- YHAT KIND OF A JEW ARE YOU? ' e @ .

EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT THERE ARE THREE KINDS OF JEWS, ORTHODOX,
CONSERVATIVE AND REFORM . BUT THESE DIFFERENTIATIONS HAVE TO DO WITH
PHILOSOPHIC ORIENTATION TOWARDS JUDAISM AND WITH THE DEGREE (F RITUALISTIC
OBSERV/NCE. THERE ARE OTHER WAYS OF DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN JEWS ALSO.
FOR EXAMPLE, J¥/ THERE ARE INFORMED JEWS AND UNINFORMED JEWSM M
IN INFQRMED JEW KNOWS $od@Fou T JEVISH HISTORY AND IDEALS, TO
LIVEZHIS JEWISHNESS IN AN INTELLIGENT MANNER. THE UNFARMED JEW, KNOWS

UNFARMED
LITTLE ABOUT WHAT BEING A JEW MEANS, YET HE;'E:‘&)OSEJ TO LINK HIMSELF
TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE, WE—MIGHT #5S6® THERE ARE OTHER KINDS OF
DIFFERENTIATION WHICH WE MIGHT USE, AND WE SHALL CONSIDER SOME OF THEM
NOW ..

FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS A CATEGORY WHICH WE MIGHT CALL
"THE YICCHUS JEW". A YICCHUS JEW IS A JEW WHO IS JEWISH BY OSMO3IS.
HE HIMSELF IS UNAFFILIATED WITH A SYN/GOGUE, AND HE KNOWS LITTLE GlwwK
@ HIS FAITH, YET Wi EN HE MEETS YOU, AND THE TOPIC OF JUDAISM COMES
UP, HE WILL IMMEDIATELY SAY, " MY GRAND-FATHER WAS A RABBI IN @ﬂ.l.n}/

il !
- VELLAGE ¥R LUTHUANIA. ORﬁII CO-ISJ?IN WAS THE FAMOUS CANTOR IN ODESSA

\

IN 1843, OR ' MY BROTHER IS THE SHAMMAS OF BETH AM IN SOUTH MIAMI".
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USUALLY THE YECCHUS JEW WILL HASTEN TO ADD, ' BUT(I)AM NOT RELIGIOUS".
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A VERY COMMON TYPE OF JEW THESE DAYS MIGHT BE CALLED THE

"NIGHT CLUB JEW". THIS FELLOW IS ACTUALLY FRIGHTENED AT THE PROSPECT
OF VISITING A BRIGHTLY-LIT MODERN SYN/GOGUE, BUT IN THE SEMI-DARKNESS
OF A NIGHT-CLUB, LISTENING TO THE MUSICAL STRAINS OF THE LATIN-AMERICIN
VERSION OF THE HORA, HIS JEWISHNESS SEEPS TO THE FORE, AND HE WAITS
EAGERLY FOR THE JEWISH COMEDIAN TO APPEAR. LIKE THE OLD JEVWS USED

TO §AIT IN /NTICIPPION OF THE RABBI'S DISSERTITION ON TORMH, SO

THE NIGHT CLUB JEW OF MODERN TIMES LEANS FORWARD TO HEAR THE

THAT SPILL FORTH FROM THE INSPIRED LIPS OF THE COMEDIAN. THE COMEDIAN,
WHO MY OR MAY NOT BE A FORMER Wysfifiwesd IODUURZ, S/YS £ FEW WORDS OF
YIDDISH, EVERYBODY LAUGHfS. HE TELLS A JOKE. NOBODY LAUGHAS. IT WASN'T
FUNNY. HE SEYS ANOTHER FEW WORDS OF YIDDISH. EVERYBODY HOWLS. WHAT ARE
THEY LAUGHFING AT? THEYRE NOT CERT/IN. M/YBE THEY FERL GOOD BECAUSE
BY EXPOSING THEMSELVES TO 4 FEW JEWISH WORDS, THEIR GUILT FEELINGS FOR
NOT GOING TO SYENAGOGUE /RE PURGED. VHEN THE COMEDIAN IS THROUGH
TLKING ABOUT THE GOOD OLD D/YS ON THE EAST SIDE OF NEW YORK , THE
NIGHT CLUB JEW/IS SO PILLED WITH SPIRITUAL YEARNING THAT HE GETS UP
IND DINCES THE LATIN AMERIC/N HORAWR Aanfon .



