Florlda"s greateat assst ls her wot lands. Oat of tho atate"s total area
of E 100,000 asran '“.h'_'y“ih..'-.r. 20,000,000 sores aroe olasalfiod as "owamp and Over-
flowed”, and wore — ¥ tha ot of Comgreos &2 Deptembor 28, 1880, whlsh opa-
lfionlly provide that the prooseds of sald lomds, whether from sals or by direct
anmroprintion in kind (grantinge londe for dwmeinags | ahall be a ot BT T I:|.'.h.'.|;:1'.'|_!.-_','q:|:|__'_r’
as for as neagoesary, to the mrosss of meoalaiming eoid londs. This wns Tlorlda's
rich horitage from the parent povernment. O0Ff the alphty '_lli.-:-a-: aoros of "avery
and overflowod” lands sast of tho Fogicy Jountaina, 25 are ..L"-:'_“. tho bordoras of
our ntate. Wo have more than twlo #’%ﬁ:n:;- of each lands a8 oor noarest riwvm
l-oaln Lnng., yAth 1. Fraat ator .:::'.a of latont wealth wo shonld ba tho londors
in all matters pertaining to roeclaomatlon.

the Tnltoed t:t:rﬁ,[(.:l.{.ixiu o
ol q‘n,'ll"‘l'_l'. od londs by tho Undted
the grant by tho state, ‘ﬁ-.-.t.,.:.,.l a
::-.1‘.' vk romived the Sts
urpose of realaiming thom. Tha cone tiL'.l‘l'.';'.-""
pays thot the constitution and the statutes of the United
law of tho land."™ & that 1t was not omly the contmraot, bat
the land” whiloh remlired the appropriation by the state of the gran e to
the mrpose of realalming thom. Bot vhat noes has been mada of our rich legacy
Like prodigals, our pabllc ssyvaontes, to whom this ssored hDoritag 1 antrustiod
have frittered oway the groat Wulk of it, untll only o mere woitipgo - romaine,
than 16,000,000 ssres have beon llloglly pranted to railroads andor 4 t
of "internal improvemanta™, without reference to drainage; another
Imve boon glven to canal companles == moatly for the construotion
:.;m: canals in tld '..-.;:: « With little, or nt drinye banofit.
e g00,000 agoros remaliF Tor drainape myeses, of whiloh spproximtely
has bean utilised for that mrposo.

rhore is bardly any portliom of tho stats 1ioh does not i lre more
deas dyainage. This ia so obvlous s to reouire no argpamant. at " Lissnog
droinoge opomations == thare's the mb. To undertais to do it by tammtion nlon
io moot difficult., T problem becomes Inoroasingly ALiffimalt with the simo
district lnvolwad. /jguln 4 we peroelve tho wlisdom of our forefothers ln provi
anple —aana for unlocicing thoss vast storohouses of wealth by prunting as tha 1L
hat we might bond 1t, or bargalin It, or saell 1t, and uwesoe the proocoods theroof
-.:Lu‘Fl.;..r the drainopge coat. It 0w behooves us 10 olalm our birthright whish oar
unfalthial sorvants attorpted to glve away for & mess of pottage, while w0 wore
in our swnddling clothea. It ls our daty to derand this blrthrlght, to rootore

to the pablic dd-min, to ase for its rightfnl mrpose.

Fameroas afforts nve boon made in varloor soctloms of tho etate to ocroate

. ey m F
bond losmos. With very few expoptions — and most ol

I'J.':"'J..'I_I"..."'ﬁ distrlots ond flont

. . R T immoaalble to sell tha bondn
ther of & wholly private character =- it has boon mext to impossible L 1t —

o neod not look far for the roason, DOOSIB0 OVom the Pverglades project, under tho

ren e tar e il
sunervlslon of the state officials, has mot boen framght wlth brilllant sOo0600.

