
MOST people are unaware

that the Zoological 

Society of Florida '■ 

has emerged as an 

integral part of the 

entity the public knows as "Metrozoo."

Our mission is to develop in our 

members, visitors and the general 

public an attitude of stewardship and 

caring for nature and wildlife. We are a 

non-profit recreational and educational 

resource, encouraging all people to become 

involved with animals and wildlife conservation
(Continued on page 5)
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Two of the East African pairs and 
the West African cranes have been 
actively breeding and have pro
duced six honey-colored babies 
this year.

Adult males and females look 
alike. A large, yellow crown cov
ers the top of the head. There are 
black velvety feathers around the 
cheek patches, which are bound
ed below with reddish skin 
areas. The neck feathers are gray, 
becoming elongated and pointed 
toward the base of the neck. The 
wings have black
flight feathers 
contrasting with 
the distinctive 
white upper and 
under wing 
coverts (small 
feathers covering 
the base of large 
feathers.) The tail 
feathers are 
black. Their eyes 
are grayish white 
to pale blue. The 
bill, legs and toes 
are black.
Crowned cranes 
have sharp, fish
hook-like inner 
toenails used for 
preening and 
grooming their
feathers - keepers p .. I
must be wary of
these sharp digits ,
when handling
the birds!

The crowned 
cranes' calls are 
honking and «yh
hollow-sounding,

of generally low pitch and with 
considerable harmonic develop
ment. When in distress, their 
call sounds like "help." The birds 
forage in grasslands, but require 
swamps for breeding. Wherever 
available, crowned cranes use 
large trees for roosting. They 
can, however, roost on smaller 
trees or even shallow water.

By Ricardo Stanoss, DVM 
ZSF Education Specialist 

With assistance from Susan Kong, 
Metrozoo Lead Bird Keeper, 

and Cranes of the World, 
by Paul A. Johnsgard, 

Indiana University Press.

i
n general, cranes are known 
for their loud calls, spectac
ular courtship dances, con
firmed monogamy, and the 
care they lavish on their 
young. And crowned cranes 
(Baleárica pavonina), with their 
distinctive shave brush-like crest 

and habit of frequently roosting in 
trees, are among the most spectac
ular birds in the world.

The open country over most of 
Africa south of the Sahara (except 
the Congo Basin) and the driest 
portions of southwestern Africa 
are home for this species.
Crowned cranes are considered 
closely related to the ancestral 
stock that subsequently gave rise 
to the 14 other species of cranes.

There are four subspecies or 
races of crowned cranes;
Metrozoo houses two of them, the 
East-African crowned crane and 
the West-African crowned crane. 
How to tell them apart? By the 
skin of their cheek patches! The 
East-African subspecies has white 
cheek patches, while the 
West-African subspecies presents 
red and white cheek patches. 
Metrozoo has four pairs of cranes, 
three East African and one West 
African; at present only the East 
African cranes are on display.

Continued on p. 3
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Crowned cranes have a diverse 
diet composed of not only vegetable 
material, like seeds, but also animal 
life such as lizards, grasshoppers, 
millipedes, earthworms, etc. The 
birds stamp their feet while walking 
to disturb and expose insects. They 
also walk among cattle, just like cat
tle egrets do, catching the insects 
disturbed by the moving cattle. It is 
easier for them to feed in short grass, 
rather than in long grassy cover.

Crowned cranes don't migrate, 
but they fly away from the nesting 
areas during the nonbreeding sea
son. In the wild, the breeding season 
has two distinctive peaks, November 
to February and May to July.

Their courtship dance is spectacu
lar, starting with them bobbing their

heads up and down without moving 
their body. Then, spreading their 
wings, they jump 6 to 8 feet into the 
air with legs drooping motionless 
beneath them. Sometimes, they pick 
up objects from the ground and toss 
them into the air. Other times the 
dancing crane goes completely 
around his or her mate doing all 
this, and it is possible to observe 
both birds dance opposite each 
other, or one doing the dancing and 
then the other.

Crowned cranes lay two to four 
eggs that hatch after being incubated 
for about a month. The hatchlings 
wander with their parents looking 
for food already on their second day 
of life. Pairs that raise their young 
successfully retain their family group 
for 9 to 10 months, then the parents 
drive the young away and prepare

the nest for the next brood. Juveniles 
attain the adult plumage at about 12 
months and reach sexual maturity 
after 2 years of age.

If humans, cattle or snakes 
approach the nest, distraction display 
is typical. This includes dancing on 
the part of one or both birds. During 
actual attack, the two members of 
the pair approach side by side, with

their wings spread, neck arched and 
head lowered. Fighting behavior 
includes jumping, wing flapping, 
kicking, and stabbing with the beak.

Unfortunately there are no good 
estimates of population numbers for 
any of the races. Despite its appar
ently broad distribution, the West— 
African variety may be the most 
likely to become endangered.

Photo: R
icardo Stanoss

KEEPER PROFILES

SUSAN KONG
A

S
usan Kong has always been an 
animal lover, and before get
ting a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Wildlife Biology and 
Conservation at the University 
of Florida, she dreamed of becoming a 
national park ranger. But her dreams 

would take a different turn.
Once Susan graduated she was ready 

to apply for her much-desired park ranger 
position. These positions, however, could 
only be applied for every six months and, 
because of timing, she had to obtain a 
temporary job for three months: Metrozoo 
hired her, and her "temporary job" at the 
zoo is now in its 15th year!

It was the summer of 1982 when 
Susan first started working at Metrozoo 
as a bird keeper, and in 1986 she was 
promoted to lead bird keeper, the position 
she still holds. Susan is responsible for 
all the birds at the Zoo, which includes 
caring for the paddock birds, the birds at 
the flamingo lake, the brooder/hatchery, 
and all off-exhibit breeding pens.

The most challenging part of Susan's 
job is the incubation and hand raising of 
baby birds. She remembers fondly the 
hand raising of an Andean condor ("my 
favorite birds," she admits) named Ozzy. 
Metrozoo's pair of breeding Andean 
condors have had nine babies released 
into the wild in Colombia and Peru. Their 
release was part of the California condor 
Project to prepare the way to reintroduce 
California condors back into the wild. 
Andean condors were used as a model 
to study the feasibility of releasing 
California condors back into their 
California and Arizona habitats.

According to Susan, one of the most 
rewarding parts of her job is when the 
birds get to raise their own babies. Before 
that can occur it must be determined 
whether the pair will be successful in incu-

KEEPER WH
bating and raising their babies. A lot of 
factors go into figuring this out: the pair's 
past history and whether or not there is a 
possible threat by predators or from other 
disturbances. If there is a question that 
the birds might not be successful, the real 
eggs are pulled from the nest, taken to the 
hatchery and placed into an incubator, 
while dummy eggs are placed in the bird's 
nest. A dummy egg is an egg that is filled 
with plaster that looks and weighs about 
the same as the bird's real egg. The par
ent birds cannot tell the difference, so they 
will sit and incubate the dummy eggs until 
hatching time. It is at this point that the 
pair's real eggs can be given back to them 
if they have taken good care of their nest. 
Once the chicks hatch, keepers must mon
itor their development to make sure every
thing is normal.

As mentioned before, Susan also is 
responsible for caring for the birds residing 
on the paddocks. The care involves morn
ing and evening rounds to ensure that 
they are feeding and behaving normally. 
"Birds don't show that they're sick, so sub
tle reactions can tell us about their condi
tion," adds Susan. "We may occasionally 
have to return birds that may have flown 
off the paddock, even though our birds 
have been 'pinioned,1 that is, the tip of one 
wing has been removed so they can only 
fly in circles or short distances. Pinioning 
is done to keep birds on the paddock 
where they can be admired by visitors."

Susan is a professional who keeps 
abreast of what is happening in her field. 
She recently attended The Third Annual 
International Environmental Enrichment 
Conference at Sea World in Orlando. The 
seminar was an opportunity to gather ideas 
on enriching the lives of our animals in 
captivity by varying their routine and activi
ties. Susan also serves as treasurer of the 
South Florida Chapter of the American 
Association of Zoo Keepers, and is a

O FLIES HIGH

keeper guide for Zoo Inns, the Zoological 
Society's very popular overnight program.

But when asked what she is most proud 
of, she promptly responds "Devin," the 5- 
year-old son of Susan and her husband, 
Damien Kong. Damien is the Zoological

Society's senior education specialist. 
"Devin loves animals as we do, and in our 
house we have a few reptiles, a dog and 
two cats," explains Susan. "I just have a 
slight problem: He believes everybody has 
rhinos to play with!," she adds laughing.
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"CARNIVAL
KIDS"

T
he Zoological Society 
of Florida (ZSF) has 
joined forces wish 
Carnival Cruise Lines to 
fund a new environ
mental educational effort called 
"Carnival Kids." The program, 
designed for fourth grade chil

dren in two Miami inner city 
schools (Miami Park Elementary 
and Carol City Elementary), will 
run during the 1997-98 school 
year and will expose participants 
to the world of wildlife, animal 
diversity, endangered species, 
habitat protection, and conser
vation issues. It also will intro
duce them to the idea of careers 
with wildlife and encourage par
ticipants to "give back" to their 
community by sharing their

' experiences with their school 
mates through writings, drawings 
and photography.