PERHAPS THE LARGEST GROUP OF JEWS IN OUR TIME ARE THE
GASTRONOMIC /L JEWS. THEIR MINDS AND HE/RTS ARE NOT JEWISH

BUT THEIR BELEIES ARE. THIS KINDY OF JEW IS CONVINEED BOT SO
MUCH OF THE SUPREMACY OF JEWISH MORAL TYCHING, S KDR THE SUPREMACY
OF JEWISH-STYLE COOKING., HIS IDEA OF 4 HERO IS NOT MOSES ATOP
MT. SINAI, BUT THE OLD JEWISH MOTHER OVER THE KITCHEN STOVE.
I HAD MY FIRST EXPERIENCE WITH THIS TYPE OF JEW WHEN I WAS IN THE
ARMY,. AT FIRST, VERY FEW OF Tnufﬁﬁﬁ'nTThNDuD SERVICES, BUT WHEN %ij;w¢g7
WE STARTED SERVING SALAMI SANDWICHES AFTER SERVICES, OUR ATTEND.NCE
QUADRUPLID. I STILL DON'T QUITE UNDERSTAND WHAT IT IS ABOUT A
SALAMI THAT CAUSES A MIN TO SAY "SH'MA YISROEL ", AS I HAVE e
GROWN OLDER I HAVE NOTICED THAT FEW JEWS ARE ACQUAINTED WITH THE |
¥AREGYS PROPHETS ,LIKE JEREMIAH AND ISATAH, BUT THE VST MAJORITY
ARE AQUAINTED WITH THE VARIOUS WAYS OF SERVING S /ND sour
MEBTB/LLS. / JEW WHO WILL NOT THINK TO BEND OVER A PRAYER-BOOK
OR 2 BOOK OF LEARNING, WILL SPEND QUITE A BIT OF TIME BENDING
OVER SOUP /ND #UR@BLACH. I DON'T KNOW WHAT IS SPIRITUAL ABOUT
HELZYL, BUT I HAVE SEEN JEWS GET THAT FiR-AWAY LOOK WHEN THEY
EAT IT. WILLIAM JAMES, THE GREAT AMERICIN PHILOSOPHER, ONCE WROTE
THAT WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS IS A " MORAL EQUIVALENT FOR WAR" AE0METHING
MORAL THT WILL COMMAND MAN'S LOYALTY AND EFFORT AS MUCH AS THE (Vrmucleee”
WAR EgBeRT SEEMS TO DEMAND THE BEST OF PEOPLE. FOR JEWS IT MIGHT
BE SATD THAT WE NEED THE MORAL EQUIVILIS OF CHOPPED LlVER.

A SHECTAL VARIETY OF THE GASTRONOMICAL JEW IS THE DELLICATESSEN
JEW.” FOR SOME JEWS FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE SACRED HOUR OF THE WEEK.

FOR THE DELICATESSEN JEW, THE WELKLY VISIT TO THE DELLY, USUALLY

ON SUNDAY MORNING, IS THE SACRED HOUR WHICH REMINDS HIM OF THE
RELIGION OF HIS FATHERS. WHEN THE DELLY JEW ENTERS THE PORTALS OF
HIS FAVORITE STORE, AND FIF/ THE FIRST WQVES OF THE ODOR OF BELLY~
LOX DRIFT BY, HE IMMEDIATELY GETS A VISION OF HIS HOLY GRﬁNﬁpunHER
IND HE SAYS IN HIS INV/RD PIRTS, " IT 1S GOOD T0 BE AJEW", WHEN

THE SALESMAY WAVES THE B/THMII UNDER HIS NOSE rie HAL PV SHaRES
THE SENTIMENTS OF THE PSALMISTS AND THINKS TO HIMSELF, " HOW GOODLY

