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Away shadows, vanlsh |
Com: 1ot toomy heart !
Enmg,‘lr:.ltgﬂl. liberate the slave of matter. .
Lat, frea from aml-ih, rlny thought

i WA BWLIE,
TEse e World of the ever kind Father!
Oh 1 let me toward IIEhl,

toward love brin
Jlif; l!ﬁl:hnﬂng lamp, &ra tlf_u wick is consumed.
Indeed, to whom was granted

e fated to desery ! y £

%Et. Exunluw wo know : * Return again to dust ! .

Th% fit of lifa to mn
Fa

back o thes
Death nl?}ha gan bring me to o happler land.

Transialed by Ol Hanon.

Tt would be foreign to the purpose of
this article to attempt to criticise from a

iterar int of view the verses we have -
Eﬁﬁdﬁf to give any estimate of their
value * respectively as literary produc-
tions, We leave this to the reader, con-
tenting ourselves with having mmlm_,- what
wa believe to be a unique collection of
writings by representatives of a peculiar
and most interesting class of persons—a
class hitherto commanding little attention
in the world of letters, but destined, we
feel assured, with the inereasing, advan-
tages afforded it, to contribute in the future
its due share to the aggregate of intellect-
ual production.

THE DRAINAGE OF

HE first proposal to drain the over-

flowed lands of.South Florida was
made in 1847 by Hon. J. D. Westcott,
based upon the reports of General W. 5.
Harney, who had explored the Ever-
glades in the Indian wars, and General
Thomas 3. Jesup, who had thoroughly
scouted the valley of the Kissimmee and
the recion west and sonth of Peace Creek.
My, Buckingham Smith, in the same year,
made an interesting report to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury upon the practicabil-
ity of the scheme. Upon the strength of
this and confirmatory reports of the army
and navy officers, an act of Congress,
August 12, 1848, granted the swamp and
overflowed lands to the State of Florida,
on condition of draining the same, the
act being incorporated in a general law
dedicating the proceeds from the sales of
such lands, in any State where they lay,
after the expense of drainage was paid, to
purposes of internal improvement and
education.

But Indian hostilities delayed aetive
operations for ten years, and the outbreak
of the civil war remanded the enterprise
to the study of theorists. The slow per-
colation of population into South Florida,
accclerated by the inyvestment of Hon, "W,
M. Randolph, of Louisiana, and Hon. H.
8. Banford, ex-Minister to Belgium, in the
county of Orange, which abuls upon the
drainage area, was followed by the build-
ing of the South Florida Railroad, from
the new town of Sanford, on the upper
waters of the St. John's, to’ Orlando, the
thriving county seat. Under Mr. James
E. Ingraham’s administration the road
. was pushed through to Lake Tohopeka-
liga, the summit reservoir or source of

THE EVERGLADES,

Kizsimmee River. Practical and econom-
ical interests revived the study of the theo-
rists.  Careful surveys of engingers of
steamboat, railway, and eanal companies
were re-enforced by thoss of the United
States Topographical Corps, under an act
of Congress, and the general features of
the country were mapped. These, how-
ever, wers disconnected, and pertaining to
other interests or enterprises. Under a
charter of incorporation from the State,
March 5, 1879, Mr, James M, Kramer, civil
engineer of the Drainage Company, enter-
ed upon a more thorough and practical
survey of the area subject to drainage
south and west of Peace Creek, or south of
Township 25, and west of Range xxvii.,
ineluding the wvalley of the Kissimmee
and the great basin of the Okeechobee and
the Everglades.

