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L

Mrs Tranees Reed,Pistriet Supervisor,

My. OGrover Thels, Federal Writers Project.
01 YN.E.%cond Ave
Miamd Tlerids.

Peay Triendst=-
Your ouestliondalre arnd lettors recalved and T haster te
sed you the enelosed.

Relative to Ochopee wlll say we ave so0 "dew” that there
is ot mash te write,

Have writteri a brlef history of Tee and Cellier
Counity affairs and feets of early settlemeny 11 hopes that 1% would

Eive You some data afd Asmes whileh might be valuabkle te in vYeur
som=pllation of the histery of this geetion.

I shall thy and ezll on ¥ou when I am fext in Mlaml.

With hirhest regards for you and sssuring you both that
I will se only ton glad to furnlsh you with sueh informatien ag may
be possible; ealling you attention %o the faet that moat of mv early se—

tivities were with Mieml arid Pade County frem 1888 %o 1917 ( hawving
besn both eity Assespor of MWiami 1208-02 State and County Assessor
180981917 ; of eouse my great effort then was for the develowment of
Joads throughout ¥ade Jounty and bullding up our then "baek eountry®
whish 1a riow a part eof Matramolitan Miaml.

Very tTuly youra,

o« FoJaedon.




OONOPEE
COLLIER QOUNTY FLORIBA.

BY
J.FiJauded.

Osllier County Flerida was ereated by the Leglslature of Tlerlda freom a part
of Les County in 1923 and embraces the Gulf Coast frentage from Realte gprings
Naples,Mareo,Jexanbas Beach,Everglades and Ohekeleskes-——=the"Big Oypress”
eountzy (about twe billlen fest of eywress) and the sattls eountry around
Tmmokslee [ Immekalles mearis in Seminele Indlad "Ny NemeRfix.

Lee Oeurty the warert 1s one of Flovida's eoldest eoudties and onee smeraoed
a large area of the Weet Ceast of Flerida,fer riearly s ecefitury ite dnterlor

;Il "the oattle range® due to the vast pasturage (free). for se enlled Talige
esding.

I8 the early 18808 mest of the lands in the esunty were aecuired »y elther
se=galled Mallrvoad grafnts or by the foverrder Blexam gale to Namilton Bleteds
{(whe pyurchased 4.000.000 seres of lerid at twerity five Sefita wer acTe o7

ofis million dellara—--vhigh by the way put the State of Flerida out of deb%=—

(anid 4t hae remalred "out of debi"toe this dny.). Tarly ssttlers of les Oounty

were-

Walter 0.Ladgford--Abletiesr of Tort Mpers ,a barker,n vari owrey of some of

Lee Oouritis's ladd,eattle,grove arid other heldings.

Earvie Neltman and famlly,aleo one of Les tountv"s early merchants,proparty
owners and plofdeers. T.I.TLvans-=--Oapt.Menge and others are plenders.

Caletiel—— —— MNenry, an early plodecr anid a friend of the Semineles,his plad-
tatien was o1 the Onloosahatchee Miver. The Thompsons 2re decendanta.

Gaptein Bill Tewles-—Early in the aattles buslrness and a mighty man, his
astivities extended down to his death a few years age. Jake Summe 1.

The Kereshad Ooslaney=-==At Tgterov--Naaded Wy Rector Teed and voung A.K.Addrews
this soloney moved from Ohleage ané wpolnte west and have maintained
this interesting Cslerny of peonle f alse the "Ameriean Taglh a weekly
neswaaser) ever sifdoe and are valuable elticens.

Getieral ¥.%.Naldermer { of the Louleville Courler Journal )uxas eone of the
fiyat ones vhe saw the beautles of "Naples Beaoh" and its (at that
time comwlete Lsbdatiod frem thet werld) he was very much in faver
of keeping Naples leelated.

Johdi §.Jeriem of Oolumbus Ohlo (ef Sunday Creek fepl Ou,fame) purchased the
sast of Naplee 2nd with his 1ife leng friend 7. parlies Farfleld oxted-
dad the Ssskoard ALr Line Mailroad te Naples.

Gaptald W.B70ollier of Mareo-—-0ne of Nod's preatest med establlished VYagree
the elam industry,ete, he eame to Mareo 2lmost a eentury age from
gedar Keye nrd Key West,he had 2 fine hotel and "Parldize” at
Mareo.he was & rezl »icneer.

Ugs.Toriy Barfleld of Caxambag———s woTkeT,a woriderful wemarn, then and new,a
womall who eariied arnd pressrved frulte ané veratnble,Tun a hotel,asd
id every wa¥ alded,furthered,nsid develoned Oaxorbas afd its woerder-
fuf future; she is fow SOEWEORT BAARBumkisaroel gellier Touwity( Ohalr-
mad) ,she and her family have beeri and are the meinstaye of Collier
Oounty 1ts iddustries and develemmenta.