ARE THY TABERNICLES O ISRAEL". A% EXTREME VARTETY QR THE6ASTRONOMIEAE-
JEW-IS THE-PERSON WHO 1IN A SENSE, ALL OF US ARE GASTRONOMICAL JEWS,

BUT SOME OF US HAVE OTHER PLACES 1IN OUR JEWISH PANTHEON, i
FOR A FEW OF US, THE SOLE JUSTIFICATION FOR GOD IS HIS QE=FBFNCE-
HANDING DOWN OF THE TORAH FOR JEWISH COOKING.
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I HAVE SPOKEN FROM THIS PULPIT BEFORE OF JEWS WHO MIGHT BE -
CALLED " FOUR-WHEEL JE¥S" , THEY ARE NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH
BIG-VHEEL JEWS.. A FOUR WHEEL JEW CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THESE SIGNS.
THEY DRIVE TH_EIR KIDS TO THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ON THE WEEK-END,
BUT INSTEAD OF GETTING OUT OF THEIR CAR# TO ATTEND THE ADULT
CLASSE® BEING CONDUCTED ON SUNDA OR THE SERVICES BEING CONDUCTED
ON SATURDAY, THEY STAY IN THE QAB!’THEY HAVE WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED

. & FOUW WHEEL IDENTIFICATION WITH THE SYNAGOGUE. WHEN THEIR CHILDREN

HAVE TO ATTEND SERVICES ON FRIDAY NIGHT AS PART OF THE CONFIRMATION
PROGRAM, THEY DRIVE THE CHILDREN TO THE SERVICE, LEAVE THEM OFF,
AND THEN STAY IN THE CAR{VTHEY THINK NOT IN TERMS OF FAMILY
TOGETHERNESq ; OR OF THE LESSONS THEY MIGHT LEARN IN THE

SYNAGOGUE , APPARENTLY, THLRE IS SOMETHING SPIRITUAﬂjREASQURING
ABOUT THE IVSIDL OF THE CAR. THEY MUST BE THINKING THAT THEY

CAN ALWAYS TURN THE CAR RADIO OFF, BUT IF THEY GO INTO THE
SYINAGOGUE, THEY CAN'T GURN THE RABBI OFF. THE FOUR-WHEEL JEW

GOES TQ THE SYNAGOGUE OFTEN. HE JUST DOESN'T GO IN THE SINAGOGUE.
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YOU ARE ZLL FMILIAR, I /M CERTAIN, WITH THE CLASSIFICATION
OF "REVOLVING DOOR JEWS". THESE JEWS COME INTO THE SYNAGOGUE /ND
GO OUT SO FAST, YOU WONDER WHT H/PPENED TO THEM. IN THIS,
CATEGORY COMES THE SUB-CLASSIFICATION OF BIR MITZV/H JEWS. THEY
JOIN TO GIVE THEIR SON A QUICK EXPOSURE TO THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
FOR BAR MITZViH, AND PY/TH¥/T¥X// THEY HAVE RESIGNED FROM THE
TEMPLE WHILE THE ECHO OF THE BAR MITZVAH SPEECH IS STILL RESOQUNDING
IN OUR E/RS. WHILE THE BOY IS BLOWING OUT THE CANDLES ON THE
BZR MITZVAH C’KE, THL FATHER IS WRITING THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION
FROM THE TEMPIE. WE MUST ADMIT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS PROBLEM IS
MUCH WORSE IN CONSERVATIVE AND ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONS THAN IN OUR
OWN, WHERE THE RMPH!QIS IS ON CONFIRMATION. WE HAVE A FEV
CONFIRMATION JLWS, AS WELL AS A FEV " LETS GET OUT BEFORE THE
PLEDGE COMES DUE" JEWS. . /LSO IN THE GENER/L CATLGORY OF
REVOLVING DOOR JEWS COULD BE PLACED THE "LIGHTENING-BOLT JEWS".
THESE /RE THE JEWS WHO COME TO THE TEMPLE, SIT VERY QUIETLY,
/ND THEN COMPLAIN THAT THEY ARE QUITTING THE CONGREG/TION BEC.USE
" NOTH ING HAPPENED". CLE/RLY, THEY EXPECTED THAT GOD WOULD
C/LL THEM BY N/ME AS THEY SAT IN THEIR SEAT, AND THEY WERE
DISAP POINTED THAT NO DOVES APPEARED WITH TWIGS IN THEIR MUUTHJ.
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THESE JEWS HAVE NOT i:f.'i‘ LE ARNED THAT RELIGION IS NOT A
CHILL RUNNING UP AND DOWN THE SPINE, BUT A HUMAN BEING RUNNING
UP AND DOWN TO SERVE HIS FELLOW MEN. A FINAL TYPE OF REVOLVING
DOOR JEW IS THE KING THAT QUITS THE SHUL-RESSESE? TO GO
TO ANOTHER ONE WHERE THE CANTOR IS TALIER OR THE RABBI HAS A
DEL:;L&_XLQICE. WE MIGHT CALL THIS SUB;-C,I‘TI»)(}OE{Y, "THE MATINEE IDOL
JEW",

