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REPORT ON ATHLETIC TRIP
TC COLOMBIA, SOUTH AMER

; TRIP DETAILS

INITIAL CONTACTS

In October of 1%73, when Florida International University
played the Uni§ersity of Miami in soccer, the Athletic
Department invited Mr. Simon Daro to be their guest since
the winner bf that game would receive the Darc Cup emblematic
of intercoilegiate soccer supremacy in Florida. Mr. Daro had

§

lived in Bogota, Colombia for 45 years . during which time

he had made many f£riends, especially with those in the sports

world due to his interest in soccer. He, therefore, asked us

if we would be interested in going to Colombia since he knew of

-

some contacts which could help us in working out arrangements.

Ui

4

We indicated we webe interested and asked him to meet with the

]

Director of Athletics, the Chairman of the Athletic Council
and several coaches tce further discuss the matter.

The meeting was hald and he gave us the names of several
men with whom he had been speaking in Colombia, includinc
Dr. Zuluaga, the Directer of Coldesportes and Dr. Galeanc, the
Director of CODUC, the University Sports Committee. It was

agreed at this meeting that this was an opportunity we should

explore. Accordingly, a letter was sent to Coldesnor

explaining our desire to meet with them. A message was also
taken to them in person by Mr. Daro since mail

between Colombia and the United States is not alwavs reliable
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sometires words are lost in translation.

The gentlemen representing Coldesporteé were most anxious
to hear of our interest and invited the Director of Athletics,
Dr. Paul E. Hartman, to visit them the first week in December
in oxder to set up an exchangs program. The trip was cleared
through the University and on December 4th Dr. Hartman began
a seriss of meetings with Directors of various sports programs
in Colembia while a guest of the Colombian government.

At the meetings Dr. Hartman was informed that the

2

Colombian people were interested in three séparate projects.
One, the exchange of athletic teams in oxder to develop betier
international relations and improve the guality of athletics

in Colombia. Second, was a program whereby Florida
Internakional University would try to help identify outstanding
coaches particularly in basketball and baseball who would be

@

willing to come to Colombia for a period of one to three months

to put ¢n clinics and help them develop advanced ccaching techni

Third, was a proposal supportaed by the Colombian Ministry of
Education which involved‘the possibility of Florida Internation
developing a training program for Colombian physical education
teachers. This program would be held in Miami at the Florida
Interrational University cempus and would be funded for the
most part by a grant that Colombia had from the United States

govirnment for the purpose of developing better teachers.
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Following the meetings Dr. Hartman was taken on a three

city tour cof Colombia -- Bogota, Cali, and Medellin -~ in
order to s=e the athletic facilities where teams would be

participating if they should come to Ceclombia. The decision

LS

wam'reacﬁeﬁ at this time to invite Florida International
University to bring teams in soccer, wrestling, tennis, and
basketball tc Colombia the first week in February. Limits
were set as to the numbexr of individuval team members and a
total delegation number set at 50,

Dr. Hartman then brought the proposal back to Florida
International University and presented i£ to the Athletic
Council. The Council approved the trip and made a subsequent
proposal to the Budget Committee requesting a $5,000 financial

support of the teams' transportation cost to Colombia. The

Colombian government had agreed‘to pay for all expenses while
in that country. Receiving final confirmation, members of the
Athletic Department went to work readying themselves for the trip.
GETTING READY

Many plans had to be made for taking a delegation of this
size to a foreign country. Players bgd to be selected for
the various teams, visas or passports had to be prepared;
individuals who did not have small pox shots had to get
vaccinated, transportation arrangeaments had to be made with

an airlines that would fly into Bogota, gifts had to be
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bought to exchange with the various athletic teams, last
minute details had to be taken care of pertaining to class
assignments, news releases, and trangportation to the airport.

A fitting climax to the period of preparation was =z
serd-off party on Thursday evening, January 3lst, by the
Sisters of Bogota. This group made up of mainly Colonbian
people living in Miami hosted a cocktail pariy on the
fifth floor of the Primera Casa for éll_traveling squad
members and their friemds. Mr. Simon Daro provided an
elaborate cake with a replica of.his soccer trophy on top.
At this affair the group alsc dongteﬁ $150 to the Athletic
Department tc use towards international travel.

Airline arrangements had been made with Aerocondor who
not: only gave the University a group rate due to its large
numbeyx, but alsc a further reduction partly due to the fact

-

that a number of the soccer players play for the Aerocondor
soccer team in Miami. The total cost per person round trip
to Colombia was $120. The only drawback to the flight was
that it left at 5:00 a.m. meaning most of the people had tn.
get up in the eariy morning hou:s or.in the case of some
individuals did not go to bed at all. Nevertheless, everyone

was on time and the trip got off to a very smooth beginning.




