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PRESIDENTIAL ACCEPTANCE REMARKS

DR, MopesTo A, (MITCH) MAIDIQUE

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
AueusT 27, 1986

IT IS AN HONOR OF THE HIGHEST ORDER TO HAVE BEEN NAMED PRESIDENT-ELECT OF
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, THE SELECTION PROCESS HAS BEEN FAIR, OPEN
AND EXEMPLARY, A TRIBUTE TO THE MEN AND WOMEN THAT PARTICIPATED IN IT AND
REFLECTION OF THE QUALITY OF THOSE THAT LED IT: To DEAN MAU (AND CURRENTLY
ACTING PRESIDENT), REGENT MASVIDAL, CHANCELLOR REED, CHAIRMAN SESSUMS AND THE
MEMBERS OF THEIR COMMITTEES, MY HEARTFELT THANKS,

TO ME, A UNIVERSITY IS A VERY SPECIAL PLACE, I'VE SPENT MOST OF MY ADULT
LIFE AS A STUDENT AND A RESEARCHER OR A TEACHER AT ONE OF THE NATION’S GREAT
UNIVERSITIES, A UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT IS, ABOVE ALL OTHER THINGS, THE CUSTODIAN
OF SOCIETY'S GREATEST TREASURE, ITS STOREHOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE.,

I FEEL ESPECIALLY HONORED BECAUSE FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY HAS, IN
LITTLE OVER A DECADE, BECOME ONE OF AMERICA’S MAJOR UNIVERSITIES AND ONE OF ITS
250 LARGEST, AND IN DOING SO, IT HAS COMPILED A REMARKABLE RECORD OF
ACHIEVEMENT, [T HAS ALREADY ATTAINED NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS,



Now I’D LIKE TO FOCUS ON THE FUTURE,

0 OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS, [ PLAN TO WORK CLOSELY WITH FACULTY,
STUDENTS, THE ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF AS WELL AS WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS
TO SHAPE A SET OF SHARED VALUES AND A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR FIU,

0 IN DOING SO, I PLEDGE MYSELF TO FAIR AND JUST PARTICIPATION OF ALL IN
THE GOVERNANCE OF THE UNIVERSITY,

0 IN PREPARING THIS ROADMAP, I PLAN TO WORK CLOSELY WITH CHANCELLOR REED,
CHAIRMAN SESSUMS AND THE BOARD OF REGENTS TO BUILD NOT JUST A GREAT
UNIVERSITY IN SOUTHEAST FLORIDA, BUT A GREAT UNIVERSITY SYSTEM, FOR I
FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THE WHOLE CAN BE FAR GREATER THAN THE SUM OF ITS
PARTS,

0 DURING THE COMING YEARS, I HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT AS WE MAKE PROGRESS
TOWARD THESE GOALS, WE WILL ALSO MAKE MAJOR PROGRESS IN FUNDRAISING AND
THAT THIS COMMUNITY WILL, IN THE YEARS AHEAD, RALLY IN SUPPORT OF FIU,

0 BUT, MOST IMPORTANTLY, [ PLEDGE TO YOU TODAY, THAT [ WILL WORK WITH
UNDIVIDED ENERGY, ATTENTION AND ENTHUSIAM TO MAKE FIU A PARAGON OF BOTH
ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXCELLENCE -- A RODEL FOR SIMILAR UNIVERSITIES
IN THE STATE AND ACROSS THE NATION AND AROUND THE WORLD,

0 | DEEPLY BELIEVE THAT FIU 1S DESTINED TO BECOME ONE OF THE WORLD'S
GREAT UNIVERSITIES., GREAT INTERNATIONAL CENTERS OF TRADE, FINANCE AND
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COMMERCE LIKE BosTON, LONDON, NEW YORK AND SAN FRANCISCO HAVE SPAWNED AND
NURTURED NOT ONE, BUT SEVERAL GREAT UNIVERSITIES IN THEIR MIDST,

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA, ONE OF THE COUNTRY’S MOST VIBRANT AND CULTURALLY RICH
REGIONS, IS SURE TO FOLLOW THIS TRADITION, THE QUESTION FOR FIU IS NOT IF,
THE QUESTION IS WHEN? WITH YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT, IT WILL BE SOONER RATHER
THAN LATER.
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