THE MIAMI REALTOR

The Tamiami Trail

Real Beginning of Reclamation Work in Everglades
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gecond largest fresh water ke in Amer-
lend, which have lowered the water level
Im the prajries west of Miami aboat five
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The highway in varlous stages of cof-
sl rucllon, after lenving Misml,
the firsl seliloment o Fioecresl, 46 miles
fue town at Ever-
plades, o distafce of T6 miles. Begin-
ning @t Miami (ke Trall rens for S
miles through mack lands imtermingled
with "fimgers’ of maf]l praficls which s
claimed to be lamil 1m the
country. From lime of
the Trall runs In a morlthweslerly difac-
tion 1o Fort Myers, o total distance of
145 milesa feom  Mionmsl From
rans 144 miles 0o Tampa. The first poinl
nt which | toachea the (Gulf of Mexloo
s at Naples, whilte-
sunded rival
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Most people think of the Everglades aa
n vast swamp overgrown with thlekly
mattod frecs and vines., under which
Seminole Indians paddle aboul in canoes
ani alligators and other repliles splash
ahaut hy the thossands. They are das
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for & #udden sarprlEs when they iake =
trip omt the Tamiami Trall from Skami.

The sirategle valug of the Tamiami
Trall can feadily be asen when it is
known that no hWghways cross the
‘laides from the cast ta the wesl const
gpath of Lake Okeechobnss, lsaving a 120
miles wedgn separating the two sectlons of
il conntry. For this reascn the west
comst below Fort Myers and the extrems
apnthern portion of
Itle doveloped.  Traflie
of thi siate to the other goea masy miles
aui of the way (o the Lk
kepchohes. Anodther highway k8 heing

lheé pepinguls ara
from ope =21do

north of

PFAET OF THAIL IN COLLIEK COUNTY

bullt around the southern lp of the lnke
but will mof kave the sirategles value of
the Taminml Trail

Hallroads are alfeadly heading inte the
seciion and olhers are awaliing the op
portunity. Likewise telephone eompanies
telegraph companies, developers, hallil
grs and farmers are watchful-walilag,

At present Miaml has only ome oatlet
by lamd to fhe marlh, of conrde nof tak-
ing Into consideration the enifrance from
the south where traffic is almosal
ble, compared with the other direction.
Another entramce from the west By wiy
of the Tamiami Trail will mean much
maore than most peaple have bolbevedld.
Houllmg of merchandise from the west
const elther by truck or by rallroad will
ennble Minmil shipplng to miss the botb
tle-neck at  Jaoksonville, hins
proven & serious hindranee at times dors
ing the lnsi Fear.
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Flogrida: [n the muck asctioas, The rock
I= someilmes Tiled In as much as f0Essn
fasisl dosp

A few words aboat the origination of
the name, "“Tamiami Trail,” is Intercst-
fng. AR firsl Ehe highway when proposed
wne designated “Mami to Mareo High-
way" or “Ocean to Gulf Boulevard,” In
15915, Yance W. Helm, Minml realior. amd
L. P. DMckey, secretary of the Tampn
Board of Trade, colned the word “Ta
minmi™="Tnmpa to Mioml, and presenied
it to Ihade Coumnty oommissionere,
through Eugeme ©. Siahl, who
guenily adopied the now oame.
the Thmiami T'rail.

The first process im
the highwany |= the removing of the muck
ipartinlly decaved vegsiables magiae
which hnz sccumuplated in the wiler for
many ceniurles) which runs ss mach as
#1x fewt deep on the line of the T
iwenly feel deep nlong Lake Okeechobss,
with rock
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Like all really greal projects, this one

wiE long & foad dream in the mimds of
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oul, bal were confronted by the skep-
tleiam afl the greal maforils

The sponsor of the Tamiami Tradl is
Jaudon, Miami realtor and
farmser ooqanty afficial, who has procti
Im the Everglondes and hns
had his heart smd sonl in s reclamn-
tion for the Ina2t twenty-8ve vears, Mo
oilvir man kn Florlda or &lseawhers un-
legs it he the Seminole Indinns whe in-
bkl the wWasle
Everglmiles than Captaln Jaudon

Captain J. F.

cally “lived”

knows nyore about the

Im 1810, Captoln Jawdosn made & irip tio
the west copst tie discnss the practlcs-
Ly of & fraim
Miamf o Faort Myere wilth Framcias W
Porry, présblent of the Board of Trade
al Fort Myera. and E. W. Crayton and
Judge E. G. Wilkingon, of Naples. These
men with others promised Caplain Jaa-
don that thelr codnty—Lee, which then
comprises] all the terrilory west of Dade
would built its share of the
nlphway 1f Dade Counidy siaried 1§ and
carrlesd 11 fo the Laes Coonty lime.

Captnie Jamdon nglixied the prolect In
Minml through the deily newspapors
during the lotier porl of 1916, which re-

aulegd n & committes of thres heipg ap-

ernas-alale highway

Counly

malnied by the commissboperas of Dade
Coasty 1o investigate the peactieabiliny
af #uch & highway Opponents of Lhe
profect sxbd that B coald mod be done be-
caker laker amd rivers with Jdeplhe as
much @8 [fteen feel would Be  &60e-
il eres.