A MORE DIFFICULT KIND OF JEW IS THE " CHIP ON THE SHOULDER
JEW". HE IS CONVINCED THAT BECAUSE HE IS A JEW, EVERYBODY HATES
HIM. IF HE MOVES INTO A NEIGHBORHOOD WHICH HAS CHRISTIANS, HE
WILL T/LK TO NOONE BECAUSE HE IS CERTAIN THAT NOONE WANTS TO
T/LK TO HIM. SINCE HE IS SO WITHDRAWN, THE NEIGHBORS SOON LABEL \
HIM AS UNFRIENDLY, AND THEY FQRGET ABOUT HIM. THIS KIND OF JEW \
SEENS A NAZI UNDER EVERY ROCK, AND INTERPRETS EVERYTHING THAT
HAPPENS TO HIM IN TERMS OF ANTI-SEMITISM. WE %’,m% Ugg&‘wgaw
I PROBk ‘MS OF THIS TYPE, Bw HAVE TO ADMIT THAT7I —_ &“ﬂu,
S = ad CARRY A CHIP ON O3S SHOULDER.

A VIRIETY OF THIS CATEGORY IS WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED THE

" DEFENSIVE JEW".. HE IS WILLING TO GIVE GREAT SUMS OF MONEY TO
ORGANIZATIONS FIBTING ANTI-SEMITISM , BUT HE IS UN-WILLING TO
JOIN ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO TEACH TUDAISM OR TO SPREAD JEWISH
CULTURE. THIS MAN WORKS FOR SOME LIBERAL CAUSES , NOT SO MUCH
OUR OF LOVE FOR HIS NEIGHBOR, AS OUT OF FEAR FOR HIMSELF.
VHILE JINPREVYGVXT/FE/A/ the informed JEW HAD BEST TKE STEPS

TO PROTECT HIMSELF IN MODERN SOCIETY, THE FUTURE OF JEWS AND
JUDAISM DOES NOT DEPEND ON OUR SQUELCHING OF ANTI-SEMITISM BUT
ON OUR TEACHING OF JEWISH VALUES.

AS WE REVIEW THE MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF JEWS THAT IRE
/MONGST US, WE MUST CANDIDLY ADMIT THAT THESE TYPES ARE NOT
MUTU/LLY EXCLUSIVE. A PERSON CAN BE A LITTLE OF EACH OF THESE THINGS,
AS MOST OF US ARE, FOR UNDERST/NDABLE REASONS. WE ARE ALSO ABLE TO
ADMIT, I HOPE, THAT THE VITALITY, OF JUDAISM WILL NOT SURVIVE IF VE
/RE MERELY NIGHT CLUB JEWS :ﬁ61§?§§§OMICAL JENS T FO0R WHELL JEWS. OR e
REVOLVING DOOR JEWS. IT IS NOT MY INTENTION TO MAKE YOU FEEL GUILTY
WHEN YOU LAUGH AT A JEWISH JOKE OR WHEN YOU EAT PATRIMI. I AM VERY
BOND OF THESE THINGS MYSELF , BUT VE Jpwied) HAVE VERY CLEARLY
IN oudMINDs, THE NOTION THAT NIGHT CDUB JOKES IND SOUR PICKLES
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