Dade County Commissioners Now in Lee County
in Bonsultation with the County Commie-
‘gioners of that County, looking to-

wards the definitie and early com-—
plation of the Tamiami Trail.

Fort Myers and Lee County have as guests is week, County Commis-
sioners Carey, Red and Dougles,of Dade Gounty and the County Engi-
ear, Hobart Crabtree, who is algo enginesr in charge of Dade Coun-
ty's portion of the construction of the Tamiami Trail, and the Hon.
Leits MoDouzal of Sapulpa, Oklahomea, who is one of the prinecipal
stogkholders of the Chevelier Corporation.
The mission of these gentlemen to Fort Myers and Lee Ccounty is

o s6e Just exacily whai Lee County has done, is doing and will do
on its portion of the Tamiami Trail, and a Joint effort on the part
of the iwm Boards of Lee and Dade Counties to agree with the Cheve-
lier Corporation on the methed, manner, ways and means and naking
definite arrangements in the matter of the consiruetion of the ap-
proximate iweniy miles of the Tamiami Trail whieh the Cheveliar
Corporation have agreed to do. It is the intention of the Board
of County Commissioners of DadeCounty to make a personal inspection
of Lee County's portion of the work, estimate the time necessary
to complete the project and examine the class and character of work
already done, to the end that as the ultimate aim of all parties
concerned is Lo expedite the work as rapidly as possible, to make
an estimate of the time required for the completion of the project,
ond this method of the three parties concerned getiing together
Hill.no. doubt push the project forward many months.

rigy To reviewthe projecti from its inception, In the fall'eof 1915,
JoF. Jaudon, who was thon Tax Assessor of Dade County, proposed

the pracileabllity of eonstructing this eross-state highway and the
ncfﬂpapardwriters in both of the lMirai papers, especially Wm. Stewart
Hill of ihe Herald and Lon 8. Warner of the Metropolis, gave a
great deal of publicity t¢ the proposition, which resulted in the

Dade County Commigsioners having Assessor Jaudon and Bngineer Hobart

:ir' PWith & corps of engineers make & personal inspection of

of the Evergladea, which of a necessity, this highy

prose , and upon their report and the understandin@
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that Lea™ounty would construct a road to meet Dade County's por-
tion of the Trail at or about tha south-east dorner of lLee County.
Special Road nnd Pridgex®xx District Ho. 2 was created in Dade
County and bonds in the sum of £875,000,00 issuad; $85,000.00 of
which amount has been used in constructing the road to the Fenn-
sylvenia Sugar Company and the bal:nce of {260,000,00, or the major
portion thereof has been used in constructing Dade Counly's portien
of the Trail.

Due 0 war Cunditinns and the high price of material
and laber, the J.B. MeCrary Company, who were the contractors; were
sevarely handicapped and the work was materianlly delayed and rather
than have any let-up in the work esnd sueing on the MeCrary bond,
the proposiidon was submitited to the voters of Dade County last Fall
1o supplement the Bum#g available by issuing 250,000 worth of addi-
tional bonda, which was favorably s¢ted wpon by the voters of Lhe
County, to the end that Dade County c¢ould, under a aystem of aud-
iting, with ample finances, complete Dnde Couniy's part of the pro-
jeat and when the Treil is complete make an ad justmentswith -the
gontragtor or his bondamen;and ainee the first of the year Dade
County's part of the work hns been under the direction of Cupi.
Freeman of the J.B. MeCrary Company, who wae sufcesful in building
the Cape Sable highway, and the work has progressed under his diree¢-
iion in & most satisfactory manner. It was necessary for the Molra-
ry Company to re-build the hull of the dredge originally used and
the eguipment they now have on the job 1s firsti clasg in every par-
ticular, and the work has progressed meross ithe Everplades proper--
in other words, in the matter of constructing the last eight or ten
miles by Dade County it wAB hecessary 1o remove irom [ive Lo seveln
feet of muck, replaeing such removel with rock snd building the road
bed about two fect abowe any lannluan highwater;conditions that might
exist even though the Everpgledes be not dralned, but Hr. Fresnan
reports, and the profile of the rord showe thet the balance of the
pDade County work will be mmxfymmesmiX much easier; that the land
is econsiderably rore elevated and the over-burden is muck and marl
mixed ang Ih;: only an avarage depth of about elghleen inches and

sn of ﬂuhﬂtltutJ_ﬂ:‘ll:.l?lﬂﬂtinﬂ equipmant for a walking or

being gonsidered at this time, to the end thatl three
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miled or more of road bed ean be gompleted monthly instead of the