Of this region the agent of the State,
Mr. 8. L. Niblack, says, in his report, June
27, 1882, that the water of Lake Olkee-
chobee does mot overflow the country
around the lake, except on the south,
whenre it spreads out over the Everglades,
and that the flooding of the flats of the
Kissimmee River is caused by the rain-
fall. In the dry season, from Oetober
to May, these vast prairvies are partially
drained, and pastured with thousands of
wild cattle, which feed on the rich, nu-
tritious grasses. The extent of the arca
south of latitude 28 thus subjected to pe-
riodic inundation from the rain-fall is
estimated by Mr. Kramer at 1000 square
miles in excess of the combined areas of
the States of Rhode Island, Commecticut,
New Jersey, and Delaware. The problem
submitted to the engineers, therefore, was
simply to relieve this vast territory, of
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- which a large proportion is not
subject to inundation, but is sus-
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descent to the keys.  But this in-

cline, fifty miles wide by thiree hundred
long, is broken into longitudinal and trans-
verse sections of terraces. - The St. John's,
gathering its waters into a chain of lakes
about the twenty-eighth parallel, flows
north along the eastern flanks of the in-
terior table-land, from a maximum eleva-
tion of twenty feet above the sex, to the
Atlantic, near Jacksonville. A depression
of a maximum elevation of eighty-seven
feet above the sea divides the long slope of
the interior table, in the latitude of Lake

of the Ocklawaba and across to the Wicas-
South of
this the land rises again to an elevation of
ong hundred and forty-six feet above the

ridge, holding Lake Apopka between its
County, to an elevalion of one hundred

and sixty-three feet. From this ridge and
the terraces of lakes about it the Ockla-

the Withlacoochee north and west; the
Charley Apopka and Peace Creek south
and west; and the Kissimmes and Blue
Jordan, a swamp river, souith into Okee-
chobee. The rivers east of the ridge
discover the peculiar terrace form of the
.topography ; that is, the water, seeping
down, pools and fills a shallow trough at
the foot of the ridge, from which it over-
flows into a lower terrace, pooling again,
and thus successively du?clups the chain
of linked lakes exhibited by the St. John's.

The western valley shore.of this river
below Lake Monroe, 10.076 feet above the
sea, 18 less than three miles wide, San-
ford is fourteen feet higher; and Belair
Grove,three milesinland, forty feet higher.
Bo, going west from Lake Winder, ninety
miles up the St. John's, and 18737 fect
above the sea at Charlotte Harbor, the head
of Wolf Creek, ten miles in the interior,
i& at an elevation of 61.989 fect; and Lake
Clonway, on the highest terrace of Orange
County, one hundred feet above the sea,

waha and the Wekiva flow north and east;

having nowisible outlet, steps through
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to the solution of the

problem of drainage,
The engineer is not
left to the alternative
of reducing the volume

spread over {wenly
thousand nine hundred
square miles at onece,
He can proceed from

terrace to terrace, re-
claiming the higher
ones by successive de-

R-XXVLIL XXIX
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- swamp and marsh to Little Tohopekaliga,

a fall of twenty-nine feet in less than ten
miles. These various examples of river
marsh or upland lake’ indicate that the
terrace form of the topography of South
and East Florida is not a local incident,
but a general characteristic.  Of this sim-
ple explanation of that accumulation of
superficial water the engineer avails him-
self in order to drain these terraces suc-
cessively. Otherwise, if the flooding of
the prairies was caused by the overflow of
a single grand reservoir of the valley at
Okeechobee, the drainage would be accom-
plished by enlarging its outlets. Over
these the long rain eloud from May to Sep-
tember unburdens its fruitful showers, fill-
ing and overflowing terrace over terrace,
from each of which the freshet falls, not
into the single channel of one mighty
river, but down broad, shallow wvalleys,
overspreading the wild pastures that fringe
the central basin ; and, combining with its
gathered volume of inerease, stays theslow

drainage and evaporation mayhap from.

season to season. When this oceurs, and
the redoubled freshets of each successive
terrace unite with the combined volume
of the Kissimmee River in Lake Okeccho-
bee, the overburdened banks give way to
the impetuous floods, which in 1841, 48,
"85, 62, '60-"70, and '74 drowned the palm
groves of the Caloosahatehee.