Captaln George W.Sterter——of Everglades It was he with his father whe
gtarted a small store add indlan trafing pest at Ivergledes ovel
£1fty years age and was " a friendd of the Trdians" a plofiser in
every sense of the word; his sugar oane fieldn,hie figherman's Pard-
dlgsg==hig hospitality—-hls ®ig heart-—-his leve of nature ia oris of
the outstaidiig "opochs and hlstory eof Cslller Jounty.

2.8. (Ted)®mallwood of Ohokeleskes-——=B1g Ted blg 14 bedy,mind and effert,

his father add he established = small store arid trading woest at
cokoloakes (Indlan for food), over fifty Fears age; 1% is stlll a




OGNOPEE-——-QOLLIER QOUNTY FLORIDA Page 2.
L

'pqlut sf interest” loeated in the Ten Thouwsand Islard® ecuntr¥,a fich eamp
2 "havefi"for the Tarpon Filshermed® and boatmen;

y
Ssattered througheut Oellier Oourty are suek-sioneers me Tom Weeke of Naples,
Tathey Browr of Immekalee, (he waas the father eof the Seminele'eduentlen and
development). E.7.Craytod of Naples riew living at Naples,he was with General
NEalderTmer anéd Jehr §.Jories in thelr development of that interesting Olt¥.

Judge £.0.7ilkinsed of Havles a"real man" qulet,retireing, wewerful in his
iafivence and eforts for beth Les and Osllier Counties; the real "daddy of
4he Tamiami Trall® as far as Lee ard Colller Oouritles are eonserned; 1t was
/he thet walked.waded,ard laid outf “he Trall in Lece and Collier OJourtles,he

‘sireulated the petetions te ereate the Speclal Read Figtriets whieh later
led %o the ultimate eorietruetion of the Trail.he new lives 2t Naples id a
quiet home,devotee his time to fire fruite end flowerse. 1% was he in 1915
who saw that the "futuré® of Naples,FSTEt Yyers ane the Test Coast demended
., lazgely on Misml aond with J.F.Jewdon whe was theri Tax Acseceor of Tade Oounty

Y Wyigioned” the Tamlaml Trall;lt wa whe Lﬂri*g; auded to come over te

7 "Naples.Mareo and Fort Myers and” 1ay plans d- rrent eross state
b ghway-—=from Miaml te Fort Myers (aeross the Tverglodes) via Naples anid
Af pessidle Yarge (They ealled 1t "Wlaml ¥Mareo ¥Fighway” He and Jaudon

/T pealized that thev had vearas of work ahead eof them bu- they both werked,
gperit money,time and kept gonstantly on the Job antil in 1922 (eight yeara
1ater) they had induged thelr enugtiuu{ﬁﬂin arid Lee) B¥ avecinl Road Blatriet
fuids te bulld from eagh end a fally passable road ; they wermited(by no

affart on thelr wmart to partigipate in same )what wae krnown then and now as
a "Psmiami Trell Blazers” enlvacads headed by Ora W.0Ohapin and althe he and
Jawdon hed made the trip seroses the Trall via eance,om foot,and partly by sar

L many times they felt that thelr work was almoet dorie as they had proven that
=—aA"pass

e voad esuld e wuilt from Wiami to Fexrt Ufere " the elght Yenus
werk ir gettlng that far was mizasklesmsr wonderful fer thay had been told
pany times that"it ead det be done™. but 1% was done.

QOLLIER COURTT As has been sald Colller Courity was erented By the Leg-
islature of Florida in 1823 —althe in that year the Leglelature hed sald
"fie more Courties® s» i as mich as Barron 0.0cllier had wurchased a large
asreage in Southern Lee Oounty ,the Trail was lasomplcie for rragtieal use
so an epposition was oreated,the bill ereating the eounty wae firet possed
ofl ¥ the Oommlittee on Tounty Organlmatlon ns tgrifarorsble® but the bill
was Te-gonmitted to Oomittee and was wassed o "wlthout reeomendation” bt
after a"bpltter fight" the billed wap paseed and Celller County became one
of Tlerida's Onurities.

Jehni W.Martin was the next Ooveror ard with a vast sum of money to a newly
sreated State Moad Pepartment ho with Fore ¥athway thed Chalrmar of the
State Moad Bewartment in 1955 had the Taslaml Trall designated as a Ftate
Wighway ( a preferedtiazl road); the Stats Moad Jevariment ewent gseveral mil=

lien dellars on aame =nd ir 1927 opeded the read e trafie.

Barzenl 0.0ellier had purchased from Ouptein Oeo.W.2orter at Everglades and
frem Mra.Tommie Barfleld at thed OJaxcmbes (ew Qellier City) thelr holdings
and hes sinee developed thess points to real peints of interest ln Florida.

Temate growera,saw mill operators atid getleral develomment has reaulied afd
fdew Qellier Oounty is = »respercus seatlod. Keples and Iverglades as 1s

Immekalee quite some $owne; the Oollier interests arve represented by
Mr.D.0rahan Oopeland of Everglades;I yrediet great industridl and agrieul-
+ural developments here in the jyears to eome.