ARRIVING IN BOGOTA

After an easy flight and a short touchdown at Medellin
Airport the delegation arrived in Bogota at approximately
10:00 a.m; on Saturday, Eebruéry 2nd. A partial itinerary
had been sent to the delegation prior tc leaving Miami and,
therefore, they knew that the t rnis team and basketball
clvb would be in action the first day and that the soccer
team would be playing the second day.

Meanwhile, the wrestling team would be housed ‘in
Cali and be‘tzaveling directly from the Bogota Airport at
2:00 p.m. that afterncon.

The teams in Bogota were housed in a middle price hotel
called the Santa Fe‘located in the old section of the city
and guite near many of the interesting shops and the
Fresiﬂenti&l Palace.

The basketball team which was to play at 1:00 g,m.'in
the afternoon had a job cut out for them. Not only had they
been traveling most of the night, but'they were about to play
on national television a£ an altitude of 8,500 feet against
the best team in Colombia. Our club which was more or less
& pick up group of undergza&uates, graduates, and faculty
memdexe had been playing together for a number of games,
but these had bhesn back in the Btates under Aﬁerican rules
and they were about to be baptised to play under internatiénal
conditions which they found were entirely different. The
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object:of international rules is to not let a person take
an easy shot; therefore, if a person beats you or is about
to take a layup vou foul him. If the shot was not in proyress
they merely take the ball out of bounds. bMost foreign
teams do not have one or two outstanding stars, Sut 12 equally
skilled individuals and fouling out does not Seem to matterx
as much as it does in American basketball. |

No one can say for sure what happened to the squad in
the first ten or fifteen minutes of the game, but they did
" not play anywhere near their potential and found themselves
behind 22-C before they scored a point. From then on
throughout the rest of their games the contests were fabﬁly
even. Officiating and international rules remained the
_greatest problem throughout the trxip as the basketball squ&d
went on to win one of four games. However, in fairness to
the club they did maintain a high degree of sportsmanship
under adverse conditions and the opposition was more skilled
than most of us gaﬁe them credit.

Although the Colombians had no big men to throl against
us they had large numbers of men that could run, jump, ball
handle, play defense and score with a_great deal c¢f proficiency.

To give one a little bit better picture of hew our team
adiusted, the next morning at 9:00 a.m. we played the same
team and almost did ‘a turnabout as we -jumped off to a
commanding lead.and led them for most of the first half

before Colombia finally overtook us and won by : few points.
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The ténnis team was up against some of the same negative
factors, altitude, clay surfaces, and personnel who probably
ware not legitimate university students. The number one man
on the Colombian Uni#eraity team was the brother of onge of
the Davis Cup stars who beat the United States in the recent
Davis Cup match. The number two player was the tennis coach
who was the sixth ranking plaver in Colombia and the number
three player was a thirteen year old high school sophorore
who had already bgen playing on an international level and

had played against some of our

i

layers in a recent tournament
in Miami. il

with this type of opposition the tennis team got off
to a vey slow start dropping ali eight of its matches,
including six by the men and twbvby;the women's team which
had been borrowed from Dade Nofth'ané Scuth for the purposse
of the trip. The tennis séuad was also to meet the same
team the next day‘and suffered a similar fate.

The soccer team was also experienaing the same type of
frustration, éititudey and some opposition that we wouldn't
normally consider university students. The team that they
were playing was the champioﬁship uni@ersity team, bué
three of their front line were professional players for the
top professional team'ié Colombia. 7These men dominated the

~game and scored several of the goals that eventually led to

a 4-1 setback for the FIU bootexs. The game’was played




before 40,000 fans who had come not only to see their best
university team play, but alsc the professional match which
would follow. ﬂ

_Meanwhile, down in Cali the wrestling team was holding
the FIU banner high. The Colombian National Team was brought
in against them and although some of our men had to wrestle
as many as three matches in a row in order to meet the
best Colombian wrestler in that weight.diviéion, our team
was victorious.

On Monday the three teams in Bogota flew to Cali to
join the wrestling team and continue the competitive program.
The basketball team won one and lost one; the soccer team
won one and tied one; and, the tennis team won both theix
matches. The wrestling squad going up against an all star
groﬁp in Boga, consisting of many of the national team
members they had wrestled two days before, was even better
as they lost only twe bouts in the entire match.