But when the dynamics of this system
of terraces is understood, it becomes a key
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scent, step by step,
while the drainage of
the central basin pro-
ceedsasan independent
operation. This can be best illustrated by
the maps. The one above includes the
region west from Lake Winder, on the St.
John's, Township 26, Range xxxv., and
extends westward six townships, The
general elevation of this-table above the
sea at Charlotte Harboris 66.82 feet.  The
highest basin is the small lake in Township
26, Range xxxii. The summit ridge is in
Range xxxiii. The géneral contour of
the terrace is represented by the topo-
graphical chart below, reduced from the
surveys of Assistant-Engineer W. G. Will-
iamson, of the United States Topographic-
al Corps. - It does not represent an air-
line, but the depression of lake surfaces,
after crossing the divide between the val-
ley of the 5t. John's and the summit level.
The distances from’ Lake Winder and the
elevations above the sea at Charlotte Har-
bor are given in the following table.

y | : I Elevatlon above,
T banes Lﬁ. ey
5 I Mikem. | in Feet,
Lake Winder......| 000 | 7 18587
Head af Wolf Crecle . 10.11 61,089
Alligator Lake .. ... 98 40 T1.484
Izabel Dake ... ... 8141 T1.E04
Littla Tohopekaliga . a7.32 T0.812
Tohopekaliga . .. ... 6298 64.503
Cypress Lake......| b8.8] 64.608
Hatchenaba . ... 0. AE]l 235

Neither of these represents the topogra-
phy in its general character, until we un-
derstand that, as the Tohopekaliga sum-

{13k

L. FFimifer
1813T
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" BROTION OF TOUOFEEALIGA SUMMIT LEVEL.
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mit level is a terrace of the high table-
lands of Orange and Polk counties, it is
itself divided into subterraces sixty fect
above the sea, extending like a flare edge
from the head of Wolf Creek (61.980 feet)
to Lake Hatchenaha (60.235 fect).

The lake surface of this summit level is
fifty-three square miles, but swamp and

y" (the word applied in Florida to
slough and water-grass meadows) ampli-
fy the area to 250 square miles. It is
45.856 feet above the valley of the St
John's, and is succeeded on the south by
the lower terrace of the Kissimmee lake
and river,

The fall from the summit level to the
escarpment of Wolf Creek and Lake
Hatchenaha, or Turkey Lake (to render
the Indian into English), is nearly five
feet in three and a half miles. A canal
forty feet wide and six feet deep was
projected, and has been completed, eon-
necting the latter with Tohopekaliga.
This furnishes a fall of nearly two feet to
the mile. *Omitting the figures, it is cal-
culated the discharge of such a current
. will require an area of rain-fall in this
region over three thousand square miles,
independent of evaporation, to keep it sup-
plied. A most important funection of such
an aqueduct is its service as a catch basin
for the supersaturated soil.

The Drainage Company was reorgan-
ized in 1851, under the presidency of Mr.
Hamilton Duston, who had previously in-
vested heavily in the reclamation and set-
tlement of South Florida. The prelimina-
ry surveys under Mr. Kramer were com-
pleted in the summer of 1882 and Captain
Rose, an experienced engineer, organized
his company, and built the hull for his
dredge-in the raw woods on Lake Toho-
pekaliga. The patent (Allan’s) is on the
continuous ladder principle. A chain of
buckets, suspended from an upright of for-
iy feet, is drawn under a druom at the ex-
tremity of an arm extending forty feet
horizontally from the foot of the upright,
and over an incline to its top. The whole
has some resemblance to a figure 4, hav-
ing a short foot resting on the bow of the
scow. The chain of buckets revolves over

the drum, sinking their steel scoops in the
soft coze and mueck, to ascend over the in-
eline to the top of the 4, where they are
met by a washer from the two-inch nozzle
of a force-pump as each bucket falls over,
with a jerk, discharging its contents on a
sluice-gate, at right angles to the keel, ex-