The state's rojeot = vis., the Ewrglades -- migt contlmoe to be the barosntor oI

all drsinage oporations in Florida. ¥ emnot escap@ the faot that finanolers will




YVory largely gouge all other dralnage districts by what the state accomplishes, or

falls to acoomplish In the rattor of making good its promises, of setting a high

&

e
standard In the bosinoss adsinistration of dralnags WOrky S engleering ekill, of =+

financial ability, & scundness of secufities. To succosd in draining the Everglades,
or suoh portion thereof as sgonomic conditions justliiyy and demand, will faolilitate
the finanmeling and dvaingge of every other projeot in Florida. Mt to putter along
indefinitely with no substantlal resulte, and with no assurance of eronent drmin-
age in elght, with no adecuats provision #or complete reoloamtion of mﬁ?ﬁrﬁ“ tho
Glades, with very littls gonception of the enginecoring reculirc pnts, with lntorsin-
able delays and exouses, and with a flnanolal wliey which, parsued to its loglonl
conclusion would amuse the projeet to collapee within a fery fow yoars — puch &
result would reast agninet every other dralmape cnterprise im the etato, give a
blogck eye to drmilnage bonds and retard Florlda's progress for o penoration, at loant.
iils disastor mast bo averted by wise plamning, coupled with promot and decisive
action. Whatever diffiomltiss have boon oncountered are directly trooceable to

the departure from the plain proviso shioh acoompanied the grant, and which conotl-
tutes a covenant rumning with the land, viz., that the lands and the rocoeds there-
of shall be used oxoluslvely, as for as noocasary, for drainngo. hom we violate

the low we mast poy the pemalty. Thore is omly ome way to -*-ut. f—t‘r E .nu. :E im

to tam about faoe and obey the plain eendate of the law. We mast go back to or-
iginal principles. The land maust be used for the purjose epooifisd; and that whioh
has been wrongfully diverted must be restored to its proper etatus; and the place

to begin la with the project alveady in hand, viz., the Everglades.

"0 mast redsom Florida's honor by plaoing the Everglados dralinase project on &
sound buslness basle.

pproximatoly 20,000 persons parchased lond In the Cvorglades on the strensth
of Florida's promise to roglalm the samn. The good falth of the state 1o at staks.

Florlda's name 18 a by-word and a repeossh in finanelal cireles as a rosult of the
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ungling policios mroued by the state administration in im. feoble attempt to financo
the roelamtion projoot, and the tardiness with whiah it %_&} offpot-
ive dminage. Tho state has boom deprived of at loast B0 000 to 1-'].'1.'_3 0 additlonal
cltizens In tho Evorglades alone, not to mentlon great demoge inflieted upon othor
sectioms of the stute. A most serlous blow has been dealt to colonization and do-
VYelopmont projects throughout all Florlda. Capltal hos beem frightoned off, and
actanl valued gavoe been greatly depreclated in mamy, if not all portions of tho
stata. it wan the initiation of Everglades reolamtion that brought Plorida into
tho lime-lignt, introduoing an ers of unprecedented prosperity. It was the unbus 1=
nesollie munagament of the projeet, and its attondant natlon-wide saandal, which,
more than any other one thing, slowed up Florida's progress. A now polloy and a
business regime must be lnsugnrated to re—cetabl lsh Florlda's good name and gredit,
nd give now lmpotus to Immigration and solid prowth.

Tio Everglade: represent the largest reclamatlion emterprise In the world. There
are some 4,000,000 scros within the boundaries of the dralnnge distrlct. The land
is of amusual prodnetivity, and conetitutos ome of the moot walusble aseota of tha

tite. With a fod :;3' five to aaoh 40 asoren, tha D rr*;-:al-(_lﬂ woald surport a pom=-

(> {ovasog me. Ay ba B F oo HLi Tepitel

latlom of 0004000, = almost equal to the present pomulation of the State. Valuod at
¢80 por sore ({100 por aoro has boem refusod in several instances), this land would
be worth 3200,000,000, whon drained. Thoe taxes alone from this area when plaoed
under sultiwatlion, will armount to a great deal more than the present value of tho
14400,000 acres of watery wildernc®®, title to wulch is atill held by the State,
and mot utiliszed in a proper ramner to flnance the reolamation work, but often ro-
forred to a8 the property which is "boing rrogorvod for all the people of the Statole
== prosumably forTeduacational purnooen. The peoplo of the Statse mist now determing
Wwthor they would rather have a porpetual frog pond of 1,400,000 sores in axtent,
bringing in not a penny of reverme, bet only adri"ﬁ-d.luﬂ to tho State's repatation, or
have this frog pond converted into real agricaltural land, settled and develonod by

