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Mrs Ernest Fa Cos, Chalrman
Evorglades National Perk Asscclation
Mami, Florida

My dear Mr. Qoes

The region of southwestern Floride encompassed within the Everglades
Nutdional Park project is well kmown to me personally. I had the good
fortuna to exploro this region sciemtifically in 1818. An acoount of
the region and the work wans published in the "Anthropology of Florida”
(Published by the Florida State Historical Society, sm. #to, Deland,
Flos 1922)e Asn to the eminent fitmess of the reglon for & netional
park, I may say as follows:

In commection with my work (Anthropology) I have visited many parts

of the worlde. I have become particularly directly acquainted with
most of the United States from the Culf to Alaska. In all these
travels I have never seen a roglom more charming and interesting from
the points of view of the naturalist, the fisherman, the archneologist
and others, end at the some time less fit for ordinary habitation

than the southwestern part of Florids, lmomm justly sz the "10,000
Igland Region"s
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The region teems with mounds and other remains of ancient man, which
should be preserved for posterity. The entire coast region of this
part of Floride is a part of the continent in constant highly instruce
tive process of formation.

The creeks, bayous, "sounds" and outside shallows are biological
laboratories of inestimeble values

The whole region is so pristine and wild that it is hard to realize
that it may be 50 near to civilization.

I may earnestly say that the establislment by the American Govermment
of no national park weas more justified than will be that of the southe
western portion of Florida wmder consideration. Thmder proper supers
wielon it will become almost immediately an enchanting spot for the
tourist and the student of nature, end a seientific open=air cbserves
tory of the highest order.

Hespootfully yours,

($igned) Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, Curater
Division of Physiocal Anthropology