tending beyond the edge of the cutting,
and building its levees as it progresses, .
The long arm swings on the stem of the
4 from side to side, controlled by levers,
so that each bucket sinks beyvond the pre-
vious one, digging or cutting a swath of
thirty-seven feef, as a mower swings his
scythe. A tow-rope over a drum, attached
to a stake properly set for the width and
rectilineal edge of the cutting, controls the
progress by means of levers. The huge
craneswings; the timbers groan ; steel and
iron rattle and elang; the cough of the
engine is broken by shouts of the men up
to their waists in water; the anvil elinks;
the sharp word of command cracks like a
cow-whip; the constant stream of black
ooze pours over the sluices; and as the
huge iron and steel megatherium, like its
prototype, toils deep in the marsh, behind it
15 the clean-eut edge and levees of the new
canal. The scow on which these opera-
tions are conducted is a stern-wheel steam-
boat, having a narrow cabin for the ac-
commodation of the men, and a smithy.
Only white labor is employed. .

The scenery is like its prototype of the
coal period, a sea of maiden eane embroid-
ered with bay and eypress where Reedy
Creek and the tortuous Kissimmes eross
the watery prairie. Here we find ferns,
and pig-weed six inches in stem, and wear-
ingahuge flower likea hat; w hile saffron,
morning - glory, jasmine, wntnr-li]y, spar-
kle among the green of vines and the
gray of tillandsia. The ardor of vegeta-
tion is everywhere magnificent in its rich-
ness and variety of color and tones, The
drainage has already reclaimed nearly
400,000 acres, acknowledged by grants
under the contract, chiefly in this sum-
mit level.

The terrace of Orange County south
of Township 25 abuts upon the superior
table-land of the adjacent area in Town-
ship 20, Range xxx. This territory, as
indicated by the range lines on the map,
lies southwest of that which we have ex-
amined, which it overlaps. It includes
an area of 576 square miles, contain-
ing numerous small bodies of water, ar-
ranged on ascending subsidiary ferraces
as we go west from Lake Kissimmee. The
average elevation above the sea at Char-
lotte Harbor is 106 feet. Inthe vicinity of
Lake Buffum the high peak of the sand-
hills divides the waters of Peace Creek and
Charlgr Apopka from the water-shed of
the K&mmm Valley. The larger lakes,
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in order from the north, are Pierce, Rosa-
lie, Walk-in-Water, Kotsa, Crooked, Buf-
fum, Reedy, and Lochapopka. It includes

outlets by vegetation. It is entirely apart
from the relation of the adjacent terraces
to the system ; but the chart shows its pe-
culiar adaptation to practical irrigation
by means of locks and dams. The plant-
er and fruit-grower may here, asin Orange
County, be made independent of the wea-
ther by these small adjacent bodies of wa-
ter situated on different levels, g

In the angle between the regions
mapped, Townships 29 of Ranges xxx. and
xxxl., lie the beautiful lake and valley of
the Kissimmee, extending eastward to the
St. John's. Nothing appears more strik-
ing to the observant explorer than the
sharp distinetion in nature between adja-
cent territories through which he passes,
As he goes southward from Lake Kissim-
mee he leaves behind the prevailing char-
acteristics of high pine level, hummpck,
and prairie of erab-grass. DBefore him,
like a sea, rolls the lustrous pale yellow
cane, haviog a long silky plume, through
which the river winds, inextricable errors
involute, like a labyrinth, Insthe remote
horizon is the bronze fringe of red bay,

the farm lands proper of the Tallahassee | the deep green of live-oak, tufts of palm,

Indians, removed south of Micanopy half
a cenfury since, of which a remnant sur-
vives,

Tie topographic chart below, reduced
from- Mr. W. G. Williamson's report, ex-
hibits a eross section of the pools and nar-
row longitudinal valleys into' which the
region is subdivided. Thae following ta-
ble gives the heights and distances:

[Tilriance from | Helght above the
Lake Kissim= | Sea at Charlotta
maee fn Miles, | Harbor In Feet.
Tiger Lake...... 2.01 00,554
Walk-in-Water . . 561 47042
Lake Lenore. ... . 16.76 02, 104
Lake Little Tiger.| 1818 00,555
Crooked Lake. ... 2173 132,688
Lake Baffam . ... 26,18 138,245

The cﬁginuering in this region is reduced
to the drainage of the long accumulation
of surface water by the gradual filling of its

|
|E

or the tawny fronds of the pine, melting
into the kaleidoscope of cloud-land, by
which the trained eye distinguishes at a
glance elevation above the waler. On
that sallow or gamboge ground-work the
courses of streams embroider an arabesque
in green willow and custard-apple. The
heavens are opened, tinged with irides-
cent hues, like the nacre of a shell: the
abundance and plumage of wild fowl in-
crease. The deer feed with a *‘shocking
tameness,” wild turkey seem domestiea-
tit!ilmld fish are taken without trouble or
skill,

A low swell of the ground, rich in erab-
grass, extends south, by Fort Drum, Range
xxxv., Township 34, to the vieinity of Fort |
Van Swearingen, and the heads of Taylor
and Cow creeks, which empty into the
Okeechobee.  Of this Mr. Niblack, in his
report to the State Board, June 27, 1882,

4 :
EECTION OF THE LAKE BUFFUM SUMMIT LETEL.
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says, ' Within this limit there is, in the
vicinity of Fort Drum, a pine ridge,

XEXIT

R. XXIX

five miles in length and one-half to
three-quarters in width, that might
with light drainage be cultivated.”

g

There is, he adds, a ridge about Fort
Davenport, west of the Kissimmee, T.
20, R. xxvii., four or five miles wide,
extending south to Lake Istokpoga, T.

86, R. xxx., said to be barren and unin-
habitable. All the rest, according to
Mr. Niblack's report, is subject to over-
*flow. :

But on an exenrsion in probably the
more favorable season of December,
1882, the writer found pine levels and
arable land quite down to the vicinity of
Okeechobee.  The most singular curios-
ity of his exploration was a swine-herd
brought up in that wild, trackless region,
and yet whom no curiosity, or the chance
wandering of his herds, had led to the
mouth of the Kissimmee, a few miles he-
low. He had *‘had no 'casion for to go
thar,” and he never went. I fancy it was
a more vigorous race than the swine-herd

. held these watery fastnesses for forty years
against the combined army and navy.

Nothing could appear more queenly
and magnificent than Lake Okeechobee as
we came upon it. The elosing day was
drawing the soft veils of dusk over the
pinnate and pointed folinge set clear
against the dying lights.

The river is one hundred and twenty
feet wide at the mouth, flowing with a

| XEXTE
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VALLEY OF TUE EISSIMMEE,

LAKE KISSIMMEE

mean veloeity of two feet per second, ten
feet deep, discharging 207,860,000 cubic
feet every twenty-four hours, On an esti-
mated evaporation of one-eighth of an
inch per day, the exhalation would aggre-
gate 200,400,000 cubic feet, or 83,040,000
in excess of the inflow of the Kissimmee.
Henee it is estimated that in only abnor-
mal conditions the great lake overflows
its margins. DBut these estimates do not
include the inflow from other terraces,
which fill the valley of Fish-eating Creck
on the west, and Cow Creek and Taylor's
Creek on the north and east, whose com-
bined volume will probably counterbal-
ance the normal evaporation of ‘three-
eighths of an inch per day.