The "experiences" will include 
an outreach visit to the school 
by means of the ZSF 
Zoomobile—a customized van 
utilized for off-site visits bring
ing props and gentle animals to 
the kids—, two subsequent trips 
to Metrozoo for a full day of 
activities and observations, and 
finally a field trip to Everglades 
National Park to bring conserva
tion issues "closer to home." As 
an important component of the 
program, there will be training 
for the teachers of the participat
ing classes.

"The goal of the program is to 
bring conservation to life for 
kids in neighborhoods in which 
they might not be exposed to it," 
said Nancy Hotchkiss, ZSF 
director of education. "We will 
be involved with the students for

| months, not just a couple of 
hours, and we hope this will 
create better global citizens.

BREAKFAST WITH THE KEEPERS KIDS HOLIDAY CRAFT WORKSHOP WINTER BREAK CAMP

Back: Glenn Ekey (ZSF executive director), Nancy 
Hotchkiss (ZSF education director), Linda Coll (director, 

Carnival Foundation), Fernando Diaz (assistant Principal, 
Carol City Elem.), E. Suppa (4th grade lead teacher, Carol

City Elem.), Lawrence Crawford (principal, Carol City
Elem.), and Ricardo Stanoss DVM (ZSF education 

specialist) with a group of students.

The South Florida Chapter of the 
American Association of Zoo Keepers 
(SFAAZK) will hold its annual 
"Breakfast with The Keepers" at the 
Amphitheater. Participants will have 
a unique opportunity to enjoy the 
company of our zoo keepers and 
some animal friends such as the baby 
bactrian camel and a few of the 
"stars" of the Wildlife Show. A conti
nental breakfast will be served. All 
proceeds benefit the South Florida 
Chapter of the American Association 
of Zookeepers.
Date: Saturday, December 6 
Time: 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Cost: Adult Members $1 5 
Adult Non-Members $20 
Child Members (12 and under) $8 
Child Non-Members $10

BREAKFAST WITH THE 
BEASTS-GIRAFFES

Ages 5-12
What could be better than hand-made 
decorations for the holidays! Our 
youngest Zoo members are invited to 
bring their creative minds and busy 
hands to our Craft Workshop. Make 
seasonal decorations, crafts and gifts 
for family and friends. Imagine your 
tree decorated with koalas, geckos, 
lions and Komodo dragons! Or spe
cial holiday memory books decorated 
with paw prints! Don't miss this only 
chance to create your own "wild 
holiday." All supplies and a morning 
snack included.
Date: Saturday, December 13 
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: Child Members

(1 2 and under) $ 1 5 
Child Non-Members $20

Ages 4-12

School is out for winter break, so 
why not spend your time off with us? 
Our mini Zoofari Camp is a full week 
of wildlife adventures that will take 
you to the wilds of Africa, Australia, 
Asia and our own backyard of 
Florida. Complete your experience 
with a special Zoo passport to 
document your travels and animal 
adventures.
Date: December 29-31
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Cost: Child Members $75 
Child Non-Member $90

PHOTO SAFARI IN THE EVERGLADES

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Families
While food may be the last thing on 
your mind on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving, we encourage you to 
join our tallest residents for a special 
morning—Breakfast with the Beasts at 
Metrozoo! A delicious (and light!) 
continental breakfast will be followed 
by a special behind-the-scenes look 
at these graceful residents of the 
African Plains. Learn who is who and 
just how much they eat each day! 
Spaces are limited, so register early.
Date: Saturday, November 29 
Time: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Cost: Adult Members $20,

Trustees $15
Adult Non-Members $25
Child Members (12 and under) $8 
Child Non-Members $10

Families
He's round, he's jolly and he's here! 
Although Santa isn't a year-round 
resident of Metrozoo, he's making a 
special appearance to greet his 
friends in South Florida. A "seasonal1 
continental breakfast will be fol
lowed by caroling and a chance to 
meet Santa himself. Your morning 
will be complete with a souvenir 
family photo in a specially 
decorated folder.
Date: Saturday, December 20 
Time: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Cost: Adult Members $1 2 
Adult Non-Members $1 7 
Child Members (12 and under) $8 
Child Non-Members $10

Adults
Get to know a bit of "wild south Florida" 
on this photo safari to the Everglades. 
ZSF Education Specialist and wildlife 
photographer Ricardo Stanoss will lead 
a one-day expedition to explore the 
familiar and not-so-familiar wilder
ness region that is in our own back
yard. Photography techniques such as 
lighting, composition and equipment 
will be discussed as you capture your 
own "trophy." Whether you are a 
lifelong resident or recent migrant to 
this area, you'll see the "river of grass" 
with new eyes. Participants will meet at 
the Zoo parking lot to board the bus.
It'll be a full day, so bring lunch and 
snacks in recyclable containers. We'll 
provide the beverages.
Date: Saturday, December 6 
Time: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Cost: Adult Members $40 
Adult Non-Members $70

REGISTRATION FORIVI

Name:

Address:,

City:

Daytime Phone:__________________________________

I’m a Member: Membership #

For children’s programs, complete the following:
Parent’s or Guardian’s Name:

Daytime Phone:__________________________________Evening Phone:,

Method of Payment (Please do NOT send cash):
Credit cardholders may register by phone.

□ Check □ American Express □ MasterCard □ Visa 

Card__________________________________________________________

Customer Signature:____________________________________________

__State: Zip:

„Evening Phone:

I’m not a Member

. Expiration Date:_

Program/Session Name of Participant Age/Grade Fee

Mail this completed form with your payment to: 
Education Department I Zoological Society of Florida 
12400 SW 152nd Street
Miami, FL 33177-1499

TOTAL:

All program registrations subject to a $10 cancellation fee.



(continued from cover page)

ZSF is the provider of on-going 
education programs, outreach pro
grams, volunteer services, Children's 
Zoo management and other essential 
Zoo functions. Our organization pays 
for new exhibits and often supervises 
their construction.

We are dedicated fundraisers who 
attract and increase philanthropic 
support to underwrite programs serv
ing Metrozoo's wildlife and Dade 
County's citizens.

In 1996, approximately one-third 
of the combined $8.3 million in rev
enues supporting Metrozoo's pro
grams was generated by ZSF activi
ties—primarily philanthropic gifts 
and dues from our approximately 
14,000 member households.

; Metrozoo visitors provided another 
| one-third in admissions and conces

sions income, and Metropolitan 
Dade County provided one-third 
through community tax support.

All of ZSF's expenditures—includ
ing administrative overhead—are 
devoted to supporting Metrozoo, and 
the Zoo is the beneficiary of every 
aspect of our operations. ZSF pro
vides cash for specific Metrozoo 
expenditures such as food for the 
koalas, emergency needs, the 
MetroBoo! event, and Zoo employee

. travel and training. But the majority 
of our expenditures help provide 
many of the public programs and 
capital improvements this community 
has come to identify with Metrozoo.

ZSF Provides:
• Education programs such as school 

programs, Summer Camp, Zoo Inn 
overnights, Outreach to schools 
and libraries, and Zoo Clues

• Membership programs including 
the bimonthly newsletter Toucan 
Talk

• Children's Zoo operations
• Volunteer programs
• Development programs such as 

Feast With the Beasts, 
Adopt-an-Animal and Walls of the 
Wild

• Gift shop operations
ZSF's track record is one of increas

ing investment in the Zoo and its 
future. Our organization spent more 
than $2.4 million in 1996 for Zoo 
programs and support services, a 
nearly 10-fold increase over 1982. 
During the 15-year period from short
ly after the Zoo's relocation to its pre
sent site, ZSF's operating expenditures 
and other forms of financial support 
have exceeded $30 million. 

Financial Support:
• ZSF's operating expenditures for programs 
and support services $21,702,857

• Capital improvements $8,796,752

• Endowments $2,300,000

TOTAL $32,799,609

ZSF has also helped generate unre
alized bequests of $7,975,000 which, 
if realized, will bring the total to over 
$40 million.

Reprinted from 15 Year Retrospective,!982-1997 
published by The Zoological Society of Florida.

MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

a summer full of activity for South 
Florida children. Overall, our educa
tion programs reached over 51,000 
individuals throughout the year.

Florida community.
FUNDRAISING MIRACLES: Our
Development Team succeeded in 
raising $1.9 million over the course 
of the year, reaching their planned 
goal. ZSF membership now includes 
14,000 households, representing 
some 45,000 individuals. Our Tenth 
Annual Feast With The Beasts, 
underwritten by American Express, 
grossed a record $331,000. John 
Alden Life Insurance graciously pro
vided ZSF employees with health 
insurance coverage through 
December 1997. Republic Industries, 
Inc., through its subsidiary, 
All-Service Refuse Company, donat
ed a Mack sanitation truck and 
waste compactor which ZSF trans
ferred to Metrozoo to support its 
waste management department. ZSF 
received renewed funding from the 
State of Florida Science Museum 
Program, from Dade County Public 
Schools, Capital Bank, Knight— 
Ridder, Inc. and a host of corporate 
and foundation supporters. In addi
tion to our education programs, vol
unteer training and Children's Zoo 
operations, this funding supported 
professional development of Zoo 
staff, emergency needs, routine 
maintenance and the care and feed
ing of animals. The profits of ZSF's 
thriving gift shops made $166,000 
available for Zoo operations.