The committee was composed of Cap-
taln Jaudon. L. T. Highleyman and K. E.
MeTDonald, then o member of the siaie

legizlatare. Thizs oommiiies reparted

approved for the work.

this lnmdl wnE wkiler waler
of H, W,

woveral boawlkiful sEklivisions are now
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that the project was practical and Ho-

bart Crablree. codnly enginesr, wWas

aaked o make a swrvey and sounding of

This =urvey was maide in Semimole
Indian paddled by Indians,
headed by Jack Tigertafl, Frank Crpress
E Grover Doctor, who proved invalu-
ab'e as guldés In all the prelimimary
Capinin Jawdon mlee went with
the party aod helped carry the surveys
or's chnins. Food and waier wore cap-
ried nlong in tho chmoses
nbout two weeks. The deepest
i muck
which fect proved that the 1dea of Fiild-

Ing the cross-stnle highway was entirely
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Tha trip [0k
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practlcml.

In 1218 when the propossd roule wos
Captiin Agiin  went
wilh the surveying parly

e, Jaikilan
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O the Basiz of the report of Haobare

Uralree, Captain Jamdon was asked 1o
olreulate o petition o get o bond |ssue

Im the early part
1906 me ithe resull of khis &foris, n

AE

lsomd issac of 275,000 was approved by
the vilers of Dade County. A quarier

a millisn of this was for the oofn-

structing of the Taminmi Trall ond the
remninder for bullding n
Himleah

highway to

Contract for the building of the Trakl

wis lef soon after to the J. B, MoCrary
Cir, which In turn sohlet §t to the J
. Morgnn Lo

T Ehoes wha soe dey land foF saeveril

miles out nlong the Treail today, I does
ned maenn mach If they doe nod know

that befores the highway was oo eed,

Al the emd
Eighth Btresl, Minmil, where

located, o dipper drsdge started to work
in a vast lake. The water line has sinoe
dropped Byve [oed

The Arsl plece of work Inclwded the
catiinmg of o drainngs cmnal and bodld
Ing n thriiyv miles
from Mimend.

In 181% it was [ound thal Eore EiOEEY

wns needed than i firsl anticipaied, apd

passable rond owak

ke ol (ssae of $75.000 was vl
Fifty tleomaand dollars of (his was [or
carFving the Trall woark o the Monroe
Coanty line and the remalinder was o be
weed for building the Miami Cannl High
way up the Mlami River to the Pennsyl
vanian Sugnr Co. plantntion and mills

I 150EE mmothor bond =sue of §125.000
whnz npproved by fhe voilers of Jhade
Coaniy mnnd tarped over (o il AbRlo
highwny department for completing asd
Improving the county's portop of (he
Trakl

The state hag at present el & coniract
for hard-sarfacing & 12-mile #irip from
Miami woesl, afid I8 expected to let an-
ather canirast in the near futare. This
wirk will include the widening of the
pirfaced highway o thirty fecl.

Caplain Jauwdon save he I= In favor of
using the money now avallable for im-

{(ompinged on Ponge 5)

i STREY 1% PICTIHES

(ki Bl epposite page = o sfory in ple.
tires of The bullding of (b Tamiomb
Trail, Nao, 1, the eriginnl Everzlades;
W 2 workmen lering preparalory Lo
Elasiingi No, X, lakime the muck ownl of
The firs] canals Yoo & Che first canal com-
pletedy Noo S seonping ap (e roek from
the bodtom of ome camnl and plling i Is
a pErallel canpli; Noo 6, levellng down
ihie Fork for the roadbbed; Noo T the
rafuilbed s amd Moo &, whdening part  of
the frsi road bulli,
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CANAL 38 MILES 00T

=, which was spent in completing e
connecting  canal Trom the Tamksme
Trall Casal o the Miami Hiver amnd
canal slxty thonsand dellars yearly Is
now being rodsed theough taxation of the
lamd afected and I8 belng usedd for the
constraction of more oanila apd the
hallding af dvkas

The Bnapper Creek Cannl has been
onmpleted, & portlon of a canal running
lowarnd Coral Gables has beon dug amod

wWork |8 pow progressing on one which
will éntér Elscavne Hay st Black FPalnd
The dykes aroEmd the area hove proetl-
cally sll boen completesd

liyker prevesl the waler from the
fher parts of the Everglades from over
flowing the drained [iint n&E  afnd the
capals carry off the swrplas  waler
causrl By rains The spodl banks (hrown
up when the material s dredged from
the canals is naed foF rosd bullding, asd
arwally the bank itaclf ia ameothed down
and sirfaced moking ihe fAnest ivpoe of

RlEkway

Tao seeies of virgls EverElidesg gulte diferent from nhsi mosi people iklnk of ike “i2lades, (Cantinued an Pape 16}

ilenilnaed from Page &)

project goes thi Soathern Denlaage THs-
lried. which & considersd omeé of the
grealesl steps yel tikem toward reclamn
tan of the "Glades Thiz disirict was

ereutod In 1917 ctheough the «Norde of

[ ] "
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meres of Iand wesi of Mis X 1 X- ] ﬂ

Lhree miles morth of the Trall. 5w
qomith and tweniy-four milles wos
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