Proaporous paoplo, and placed upon the assessmont rolls at o Pedesbdon saffioiently




high valaation to bring in a princely revems to the State.
0 cannot koop our cake and eat it too. 48 laudable as the effort may be, wo can-

nob -r{.-m.wu thase matary lands fnr edocation and ot the same time Mlflll tho condi=

fup 25 1P
tlono of the grant. Tho grgnt, h"ﬁt‘] the natlionnl govormmont saye nothinge about odnos-

tion, Thore wWaa & separnte act somveying olucational lands, vizs, Seotlom 16 ocut of
ouch surveyod towmship. The swmp and oveorilowed lands were gronted for reclaiming
sald luonds. 1% woald be Just as wrong to try and divert the swamp and overflowed
lands to the oducatiomnl faund as to divert them to mmilroads and osnal comtonlea. To
gannot be parties to & breach o contruot and be honest with ourselves. The lands
recelved for dralnage parpoces mast bo dodicated lrrevocably to drainage. The of fort
om the part of the State administmtion to accomplish drainage solely by tamation,
and to preserve the recalning swamm snd overflowed lands in the Evergladoa for adugs-
tlonul parposes, or any other par;oeo than dminage, 18 ecomomically unsound, and in
direot vielation of the contract with our federal goverm-ent. The presont polley
has boon parsued, no doabt, ;‘I:n* the parcose of trylog to opurt favor wlth those who
have not underetood the meleddenm, of trust conserning these land .,3_1':. with o gonoral
mowledge of the fuots, the people oan be deponded upon to do thet which 1s right,
ad juwpt, and honeet. They will no longer pemmit themselves to be made rarties to a
breagh of gomtmot with the United States govermmmnt. The people will insist upon the
roper fulfiliment of that contrmot, and the effooemont of the record of sharoe loft
by their aworthy servants. Omly a leok of familiarity with the foots has rovonted
the people of cur state from rising up ln arse t0 ocorrec LH'L'.iu oot grovions wrong: and
e be to the seeeest offloe secimr who agnin attomota to intrench, or porpotunte
hizself In power by an offer of contribution to the school fund of 'g_u_l]‘._- ds, which
mast be used for the ope mppose of drainage ajl reclmmtion "',-.1 0 would betmy the
state's homor for mere temporary restige. It requires only a slmple statomont of
truth to forever eliminate the mysterious halo plagsed about that school fund.
Sootlons 16 in overy towuship, when drained, will be worth a great deal more than

the entire presont valne of gl] the wet lunds still held by the state. Dralnagg,




however, as already polnted out, cammot be acoomplishod by tmeation alono, OO
timne sich & policy, would reeult in certain disastor, which would jeopardize not
£ alira Ao ot
only all the remaining lands held by the state, bat woald ar overy other drmainos
rojeat In the state. . i - :
Jitsemd oty erhtiphod n &5} ad__

Tha first atep to bo takemn in order to denomatrats our ::1_ .'u._L_L]'; ia 'L'::h T LELEh
the stute lands In the Dverplades squerely beohind the dralnmape rrojoot, with the
distinot understand Ing that these lands } aood an seoarity for the bonds, and
that they will bo sold ae they are drained, end the proceeds plaged in & sainking
fand to Hi't.‘..r'ﬂ the bonds.

The proper legal stops should be takpn,without delay. to recover the 1llepmlly
granted lands within the boundarics of the Sverglndea. It is a practical certainty
that at least a milliion aores con thus bo addod
with the 1,400,000 sores already on hand, and
noooadary, should mouie vory attructive securlity
nooobesary to reclalm the (ladon and maintain the dralpage woris. Insufflclont
security has been ome of the great stambling blocks to the sale of Everglodes honds.
Insufficlency of the bond iseuo iteelf has boon another stumbling block. Financlal
houses are not afmid of blg bond ilssupa, when buoied up by ample security. Dt thay
Will not handle bhalf-baked mropositions, having neither head =or tail.

i1l guit oloima ond asslpgnnents of railroad land grant olaims.rocoived by the
Btate board of education when improper aml unnecessary compromises were ef eated by

the Trastecs, should bo tranaferred to the I.l.Pand and forever oanoelled.

