from fallling in =
aravies in the rock, and 1t had swollen to the slze of a
plenic hem. “oor Abrakam Lincoln (not related, to our mar-
tyred prealdent), had alsost lost the soles of hia feet

on aherp rocks and-roots; end after rastling a day or twWo,
s cemer to me and sald, "Me wart to po back to RBir- Cwpreas,
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Miaml too bilg."  So 1 gave him a letter to my folks at ‘Ever-
glades, thinking he.wonld get back there in two or three
daya; tut when 1 mext anw him abont thraa weeka later, and
pgked him what he did with the letter; his explanation was:

"Got drunk ojva on way back; loss Tem.™

Sunday, the firat day of April, 1928, 1 left Everglades

gt 7:20 in the morning, mnd traveled over practically the
same route we followed In- 1821, now the courae of the Ta=
mlaml Trall, Ve aew many Interesting thlngs---ndlians, blrds,
turtles, allipgetors, wild turkevs ,md snakes of diffarant
kinda, end peached the oity of %iarml Besch In two hours

and forty-five minuteas. " Thersa 1 saw as many a8 two thon-
sand bathing besautlesj drove ovwer the roads
and beackea arovmd Elami; and waa back home in Everglades

by &:30 ‘the aame evenlrg.

p
"

"surely the world do Hove."