approximate one mile per month which is the instance now., In any

event there seems to be no que=tion but that Dade County within

teh months ean and will complete its portion of the highway.,

Simultaneously with the creation of the Tamiami Trail
in Dade County, Lee County created Special Road and Bridge Dis-
triet Fe. 1 to eonstruet the hard surfaced rosd from Fort yers
to Hareo and bonded in the sum of $177.500.00 for this project.
Ihieg portilion of Lee Tuunty‘h road has been constiruected end with
uhe exception of ten miles of roamd between Fort Hyers and Estero
is a fairly good hard surfaced road. ihere wes also created in
Lee County, Spe€ial Road and Bridge District No. 3 to construct
54 miles of road from a junction with the Fort Iyers=lareo road
at Henderson Creek m distance of 54 miles io or ahout the south-
east corner of Lee County, but the same condition as existed in
Dade County of increased labor and material was jresent with them,
and as their bond issue for this project was only for the sum of
+125.000.00; which svm hag“heen round 4o e wially inadecuate
Lo consiruct the 54 milea of road constiructed, and sas Lee County
is not favorable to supplementing thie bond issue, Countiy Conmis-
sioners of Lee County have agreed and are jrosecuting the plan of
consiructing the hard surfeced rosd and building the necessary
bridges from Henderson Creek as for esstward towards Dade County
ag thelr funds will permit——which is estimated to be at a pqinﬁ
& litile south of Turner River-—about 22 miles from the Dade Coun—
ty line. Lee County has had a Honahan drag line dredge at work
on their project and have their road bed complete to or about
Everplades, and have a digtance ﬂf'unly about iwelve miles or more
to complets to connect with the proposed connagting link to be

. HR - un
construeted by the Chevelier Corporation. They have expended on
their road for this disirioct between $60,000 and 60,000, which
is no doubt sufiiecient to put in the bridzes and hard gurface the
road to the point named, but not suffiecient to produtie a hard
surfaged road to the south-eazst ecorner of Lee county .
The Chevelier Corporstion, who own the north thirteen
monroe County, has agreed to ta e up the work of con=

pi8 22 mileg gap between Lee and Dade County's portion
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of*the Trail, which is already provided for, ms per above, at
thelr own expanas, Thay oblipate to gonetruet their part of the
work as soon ms they gan succeafully' put machinery, men and mate-
rial on the job and to expedite the work as repldly as possible,

Consequently, 1f the eonference which is now on between the

Commigaioners of Dade nn&l,ae County and the Chevelier Corporation
im A .
are carried out, as pe r abave,; the setual completion of the Tamiami

Trail is assured within a reasonable lengtih of time. The Tamiaml
Trail from Miami to Fort Myers has bheen declared & state aid road,
which does not spell anything st this stage of the game, beghuse ithe
State Highway Departmeni has not suffleient funde avallable with
whieh they could ald this road—in fact a state aid road means
that the State Ald Department will aild in the up—keéeep and malnten-
ance of roads already conatructed but not in dnitlating or con—
structing a highway. Were the iamiaml Irai]l designated as a Utale
Highway and 1f funds were available in the treasury of the State
Higzhway Board, thers ie hardly any queation but thet Hon. I.E.
Sehilling, who ig a member of the Ginte Highway Board, could in-
duce his assogilates to give a large appropriation to the pralject,
but ag such is not the instance they cannoil aid this roed until a
roadbed is at least consirueted and until funds ars in hand.

The Chevelier Corporation's holdings are within lonroe
Gounty and the Fon. Hilton W. Curry, Road Commissioner of Monroe
County is now in the eity econferring with J.F. Jaudon, Fresident,
afl the Direciors of the Chevelier Corporat on, to the end that
lonroe County can ald the project to the extent of delivering 1o
bl AR Al i g L Lntandllar teoe ailesc ghovel,

with the understanding that the Chevelisr Corporagion will:aperais

its equipment mnd deliver keek to Honroe Countiy upon the completion
of the Trail, and this ;}rﬁn;a:ena will no doubt be satisfaetorily
made, conditioned on a thorough understanding beiween the Commig-
gionera of Dade and L;ﬂ Counties. Monroe ' Couniy takes ihe [o-
sition that it can well afford 10 do this very thing as a portion
of the Tamiami Trail lays within the boundary of Honroe County and
they hiiwe just recently sold a bond issue in the aum of $400,000

'y e Punds aremyallable, and it looks now, for the first time

gompletion-of the Tamiaml Trail is in sight, with




funds-available and plans, ways and nmeansg provided to meet the
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