I am happy to report to our mem
bers and friends that Dade County 
Mayor Alex Penelas has moved the 
issues surrounding effective 
Metrozoo-ZSF collaboration to a 
front-burner discussion level.
Through his personal participation in 
the dialogue, he has charged our two 
organizations to work creatively and 
constructively for the benefit of the 
wild and wonderful inhabitants of 
Metrozoo and for our community.
The Zoological Society remains 
enthusiastically committed to the 
future of Metrozoo, and we will con
tinue to serve as an educational and 
environmental resource for the fans 
and friends of our world's wildlife.

This is a most welcome opportunity 
for me to review the progress and the 
achievements of the past year.

NEW FRONTIERS: Our popular 
overnight Zoo Inns were at capacity 
every weekend with 1,700 partici
pants—a sellout through 
word-of-mouth publicity alone. We 
secured our new outreach van, "Zoo 
on Wheels"; thanks to support from 
American Express, it is being adapted 
to enable us to reach neighborhoods, 
libraries and festivals throughout 
South Florida. One hundred ninety 
(190!) trained and dedicated ZSF vol
unteers contribute 40,000 hours of 
time to the work of our organization 
and to the enrichment of Metrozoo 
visits. Our partnership with several 
"Zoo Neighbors" schools has con
tributed to the quality of their science 
curriculum and environmental edu
cation programs, and has attracted 
support from the Lennar Corporation

EDUCATION MATTERS: The
Zoological Society's public programs 
are now a year- round, 
seven-days-a-week 
operation, reaching Zoo 
visitors, schoolchildren 
and South Florida people 
everywhere. Through the 
initiative of Education 
Department staff, cur
riculum materials are 
now available in Spanish 
as well as English, and 
environmental education 
is provided in English,
Spanish and Portuguese. ~
Our talented Children's lUiilaJiitiOifil 
Zoo keepers run a pet
ting Zoo which is responsive to the 
interests of families, respectful of the 
needs of animals, and inspiring for the 
wildlife enthusiasts and environmen
talists of the future. Our Ecology 
Theater hosts three lively and infor
mative shows each day, for which the 
audience topped 36,000 people this 
past year. Summer Zoofari Camp, 
with funding from BellSouth, provided

WE TOUCHED THE FUTURE: ZSF
funded a public information cam
paign to help voters understand the 
benefits of the Safe Neighborhood 
Parks Bond issue in November 1996. 
The public responded and the bond 
issue passed with 67% of votes in 
favor. The proceeds will provide $200 
million to upgrade parks over 20 
years, including $12 million for the 
future of our beautiful Metrozoo. And 
speaking of the future, the Honorary 
Chair of ZSF's 1998 Feast With The 
Beasts will be none other than 
world-renowned anthropologist, 
Richard Leakey!

All of the above was made 
possible by the enthusiasm of 
Zoological Society of Florida 
members, who continue to be the 
key to this organization's success. I 
invite all of our members to visit 
Metrozoo often and continue to 
support it in every way possible.

ZSF wishes to acknowledge the 
generosity of the following benefac
tors whose financial or in-kind 
contributions made our work possi
ble during the 1996-97 fiscal year. 
We are most grateful for all dona
tions. Listed on the following pages 
are contributors of $75 or more.
We hope that the example set by 
our donors will inspire others to 
support the work of ZSF during the 
remainder of the 1997 tax year and 
in the future.

and the South Florida Annenberg 
Challenge. The new "Carnival Kids" 
program, funded by the Carnival 
Foundation, will help us apply what 
we have learned to an audience of 
inner city children. ZSF also obtained 
grant support from the National 
Science Foundation to devise strate
gies ensuring that Metrozoo visitors 
represent the diversity of the South

Illustrated above are the three sources of revenue supporting Metrozoo's current programs (FY 1996)

Jorge Arrizurieta, Huizenga Holdings, Inc., Harold Carter, Jr., All Service 
Refuse Company Inc., County commissioners Javier D. Souto, Gwen 

Margolis and James Burke, and Glenn Ekey, ZSF. Photo by Sergio Alsina
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$50,000-$99,999
American Express*
Capital Bank*
The Miami Herald 
Polygram International 

Latin America*
Republic Industries/AII Service 

Refuse Company/Huizenga 
Family Foundation

KOMODO’S COURT
$1,000-$4,999
Harvey Abramson 
Rick Alfonso*
Americana Aruba Beach 

Resort & Casino 
Art Effects 
AT&T
Ruby Bacardi*
Balogh Family Foundation 
Baptist Health System 
Barnett Bank 
Betty & Mack Barnette* 
Sandy Batchelor*
Charles Battlsti 
Dr. George Brener*
Colin Browning*
Brenda Castellano 
The Collection 
Costa Nursery 
Carole Crocker 
Crystal Water 
Deloitte & Touche*
Pamela Donner 
Dr.& Mrs, Stephen Dresnlck 
Eckert Seamans Cherln 

& Mellot*
Glenn & Diane Ekey 
Jerome Epstein Estate 
Robin Reiter Faragalli*
First Security Trust*
June Fisher 
Florida Marlins 
John Fox
Fred's Formal Wear 
Phillip & Patricia Frost 
Philanthropic Fund 
Jane Gibson*
Mr. & Mrs. B. Goldsmith* 
Jerrold & Jane Goodman* 
Sandy Gonzalez-Levy* 
Gourmet Chandlery 
Great Expectations 
Green Family Foundation 
Happy Balloons 
Lydia Harrison*
James Hartenstein

Bijan's On the River 
Restaurant

Carmen & Karl Bishopric
Bloomingdale's
William & Mary Bowden
Bravo Musicians
Mr. & Mrs. David Brayer*
Romero Britto
Bob Brockway*
Boulevard Bistro 
Daryl & Cheryl Budd 
Yolanda Buchmann*
Richard Burton*
John Caliste
Ed Calle & His Orchestra 
Captain's Tavern Restaurant 
Casa Juancho 
Chase Federal/NationsBank 
Chef Allen
Neva Chillingworth 
China Grill 
Christy's
Madonna Ciccone 
Richard Cole 
H. Stewart Conklin 
Greg Corona*
Courtview Cafe at Miami 

Jai Alai
Creative Tastes Catering 
Charles & Julie Crispin*
John & Marianne Devine*
Dr. Murray Dresher*
Drums of Polynesia 
Escada
Falls Shopping Center 
Lynn Fichman*
Fire Fighters' Charities* 
Florida Power & Light*
Dale Frick*
Belvin Friedson
Frank & Miriam Futernick*
Janet Gardiner &

Monte Downum 
Gavina Coffee Company 
B. Milfred Gerson Trust* 
Giacosa Ristorante 
The Goods 
Graham Foundation 
Gay Greenberg 
Victor Griffith*
Steve Gryb Musical Ensemble 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Gumberg* 
John Hamer*
Hereford Grill
Hooligan's Pub & Oyster Bar 
Hot Cookies 
William & Jane Heuson 
International Gourmet Foods 
Island Oasis Gourmet Frozen 

Cocktails 
Italianni's
Laura & William Jack* 
JoAnna's Marketplace 
Joe's Stone Crab 
John Martin's 
Jubilate
E. Stanley Kardatzke*
Richard Katzenstein 
Kelly Foundation 
David & Eloise Kimmelman 
Laddie Kong & Associates 
Jacqueline Kott 
John Kozyak *
Dick & Susan Lampen

Lewis Family Foundation 
Richard & Micki Lewis 

Photography 
Judy Loft *
Macy's
Marilu Madrigal 
Ronald L. Magram*
Dan & Barbara Malone 
Kevin Malone*
Randall Martin 
The Melting Pot Restaurant 
Mideastern Dance Exchange 
Kent Miller*
Mirochnik Ballet 
Robert Mitchell*
Modern Art Cafe 
Robin Moffit*
Donna Mollicone*
The Mora Arriagas 
Ray Mummery*
Mr. Night Tie'm
Norman's
Michael Nuzzo
Vera & Bruce Nyland
The Olive Garden Restaurant
Orpheus
Outback Steakhouse 
Pacific Time 
Eileen Parra*
Parrot Cafe at Parrot Jungle 

& Gardens
Robert & Linda Parsley* 
Harold Edward Patricoff* 
Gloria Plastow 
Prezzo
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rafferty, Jr.*
Los Ranchos Restaurants 
Restaurant St. Michel 
Roasters 'N Toasters 
Marion D. Rubenstein 
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse 
Roslyn Schrank 
Jacqueline Skaf 
Jose A. & Selma R. Sotolongo 
Splash
Clifford Steele*
Paul B. Steinberg*
Ron Strong, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Swanson* 
Task Laboratories, Inc.
Tex Mex
Deborah Thomas 
Tropical Chinese Restaurant 
El Trapico
Tom Tukey*
Tutti's Trattoria & Bakery 
Two Chefs Restaurant 
University Country Club 
Bob Van Horn*
J.B. Veltman*
Victor's Cafe 
Vivace Brass 
Howard & Patricia Walker 
Christine Wanderon*
Morton & Joan Weiner 
S.T. Werner 
Jeffry Winkelman*
Dr. Martin N. Zaiac*
Sidney & Sheila Zaretsky