— — e S
1l monles improperly paid to the state board of education by the Trastecs ander
an anoonstitational PrOvialon, anould bé rMepald o th =¥ loard, and nesed for th
proper purpass of dralnoage.
R Al s
seamrate logal aommission of thres aavable men ahold ba appolntod to talx
direot chargs of the Evorglades dralvaps projoot, snd to devote tholr cntire time to

the reclamation worik. Theso men should be clothed with suffleiont power to employ

all nogossary englnesering talent, Inoluding o comsulting englneer of natlonal remto-
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tation, and to do all other things neodfal to muah thoe rroject forward to carly con-
plotion. It ls unmoasomable and unbusinesslils to imoglne, oven for o moment, that

0 projoct oould bo directly monaged at long distance by & board clraead
overbardensd with mltitudinons atute datles i trast of ome tamill, or oven one Ono-
mndredth the size wonld Justify tho undividod attentionm of soverml ompabls mon lo-
aoted r_!___-_*. on the rind How mooh mora is this troo of the world's groatost -
plams tion project, Wi 1 fuith af tho state bask of 1lt, and hor honor at
phalko .,

Fot less than 550,000,000 to £60,000,000 worth of bonds chould be suthorized for

the projeoct, to bo 8old only as neaded. Disariminating bond parohadaTs wont o know

n advange that the project is asply provided for — that the bonde smithorlsed and
—

othny mioans .I_!.'.".;l.i.l.'_'h.ll,.lr are smffisclent to complete the enterprlesa, without the necesslty
of ro-finanolne, with all lts attendant loss.

All present dralnage work should be contlmaed, Hach addltlonal wori should bo
inaggmrated, howevrers A policy of drailnags by zomoo, or unlts, should bo adoptod, and
the new work should be consentmated firet on the aroa which was retalled to thousands
of small parchasers, who are dependent onm Florida for & square deal. This area, for

Fldfrre

the greater part, ls losated along Z:-_.~£1-f p wihich, fortunately, from an énglneering
gnd ogonomle point of view, 1s the easlest to drain. ndh a plan of unit dralnam
would mmite 1t poséalble to drain on ares néarly as lammge as the dralnsd portion of
folland within the mext fevw years, sharefis tho redant sohams of trying to draln
8ll the Glades &t onoe would regulire;ut the present rwato of progress, sow fifty or
sixzty years to agoomplish — provided the land owmers waro able and willing to pay
taxos that long, and provided they lived long enough to sss 1t throuph. To cannot
afford to walt fifty or sixty yjere before settlinp the Everglades problem -— it
mat ba dons doring ths next administration at Tallahassso.

Thoe present atiff, wowleldy, and unsatisfaotory dralnage tax must be abollished
amd & sore flexlible taxing arrango-ont subatituted, wheareby tames will be levied

aooording to bonmofits received; with only & wery light tax .';tn.m.;n sat amrt for
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for future drainage oporantlons, and which are only indirectly bmmeflted by presant
wolk. Inoidentally, all dralnage taxes should be redaced to = min BS 800N 48
fands are avallsble from tho sale of drained state lands, wherewlth to pay intorest
and provide for the slmking fund on dralnage bonds.

If there are any state lunds laft over after completing the drainapge and provid-
ing for malntenance as aforesald, then we ¢an turpn our attentlon to domating sach

lands to the echool fund -- bat not antil the trat of draloage is firat falfilled.

T - T y =

111 mecessary and ovorla ping laws with mspect to dralnag should bo simplified

and reconciled, and thoe hydra-boaded boards, of wnlch the govermor and hls staff are
pow officisles, should bo bolled down to elmple and diregt form, with &ll complica-

tloms and conflicting cootlons removed. The whole proposition of dralnage, indeed,

pgoma to be In weed of a houme-cleaning.

e :"r.-:h"—':

The Tallesgy and futility of the present polley of attemptling to N-L:;zt tho
drelinape solely by taxation, ls evidenced by the fact that already the ensll owners
have become so0 discouraged and so disgasted that approximately -53,.,.- bave gllowed thelr

o dlasnly T
lands to be sold for taxes daring the past two JoArs. s:‘-avamlﬁa:-::r;-nrutmn:-, wnlioh
agquired title to large bodles of land, have olther met with disaster, or are oan
the vergo of bankteptoy. 35till others can hold out for only two or three years
lomger. The taxipng system, with no rellaf in slight for ssveral gonorations to ocoma,
ia tantamount to conflesgation. The lsad ls simply too heavy, and thers 18 no moans
of refinonoling such corporatlions; unless a definite, olear-cut plan of englneering
and finanolne i adopted that will prodace an :'l.hEu_l_".}EE- ;r'q_:‘ﬂlt within & reaspnable
time. With po adggeate plan of relief, clther as to eaglneering or financling, in
sight, let alonme many other problems to be solved iln conneotion with "&n enterprise
of sach mognitude, disaster and mipation only can follow.