To control this; a proposed canal from
Cahoney Bay, in Okeechobee, to the St.
Lucea, is to be cut one hundred and twen-
ty feet wide and ten feet deep, having a
fall of one foot per mile, with 4 mean ve-
locity of 3.86 lineal feet per second, capa-
ble of lowering the estimated thousand
square miles of surface four feet in a sea-
801,

It would require too much space to dis-
tinguish the botanical eharacters of vege-
tation in this virgin area; but the econo-
my of nature-is exhibited in the increase
of leaf surface by atmospherie nutrition,
displayed in gigantic ferns, palms, and
the massing of delicate pinnate foliage in
the bay, eypress, and their congeners, like
the refinement of art in nature. These,
shining, pointed, or darkly varnished in
the willow and eustard-apple, show a thou-
sand tones and shades of green, which
catch the lights and shadows in innumer-
able angles and surfaces, developing an
extraordinary brillianece and softness.
The great basin is a shallow pool on the
oolitic limestone, in a frame of saw-grass,

r
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ond canal throngh the soft challk
rim of the cuter basin. Curious-
ly Captain Menge, engineer of
the dredge, found here the re-
mains of an old cut of the Span-
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iards, showing that even  the
project of drainage of Governor

Westeott was not the first,
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Malr OF OREECHOBEE DREAINAGE CANAL.

whose pale straw-color is brought out
against the distant waporous, wvelvety
bronze and green of the red bay, It sits
on a stool twenty-five feet above the sea,
and five feet above the terrace of the Ever-
glades. We crossed under 2 high wind,
December 9, from the Kissimmee to the
mouth of the Drainage Canal. \

The axe-men had penetrated the fringe
of custard-apples, and revealed through
the opening the welcome pillar of smoke

e An earlier United States supr-

vey makes the fall from Fort
Thompson, at the southern ex-
tremity of Lake Flirt, to Charlotte Harbor,

less than two feet. This would make o

descent from the chalk ridge of the outer
basin of Okeechobee—a distance of ten
mileg—two feet to the mile. It was found
necessary to dam at that point in order to
get water to float the dredge-boat.

South of Fort Thompson is the beauti-
ful current of the Caloosahatehee, flow-
ing between high banks, terraced in the
characteristic manner of the topography.

RIXN XXM XXV XXV XIXFI XXV XITII OXXMIX | XXX XXEXT O OrEIEN x3ym

3 T L

- - i o
] Ty o5 old - N e ol ,I..]\El-:l'-lh.‘#urr:: =
*a 208 ] e - e ahors tha Eoa | 1
% Rl MR R | = 9 e
& u = = |
i g "i}n qam _.'-ull*l:r .
™ = e
3 P -q{“‘. Mong | L i
) L2 i
>y |F v re i
fa Has _'r_l..'i'-n d i =

Ooecfionted lands  {[IT]  Hwamp

o Ervergtmbes =2—2- Flopmifon of L Tisiposios 515 8

CHARLOTTE [IARBOR AND THE VALLEY OF THE CALOOSKRATCHEE.

of the drellge. The stratification as devel-
oped in the cutting beginning from the
bed-rock is clay and marl under white sand,
overlaid by a deep bed of muck. The
depth and rankness of this superficial de-
posit are extraordinary. It needs no sci-
entifie acumen todiscover that the success-
ful drainage of such a deposit will develop
an area of fertility unrivalled even by the
loamy bottoms of the Mississippi.

A canal twenty-two feet wide, having
an average fall of one foot to the II'HIE Con-
neects Okeechobes with Hmkpmlll!e, and
this is conneeted with Lake Flirt by a sec-
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This feature, peculiar to all river valleys,
indicates the manner in which the grand
trowels of nature have built up the water-
shed of all South Florida. Here in the
soft marl or loam are exhibited every-
where the escarpments seen in the harsh-
er features of parallel roads in the geolo-
gy of more northern latitudes. In thatis
the explanation of the overflowed lands
of Florida, and the key to their successive
drainage, terrace by terrace, to the Ever-
glades;

Again the scenery has changed. The
tall silken plumes of the saw-grass and
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L. samé name,
" from the city by a level and almost per-
L «fectly straight chaussde, as the road, that
" is rapidly assuming the aspect of a bou-
¢ levard, is called.
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bamboo-like cane give way to forests of
live-oak, palm, myrtle, and mangrove isl-
ands.  In the valley of Peace Creek are
found the bones of huge pachydermata

":"t the swamp epoch. In the groves and
gardens, among fig and olive, grow the

date, betel-nut, eocoa, and eabbage-palm.
The sugae-cane tassels, and ratoons, or
grows from one planting, from seven to
sixteen years. Cotton becomes perennial.

