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Historic Virginia Key Beach Park 
is a Natural and Historic Treasure which has been restored and reopened 

to the public (in February, 2008, after more than a twenty-five year hiatus), with con tinuing 
plans to construct an indoor/outdoor interpretive museum experience for the en lire 82.5-acre site. 

Localed on one of the two southernmost barrier islands in the United States (with Key Biscayne), Lhe beach on 
Virginia Key is one of the most scenic locations in South Florida, free of views of tall buildings, and has been named 

"Miami's Best Beach" by the Miami New rimes in its annual series. 
'lhe historic site, once Miami's only official "Colored Beach" during the segregation era, was opened by Dade County in 1945 

in response lo a courageous wade-in protest demanding a bathing beach for the population that built so much of the community 
into an attractive place for others to visit and to adopt as a new home. 

Indeed, the Beach is fondly remembered, in spite of the onerous restrictions, by many for being a hub of Black life in the region, 
frequented by local residents, African American tourists, and often visiling celebrities who mingled freely with beachgoers. 

In 1999, the historic site was saved from being destroyed by private resort development scheme, thanks largely to the 
leadership and vision of late beloved community matriarch Mrs. M. Athalie Range, the late City of Miami 

Commissioner Arthur E. Teele Jr., former County Commissioner Dr. Barbara M. Carey-Shuler, and a 
host of Jedicatcd ~upporlers from a broad spectrum of the community. 

'the new museum experience will highlight Miami's unique African American 
history anJ heritage as well as the fascinating natural features 

of this cherished location . 
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