Kathleen Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Allen*
Thomas & Carol Allison 
Valerie Alpizar 
Donald & Mary Altemus*
Ruth M. Alvarez*
Nick & Lisa Amaro*
Scott Ambler
American Heritage School 
Nolan Anderson 
Arthur Appleton Foundation 
Arthur & Martha Appleton 
Denis & Jamie Arden*
Barbara Arsaroff 
Bert Bachrach 
Gary Bagllebter*
Robert Baglos 
Elaine Baker 
Michael Balan*
Betty Barnette 
Christine Barney*
John & Nellie Bastlen 

Foundation 
Judge Harvey Baxter 
Robert & Christiana Becerra* 
David & Marla Bercuson* 
Robert Berman 
Jane Bialilew 
Rainer Bieck*
Dr. Mort Blumberg*
William Bonine 
Ronald Book
Boulevard Heights Elementary 
Mary Sue Bowman 
Thomas & Elva Brady*
Bob Bromberg*
BRV Construction 
Virginia Brown 
Lynn Buhler*
Jeff Burgin
Dr. G. Maureen Bushnell* 
Eduardo Cadenas 
Lynn & Maura Cambest 
Kareel Campbell*
Beth Cannata*
Oscar Cantu*
Angela Caplin*
Dr. Carol Casey*
Pedro Castillo 
Carlos & Jill Casuso*
Michael Cavanaugh 
CBS*
Marlon Chandler 
David Charles 
Keith Chasin*
Margaux A. Cintrano 
Camila Cochrane*
Laurie Collins 
Miguel Corco 
Rick Covert
Bonnie & Robert Crook* 
Liliana Cunill*
Damon Productions 
David Darlington 
Winona Davis 
Rosie de Castro*
Harry Degler 
Jan Mario Dejean 
William Deldotto*
Derek Deville 
Connie Deweese 
Diosdado Diaz*
Robert DiPauli*
Helen Donaldson

FRIENDS OF THE GIBBON
$25,000-$49,999
BellSouth*
Broadcast Quality Inc.
Lee Bynum & Betty Miller 
Cobb Family Foundation 
Florida Department of State 
Lennar Corporation 
Mayor's Jewelers 
Miami Jal Alai & Summer Jal Alai

KOALA KEEPERS
$10,000-$24,999
American Airlines 
American Bankers Insurance 

Group
Dade County Public Schools 
Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation' 
Ron Esserman 
William J. Gallwey, III*
First Union National Bank* 
Moses & Beatrice 

Goodman Fund 
Thea Katzenstein 
Harry Kramer Memorial Fund 
Thomas Kramer Foundation 
Dora Miller
Carlos Oliva y Los Sobrlnos 

del Juez
Folke Peterson Foundation 
Ryder System, Inc.
Seagram Americas 
Southern Wine & Spirits 
SunTrust 
Univision

LION LEAGUE
$5,000-$9,999
Batchelor Foundation 
Beach Sound 
Beverage Canners

HG Worldwide Cosmetics 
Holland & Knight 
Home Depot 
Hot Cookies 
Barbara Ibarra-Scurr & 

Charles Scurr*
Jacobson Hat Company 
David Kaplan*
Donna & Mark Kass 
Henry & Shari Kaufman* 
Ethel & W. George Kennedy 

Family Foundation*

Blank Family Foundation* 
Broward Electric Car 
Eric & Linda Buermann* 
Caribbean Cigar Factory 
Chingos Foundation* 
Colorprinting 
Cordis*
Curbside Florist
Dade Community Foundation
Frank Fierro*
Gaudino & Assoc. Advertising 

& Marketing

$500-$999
Steven Abramson* 
Afternoon Tea Bake Shop 
Arabesque 
Don Bailey Carpet 
Barnie's Coffee & Tea 

Company 
Le Basque 
Barbara Becker 
Mr. & Mrs. William Berk*

GIRAFFE GROUP
$250-$499
A. Martin Abern 
John Adams*

* Denotes contributors whose donations include Feast ticket purchases. + Denotes a benefactor who is now deceased

THE COBB FAMILY FOUNTAIN

SUE M, COBB
ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA 1 

PRESIDENT, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WMw’ 
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 1997

The Cobb Family Fountain over Metrozoo’s Flamingo Lake.

The "Zoo On Wheels” van allows ZSF to reach neighborhoods, 
libraries, and festivals throughout South Florida.



Barbara Dube
Mr. &. Mrs. Raymond Dunleavy* 
Alfredo Duran*
Nolan & Betty Durre 
Mary Engh*
Arthur J. England*
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Evans* 
Allana Faber*
Tony Fadel
Joseph & Jeanne Farcus 
Frank Farrey 
Karen D. Fink*
Audrey Finkelstein 
Arthur & Amelia Finkle*
Carl Fiorentino*
Donald & Marilyn Flam* 
Alfredo Forns, Jr.
Fort Worth Zoological

Association 
Frank Fox 
Lawrence France 
Michael Frank*
Nancy Frier
David & Margaret Frum* 
Rhonda Fuchs*
Mary Gagen
Anthony & Deborah Gentele 
Bernard Gertner 
Jack Giacalone*
Stetson Glines*
Barton S. Goldberg*
Myrna Goodman 
Norman Gordon 
Edward & Molle Grad 
Joanie Graham*
Debbie Greenberg*
Michael Greif*
Rosa Guier*
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Gutlohn* 
Steve & Susan Hall*
Rena Harrington 
John Harris

James M. Hawkins* 
Patricia Hayes*
Nancy Hembree*
Jonne & Carol Hicks 
John Hoctor 
Mark Hoppe*
Cleve Howard*
Robert & Dina Hulnick 
Jason & Vanessa Israel* 
Beth & Daniel Kalbac 
Ellen Kaplan 
Ana Kardonski*
Lani Kaskel*
Robert Alan Kast* 
Deborah Kaufman 
Judge Howard Kaufman* 
Elena Keaveney* 
Barbara & David Keilen 
Pat Kelly*
Vikki Kirby 
Claudia Kitchens*
Ronald & Marilyn Kohn* 
William Korth 
Gary Krulik*
Angela Kurlander 
Brad Lanning*
Jerry Layne *
Charles LeBlanc 
Therese Lemaire* 
Halpryn A. Levin

Leonard Levy *
Gloria Lewis 
Jeanne Libman *
Martin & Barbara Liebling 
Alan & Linda Lubitz *
Hugh Lumpkin *
Douglas & Eileen Lyons *
Karl & Olga Magnusen 
Ronald Magram *
Richard & Dorothy Mahmarian 
Ann Maier *
Jose Maldonado 
Lynnie Mander *
Elizabeth Marlane 
Sarah Marmesh *
Marta Martin *
Shirley Martinez de Villa *
Don Marx*
David Maynard *
George McVay 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mead, Jr. * 
George Miller, III 
Dr. Gordon Miller *
Donna Miller *
Leonard Miller 
Cynthia Mitchell *
Kathleen Monahan *
Michael Moore *
Richard Morrison *
Robert Morrison 
Roberta Morrison 
Michael McCoy *
Charlotte Nagymihaly 
Navit Limousine 
Joyce Neff
Victoria Strauss Nunez *
Fred Oliva *
Carl L. O'Shields, Jr.
Lee & Kim Osiason 
Richard Ovelmen *
Mary Pankowski *

Michael & Cheri Parker 
Greta Parks *
Allan Pekor *
John Petersen *
Julius Pierce (f)
Gloria Plastow 
Amy Pollack *
David Prince *
Michael Prosser 
Rafael Quintana *
Wendell & Linda Ray 
Ronald Remis *
Alex Rey *
Aixa & Jorge Reyes 
Bob & Joli Reynolds 
Thomas & Betty Rhighetti 
Randa Richter *
Leonard Roberts & Elaine Klein 
Col. Thomas Roberts 
Jennifer & Michael Robinson * 
Clifford Rosen *
Royal Chessmen 
Richard & Cecily Rubinson 
Earl Rubley *
Safari LTD 
Jeffrey Samas 
Gerald Sauter 
Polly Schiff *
Richard & Sherrie Schiff

expression of trust, ZSF's development staff ensures that 
opportunities for giving to the Zoo match the financial 
capability, interests and preferences of potential donors, 
consistent with the direction established by the Board of 
Directors. There is a wide range of options, from member
ships or Adopt-an-Animal to commemorative bricks or tiles; 
from Trustee contributions to corporate or annual gifts; from 
Feast With The Beasts tickets to remembering the ZSF in 
estate planning."