When our little party first penetrated
from Orange County by interior waters to
the Gulf; it was all raw, wild, unknown;
but sines then a little steamer has gone
through the Drainage Canals down the
Caloosabatehee, and in another season
the Northern tourist can explore the de-
seribed region, and pronounce for himself
upon the accuracy of the proposed theory,
and the character of the land reclaimed.

THE OLD TOWN COUNCILLOR,
A GENRE STUDY BY A LANDSCAPE PAINTER.

RAFENBERG, the favorite among
G the many charming suburban resorts
of the Diisseldorf pleasure-secker, lies at
the base of the low range of hills of the
It is about four miles distant

In my time it was a
well-kept turnpike, with but few scattered
dwellings upon it, bordered for the last

half-mile by a double row of magnificent |
old Norway firs, sole remnants of the an- |
cient Teutoburger Wald—the forest that

formerly spread over the greater part of
Westphalia. There are those still living
who remember when there was yet enough

. remaining of it to shelter wolves and
. bears, wild boars, and droves of untamed

horses, At present the hills are densely
studded with trees of comparatively re-
cent growth—pines intermingled with
beeches, oaks, and white-ringed birches—

1

fiscal property for the most part, but of |
late years indented here and there with |

farm or villa; while the ** Hardi,” not
long since a breezy moor, where sporis-
men hunted foxes and hares amid the
gorse and heather, is now crowned with
the city's reservoir, and is gradually be-
ing covered with edifices.

The village nestles in a little valley,
and consists principally of humble tav-
erns surrounded by gardens where beer
foams, and the fragrance of May-wine lin-

ys around cozy tables in little arbors, or

" under the grateful shade of graceful lin-

dens. Here in the summer afternoons
come the prosperous burghers with their
families to enjoy *‘im Lkiihlen Griinde"
their luncheon and eoffee, while the ehil-
dren seek wild flowers and weave gar-
lands of green leaves. Here lovers sigh

and wander, or sit passively locked in mu-
tunl embrace, with the blissful indiffer
ence to, or unconsciousness of, publie ob-
servation which marks the conduct of the
German engaged pair. Gay Ublans and
hussars dash up with clang of spur and
sabre, empty a ** Pulle” (o flask of cham-
pagne), or drain a ** Reiferschnapps,” and
disappear at a gallop up the road, strewn
with pine needles, soft as a earpet. Here
sit over their beer noisy groups of artists,
chafling the rustic waitresses who serve
them, and drawing upon the table illus-
trations of their conversation by a finger
dipped in the brown puddles of their bev-
erage. Herd come strolling musicians—
pathetie-faced Italians witlr anxious, care-
wern monkeys, and burly Tyroleans yod-
ling and thrumming the zither. In short,
the whole scene is that of a perennial pic-
nie in *‘a land where it is always after-
noon."

But life is not always, even here, a
carcless comedy, and the dark green for-
est has sométimes witnessed far differ-
ent deamas. The ** Wolfs-Schlucht” (the
Waolf's (zlen) has more than oncein the -
early morning echoed the sharp bark of
pistols, and the hope of some noble family
been brought bleeding from the “field of
honor" to breathe his last in the way-side
inn. Tragedies of a still darker charac-
ter have taken place ; but the violets and
wood-anemones, the leaves and berries,
return in their season, and in winter as in
summer the air is fragrant with the bal-
sam odors of the pines,

In this out-of-the-way spot it was once
my good fortupe to live, not for a week
or a month only, but for several happy
vears, during the course of which. I had
the opportunity of making the acquaint-
ance, at least by sight and name, of most
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