The recson for thls 18 plain whem onc conelders that the ulik of the lund on

A, ittt
which taxes are lapeed gose boack to the B%‘-;ﬂ-.. ﬁnh;:ﬂ'-.‘.’z/._f taxaa, tharefore, unday
£ rf:mrm;;rmjl
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the present system, falls om the state. How oan the state sell mfrinimz’lﬁ:a
pay the taxes, whon present ownors are forfeiting lnvestmemts of Imndreds, and oven
thousands of dollars for the paltry sum represented by taxes. TWould you bay under
similar clroumstances,sspeclally when you kmew that there was no comprehensive or
adequate plan on foot to complete the dralnage ? Very few people want to luy a dead
horss. The animal muet be resusaitated, and the omly way to do thle le to straighten
out the fundsmentals, a8 berolobefore set forth.

L farther illustration of the state’s inabllity to sell sufficient landas to
moat evon tholr present cash requirements is the fact that right now the Everglades
drainage fund owes more than $400,000 to the Florida banks for amounta borrowed to
ksep the dredges golng.

Millions of dollars worth of good bonde of Florida manicipalities, sshool
districks, etc. have beon sold within the past three years. That ths present
ﬂ.‘l‘n..'I:M'r , Frogran outlined by the state administration 1s basically wrong is proven
by the inability of the commissiomers to sell Everglades drainage bonde in suffi-
olent quantities to restore public confiderce in the project. The bond market haa
savor been more favorsble than at the present moment, and 1f there was over o time
in the history of the world that any really good bonds eould be sold, that time ls
nov -

Thoe only dredging contract of any conséquonse now in progrese in the Evorglades,
requires o substantial cash payment each month, the balanoe belng pald by notes, dua

in one year, with the privilege of renewal for amnother yoar, bonds being attached

to tho notes as collateraj. The boasted sale of & large block of bonds to this

gontracting firm is therefore a myth. 1f the bonds ultimately beosme tie propoerty
of the aontreting firm, it will probably be througn the state's dofaalt, and not
beopuse of the merit of tho lssus 1teelf. 3till aguin, what great good onn coms
from the sale of & puny milliion or two million dollars’ worth of bonds om a

&80 000,000 Or (60,000,000 project 7 Thim pmall =ale -- even if it wore a salo —

would bo only a drop in the tauciont. We must stop temporiszing and get dowm to

meinoss. This is no school boys' play. We muat look ahead und ses the finlshed
projeot = and plan Intslligemtly to that end.




Dae to the present ineffectunl drainapge pollcy, valuee 1n the Everglades have
greatly depreciated. Just prior to starting dralnage operatlons many thousands of
acres of state land were sold at §1 to £2 por more. The lasst large sale of state
1;-.1::!_;:;&5.15: :m ago, was at the rate of J16 per acre. Within the past
twelve months approximately 250,000 acres, which had been esold at $2 per acre went
back to the state beomsa the purahaser eould not rosell it ovem at a profit to
himself of approximately §l per acre. Other lands which had been retalling at
£30 to 750 per acre camnnot mow bo sold at any price. While moet of the values
ware speculative, based upon the hope of drainage, it may now be falrly stated that
the depreciation in even speoulative, or trading valuea, has been not less than
10 per aore for a large portiom of the *Glades. It requirees no mathematician
to figure out the great lose that has thus bean vislted upon Florids through the
resotlionary drainage polioy of the state administratlon.