While in Cali a number of the coaches and other prcfessors
in the delegation gave cénferences in their specialty areas.
Talks were given in kinesioldgy, psychology of sport, and
organization and administration of athletics. These were very
well received and some of the individuals were approached to
~give talks in Medellin and alsc possibly come back to Colombia

at & later time to give further presentations.
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While competition was being held other individuoals in
the delegation were exploring the possibility of coach and

professorial exchange programs and developmeni of the training

program for Colombian physical educaticn teachers. Individuals

from Florida International University went out into the local
schools and observed physical educatign and health prograns
and talked to a number of the teachers.

Our hosts in Cali also provided us with many cultural
experiences including_toursg mﬁsical demonstrations, and
folk dancing. Prior to our leaving a lunch was held at the
beautiful Cali Country Club and presentations consisting of
silver trays inscribed to each particular sport were
pregented to the coaches as menentos of their trip to Cali.

On Thursday the delegation took off at 2:00 p.m. in
anticipatioﬁ of a short flight to Medellin. However, it
was not in the stars as weather intervened. The flight
haéd a short stopover in Parid. When we_landed at that small
gity it was raining and ﬁppn taking off weather seemed to get
better, but as the wheelé were lowered to land at Medellin
the airport inforﬁed_thé plahe,thét it wag closed due to cloud
conditions. The plane turned back to Parid and when it was
about half way there.got,word that the airport was again open.
The plane, however, was running short of fuel so the captain

decided to keep going to Parid, refuel, and fly to Medellin.
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Unfortunately, Medellin has no lights and, therefore, it
was necéssary for us to refuel immediateiy since it was now
after three in the afternoon and the Medellin Airport would
close by six. Ironically, only one man in Parid is authorized
to pump gasoline and he had left the airport and could not
be found. By the time he was located and got back to the
airport it was 8:00 p.m. Aftér~the plane . was fueled the entire
delegation was flown to Bogota and housed in a hotel overnight.
The next day they were flown to Medellin.

Although the‘teams were only at this beautiful city for
one day it was a fitting climax to the trip. The weather
and scenery were beautiful and a warm conéenial feeling spread
over.the entire group as they departed for Miami on Saturday,
February 9th.

While in Medellin the soccer team and tennis team won
their matches: The basketball team lost their final encounter.
At a banguet on the last night Dr. Hartman was presented with
a small plaque as a remembrance of the team's trip to.Colambia
an¢ he in turn presented.our heost Dr. Galeano with a pen set
from Florida International and presented other gifts to the
hosts from that city.

The trip back to Miami was uneventful except for a great
deal of time spent checking into the airport at Medellin anﬁ
again going through customs and immigration upon arriving in

Miami. It was found that there were four young men on oux
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soccer teém who had not kept their visas up to date and they
were detained at Miémi International Airport until we could
fill out the proper papers. They were released pending
further investigatién. Monday we were able to straighten out
the visa situation. Apparently one man'ﬁqs all right; it
ha¢ been an immigration official's mistake, but the other
three men needed to take out new visas.

REFLECTIONS ON THE TRIP :

Gifts. .Floride International University spent approximately
$200 on gifts for friends in Colombia, but in the final
analysis it appeared that this probably was not enough. The
$200 was absorbed in decals for each of the players that we
playgd against which cost 25 to 29 cents each, small‘pehnants
for most of the teams we played against which were $1.50,
two banners for each of the cities that we played in for the
hest and the Coldesportes headquarters were $5.95 each.

FIU logos which were given to coaches, game officials, and

city cfficials that were involved with making our trip
successful were purchase& for $1.40 each. A tie tack costing
$1.50 was purchased to give to a Colombian official as an
emergency gift and a $16.00 pen holder and plague was purchased
to give to Dr. Galeano.

We ran out of the pennants, logos, and decals and in return

we were given little banners, the silver trays previously mentioned
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and thé plague presented to the Director of Athletics by
Dr. Galeano. Theie were also a few exchanges in terms of shirts
and things of that type which are traditional on international
friés. | ¢
Prior to the trip Mr. Simon Daro had indicated that he
wanted Dr. Hartman to get together with his plant manager
in Bogota, Mr. Bernard Foreman, and selact a trophy. When
Dr. Hartman met with Dr. Galeano to discuss the trophy it
was decided to purchase twoe treophies symbolic of the f£riendshiv
between the two coﬁntries.' Therefore, twe identical trophies
were obtained and on it was written, "Simon Daro Cup of
Friendship, Florida International University, Colombia, 197(."
The Colombians have a trophy with the inscription in
English and Florides-International Univerxsity has a trophy
with the inscription in Spanish. The trophy is a silver
bowl which §ets atop a sterliing silver tray which is decorated
around the édge by shields from the various cities in Colombia.

