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Mon, lon. L. Poarris,
Jagkaonville, Fla.

Hy &mr Hr, Parrisg=

1 asguma ¥ aTe notad the '.n-ﬂ-'u.'l..lt.;-.’hl] of tho
lagielatars of “lorids (1844] for soquiring and drail 1
Evorgladce, an reprodaced on Foge 389 of Sonate Doousondl 99,

Even at that early date the State Legialaturs
rocaestad that all of the swesp abd ovoerflowed landa of whilah
the Everglades sre & puart, b pranted to the Stute "on condition
thot the Stote will draln them and apply the procceds of the
sile thoreof, after dafraying the exponse of drelning, to
parposas of edusstion™.

1t was in answer bo- thle patition that the
Congress of the United 8t .tes [Sept. %8th, 1BBO) granted the
gvamnp and overflowed lands o the Stote of Yiorlda under thoe
apoaific condition

"That the proesseds of snid lands,

whother from sale or by dirsot
GPpropriation in kKind, shnall bo

spplied; dxolanivaly, as foar a8 DecesBarTy,
to the mrpose of reclalming dsald

londes by means of the lavoes and

draine aforesaid”

Hothlng, 1t scams to @o, Gould be more pladm than
tiat the State lo bound in porpotalty by Lte omn propositlon;
follgwod by the gront, on ocomditions,; and tho agsceptante thoreof,
by the State.

1t 1o aleo porfectly plaln that no diversion of
amp ond overdlowed lands aiall ba meds to0 the sshool famd until
aftor the oxponse of drainage 18 defrayed by the proceeds of the
oala of sald ewamp and over lowed lands.

‘e dkat d in smother latier, the dralnape trast fand
e Jost os sacrod as tho sghool trust fund = LFf the latter has suffored
by virtue of diversicss to rlilroad sompanies, thore 18 Bo Jastliflontion
for holding out the remaining swamp and ovoerflowe! lands from drainape

purposos merely to try and s:tlefy the reslduoary interscts of the sahool
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fupds, II oy resovery la to bto made for the benoefit of the sohool
fund, let 1t be at the sxpense of the Ballroads and mot of the
dralnags trust,

foars very traly,




