VIRGINIA KEY BEACH PARK TRUST

In 1979 Miami Dade County transferred Virginia Key Beach Park to the City of Miami which took over
daily operations of the public park. In 1982 the City of Miami closed Virginia Key Beach Park, citing the
high cost of maintenance and operations. The park has remained closed ever since, except on a daily
rental basis and as a training facility for law enforcement agencies and large entertainment events. In
June 1999, a diverse group of citizens called the Virginia Key Beach Park Civil Rights Task Force was
established in response to plans of private development on the beach park.

Later that year, the Miami City Commission established the Virginia Key Beach Park Trust to oversee the
development of the historic park property. The Trust has been working diligently to provide the
community an estate for family events, community meetings, corporate meetings, as well as a pristine
beachfront for swimming and water activities. In August 2002, the park was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places and is also on the State of Florida Heritage Trail and City of Miami Historic and
Environmental Preservation list of protected historic sites. Historic Virginia Key Beach Park re-opened to
the public in February 2008 with many of the amenities of the past as well as some new venues as
suggested by the community. The Historic Beach Park is open to the public today; completion of a
native plant nursery, interpretive signage and the construction of an interpretive/cultural center remain
to be completed.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to carry forward the vision for the development and use of Virginia Key Beach Park,
promoting and maintaining absolute public ownership and access, fostering its perpetuation as a passive
open green-space that includes nature trails, recreational facilities and museum structures appropriate
and compatible with the nature of Virginia Key; preserving it as a valuable resource to be enjoyed for
posterity, and to honor the rich historical legacy of the social and civil rights history of South Florida.