Accommodations. The team was housed in adeguate

accommodations. The hotel in Bogota was satisfactory and the
Intercontinental Hotel in Medellin was outstanding. However,
the facilities in Cali presented severzal prcblems. The team

was housed in bunk rooms with as many as five men o2y room.
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The bunks had wooden bottoms with either foam or thin cotton
mattresées on top. This coupled with .the noisy hallways and
several other people in the room made it difficult for some
individuals ﬁO‘sleep; In addition, the athletic complex

was secured at 10;30 p.m. in the evening ﬁaking it very
difficult for ouf athletes to come and go after that time
period. This was mainly due to the fact that the Colombian
athletes training for the Central American Games were

also housed in the same complex and for discipline B ahoak
had to be in by that time period. This was hard for some of
our people to accept. _

° The food in the complex was acceptable, Sut not up to
the standards cur people were used to. It was very bland
with meals consisting of such items as rice, fried chicken,
jello, and a salad. Overall the food ranged from average to
very good and we were given a lot of traditional Colombian
food which may ox may not have been good for our digestive

tract, but certainly was helpful to our culturél understanding.

Medical Problems. he were very fortunate to not only

have a trainer, but alsc our team physician, Dr. Joseph Kalbac,
and his wife actompany us on the trip. Dr. Kalbac paid his
own way and in addition to dsnating his serxvices brought along
a large number of medical supplies and was on call 24 hours

" a day. Several nights he and the treiner were up most of the

v
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night with sick individuals. Overall approximately two-thirds of
the delegation were sick and needed medication., It wés hard to
trace ex&ctly the cause of the problem. All of the digestive
complications did not seem similar in nature and some were not
affected at all. It was thought that maybe the water was a
problem as we so often hear, but the people in Bogota, Cali,
and Medellin claim the water was pure and it must be something
else. It is quite possible that they were right. The strange
food, the altitude, the tired condition of the athletes and
pathogens all might have contributed to cause some of the
internal disturbances.

- No one was seriously hurt athletically, although one
individual, a soccer player, did have an attack of blood
poisoning and was hospitalized for a day. Complete medical
reports are available from either the trainer or Dr. Kalbac.
From this experience we learned that it is extremeiy beneficial
to take qualified medical personnel along with us on any
extended tripe to foreign countries.

Schedule. The schedule that the athletes had was easy
by American standarxds, but due to the travel, the stomach
conditions, the sightseeing, and other cultural aspects the
players wanted £0 absorb the schedule was fairly demanding.
Paxt of the problem lay in the fact that coaches wanted to
practice at times when they weren't competing in order to
adjust to altitude or international rules and to maintain a high

degree of condition such as the case with the wrestling team.
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Because of this there was not as much free time as some of the
playérs would have liked. However, they have to remember that
the basic purpose of the trip was for international'understan&ing
through athletic competition and, therefore, energies sghould
be channeled in that directiocn.
It was suggested that on future trips, especially to
a country such as Bogota which has an altitude factor to
consider that some gradual working up to that altitude level
be incorporated in the itinerary.

. Culture. Despite the schedule most of our delegaticn
were able to fréquently visit shops and buy many objects to
bring home. ' As previously mentioned téurs were arrvanged
for those whoe wanted to avail themselves 6f the opportunity
and at various times students were brought in from the
universities for musical and dance demonstrations.

Proposed Visit of Colombia to Miami. It is hopeful

that money can be raised in the next few months that will

- enable us to invite teams from Colombia to Miami next October
or November. Our entire'&elegation feels very stxﬁngiy about
returning the hospitality that was so graciously extended :
to us by the Coleombian people. We would invite them‘here
undexr the same program and same terms that we were invited to
Colombia. They would pay their way here and we would house,
feed, and set up schedules for them while they are in the

Miami area.
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A committee is curcently baing formed to work on this project
and it is hoped that it will bescome a reality beéfore the
year is out.

-

Other Programs. While we were in Colombia we #id not.

4
i

neglect our overall mission ofi developing a broad based exchange
program invelving both tsachars and cosches and the development
of a training program for Colombian physical education geachers.

g

Extensive work has been dene in this area and a nuwber of ou

i

people made excellent contacts. Within the next two weeks 2

proposal will be made by our Univarsity to the Colombian
0K ] : : ) ¢ : B . 3
Ministry of Education to invite Colombian students to the

-

Miami avea during.the summer moaths for raining in physical

ledﬁcatien.

