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MESSAGE 
FROM 

THE PRESIDENT 

One thousand one hundred 
and sixty five days ago the 
Board of Regents charged me 
with the responsibility to build 
a new university. History will 
record that Florida International 
University officially opened on 
September 14, 1972. The 
building process has begun 
and it will last forever, because 
it is the nature of a university 
always to be building - the 
mind, the body, the spirit. 

This is a proud and joyful 
moment in the life of this 
institution of higher education. 
But our work to date is only 
the beginning for Florida 
International was conceived 
in the minds of men to 
serve mankind by constantly 
searching for truth and a 
better I ife. To these ends, 
as expressed in the 
University's three basic 
goals of Education of 
Students, Service to the 
Community and Greater 
International Understanding, 
we are totally committed. 





A UNIVERSITY IS BORN 

On June 22, 1965, by an 
act of the Florida Legislature, 
the power was given to the 
Board of Regents to create a 
state university to serve 
Greater Miami and South 
Florida. But funding was not 
available until four years 
later when on July 11, 1969, 
the Board of Regents offi
cially started th is new state 
institution, named it Florida 
International University, and 

selected Charles E. Perry, 
Vice Chancellor of the State 
University System, as the in
stitution's first president. 

This story will briefly 
outline the development of 
Florida International - an in
stitution of unique character 
and purpose that has come 
about as a result of the as
sistance and encouragement 
of many people. 

At that meeting in Jack
sonville, thirty-seven months 
ago, the Board of Regents 

charged President Perry with 
the responsib ii ity to build a 
university that would serve 
the vast South Florida urban 
region. But, by the very 
choice of name for the new 
institution, the Board invited 
the University to th ink be
yond the confines of a re
gion, of a state, of a nation, 
to the needs of a world. The 
Regents dared Florida Inter
national to be one-world in 
both its viewpoint and in 
its educational mission. 

The State Board of Education 
and The State Board of Regents are authorized to 
establish a degree granting university in Dade County 

To meet this challenge, 
the University expressed its 
mission in terms of three 
basic goals - education of 
students, service to the com
munity, and greater inter
national understanding. The 
following will describe what 
was done to achieve these 
three important and exciting 
goals. 

When the first cadre, 
numbering four, arrived on l the Tamiami Campus site, 

: they found an abandoned 
g airport on 344 acres pro
J vided by the citizens of 

Dade County. The "Found
ing Team" gave the old con
trol tower a fresh coat of 
ivory paint, borrowed some 
furniture, used a few card
board crates, and began plan-

FLORIDA STATUTES 239.012 

ning and developing a major 
state university in the larg
est metropolitan area in the 
United States without a 
public baccalaureate degree 
granting institution. 

During the first several 
months, architects and con
sultants combined their ef
forts with an expanding 
Florida International staff to 
develop a comprehensive 
master plan. The master 
plan, entitled The Birth of a 
University ... and Plans for 
Its Development, outlined in 
detail the actual operating 
procedure for the University 
through 1980 - its phil
osophy and its needs in 
terms of organization, cur
riculum, finance, building and 
staff requirements. 

INTERIM FACILITIES 

Even though the Master 
Plan outlined the timetable 
for the University's major 
building program, interim 
facilities had to be located. 
At first the tower would suf
fice. Then five trailers were 
rented when the staff in
creased to 49. All structur
ally sound buildings on the 
old airport were patched up 
and put to use at an esti
mated savings of $120,000 -
one old hangar became the 
temporary library where 
more than 100,000 vol-
umes were processed by a 
hard working crew of li
brarians; another became the 
physical plant and mainten
ance shop; another the 
physical education and re
creation building; and another 
was designated for use by 
the Fine Arts Department. 

In January, 1971, a 
10,000-square-foot modular 
two-story office building was 
constructed at the cost of 
$9.87 per square foot. As the 
staff grew from 59 in Feb
ruary, 1971, to 189 in Sep
tember, 1971, four more 
trailers were rented and five 
were purchased. In January, 
1972, the staff totaled 197; 
as of July, 1972, it had 
reached 308, and today, 
September 14, 1972 - the 
day of the official opening -

the number stands at 650. 
One of the most memor

able moments came in Jan
uafy, 1971, when 2,500 per
sons attended the Official 
Groundbreaking Ceremonies 
for the first building now 
named Primera Casa. The 
then Secretary General of the 
United Nations, U-Thant, gave 
a brief, but brilliant address, 
and Governor Reubin Askew 
presented an inspiring speech 
filled with encouragement for 
the University's international 
mission, as well as for the 
goals of the education of 
students and service to the 
community. 

MODEL OF TOMORROW 

Another memorable event 
occurred in June of 1972 
marking major progress ;n 
the planning for the Univer
sity's I nterama Campus. Th is 
was the signing of a docu
ment that holds the key to 
the fulfillment of a dream -
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The program printing 
was made possible 
through the generosity of the 
following companies: 

Eastern Air Lines 
GAC Corporation 
The Miami Herald Publishing Company 
Southeast Banking Corporation 
Southern Bell 

Florida International University 
extends its appreciation 
to these public-spirited business 
organizations for their continued 
support of higher education. 
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