As & remilt of the great astivity in lands which followed the insugaratiom of
dralmage operations in the Everglades and the wido-spread pabliclty glvem thereto
throogh magasines and other publications of national oiroulation, valuss were on-
hanoed im almoat overy part of Florida. Cheap, cut-over lamds, and othor unlmproved

areas, jJumpsd from $1.50,0r $2, or $3 per acre to $6, $10, and in some instances,

a8 high as §16 and npsards per acro. OGenerally spoaking, prlﬂEl roached the high

the Everglades
Pl e
difficulties began to be aired before inveatigatiom :‘.u.nittaulhm the aourts and

vater mark about three or four joars agd — that Lo, dbeian

elsewhere. Jince that time values,gonerally thmugimutl the whole state have been
preatty mich at & standetlll, and in some localitles have shrank comsiderably. The
pewaparers and magazines all over the country devoted reams of spaos to Florida's
so=oalled "land scandal®. It was reported far and wide that Florids had foiled

to make good on hor drainage project. This was the message that reached the =
finanolial eircles, and prospoctive homeseekers, who saddemly changed thelr plans
about investing in Florida. Pmablle confidenoe was, in o large moasuro, dostroyed, and

all Florida felt, and still feels, the 11l effects. The real trouble then was primci-




pally of an engineerjing chareoter. This was remedied in part by the temporary em-
ployment of an englneering comrriosion, which outlined, in & gemeral way, boms of tho

wor: to be accompllehed opfl an approxioste edtl-ate of the copt of certain main oanuls.
iy !ﬂ‘#f{

The Bngineering Commisslon in question limited ita report to gnowers to cortain ques-
tions propounded by the Trustees. Had the emglneers beem givem a froo hand they would
undoubtedly have made certaln recommendations concerning the manmer of reclaiming
the Olades proper, aside from the gemeral control worie regulating the water level of
Lakog Okeechobes. This has been lntimated by at least ome member of the Engineering
Cormisslon, who,inoidentally, also ocalled attemtion to the faot that he has adopted
a moh higher ran-off factor since completing his report to the State officials,
which naw factor is more in harmony with the basis used by other high oluss engineers,
and would greatly increase the estimated dralnage cost showa ln sald report.

Before recelving the report of thw Engloeering Commission the State adminietra-

.I':ll-'\- ."_'ﬂj.]'
tion went shead blindly, and retomendod B total bond lssue of only 56,000,000 —
about ten per cent of the real needs of the distriot. (In the admininstration Bill of
19156 the bond issue was reduged to three and a half million dollars, with the pro¥wieo
that future legislatures might sathorize, mot to exoeed 33,000,000 per sesslon, or am
average of §$1,6500,000 par year. There 1s mo way of lmowing that any additional amounts
. ¥
will ever be mthorised. The whole matter ls #0 uncertain as to bo unattractive to
bond houses.] What is evon worse, however, they adopted a resolution (Febraary, 1913)
which stated im effect that it should be the polloy of the Tmastess to withhold the
.

remining state lands, and require the dralnage of the Everglades to be done by
taxation. A8 already pointed out, it would bo an absolutely impossible propoaitiom to
T ——
gomplete dralnage in this manner, or to evem satisfy the purchasers of bonds, not to

mention the fact that this resolution asots as & direct Impairment of obligatlon of

gontroot with the United States Govemment, Therefore, it le plaln to be seen that

Sasae el uﬁ%—
instead of moating the n-u.,-umu.j.nn 1ike bus iness men, and providing - proper mdﬂ

to offeat the tarriffle t;i.:rl' d.du.'l.“{- the State hmw afore=

sald, the Trustees tungled the whole propositiom, and missed the great oprortunity to




which thelr constitucrnte expeoted them to measure mp. Whatever of hops has been
awaiened in the minds of inmvestors through the temporlsing methods and policies
of the presant administration is of & wholly effervescent sort, and is bound to
ba dissipated in short order, unloss ths beslo errors are corrected and & bosineas
regime installed to properly direcst the work and provide ample mcans to finonnoes 1t.
Otherwlies wo may look forsard to & total collapse of the project, from which it
will taks many yoears to recover, and to regaln publis comfldenge in Florida inmveat-

ménts. People cutelde of cur borders 40 not discriminagte between the Everglades

P Eﬁf&da_._
snd Gaineeville, or Montleello. To thom, any mentlom of Florlda,mesns the whole

Btatsd; and kmowing the Evergladea to be a a%nm g0t you cam approolate
what tho ir montal attitade will be if Florldas falls to make a suoccess of the work
which she has undertaken. But suocess ¢an only come by handling the project with
moTe intelligencs than hae ITHE'IL used during the past fow years, amd by gividg a
Bguare deal to all nﬁmumdﬁy plagsing the lands squarely behind the prorosltion
for tha H‘J_:_']ia parpose of d.‘.l.'l_iw._m. The prosont administration has had ite chonoe to
do the right thing, and 1t has fallen down. New blood must be Injested into the
Board, and a constructive policy as herein ocutlijed must be adopted and vigorcusly
garried into effect.

