To the Trustees of the Internal Improvoment Fund,
gommissioners of Everglades Drainage District, and
Members of the House and Senate:

n-*‘tu Capitol:
lahassee, Florida.
Gentlemen: P
We, the undersigned land owners in the 1 - ades
_.’uf Florida, owning in the aggregate of approximately
acres, which is practiecally all the lands owned by lndiviﬂuﬁlrlﬂ
or eorporations outaide of the ownership of lands in the lw&'
Everglades held in Truat by the Trustees of the Internal Improve
Fund and embraged in the FEverglades Drainage District, respectfully
hoall your atteniion to the following:
First:¥ That we have been paying drainage taxes on our
lande since the Everglades Drainage Distriot was -;:ru:-.t.nd by the
Aote 'of the Leglslature of Florida; that no dralnage canale have
been sonsiructed or planned 1o be comsiructed or provisions mede
for the construction thereof in that portion of the Everglades
Drainage District in which our lands are embraged, "
.i-nn::mt! ihat at the time of the inception of the Everglades
y Drainaze project and the creation of the District there was shown
on a map duly nuthnfizud. accepted and adopied by the Commissionora
of the Everglades Drajnase Distriet, four (4) main drainage canals:

(a8 Zenate Doc. B9 = 62nd Congress; lst Sassion; Insert Map
Pages 180=121)
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‘ Canal "A", North How River Canal (which

constructed.

JLSanal "B, South New River Canal which
been completed.

' Canal *C", Niami Canal. Frovision for conslruction of
pane pas been made. _

Canal *5", Hillsboro or Weat Falm Beach Canal whieh has
boan congtructed.

Canal *"E'y, a canal to start at some point on the Julf of
Mexioco and tap the very basin of She Everglades by
running north or north—east.

- Thizs latier cpnal has never beon undertaken, alihough

n:l.u.ingpf dollars hnﬂ haﬂn spant clsowhere in the Everglades

_Draine-o Ein‘t.t'ifrt in eanal construction and slso in gplte of the

fact that thie latter cahal woRl@™tew=ewe—w-is bagsin of the Tverglados
sy j




drainm &, arl perhaps do more dralns ﬁ than any of the canals
construcied, under consirueticon or contemplated at this time.

Third. We have annually been paying drainage taxes on the

;helief that provieion would be made to construct Lhe gonal named,

and we would respeoifully l'.."-q'."'.ll.:_,"{l irr attention to the Randolph
Drainaze Report, provided for by the Legislaoture of ;?iaf pald for
by an appropriation made therefor and which wrovides 1 a“mumber of
ganals in tha southerm portion of the Everglades, none of which have

boan undertaken, or at this iime, to our knowledga,

C -
{Bae Senate Doo. 3T, 63rd Congresse, End Sepslon. Insert Majg hﬂ!‘i"

Fourth. Year after year we pay our drainage taxes under the
.ULQ?E conditions and we take this method of respecifully calling your
attention to the lack of attlentden in ihe matler of drainage thal our
landg and the 1 nds in the lower Everglades have reséived in the matter
of draina;e.

e are attaching two maps hereto.  Jgxhiovit "A" (Soe

Senate Dog. 89 — (6End Congremss, let Sosasion. Insert Hap between pajes
1280=121.) showing the original plan of the drainage of the Everglados -

gil:iel provides £8F the Oulf outlet in the lower Everglades of Florida,

§

or :::ﬁl SEE', as shown by the map. Exhibit ®"B® (Sce Senate Doo. 379,
62rd Congressa, 2nd Sopsion. Insert Map between pagos 1: and 18), being
one of the lost maps of the Mverpgladesa of Florida, lssusd by the 2
Drainagze Engineer of Florida. The latter map, on dotted 11
canal suzrestad for congtruction, and oach of theso mops ol _' do=
valop and ahow Lo oven ihe casual observer, the absol gl poaitive
necessity of providing an outlet for the maters coll®Etify in the

adeg Drainage District and ccllecting in the basin thereof, teo

;:-L::n natarg of tio alf of Yaxieco. . o
IHEREFORE, we would mozt respectfully petition that in the

matter of any legi=ltatlion to be enncied st ithe session of the L gis-
lature of 1923, that you take eognizance of the abeve frcts nnd

that you provide in any legislrtion or preparation and passa e of any

bill -Erf-fft.j.!n._ the drainag e of the fverglades Drainage Iistriot that r
you would regognize the above facts cnd provide in such legislation

autherity-Ter the issulns of ot least four (4) ;illinn d llare worth
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g Evorglales Drainage District bonds to be seld and the funds
derived therefrom to be expended In providing x Gull Coapt outlets
for the ters falling and ocolleoting on the lands in the lower
portion of the Everglades Drainage District,; to convey same to the
waters of the Gulfl of HexliobD.