Public Relations. One area where we feél Qe‘dié_ﬁot:do
-a very good job was in info;ﬁin@ the»ﬁhiv¢xsity and the '
Miami community of &mx daily progress éhroughout-cur trip.
Unfbftunately, communications are not very good between Colombia
an& the Uni£éd States. - Telephone Callsvhave,tOGbe plaéed many
hours ahead of time and air mail takes a week or more to be
delivered. Theltélegraph gervice is not much better than
be put forth sinﬁe.dne of the reasdhs'icr &éhleticg-is
public relations amd we want the cdmmﬁnify te know our desire

to improve international undaxstanding, Regardless much more
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should have been done prior te departure and following the
trip so that the Universitf“might'benéfit_from further community
support in this area,

Final Summégz; In short, the trip can be termed a great

success. The cost to the University will run about $8,000.

Most of this is involved in the transportation cost of qétting
64 people to Colombia. It is hoped that most of this money
w111 be eventually repaid to the UnlveISLty and to the Athletlc
budget through private donations. However, the education gained
from this experience cannot be measured in dollars., It can

only be measured in the attitu“es and understandings of the
ydung people'and faculty who made the trip and the implicatibh
to their lives that vhxu internaticnal experience has afiorded
them. .Hopefully, somewhere, sometime our world will be a iitﬁle
bit better because a few more people ndw understand a little

but better their neighbors in a far away place.
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REPORT ON ATELETIC TRIP
TO COLOMBIA, SOUTH AMERICA

PHILOSOPHICAL REFLECTIONS

One has to wonder why a university should spend $8,000
to send a group of students and faculty to South America for
a week. This qﬁestion becomes even more imporfant when
during the trip athletes are observed emotionally involved
in winning a'ball’gamﬁ which in essence shouid not mean very
much since no championship or other reward is involved. One
further Qonders why, the investment when'they hear negative
remarks about accommodaticons, food, or schedule. Yet, in the
final analysis, although no tangible reason can be pointed
Qut,‘the feeling is, "what a great experience, let's try to
do it again." :

It was also noted as the trip progressed that those who
once grumbled began to praise. Those that were laét in the
heat of competition now shake hands and exchaﬁge‘gifts and
those who were ﬁgnderiﬁg wvhat it was all.about begin to
appreciate not only people whom they did not fully understand,
but also begin to develop ‘a deeper understanding of their own
life and of American culture. i
Oux basketball players could not understand much of the
‘grabbin§ and rough play leading to fouls on the part of the
Colombian teams. This was dus in part to the way Americans

are taught to play basketballg They conld not conceive of the
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fact fhat the Colombian childreﬁ are taught tb‘play basketball
using international rules and that thls is the styka that they
feel.is correct. BY the f£ifth game, however, whethel our.
athleteé underétood the true cultural implications or not it
was our delegation that was fouling and grabbing and the
Colombian plavers who seemed té_%e a litile bii bewildered.

" An analogy canvbe~draﬁﬁ beéweeﬁ some of-thélpxoblems
we faced on our trip and problems we face'iﬁ)ﬁur.Own country.
We often fail to realize when attempting to communicate with
pedple'wﬁb afé fFrom a 6ifferent bacquéund that they perceive
things dif 1untly. Wﬁaﬁ we feel i;.QrOng may be perfectly
acceptable behavior to others because of their heritage and
our understanding of these reactions alleviate a great many
negative énc6unters with tﬁeag individuals;' This, then, is
the purpose ior an inférnétional;tripL Net only to learn
abbﬁt ﬁeoplé'df oéhet'lan&s, bﬁt also o) nelp 1 und rstand
our own a little bit beétar*

e
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t of us.hava'éa& to a~“wer ,he questlw" wiat does
international stand for? . T%e D”Vts on of Haoltp, Physice
Education, Recreation and Atnletlcs has put a great deal of
effort into trying to find an answer to this question.
International content has been added .to the eurriculum.
Intefnationél otndents hav bean sowgnt ?ﬁr our athletic teams.
-We have nartaken in programs sueh as Cuban Awarenefs and

language speaking courses. We have hired individuals with
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internaéional'interests. Despite these efforts we did not
feel we were meeting our international commitment. In athletics
we did not just want to take trips abroad, recruit foreign |
athletes, or promote our program with international flavor,
but to understand people of other lands in the hope that this
would in turn contribute to a better world.

Iﬁternationai understanding is perhaps the key to
world peace, poverty, pollution, energy crises and other
problems. We feel wé& have taken one small step in this
direction and hope we can continue to make these experiences

available to our students.
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