
THOU SHALT NOT KILL 

It ha~ been said that the ifference between man an 
ther animals is that other animals must kill each other in .r er 

live while men can pr vi e f r themselves without 
c ewin up one an thero This statement is not exactly true , 

ew animals practice the art er c nsumin the members r 
their own species. Li ns. n t usually eat u 11.nso They eat 
up smaller animalso Whales not usually l~est er .wha les, 
they inhale other smaller fish • . Few'are the 1 ' . s wh ./ 
.,-;'1.1 like the 'shaI'lil eat n" t nly' other mem-oer~. · .f . their wn :~ ' '. 
species, but wh will eat their wn intestines when they 
are expose Moat anima Is are qui t'e ~uman e where their own 
sP4cies is c ncerne -: . They are only mu rderers vthere they . 
re rel~ tel ·to O~HE species of live bein So 

It VI ul se.em t· me that men are n more m ral than 
m st ther nimals when it comes to murdering o F r while we 
usually try t avo1 killing each th ~we neve theless fin 
it easy t. kill all kin s of fish in the ~~e~~~~~ 

~fke the WJia1e We take great glee in bagging a 11 n or an 
~y elephant. We think that C.W8 are om t ecorate eur i~ner 

-'_'ptates in co ke f rnlo For us the g bbling f a turkey tllrl"l.t/ 
'/~~,J,t+l/¢~tt/i~/ct.1-1.P{~r calls t min . a gleaming hatchet ~n ~ 
certain dish whic:q. . g es with · cranberry sauce~ Of c nrse , ' there, 
are s me animals we not kill, like the cat r the ,~These 
animals we merely···. make our slaves 0 or the nol'-rse 0 

_. y . - • The ·gre·ate·s·t ,· s.in f man, however., is that he is r .eaily 
- the shark of his own species 0 He not .nly kills n:I als smalle'r 

tha.n .himself a.n other than himself, man also turns up.n his wn 
species from time t time, an even estroys himself en occasion -
I Qm not speaking n w f the s Q1al,doctrine f . ~ 
capital punishment, wherein a ,pers n who has kl1l~ anehter persM 
is himself sentence t eath by society~ This type f killin , 
the punishment f the har ene criminal., can perhaps e acceptef 
on m ral gr un s. I say, perha~s, because there are many people ~ 
wh believe that ,t,lP{ '''-i~t~t/f,~~1.frl.r/t~~''t two murders . .. n t ~ <-~ 

~. Atleast 2 nations in the world have outlawe 
capital punishment o' It is p ssible, however, t make out a 
justifying capital punishment, an when we speak f the 
comman ment ~THOU SH LT NOT MURDER, it is t e interprete 
as permitting the exercise of'capital punishmento 

Since the . ancient ' Hebrews 1 not have 8. . str.ne; centra-· 
lize g vt.,· and since they di bot have 'well-guar e ani w' 11-
kept peni tent1aries, they . f.elt that .a person guilty- f pre
meditate murder m~st inevitably be put t eatho ~ ~he context 

__ .of their society, then, the c mmanment h.3~'A ",Je' must be 
in§erprete as referring t ·matters other tn h capital punish
mento 



2) 

In the context of the a:~ society, the cemmana 
meant specifically that no man be permittea t. lie 
in wait for his neighbor; no man De permitted t strike 
another man with such force or with such an instrument which 
might possibly put a person t deatho 

If this be true, we might all ask, Wh~bout war? ,J 
War is a mass situation, where two gr·ups of men lie in wait 
for each other, with the avowed purp se -f destroying each 
0ther. Does the commandment outlaw war1 The answer is the same 
as we first gave to the question on capital punishment. 
The Biblical Society rejected the ~pf,X concept of an 
aggre.siv~~war'L~~t justified defensive warj that is to say, 
thel'l1~~ f1ratthOse who first murdered, must themselves be 
destroyed o A w~ong , according to the ancient semitics, had 
t be punish~o ccording to the story of Cain and Ab~e , the 
very earth itself cried out f r the avenging f the blo d of 
Able. 

Yet with its strange foresha owing of higher 
ethical concepts, the Biblioal story of Cain and Able tells us 
that God did not destroy the murderer Ca in, he merely cause 
him to suffer Cain did not receive the sentence of capital 
punishment. And after the development of the Hebrew monarchy 
under David and S lom.n, there arose a new attitude towards 
war an~ punishment as magnificently expressed by the Literary 
Pr phets. 
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Pr phet Isaiah, t'''Behold the aye come, sayeth the Lord, when 
men shall beat their swords int plowsaa~ee, nd their swords 
into pruning-hooks • The Prophets we~t beyon· M see and those 
who originally framed the 10 commandments o The Prephets claimed 
that war as a means of solving international disputes was out
date ,whether it w s an offensive or a defensive waro We kn w 
that the Pr phet Jeremiah was thrown in~o prison f r preaching 
among his cQuntryment the vanity of eppsing the Babylonians ~ith 
force of arms. 