William J. Gallwey, III 
President
Zoological Society of Florida

Neil Schneider *
Cindy Schwartz *
Stanley & Barbara Schwartz 
John Schwebel *

Ronald & Edna Sloan 
Don & Shelley Smiley 
Earl Howard Smith III 

& Ana A. Sootin
Robert & Susan Soper 
Spanish Lakes Communities 
Freda Spector 
Robert Spiegelman *
Peter & Electra Spillis 
Donald Spraque, Jr. *
Jay Steinman *
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Stubins * 
Rod & Ann Sturm *
Thomas Surman *
Mimi Sutherland *
Rhoni Tannebaum 
John F. Taylor *
Tech Air
Mrs. Isadore Tendrich 
Tex Mex*
Elizabeth Theus *
Tatiana Thorne 
Patricia Thorpe *
Rolf & Muffie Thyrre 
Roger & Jo-Ann Titley * 
Fredrick & Linda Titus 
Rosemary Trane 
Travel Association of Florida 
Susan Tripp *
Lori & Mark Undorfer * 
George R. Van Wyck 
Andy Varat *
Paula Vinsky 
David Way *
George Weaver 
Duchess & Jeffrey Weiner 
Libby Weir
Kelley Kosow Werner * 
Steven & Pam Wexner 
Ward & Betty Whitten 
Charlotte Wilkinson 
Don Willey *
Debbie & John Williams *

Carol Willis
Joan & David Wilson 
Marilyn Wine *
Ellen Winger 
Wishing Well
Wolfberg Alvarez & Partners* 
Helen & Horst Wolfenstein 
Michael & Kim Woodbury * 
John Wylie *
Carol Zeik
Cicely Zeppa

ZEBRA’S FRIENDS

$125-$249
Alma & William Adams 
Johanna Akins-Krohn 
Richard Alger 
Mark & Jocelyn Allison 
Thomas & Carol Allison 
Marian & Jerome Alperstein 
Norman & Stephanie Altman 
Susan Aprill*
Dorothy Aprix 
Dory Auerbach 
Blanche T. August 
Kashyap & Meina Bakhal 
Hans & Michelle Baumann 
Deborah & Esteban Becquer 
Barbara G. Bends 
Marlene Berlow*
Edward & Suzi Bernard 
Lawrence & Arlyne Birger 
Martin Bloom & May Roussel 
William & Leslie Bloss 
Sylvia S. Blount 
Teena Borek 
George Brathwaite &

Helen Tallman
Edward & Evalyne Brandstatter 
Steven & Eileen Brooks 
Betty Buchman 
Rep. Larcenia Bullard 
Paul & Suzanne Burkhart 
Henry & Ellen Buzgon 
Victor & Carola Calderin 
Benjamin & Jane Carnovale 
Miguel Carrodequas 
Lois Chumbley 
Louis R. Clark*
David Cohn 
William & Mary Collins 
Edmund Cosentino &

Karlene Punancy 
Carole Cotton 
Mary Crawford*
Pablo Croce*
John & Mary Cunio 
Doris Cynamon

& Kareyn Dacus
Corine & Robert Daise 
Albert & Jennifer Daniels 
Bradley L. Dansby 
Warren & Melanie Davis 
George Decarion 
Lawrence & Yuki Denmark 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Denmark 
George & Martha P. Deutsch 
William Dewald 
James & Eileen Dicke 
Steven & Holly Dohan 
David Dombroski & Karie Ross 
Margaret E. Dorfman 
Peter & Helen Dubovoy 
Robert & Gloria Duncanson 
Diane Durkin 
James & Debra Ebaugh 
John R. Edmonson 
Andrew & Nancy Egol 
Leslie & Joyce Egyes 
David & Jenny Eisenstadt 
Linda & Alex Embry 
Donald & Betty Ewing 
Ray & Claire Fair 
Harry & Debbie Felber*
Leslie Fellman*
Lisa Mottram Field 
Jacqueline & Gary Fink 
Sue & Michael Fischer 
Betty E. Florman 
Richard & Janet Forester 
Robert & Belen Fox 
Melvyn Frumkes &

Marsha Elser 
Monte & Linda Garnette 
Marsha Garrard*
Peter & Phyllis Garvette 
Richard & Susan Gaschott 
James Gillis & Jan Smith 
Linda L. & Sidney A. Goldberg 
Dorothy Goldsmith 
Robert & Robin Goodman 
Frederick & Judith Goosen 
Robert & Nancy Green 
Kenneth & Jerri Grossman 
Patricia A. Gullett*
Beatrice Guthrie 
Edward & Cheryl Guttenmacher 
Jon & Wendy Halpern 
Ronald & Paula Hamelik 
Charles & Marcia Hammond 
James & Joanne Hanifan 
Jack & Anita Hanks 
Dennis & Susan Hara 
Richard & Kathleen Hargett 
Anne E. Helliwell 
Arthur & Ouida Hemmings 
John Hendricks*
Yvonne & Sara Hoffman 
Betsy Hollander & Ann Hayes 
Linda Huett*
Robert & Barbara Hunsaker 
Ethel & Cynthia Ann Johnson 
K-Mart
Gerry & Judy Katz 
R.H. Keller & C.W. Patrick 
Pat & Steve Kellough 
Jack & Ruth Kessler 
Kenneth & Louise King

ZSF Education Director Nancy Hotchkiss shows a concept plan 
for the new Metrozoo Visitors Center/Education Court.

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Kislak 
Michael Knapp & Bonnie Forrest 
Mr. & Mrs. K. F. Kniskern 
Diane & Robert Koch 
Irvin Korach
Barbara Kornbau & Larry Sherry 
Joseph & Elaine Krafchik 
Bob Kramm
Irving & Marilyn Kreisberg 
Tracy Krulik*
Robert & Paula Lamont 
David & Andy Landsberg*
Diane Larkin 
Mary Laubner &

Joseph Tedeschi 
James & Georgine Lauth 
Robert Lawrence & Reina Welch 
Jeanette Lebenstein 
Eric & Paulette Lebowitz 
Patricia Lewis 
Joellen & Robert Lidov 
Henry Lione 
Mark Lipman*
Tom & Nancy Loane 
Pat & Walter Makowski 
Debra Marks*
Myron & Jean Marks 
Paul & Joan Mayer 
Ronald & Kathryn Medford 
Evelyn & Jack Miller 
George & Holly Miller* 
Theodore Miloch 
Paul & Adrianne Mittentag 
Donna Mole*
Claire W. Mooers 
Azorides & Miriam Morales 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Moure 
Murray Electric 
Fabiola Nachon &

Betty Melendez 
Mehrad & Jeleh Nadji 
Mervin & Elaine Needell 
Wesley & Barbara Nock 
Daniel & Terry Odell 
Michael & Benay Olkes 
Maribeth & Paul Orehovec 
Bonna L. Oyer & Clifton McNish 
Julian Pallares*
Henry J. & Julie M. Palm
Gloria Paston
Elaine Peacock
Ray H. & Georgia Pearson
Evelyn Pignataro
Marion L. & George W. Plossl
David & Zoe Preve
George R. & Ann L. Prochaska
Susan M. & Orris Quamme
Robert G. Radcliffe
Tina R. Redfern
Edwin S. & Celia Reynolds
Earl & Donna Rich
Robert W. & Mary S. Rivenbark
Jeff Roberts
Larry & Maria Roberts*
Glenn Robinson 
John G. Rose 
Donald S. Rosenberg 
Ruben & Carol Rothschild 
Alan S. & Joni F. Routman 
Mabel D. Russell 
Ron Samess, M.D. &

Claudette Samess 
Pedro Sanchez*
Mary L. Sandford 
Ellen Monroe Sanford 
Theodore & Margaret Sarafoglu

* Denotes contributors whose donations include Feast ticket purchases. + Denotes a benefactor who is now deceased.
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William & Linda Schaeffer 
Richard J. and Mary L. Schauseil 
Joseph & Heather Schimmel 
Jean N. Schlofmitz 
Fredrick & Harriet Segal 
Francis A. & Natalie F. Sevier 
Phyllis Shampanier 
Howard & Carole B. Silverstein 
George & Helen A. Simmons 
Gary & Julie Simon 
Allen Singer & Sara Dorison 
Melani Singer &

Laura Frombach 
Souheil & Jacqueline Skaf 
Gary R. & Sharon Slonim 
Chesterfield Smith &

Jacqueline Allee 
Dr. Arthur & Mrs. Ruth Sokoloff 
Steve Soto
Martha S. Sowden 
George L. & Joyce Spelios 
John T. Stewart &

Arnulfo De Leon 
Marilyn Sutherland &

Joey Glickman 
Donna Swann*
Jack & Evelyn Tallon 
Joan R. Thomas 
Pamela Y. &

Dr. Seymour Thomas 
Edward P. & Sandra Tietjen 
Michael & Deborah Troner 
Otis & Geraldine Tucker 
Colby Ula
Sandra L. Villa 
Jacquelyn & Carl D. Ward 
Wesley & Pamela Warner 
Charles R. & Isabel L. Weiner 
Leslie A. & Karen Wengrin 
David & Donna Weston 
Daisy & Terry Williams 
Joseph Witz*
Jay & Sandra Wolfe 
Mary Woodside 
Ellen & Fox Wooten 
Robert & Barbara Zankl

