
FREEDOM BEACH FESTIVAL – CANCELED EVENT 

REPORTED BY MICHELLE SWABY-SMITH – VKBPT SPECIAL EVENTS LIAISON 

1. EVENT WAS BOOKED ON APRIL 1, 2016 AND WAS SCHEDULED TO HAPPEN ON MAY 29, 2016 

2. JOE (EVENT ORGANIZER) CAME TO THE OFFICE ON APRIL 1, 2016 AND WE DISCUSSED THE 

PROCEDURES OF DOING AN EVENT AT HVKBP.  ADVISED HIM OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FIRST 

CONTACTING THE STATE DUE TO TURTLE NESTING SEASON.  HE WOULD HAVE TO SPEAK WITH 

THEM ABOUT DOING AN EVENT THAT WOULD GO AFTER SUNSET.  GAVE HIM THE CONTACT 

INFO FOR VANESSA DORNISCH AT FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.    

3. VANESSA RESPONDED TO THE REQUEST AND STATED THAT SHE WOULD NEED A SITE PLAN TO 

DETERMINE IF THEY WOULD ALLOW THE EVENT TO GO ON UNTIL 9PM 

4. JOE TRAVELED OUT OF THE COUNTRY FOR 8 DAYS, SO THERE WAS NO COMMUNICATION UNTIL 

HE RETURNED.  RECEIVED AN EMAIL FROM HIM ON APRIL 29TH, 2016 SAYING THAT HE 

APOLOGIZED BUT THAT HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM CHINA. 

5. ONCE VANESSA TOLD THE EVENT ORGANIZER THAT THEY COULD PROCEED WITH PLANNING AS 

LONG AS THE INTENT WAS TO NOT TO GO PAST 9PM AND ALL REGULATIONS WERE COMPLIED 

WITH.  SHE ALSO FORWARDED THE EVENT FILE TO THE FWC.   I INSTRUCTED JOE TO COMPLETE 

THE ONLINE APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF MIAMI AT THAT POINT. 

6. AYLIN NEVER RECEIVED THE ONLINE APPLICATION AND IT WAS ABOUT TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO 

THE EVENT DATE THEREFORE I INFORMED THE EVENT ORGANIZER THAT THEY WOULD NEED TO 

RESCHEDULE.   THEY SELECTED JULY 3RD, 2016 FOR THE NEW DATE ON MAY 16, 2016 

7. ON MAY 16TH, 2016, THE EVENT ORGANIZER (JOE) WAS INSTRUCTED TO COMPLETE THE ONLINE 

APPLICATION FOR THE CITY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT AYLIN COULD ADD THE EVENT TO 

THE JUNE SPECIAL EVENTS MEETING.  ALSO REQUESTED A NEW SITE PLAN SHOWING THE 

ADDTL VENDOR TENTS AND OTHER ACTIVATIONS.  (THE ONE I HAD ONLY SHOWED THE STAGES, 

THE VIP TENT AND THE VIP SKYBOX.  WE SCHEDULED A MEETING FOR 5/24/16. 

8. JOE, FRANKEL & GARRETT CAME TO THE OFFICE ON 5/24/16.  THEY CLAIMED TO HAVE 

SUBMITTED THE ONLINE APPLICATION.  WHEN I CALLED AYLIN ON SPEAKER (DURING THE 

MEETING), SHE SAID THAT SHE NEVER RECEIVED THE ONLINE APPLICATION.    

9. DURING THE MEETING GARRETT WAS REPEATEDLY OFFENSIVE AND MADE SEVERAL 

DEROGATORY COMMENTS TO ME (SPECIAL EVENTS LIAISON – HVKBP).  ONE COMMENT WAS 

TO ASK “WHY THEY HAD TO DO THE EVENT IN THAT PIECE OF CRAP AREA…..”  HE MADE 

DISRESPECTFUL COMMENTS ABOUT THE TURTLES AND THE TROUBLE THE NESTING WAS 

CAUSING.  HE ALSO TRIED TO CHALLENGE ME BY MAKING NEGATIVE COMMENTS ABOUT WHY 

“THE TRUST DOESN’T JUST LET THEM DO THE EVENT AT THE PARK FOR FREE…ISN’T IT TAX 

PAYERS DOLLARS FUNDING THE PARK”.  I EXPLAINED THAT THE TRUST NEEDS TO GENERATE ITS 

OWN FUNDS TO OPERATE THE PARK BUT HE KEPT DEMANDING THAT WE GIVE THE EVENT 

EVERYTHING FOR FREE.   VERY DISRESPECTFUL! 

10. THE CONCERN WITH THIS FREEDOM BEACH FESTIVAL EVENT GROUP AND THE IMPETUS FOR 

CANCELING THE EVENT AT HVKBP, IS THAT THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY WILL NOT 

COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS IN A TIMELY MANNER AND THEIR ACTIONS GIVE US 

CAUSE FOR CONCERN AS IT RELATES TO THEM RESPECTING THE TURTLE NESTING RULES.   

THEY ARE CONFRONTATIONAL ON MANY LEVELS. 
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