The pressnt status of the Everglades projeot and the lack of foresipght of the
present etate officers in dealing with it have elther held back or depreciated
values throughout the catire state. Some have ostimated this loes as high as §10 per
acrej but 1f we were to assume a more conservative estimate of ewven {1 per acre you
can see that-Florida's loss through tils one item alome 1s approximately £38,000,000
== & sum oqmivalent to several times the walue of our anmal cltrus erop —— enough to
balld & network of hard surfaced roads throughout thm all ?12&1. Do you not see
whore this has & very direct bearing on vour well being, wwllmﬁ_ﬂd soveral handred
milos from the project 7

The effort of the pressnt Trustees ln trylag to save approximately 1,500,000

-t
asres of Ln.ndﬂ":‘ur all the people of the state™ is ridlomlous and asbeurd 7 Let us




sa8 what this effort has broughy ma: Ome third of this acresge at the marmet price

'.'.E_]l prevailed four ypars ago was worth practically as moch as the entire aorangs
at the present gariet price, owing to the great depreciation of wvaluss. S50 the
saving, you sée, has not been vory great I Unless a radloal change for the bettar
is made without delay, the mariet price five years from mow wlll be but a fractlion
of the present valuo.

Even the ocourts of othor states have taken judiclal motice of the backward
dralnage policy, framed, fathored and defonded by the satate adminlstration. A Fad-
eral judge, after having heard the testimony of most of the™Btate orficlals, sald,
In effect,; that 1t looked to him like Florida was trying to drain the Everglades by
dralcing other pecple's poaket booke. ©OSuooh statements from the bench and publ lahid
brosdocast, have not helpaed Florlda's cause, nor asslated ln bringlng new settlers
within har gates. The damage done has been Ingaloulablo, and 1t la high time to
apply the mich neaded remeady. The Augoan stables mist be gleansad. The Evorgiados
mst, and ocan, atand on thelr ownm feet. It la not falr alther to the atate, or to
the project that the lands should comtinuoe to be used as a politioal football. There
gan be no questlon among honeat men as to the proper par-ose to which the lands
ahould be devoted, and unreservedly dedicated —— wisx., that of drainage exclusively.
To attempt to place any other construction upon the trast la to attempt to evade our

plain duty, and to avold aarrylng out cur contract with the Unlted States Government.

When Broward started the firat drainage operations ln the Glades, he did not
have the abundanoe of englneering data whlch we now have at our command, but his
first ldea was baslocally correst, Wle., to completely draln a given area of the
Glades bafore tackllng the remainder -- and hils early maps confirm this fact. Thias
nlan, daddssebdy modifled, la the plan d.ﬂtﬂl';’.‘limd. apon by practically all high grade
snginsers who have given this matter sarious stady. They refer to it as Ii}mﬂmﬂnivﬂm'

s
or 'Elmgutﬂd sond drainugs. It conflorms with the ssocnomls nedesdlitlea of the alt

p—

uation and mests the poeds of the thousands of ammll garchasers who are axpedting a




a4 aquare deal from Florida. It is Broward's plan broapht to 1ife again. Had

Broward lived it would wnonestionably have boem adopbed and plaoed 1n operatlon

e
long elnse. Broward was blg emough and broad emough t.-.':n'.l_u--na'l.t; y the englnsering
faota which '-;-;r: beom reToalod during the moantime, and he would alsg have met the
i
Aol dronael, f;'.,-“'_,.-_'_

financlial emergency. ,Thowsands of acres of land which were sold first to small

urchasers, and whose mopay made 1t poealble to lnmmgarate the project, would now

be pormanently dralned and under caltlivatlon. e would have had something to point

to besldes a narrow fiinge of land arcund Lalke Oicvechobee, e ol E"'-'I{......_,,..-_..._..-f!-'—;___
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