Sandy & Hilaire Fernandes 
Steven & Derry Fishman 
Kathleen Fisler 
Jim & Pegi Fitton 
Laurie J, Fitzgerald 
Rose P. Foreman 
Steve Forman 
Charles Fossler &

Patricia Brewer 
Hal Frazier &

Suzanne Koehler-Frazier 
Shirley & Stan Frederick 
Ann Freis
Ralph & Susan Freudenthal
Adam Friedman
Pat H. Fry
Joyce Galya
Jose & Miriam Garcia
Juan de Dios Garcia
Max L. Garcia &

Christine Gardiner 
Michael Garcia 
Donald & Marilyn Gardner 
Mark A. Gardner &

Gene McCutcheon 
Bruce & Zoya Garrison 
Pamela J. Garrison 
Jennifer & Samuel Getz 
Joan Getz 
Charlotte Gibson 
Carolyn & Chris Gilson 
Hannah Glenn 
Sandra Goetz 
Joann Goldberger 
Mark & Joyce Golden 
B.B. Goldstein

Marvin & Miriam Blum
Lisa Boas
Pauline Bojarski
Marjorie H. Bonien
Carrie Boone
Benjamin Brauzer
Richard Breder
Joyce Brewer & Ben Scotkin
Carole Brooks
Andrea Brown
Jack & Esther Brown
Vicki Brown
Wanda Browning
Joseph & Leslie Buchanan
Sarah & Hazen Burnet
Judy Burnhouse
Dawn Burton
Michael Bush
Rosa Butler
Stephen J. Byczek &

Linda A. Grafton 
Shirlyn Y. & Rick Caballero 
Patricia Canary 
Roger Carlton 
Kathryn Carroll 
Eve Cater
Sol & Miriam Center 
Harold Chambers 
Inga Chambers &

Penelope Bronsdon 
William & Dolores Chambreau 
Dave Chechila 
Martha Child 
Carol Cholasta 
Randy Clark
William C. & Sally Noon Clark

Elizabeth B. & Eugene Kohly 
Damien & Susan Kong 
Mr. & Mrs. James Korth 
Rick & Linda Kramer 
Donald & Marlyn Kremer 
Walter & Marion Krepling 
Amparo Krug 
Scott Kupperman 
Dawn & Bruce Lacoppola 
Louis L. & lleana La Fontisee 
Loleta Lampert 
Karlinne & Michael Lamphear 
Parry & Lorraine Larsen 
Sandra & Stuart Leib 
Paul & Mary Lennon 
Delia M. Leon 
Lisa Leventhal 
Lee Levin 
Albert Levine 
Suzanne Levitt 
Marc & Nancy Lipsitz 
Terence & Beverly Loftus 
Lila V. & Pablo Lopez 
Ray & Deborah Lorenzo 
Lowry Park Zoological Society 
Rosalind R. Ludwig &

Milton J. Mersel 
Henry, Rick, Mary Jane Lunsford 
Christa & John Lyons 
Karen Maciag 
Dennis Maclnnes 
Elizabeth & Katherine Mahady 
Pamela Marshall 
Tracy Maxwell 
Scott Malinconico &

Susan Finazzo 
Danette & Christopher Manzi 
Daniel Marks
Charles & Mary Kay Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Marx 
Lisa & Jay Massirman 
Duffield & Sarah Matson 
Dr. Wayne S. &

Lianne M. Maxson 
McArthur High School 

Ecology Club 
Micheline McCarthy 
Martha McClean 
Joanne & Cornelius McDermott 
Robert M., Jr. & Lucille McKey 
Mary McLees 
Virginia S. Mead 
R. L. Meek 
Lynda Meredith 
Patricia Merek 
Guillermo & Kathy Merlo 
Frances Meyer 
Alice & Ed Miller 
Robert & Tetsuko Miller 
Amy & Ricky Mittenberg 
Charlie Monson 
Steve Moorman 
Victor Moreno 
Kathleen Morrison 
Peter Moser
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Natelson 
Michael & Sandra Neijna 
James & Sharon Nelson 
Benjamin Nemser 
Douglas & Judy Nevins 
Laurel A. Nichols 
Richard & Bonnie Nichols 
Corinne Nielsch 
Rafael Nogues, M.D. &

Maria Nogues 
Mary M. Novak 
Kurt Olson
Barbara Ann Ossip

Edith Overly 
Dar Pace
Silvia & Linda Padron 
Rabbi Andrew Paley &

Deborah Niederman 
Leonard Parker Co.
Donna L. Patterson 
Owen Peller 
Alexandre B. Pereira &

Edwin E. Valladares 
Eleanor M. Perera 
Isabel Perez 
Ruth Petzold
Michael & Mary Ellen Peyton
Mary Alice Pilafian
John & Vicky Poffenberger
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Poliakoff
George E. Popadak
Barry & Lydia Post
Jim Power
Howard Premer
Steven & Helen Present
Ted Ramirez
Alan & Sue Rapperport
Lorenzo & Deborah Ray
Abbie & Margaret Reagan
Barry & Sandra Reed
Ruth Reed
Keith P. Reilly & Ann Podrasky 
Walter & Joanne Repetski 
Louis & Mildred Resnick 
Paul & Constance Rico 
Roque J. & Wendy Rivera 
David & Ruth Roberts 
Amanda & Patricia Robinson 
Elsa M. & Fernando Rodriguez 
Gloria Rodriguez 
Javier S. Rodriguez &

Sherry Christensen 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rogero 
Maria P. Rohas 
Christina Roman 
Elisabeth Romanik 
Alan & Marie Rosen 
Marvin Rosen 
Norman S. Rosen 
Eric & Paula Rosenberg 
Elaine & Ira Rosner 
William & Edda Ross 
Fern Rothstein 
Peter Russ
Judith H. Rybny 
Lori Sanchez
Rolando & Martha Sanchez 
Bermudez Santos &

Dafne Wittekind 
R. Sapoznik 
Elsa Sauma 
Connie Sax 
Neil & Nancy Schaffel 
Steve Scherker 
David & Linda Schlissel 
Robert & Barbara Schnepper 
Martha J. Schoonover 
Robert & Kathleen Schrank 
H. J. & R. H. Seiden 
Jan & Susan Seiden 
Sylvia Severdija 
Hank Shalom 
Norman & Sandra Shapiro 
Steven Shapiro 
Richard & Linda Siegmeister 
Mitchell & Kathleen Silver 
Leonard & Gail Silverman 
Charles & Sandra Simon 
Philip & Betty Singer 
Ira & Kathryn Skaletsky

Shirley Slabaugh &
Edward Cornish

Ronald Sloan 
Donald & Wendy Smith 
Frances Smith 
Harry & Joan Smith 
Shirley Smith 
William J. Smith 
Era Sochet 
Jimmie Songer 
Ricardo Stanoss 
Claudia Steadman 
Rick & Irene Steffan 
Robert & Melissa Stehlin 
Mr. & Mrs. John Steinbauer 
Bobby Stelher 
Sandra & Tom Stevens 
Charles Stiver, Jr.
Victor & Darlene Stosik 
Paul B. & Janice Comero 

Sumner
Sunset Preparatory School
William & Barbara Sutton
Heidi J. & Costas A. Syropoulos
Amikam & Arlene Tanel
Charles & Lillian Tarver
James & Greta Thiele
Russia Tighe
Andrew Tobias
Ronald W. & Sara Beth Todd
Martin Tracey
Curtis Trivett
George & Faye Tubbs
Geraldine Tucker
Dr. & Mrs. Ruben Ungaro
Jerry & Maria Upthegrove
Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Valdes
Jeff & Diana Vance
Walter & Mary Van Gundy
Marden Varney
Amy Vastardis
Mary Von Glinow & S. Kerr
Milton & Patricia Wallace
Warner & Darlene Ward
Andrew N. &

Carol Dawn Warner 
Lee & Elyse Waronker 
Jack & Anne Weiner 
August Whitcomb 
Peter Whitcup 
Jay White
Dorothy E. White
Gary Wilcha
Wildlife Artist
Donald & Mary Willey
Dorothy Williams
Terrence & Judy Williams
Barbara & Paul Wilson
Thomas Wilson
Robert & Mary Wissoker
Virginia Wood
James & Karol Yeatts
Cathy Young
James Zaharako
Gloria Ziskal & Edward Price, III

TOUCAN TRIBE
$75-$124
Action Landscaping 
Stewart Allen & Ann Roemer 
Herb & Sandy Allenson 
Helen Alpert
Marcelo & Betty Alvarez 
Sheila Anderson 
William W. Anderson 
Susan Appell
Ray & Fredrica Applebaum 
Robert & Xiomara Aquilino 
Adele Arnett 
Robert & Suzanne Auer 
Leon Aydelotte 
Wanda Babineau 
Hilda M. Bacardi &

Louis C. Vazquez 
Luis & Analicia Barba 
Andrew Barr 
Orlando Barranco 
David Barsa 
Douglas & Janet Bauer 
Marilyn Baumeister 
Jacqueline Baumgartner 
Gary Bazin
Sheldon Becher 
Joyce Bellanca 
Larry & Cheryl Bemis 
Barbara Bends 
Shelly & Richard Bermont 
Carolyn W. Betts 
Gina Beato 
Patricia Billings 
Bradford Bimonte 
Barbara Binns 
Charles W. Blowers