e roalize you will not have the time batwoem the date of
this PFetitlon=letter and the meeting of the Legisl ture, 1.; ave the
chief Englinesr of the Evergladeées Drainage District o over the

round and preépare the proper Flan and Spéolfication and estimaten

)

'y

for the work but you can provide for and autborize the isoue of
the progeeds from the sale of which should be used definitely and
gpacilfically for the purposes above named,

1 authorizing thioc btond issue we would most respecifully
gk that in the fagce of the faci that our lands, for nearly fifteen
years nave bean bearing dralinage taxes without any benefit, that
no einking fuml for the retiring of Lhese bonis Lo oreated Ly an
additional itax on our lands until the progeeds [foom the sale of the
bonds have boon expondad on the drainage of our lands produced to
the end that the earning capacity of these lands will be eoat ghed
nd Lhgy then 'liil ba able 10 beAr an lhnereased tox burdans

Flease be adviscd that this canal, or the canals, will be
of vast bonefit to the lands of the Southern Drainesge District;
eapooially the western part, thus permitting those lands to

ogoupied and cultivated by thelir owners; the further fact

roelieving the flood waters of the Evergladssa, iha £-¢nn:.:.,r;*_'!1a Sugar

Company, “ho have invesisd saveral millions niull:fﬂ,_w ke immenssly
bonaefited, aa will all the area bordering on the Eagtern odoe of the
Fvarglades, and the further fact that the Tamiami Trail will be
comploted within a year and that the Uwmers of land bordering thereon
are all anxious to ocoupy and cultivate their land and also the further
fagt that large oapatilists have invested in the eastern and r:q_-ut- arn
p-::l:u"l'. of Leoa County -— all of whom are more than anxious to see this
important work deme, so that they can occcupy their lands.

F The sltuation is entirely different from whet it was &
number of years ago, when thore was really no demand for beginning

aparations in this area, axmmmE of the Everglados, hence I would




-t
wepetest that this work immediately start and be
cuted.
e would also most respectfully call yvour attention to

the faet that the Trustees of the Internal Improvenent Fund own
more aores of land = in feet the wvast B Jority of the lands remaining
unsold in the Everpglades are held in trust by the Internal Improvement

ior the benefit of drainmge and the values will be materially
inereaged by the operation of the construction of this
ganal or eanals, and we would further reapacifully ask 1) A pri
be fixed by the Trustees of the Internal Inprovement Fund on the lands
8till unsold in the southern porticn of the Everglades to protoct
cursalves, wio have for years held our lands, and the original ocoat
of same, plus the general and drainase toxes now exceed he amount
at this lands are now being offored and sold for by the 4rusteocs of
the Inte nal Improvement Fund, and in the fage of the I'not that 1if
provision is made, ne requested by us in the petition, the vrlutation
of the lands not only ownddby ourselves, but alpo renaining unsold
in the ands of the Trustees of the Internal improvement Fund, pro-
coods from same ito be used for reelsmantion and drainaze will be
enhancedor 1nnri':1.nu1:1 in value 8¢ much that in our opinion, the
enhanced or increased WMlue will far oxceed the eost of the construstion
01 ihe cganals which we now pray you to authorize bonds for the construc-
tlon thereof.

We would respectfully represent that thae

the petition and requeat, ore the bonadife ownBrs of 1'4:1:;:.151113 all

ands whiech are not held by the lrustees of ilm inbgianl Improve—
men. Fand, in the southern part of the Everglades Drainace | latrick,
and that we are willing to waive any conplaints or g rievances that

L]

wWe may now ha¢ or may have had paat by reason of no dr:

work beingz done, accom lished or provided for to the benefit of onr

~Bnds, provided, that you will comply with the request contained horein
eollectively, respectfully petition

belleve that the Trustees of the Intermal improvement Fund and fommis-

sioners of Evergladaes Drainage Distriet will recommend thot our requost

be complied with and that they will instruct their attorney to prepare
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the necessnry measures Lo submit to the Legislature and that

you, the membersa of tw House and Senate of the State of Flor

-

+d 06 Lhat justice is done %o us and that the bond issue

will be authorized and the funds derived thorefrom

ag requested herein.

UEners

approxinmately

approximately




