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Th need for a Child Care C nter on the campus f 

Florida Tnternational Uni 1ersity as discussed by many from 

1972 to 1974 and was documented by tie collection of iata by 

a. student, Barbara O'Nan and a fa ... ulty merrJ..··"::~r, Dr. Juel Janis 

d ring 1974 

The faci 1 ity, land and a trier, was rented from F.I.U. 

to house t e Center.. Grant -request .. , ere then submitted to 

United Way to fund tle operational c.sts, the Student 

Go ernment .ssociat:on to fund these . up (furnishings) costs, 

a d the F. I. u. Foundation for the rer..ovation of the tra: ler. 

mhe Child Car Center b came a reality with he 

l c tion of$ 0,000 from United W y, approxima.te y $8,000 

ppropriated by the St dent Governmen sociation, and the 

costs forte reno 1ation of the raile1 being covered by an 

F.I.U Foundation member., The C€riter c:pened in September 1975. 

The administ i:ive body of the e. ter consists of a 

ard of Directors ith rep e entativec in the categor~es 

stu e ts, staff, faculty, tpe Dean f .... o£n t e Soho ls of 

H alth and Soc al Service, Ed c~tion an1 Student Services1 

Std nt Govern ent rep d ~ommunity people. 

The Bo d meets once a month to review t1e progress f the 

C nter and to deal iLh olicy 

The ope. ation f the Child Cr Cuter is funded by 

the gr t f om United Way, app ·o.d..m tely $6,272 from the 

Col ge Work Study Program, nd projected tuition revenue 

0~ $20,098. 
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The Center is open fr•:,m 7: 45 am to 6: 15 pm serving 

fnrty- five children selecte· · on a non-d · scrimi atoiy ·basis 

with choices of part-time <.·r full-tim~ scheduling. "'.he 

parents are assessed a fee by the Finance Committee of the 

Board of Directors on a sliding scale according to a financial 

statement submitted at thr_. time of registration. 

The fellowing charts review . the _ components comprising 

the enrollment of the Child Care Center 1975-1976. 

ages 

2 1/2 - 3 1/2 

3 1/2 - 4 1/2 

4 1/2 - 5 
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CHILDREN OF 
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16 3 4 9 
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The main concept of th C ildC r Center· at Flori-a 

Inter1 tional Univers .. ty is fox children betw n trvo and 

o e a~f through five years o£ _age to evelop ~elf esteem, 

sense of responsi' ility and independence through the 

v rbal co uni~a io. of feelings, t ought, op·nions and 

observati.ons. 

W.ith the use of sp e·a1 communic tion t•chniques,such 

s the agic Circle, the· childre·n dev lop a posit.:.ve self 

concept and a.te able to verball~ xpress their th•~mghts and 

fe lings freelv. Their confid nee and indepen e ·... are 

nhan ed by the fr edom o be in ividu ls and ·cC'epted as 

such. 
w.:. h three cer"".ified E rly Child ood teac~ E:rs, a teacher 

assi tan an four student ~siatant 6 . he chiid~sn e 

·nt oduc d to e kly concep s ough art, mus Cv science, 

cook•'ng, er tive movemen , inside and outside free play. 

The k y concepts range .i.1~om t e fami y, .., ens-es, s 0
.; sons, 

conn:nuni t helpers and en rironment to c · rc~s and farm ,: nimals, 

food gro ps" tran&por tion;, etc. U jng this method of 

learning, the children can examine di ere1t s·des of the 

cone pts and 

of foo igh 

se their ·maginat·on. For exaro9le: tt concept 

b. n~·oduced .hrough a~ art act·vity ot 

· ngerpai 1ting with cho l e p din_, a science acti ,·ity 

of p nt·ng, lima bans sing, . ching it grow, and 

carin for ti...eir pla.nt, a er ative ovemen+-. activity of 

pret nd· g yo~ are as ed bing very m 11 and gro1:n1 to 

m ~·c, a cooking activit o prepar ng nd baking pizia. 

The c j ldr n are enco aged to xperienc~e the.:..r ay 

o b~in creative in each a pee~ of the activities~ 

Along ,ith the varied daily ctivities, fhe children 

re lso able to take advanta.g of prog·rams on campn; such 
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as Viwiting the library and iewi g .f 1 h, isiting the 

cafeteria to see ow the food ·s pr p red, have a picnic 

lunch while listening to a conce t1 viewing ar 4 exhibits, 

having the Fine Arts Department per.orm chi-ldr ... n's plays 

nd havin the Home Economics Organiz tion plant a garden 

with tht~m. 

The children also h ·had;the 1 opport:un·ty·to benefit 

from a .local Girl Scout Troop addpting the Center as 

project br ..:.ng .'.:.ng in g- mes .an cookies ma e by b1e girls, 

giv · ng us parties, playing with 'the ch· ldren and ~iona~i~g a 

~gon to the school .. ! 

Spe~ialists s c as technic·an from the Bar.com Palmer 

Eye Inst'tute and Te He ring and Spe ch Center of Florida 

~re brought in to screen the ch"ldren's speech, hearing 
and eye sight. 

For many of th hildren, our f"eld tLip to the zoo 

as their f_;_rst vi 1.t. T ey were able to enjoy feeding and 

petting some of the animals 

The q·1ality and diverse ctivitie.-;, cornbined wi·._h the 

encouragement of verbal co. ica~ion lend to an atmosphere 

of er ati ·e movement and growth for each child. 

Staff meeting are he1d one a eek to discuss paren· 

nd class interaction, tpcom·ng erent, scheduling etc. At 

·s timer t.he teachers gather ~nd share ideas on concepts to 

help prepare their i divldu 1 eer.ly sson plans. Th' 

di~cussi n is esse ti~l s ·t gi e each person direction 

in working with their specific ag, go p. 

Toe able .. he parent t be r,are of their child's 

i vol.vemer t at scl ool, a kly highlight information sheet 

a monthly ~ale der 1:sting ur pecia events and weekly 

concepts are sent hom0
• ' e ~ rents are invited to visit 
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th Center hroughout the day and to partici_ate ith t eir 

chiJd at our pecial functio s. At.me is set aside mid-year 

to confer_nce with each parent about~ eir child, t review 

developmental e~alua~ions and to Ciscu s any situations at 

home. By tleir acti e participation, the pare.ts h ve had 

the ~pportunj y to see·th ·r c ild ·unctioning in a Aole 

outside of the home and to observe different methods of 

working and being with their child 

The C nter is housed in a trailer di · 1 ided into three 

classrooms, an office and bath corns -~ich open- onto a large 

pl yground. So that we are prepared o serve all the people 

w'thi1 the Tniversi y _•ting that require our services as 

well as community wide peopl, I see ~he need to lock into 

the possibilities to ~pand our· facility. 

·rm the po~itive respon e of the iarents, urofecsors 

from th._ Un ·versity of Mi i, Mia.m:- ade South an{' Florida 

International University, I feel the qua .ity p~ogr3m we have 

offer_d durtng ouz first yEar of operation has bee: v ry 

successful. 

Att chment 

espec iveiy Submitt_d, 

·1\:.:-v~ f<n 
Nancy i:onn 
Director 
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