Caroline & Beth Coffey 
Albert N. Cohen 
George & Romesa Cohen 
Kathleen Conner 
John & Grace Conover 
Julia & Laverne Cooper 
Marc & Ruth Cooper 
Charles R. & Cinthia Corda 
Ruth H. Crane
Elizabeth Crespo & Jesus Tello
Mary Cross
Patricia Crow
Mildred Crowder
Patricia Cugno
Brian & Carol Cullen
Karen Curtis
Guillermo Cutié
Gerhard & Lori Dahl
Gerry Dana
Philip Daum
Sybil Davenport
Kathryn W. & Hector Davila
David Debarge
Jean Denton & Thomas Schafer 
Jeff Depalma
Charles & Catherine Depass 
Anna Deppman 
Richard & Janet Deutsch 
Tomas Diaz 
Marie Dillon 
Walter D. Dixon, Jr.
Time & Debra Dorr 
David & Mary Dumont 
Tully Dunlap
Gerald & Beverly Enerfield 
Anne M. Engle 
Robert & Jane Erdman 
Deborah & Paul Ewh 
Angela D. Fagen 
Cathy & Joe Fajardo 
Richard J. & Daria Ann Feinstein 
Carole Fenello

Brenda & Benjamin Gooden 
Debra Goodstone 
David & Lanqa Gordich 
Mitchell & Sandra Gordon 
Raymond & Renee Graff 
Bernard & Jackie Gran 
Carol Griffin
Ken & Jo-Ann Gutermuth 
Dolores Halliburton 
Harold Hanel 
Rick & Beryn Harty 
Shirley Haverfield 
Ken & Mary Heilman 
Kurt C. Heinonen &

Charlotte Peterson 
Rosemary E. Helsabeck 
Weston F. Hempstead 
Bob & Carol Henderson 
Bary & Cynthia Hersh 
James & Margaret Hobbs 
Mr. & Mrs. James Hodges 
R. Rodney Howell 
William & Andrea Hutchinson 
Mary J. Irwin
Bernard & Catherine Jacks
Adrienne Jacobson
Edna Jacobson
Lee Jenkins
Yamile Jimenez
Robert & Ruth Johnson
Terri Jourdain
Adam Karron
Gail & Andrew Katlin
P. J. Keagle
J. Mark Kemper
Rhoda Kent
Oral P. Kidder, Jr.
Jim Kirwan & Karin Zachow 
Barry Kitzbrunner 
Warren Klein 
Richard H. Kline 
Gary & Jeanette Kobialka

Denotes contributors whose donations include Feast ticket purchases. + Denotes a benefactor who is now deceased

Vicky Leiva, Metro-Dade Mayor Alex Peneias and wife Lilliam, and Rafael García Toledo 
at Feast With The Beasts ’97.

Participants from the “Attracting New Neighbors” planning 
conference funded by the National Science Foundation.

“Pets with Consequences” 
program at the Ecology Theater.
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LOOKING FORWARD 
TO THE NEW YEAR

T
his year, the Board of
Trustees will take an active 
position in the vital role it 
plays on behalf of the 
Zoological Society of 
Florida (ZSF). Trustee mem

bers support and promote ZSF through a 
personal annual financial commitment 
to the organization, and through social 
and political influence in the communi
ty. In addition, Trustees are educational 
ambassadors to the community, high
lighting the urgency and importance of 
wildlife preservation and conservation.

In return for the ongoing support pro
vided by the Board of Trustees, ZSF has 
diversified Trustee events and communi
cations. We introduced the newly 
revamped Behind the Scenes newsletter 
created especially for Trustee members, 
or as we call them, "Insiders." Beginning 
this fall a number of fun-filled "For 
Trustee Only" events are scheduled for 
members and their families. These activi
ties are designed to provide opportuni
ties for networking and socializing with 
friends who enjoy the natural wonders 
of our world. On Saturday, November 8, 
forty Trustees will be soaking up the 
sounds and sights of the River of Grass 
as they venture on an exciting "Habitat 
Sampler" field trip to the Everglades. 
Traveling from the wetlands to the world 
of haute couture, on Thursday,
November 13, the new Bloomingdale's 
Aventura is hosting an exclusive wine 
reception and fashion show by world 
famous designer Dana Buchman for ZSF 
Trustees, Directors and contributors. In 
appreciation of Trustee's "wild" side, and 
in celebration of the holiday season, ZSF
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THE PURRFECT HOLIDAY GIFT 
ADOPT A TIGER FOR $50 AND GET A FREE 
T-SHIRT WITH THE ANIMAL'S PHOTO. MAKE 
THIS YEAR'S GIFT ONE TO REMEMBER. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION CALL 305-255-5551.
(T-SHIRT ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 

THAN DECEMBER 10)

"The Balance in Harmony" is a working theme for the 11 th Annual 
Feast With The Beasts, scheduled for Friday evening, March 6 at 
Metrozoo. In addition to the spectacular culinary event, this year the 
Zoological Society will be offering other activities including a lecture 
by Dr. Richard Leakey, world renowned conservationist and anthro
pologist, at FlU's South Campus, and a special presentation and 
dinner "by invitation only" with Dr. Leakey at Mary Ann and George 
Batchelor's home. For more information please call 305-255-5551.
In the photo above, Board Member Diana Udel, Feast '98 chair.
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ZSF Board of Directors members Diana Udel, Ralph de la Vega and Jennifer Getz 
with Trustee David Klein. Photo: Sergio Alsina

and the Britto Central (Romero Britto's 
gallery on Lincoln Road) are hosting a 
big, splashy holiday event on Saturday, 
December 13. Trustee calendars will be 
filled with more exciting events in 1998!

Our fundraising goals for the 
1997/98 fiscal year are set a little 
higher to help us honor our 
commitment to supporting our 
home, Metrozoo. Effective October 
1, 1997, Board of Trustee member
ship will require a minimum tax 
deductible contribution of $1,250. 
This small increase in Trustee dues 
will enable ZSF to improve the 
scope of the Board of Trustees and to 
make member involvement more 
productive and enjoyable, while 
furthering ZSF's conservation and 
preservation mission.

Joining the Board of Trustees is a

financial commitment and a proactive 
statement in support of conservation 
and preservation of wildlife. In recogni
tion of that support, Trustees are invited 
to utilize their talents and expertise 
through participation in selected com
mittees such as Events, Development & 
Marketing, Membership, and Planning. 
Trustees receive invitations to exclusive 
"Trustee Only" events, the informative 
Behind the Scenes newsletter, name 
recognition in the community and all 
printed materials where Trustees are 
listed, plus other surprise treats.

As we begin this new fiscal year, 
please consider becoming a member of 
this very special support group, the 
Board of Trustees. Please contact Linda 
Nadler, associate director of develop
ment, at 305-255-5551 for more 
information.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
■ •• • • •

President
William J. Gallwey, III

President Elect
Edward Soto

Past President
Sue M. Cobb

Secretary
Jason Israel

Vice Presidents
Lynn M. Cambest 
Cynthia Curry 
David Konfino 
Daniel J. Licciardi 
Ralph de la Vega 
Sam Verdeja 
Andrew H. Weinstein

At Large
Jorge Arrizurieta 
Courtney Cunningham

Executive Director 
Glenn Ekey

Metrozoo Director 
Al Fontana

José Argamasilla Bacardi 
Joaquín Aviñó 
Rodney Barreto 
Sandy Batchelor 
Vince L. Berkeley 
Cory Boydston 
Kerry Clemmons 
Alfredo R. Durán 
Ron Esserman 
Jennifer Getz 
Lester Goldstein 
Frank N. Hawkins, Jr.
James Hawkins 
Sherrill W. Hudson 
Hon. James Lawrence King 
Mario López 
Sanford B. Miot 
Vicki A. O'Meara 
Marc Osheroff 
Marshall R. Pasternack 
Peter W. Roulhac 
Gonzalo Ruiz 
Eugenio Sansón 
Diana Udel 
Stephen A. Weber
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TORTOISES AND TURTLES

The African spurred tortoise is the third largest species of tortoise, with recorded lengths of over 30 inches and over 200 pounds. 
Photo by Ricardo Stanoss

By Steve Conners

Metrozoo General Curator

O
f the four major groups 
of reptiles, tortoises are 
by far the most popular. 
Snakes and crocodilians 
have few admirers. 
Lizards fare a little better, but their 
rapid movements (including up 
walls and across ceilings) make 

some people uneasy. But what is 
there not to like about a tortoise? 
Their slow purposeful gait, appar
ently caused by the "shelter" they 
carry around, their sorrowful eyes 
and shy demeanor combine to 
form an irresistibly cute animal. 
Metrozoo has a diverse collection 
of these "cute animals," with nine 
different tortoise species represent
ed, although not all on display.
The following article will cover a 
bit about each of these species 
and their place in the grand 
scheme of things.

