
FIU FOOTBALL 
TIMETABLE 

SU'.\1MER - FALL 1999: 
• Appoint Director of Football Development 

and Director of Football Operations 
• Launch FI U Football Founders and FI U 

Kick-Off Team Campaign 

F AI.I. 1999 - SPRING 2000 
• Begin renovations of FIU football Stadium 

C 

• Launch Season Ticket Campaign 
• Recruit coaches and first football 

student-athletes 
• Plan 2001 home and away schedule 

FALL 2000 - SPRING 2001 
• Inaugural team practices 
• Continuing recruitment of students-athletes 

FALL 2001: 
• Kickoff 

FIU FOOTBALL ... 
THE TRADITION BEGINS 

A Saturday evening in September 2001. 

The parking lots at FIU's University Park 
campus and adjoining Tamiami Park are 
overflowing. Thousands of Golden 
Panther fans are wearing blue and gold, 
and those same colors adorn the faces of 
hundreds of FIU students. The band phys 
fight song;. Cheerkaders pump up the 
crowd The coach shouts last-minute 
instructions to his phyers over the noise of 
the fans, who are all on their feet. The 
referee blows his whistk. Kickoff! 
FIU football has arrived. 

FIU FOOTBALL 
Don Strock 
Born: November 27, 1950 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
Virginia Tech 
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A veteran quarterback who played with the Dolphins 14 years, Don Strock started 
only 20 games in Miami, but emerged the team's relief specialist. His most memo­
rable moment being a 41-38 overtime loss to San Diego in which the Dolphins 
trailed 24-0 when he entered. A Dolphin from 1973 through 1987, Strock hit 388 
of 688 passes for 4,613 yards and received much credit for the development of Dan 
Marino early in Marino's career. 

Strock, a fifth-round selection of the Miami Dolphins in 1973, spent one year each 
with Cleveland (1988) and Indianapolis (1989). His 17-year NFL career statistics 
include: 443 completions in 779 attempts for 5,349 yards with 45 touchdowns and 
42 interceptions. Strock was involved in the NFL postseason 12 times and played 
in three Super Bowls (1974, 1983 and 1985) over his career. 

At Cleveland, Strock joined the team in a reserve role, but was called upon to help 
guide the Browns to the playoffs in an unusual season of quarterback injuries. He 
started two of four games in 1988 and was one of four starters at quarterback as 
QBs Bernie Kosar, Mike Pagel and Gary Danielson were all injury casualties. Strock 
signed with Indianapolis in 1989, but his role was limited. 

Strock, 48, began his coaching career in 1993 with Miami of the Arena Football 
League, guiding the team to a 5-7 record and the playoffs. In 1994, he joined the 
Massachusetts Marauders (APL), taking them to an 8-4 mark and the playoffs. 
Strock was offensive coordinator/quarterback coach of the Rhein Fire of the World 
League in 1995. Strock spent the next three seasons (1996-98) as quarterbacks' 
coach of the Baltimore Ravens, where, in 1996, he oversaw the second best passing 
attack in the NFL. 

Strock's outstanding college career involved a pass-oriented offense at Virginia Tech. 
Overall, he completed 628 of 1,174 attempts (53.5%) for 8,857 yards. Strock led 
the nation in passing as a senior, made an appearance at the Hula Bowl and was 
voted Outstanding Offensive Player at the Blue-Gray Classic. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in distributive education. Strock attended Owen J. Roberts High 
School in Pottstown, PA and lettered in football, basketball and baseball. He and 
his wife, Debby, reside in Pikesville, Maryland. 



FIU FOOTBALL 

STADIUM 
Projected expansion of existing stadium seating 
and locker room facility. 
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