We know also that the Pr phets 0PP sed the harsh punishing 
of those who had committed major crimeso Sal the Pr phets, 
Do not permit your neighbor to be wronged; do not f llow him 
in his doing wrong; and do not hasten to punish him when he has 
done wrong It would seem that there is ~iifl.it/f/ifi 'K.r-~ 
~,e,~ practical attitude towards life than this-I) first,-
D everything p ssible to prevent a wrong from being committed; 
2) Do not f llow the crow s in committing evi11~) Have mercy ups~ 
and show understan ing t those who have done wrongo~~ ~~ -

f'\I"'ll~W."""'I .... 'f/tA,... ~~~ •• ~ n-....,., ,.,..,. < A ~-~ 
'l'his new atti tu e f the Pr phets towards the use of 

punishment and force, is no~ the attitude f the Pa ftst. 
The Pr phets did not s a£ion 
i 0 ~7Ehey did say 
that adult nations mus~~~ti:~~e~e oJ ar;ns. The 
Pr phets did. not say t~~J~~~~ _filR;ci; they 
did say that a man must be taught to de rightly , and he must be 
lea to the right way. He must be punished ~~~Hr~~~~~~ 

../..,..b ~ ~ 0" L.':J V- lA/) ~ c....:A.. 



Each new age bring with it a ifferent interpertation of 
the command I THOU SHALT NOT KILL. The Mohhammedans expressed 
believed in the 10 commandments, yet when their faith was 
sweeping acress Asia an Africa, they di not hesitate to 
kill those who refused te accept the faitho The Christians 
express belief in the 10 c mmandments, yet the Bish p of Spain 
dia not hesitate to cut off tens of thousan~s of Jewish heads 
in the 15th century, and the Crusaders thought less of a live 
Jew than they dId of a chicken. 

The Jews under Jllshua did not hesitate to invarie 
Jericho and the other cities of Canaan , destroyipg a few 
Canaanltes in the pr casso Yet in later days, we find the 
Frephets arguing against the possible gains ~ from defen
sive warfare in some situations. Today in -world ominated 
by Judao-Christlans concepts, we find an astonishing number 
of minister calling for an offensive war; we find an amazing 
number of cabinet members urging the dropping of just a few 
atomic bombs. When . ~f these pi us Christian gentlemen speak 
of turning the other cheek, what they mean 1s turning the cheek 
of other peoples inside out with a sharp cleavero 

If we want to understand this commandment or any of 
the commandments, we must first come to know that these were ~ri~ 
basic ~t~~/f~~i requirements for a stable and a peaceful 
society. Murder was pr phibited simply because society could,! t 
not be ordereGi and meaningful if people went aroun talEibt; ~,~tJCVA. 

~Lu~~~~-~cg3-~ each othero A man with an arrow in his back could not 
sow seed and make shoeso Stealing was prohibited because 
a stable accou1filng of property is one of the minimum necessitie S 
for constructive livingo 

We who wish a stable and meaningful society in our own 
day would do well to bear in mind the reasons behind the early 
develo~ement of the 10 commandments. If we want~o live lives 
t~/~~¢/~AI~lf~~/t~~r where our sons can plan their futures 
without·~c'nscriptHX1at9 the e pm~r, we must set up a 
decal sue for our wn d~yo We must insist as the Fr·phets 
inSIsted that INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES be settled over the 
conference table. We must eflate our own leaders who olaim that 
the big .. stick is the prerequisite tall int 0 understan ing, just 
as the Pr phets pointed the finger at the Jewish kings of their 
own day who allied themselves with the military and the 
land baronso With the military budget climbing by the bill! os, 
with taxes t~¢fl~fing tightening around our necks, we 1 ok in 
vain for a clearing of the int. storm clouds. Instead we are to~ 
that with all ur billions spent we are a,osing the air war in 
a land i¥n/ five thousand miles from our shoreso More an more a~ 
more cry these who believe that man must feast upon ma.n in order r. ~ 
to survive. Some of us are getting al1ttle tired of thmf ill of~ 
~which is being served to us. It looks teo much like murder-
slight done over. It '~comes ~~#!s to us I~,~'f/ wh 
son g, we only know that we have been sucked int 



a whirwhind process which has~o e.nding; which mounts 
ever higher in intensity; and~ls fer m~?J\d~J.s_4 ~ 

thinking on our part; wre and more ~~ ~ • 
..sw,.~..,-.s,~t<':' kill or be killed.; kill, kill~ kill-until we riff)! 

ourselves have destroyed whatever was in us tl~t was 
worthwhile, and like the shark we gnaw at our own intestines 
even while we die. 

111:S~~ ~~ 

M. -r/~pt a new meaning for the.f.- n commandment in our 
own day. If we have the courage to resist the surging 

current of our times, it may be that we shall form 

;~ijpit~l/~t~ft~i;~~~/t~,!j~~#'ffl~~iN~;p.:~fe~ 
IH-ii'lfJ ,r' It has happened before J tha t out of '11.1. themost 
despiccable evil has been born -the greatest good o Perhaps 
we shall be the mid-wife • and not the graVe-d~er. 
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