"So what's the difference 
between a turtle and a tortoise?" 
you might wonder. Not much, 
really. Both are members of the 
order Testudines whose members 
are all easily distinguished from 
other reptiles by having a shell, 
four limbs, and a mouth with a 
beak rather than teeth. The term 
"turtle" is generally applied to 
aquatic species which tend to 
have a flatter shell and webbed 
feet or flippers, whereas "tortoises" 
tend to be mainly terrestrial with a 
high, domed shell and sturdy ele
phantine feet. Just to make the sit
uation confusing, we also have a 
turtle called a "terrapin," which is 
found along coasts of the south
eastern United States.

The little Egyptian tortoise is the 
smallest of the species in the Zoo's 
collection. The Egyptian tortoises 
are tan with black markings, and 
mature when only about five inch
es in length. As you may have 
guessed, they are native to the arid

lands of northern Africa, but unfor
tunately have been wiped out from 
large portions of their range due to 
collecting for the pet trade. In fact 
many of the Metrozoo's specimens 
were previously pets that came to 
us in poor condition due to 
improper care. Egyptian tortoises 
have recently been afforded legal 
protection from international trade 
which should allow them to make 
a comeback. The Zoo's specimens 
are held off display in the clinic 
and at the Children's Zoo, where a 
few babies have been produced.

Two very similar South 
American tortoises are presently 
housed in the quarantine area 
awaiting future display. These are 
the red-footed and yellow-footed 
tortoises. Both of these species 
are rather elongated in shape, and 
have colored scales on the legs 
which give them their name, 
although this can be variable (and 
confusing!). The shell is dark 
brown or black in both forms,

with a yellow spot in the center 
of each scute (or scale on the tur
tle's shell). The record 
yellow-footed tortoise measured 
over 30 inches long, but usually 
they are around 12-18 inches.
Red foots average a little smaller. 
People, in addition to large cats, 
prey upon both species in their 
tropical homeland.

Native to eastern and southern 
Africa, the leopard tortoise has a 
highly domed, straw-colored shell 
with numerous black spots. Our 
"leopards" have recently been 
placed on exhibit with the African 
spurred tortoises (across from 
warthogs). These gentle grazers are 
still abundant in both grassland 
and arid woodland habitats—still 
abundant probably because 
females have been known to lay 
up to seven clutches of eggs in a 
year. Their eggs sometimes take 
over a year to hatch.

Continued on p. 11

10



A»I\I»I«IVI»A«L_ W«O*R-L*D

Continued from p. 10

The world's third largest species is 
the African spurred tortoise. Lengths 
of over 30 inches and 200+ lbs. 
have been recorded, but the average 
size is much smaller. Their plain, tan 
shell undoubtedly provides camou
flage in the drying vegetation found 
throughout much of the year in their 
natural habitat. Spurred tortoises are 
found in areas of northern Africa 
south of the Sahara and north of the 
tropical forests. This is a large arid 
region with a short wet season. The 
tortoises survive prolonged dry peri
ods by burrowing into the earth and 
remaining inactive (estivating) until 
the rains and fresh vegetation return. 
Unfortunately, the Sahara desert is 
spreading southward due to overuse 
by humans of this delicate land
scape, indicating possible trouble for 
this species in the future. Although 
adapted to endure much drier 
conditions, our spurred tortoises live 
and breed very well in the south 
Florida climate.

Off the eastern coast of Africa lies 
the unique island of Madagascar. 
The island is home to many unusual 
plants and animals found nowhere 
else on earth. The beautiful radiated 
tortoise is one of these uncommon 
species. They get their name from 
the yellow lines which run from the 
center to the edge of each black 
scute on their highly domed shell, 
creating a striking starburst design. 
Radiated tortoises are endangered 
for a number of reasons and are 
being managed in zoos through a 
Species Survival Plan (SSP) in which 
Metrozoo is an active participant.
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The radiated tortoise is an uncommon species native to the island of Madagascar, off the eastern coast of Africa.

The biggest problem is the skyrock
eting human population on the 
island, which consumes space, veg
etation, and other resources at a 
constantly accelerating pace. These 
effects are most dramatic in the 
forested northern parts of the island, 
but the impact is also felt in the dry 
southwestern region where radiated 
tortoises are found. Religious taboos 
prevent the local inhabitants of this 
area from eating the tortoises, but 
not from capturing them for sale to 
other tribes for consumption. Add to 
this the problem of poaching and 
smuggling of specimens for sale to 
private collectors, and it would 
appear that the odds are stacked 
against this innocent reptile.

If you visit the Asian River Life 
Exhibit you will see a pair of tortois
es on display with the Indian munt- 
jac and demoiselle cranes. These 
are Asian brown tortoises, a species 
not often seen in captivity. We have 
observed mating behavior in the 
Zoo's pair but have yet to get any 
fertile eggs. Asian brown tortoises 
are one of only a handful of reptile 
species which guard their eggs. Not 
only do they guard the eggs, 
apparently they construct a nest of 
leaf litter and soil in which to lay 
the clutch! To our knowledge all 
other turtle species simply dig a 
hole and bury their eggs.

The giant Galápagos and Aldabra 
tortoises are among the most spec
tacular animals at the Zoo. They are 
very similar in appearance and size, 
with males of both species often 
weighing over 500 lbs.! Very large 
tortoises were once found in many 
places around the world (including

6 6 Although any species with a small restricted 
range could be considered at risk

of extinction, it appears that the Aldabra 
tortoise has a pretty secure future. 9 9

Photo: R
icardo Stanoss

Florida), but now they are restricted 
to the Galápagos, off the coast of 
Ecuador, and the Aldabra Atoll and 
Seychelles islands in the Indian 
Ocean, respectively.

Although any species with such a 
small restricted range could be con
sidered at risk of extinction, it 
appears that the Aldabra tortoise has 
a pretty secure future. The outlook 
for the Galápagos tortoise is far less 
certain. Numerous subspecies have 
evolved on the various islands in 
this archipelago, and some of these 
forms are already extinct. One of 
the subspecies is represented by 
only one last individual held in 
captivity at the Charles Darwin

Research Station and is appropriate
ly named "Lonesome George." The 
remaining populations are threat
ened by introduced animals such as 
rats and house cats—which eat eggs 
and babies— and feral goats— 
which consume the same plants that 
the tortoises need for food.

To counter these threats, a captive 
breeding program has been under 
way on the islands for many years. 
This effort returns captive reared tor
toises to the wild once they reach a 
somewhat predator-proof size. Zoos 
also have begun more coordinated 
efforts at captive breeding these 
giants. Many of the tortoises in this 
country trace their roots back to col
lecting expeditions that took place in 
the 1930's. Recent genetic research 
has revealed the precise local origins 
of all the specimens of Galápagos 
tortoise held in U.S. zoos. This infor
mation will allow us to pair animals 
that were originally from the same 
regional population, and thus dupli
cate what would take place during 
natural breeding on the islands.

The popularity of tortoises has led 
to their decline via exploitation, but 
it also has been helpful in enacting 
legislation to conserve them. Like 
most other wildlife, tortoises face a 
variety of threats to their future exis
tence. We must devise creative solu
tions to these threats in order to 
keep these inspiring animals around. 
The next time you visit Metrozoo 
take a moment to pause in front of 
the tortoises and relax. We can take 
heart in the fact that whatever trials 
they may face, tortoises will deal 
with their problems with a calm 
determination that has helped them 
survive for millions years.



HAVING A 
BEAST” OF A TIME 
FINDING YOUR 

HOLIDAY GIFTS?
Then shop at the "animal kingdom 

of the Toucan Trader gift shop 
at Metrozoo.

Members get 10% discount 
OF ALL PURCHASES.

A
s we approach the
new year, it is a good 
time to remember all 
those who have 

helped the Zoological Society 
and Metrozoo throughout the 
years. Paul Neidhart, together 
with his wife, Lois and son, 
Paul Jr. (“PJ"), has been a 
loyal supporter for many 
years. His business, Curbside 
Florist, a family-owned full 
service florist shop, has 
provided numerous flower 
arrangements and special 
discounts for various ZSF 
events totalling over $40,000 
in in-kind donations. You 
have probably seen some of 
the gorgeous floral creations 
which Curbside Florists has 
provided for Feast with the 
Beasts since its very 
inception.

"I remember visiting
Metrozoo as part of a South

Dade Chamber's committee 
visit (now Chamber South) 
when the moats were being 
dug," Paul recalls. "I always 
loved animals and, since I 
couldn't come to the Zoo 
very often, I decided to sup
port the Zoological Society 
and Metrozoo as vital parts 
of South Dade."

Paul is committed to help
ing our community. Besides 
serving as a ZSF Trustee, he 
also is involved with other 
organizations such as the 
Cultural Council, Inc., the 
Rotary Club, the Historical 
Society and Chamber South. 
"My wife is a born Miamian 
and I've lived here for over 
40 years. It's only fair to 'give 
back' some of what we have 
received from the communi
ty," Paul adds.

Thank you, Paul—we are 
proud to call you our "friend."
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THANK YOU!

From left to right: Paul Neidhart Jr., with parents Lois and Paul Neidhart.


