THOU SHALT NOT KILL

It has been said that the difference between man and
other animals is that ether animals must kill each other in erder
te live while men can provide fer themselves without sweidewing
ow ewing up one anether, This statement is net exactly true .
for Yew animals practice the art ef consuming the members of 3 .
their own species., Liens de net usually eat uf liens. They eat
up smaller animals., Whales de not usually digest o&%er wha les,
they inhale other smaller fish, Few are the 1% s whe
W¥Z1 1ike the shirk,eat net only ether memoers ef their ewn
species, but whe wiil eat their ewn intestines when they
are expoesed., lMost animals are quite humane where thelr own
sphecies is cencerned . They are only murderers where they
are related Lo OTHER Speciea of live beingso.

It weuld seem te® me that men are ne more meral than
mest ether animals when it comes te murdering, Fer while we
usually try te aveld killing each eth we nevertheless fin .
1t easy te kill all kinds ef fish '.‘l.thhe 2 v M
s,f::::ﬁ$ﬁfk3—tns—w§tﬂe. We take great glee in bagging a lien or an
,welephant We think that cews are born te decorate eur dinner
lates in coeked ferm. For us the gebbling eof & turkey [Z/Hﬂﬁ/
ﬂyﬁﬁiiﬁ/ﬂﬂll/y//diﬂﬂlﬁ cells te mind a gleaming hatchet and &
certain dish which gees with cranberry sauce, Of ceurse, there
are some animals we do not kill, like the cat or the dogyyThese
animels we merely make our slaves, or the hoyrse.

- The greatost sin eof man, however, is that he is really
“the shark of his own species, He not enly kills animals smaller
than himself and ether than himself, man alse turns upen his ewn
species from time te time, and even destroys himself en occasion ’
I am net speaking new ef the sec¢ial doctrine ef
capital punishment, wherein a persen whe has killed anohter pers*‘
i1s himself sentencei te death by society, This type ef killing ,
the punishment ef the hardened criminal ., can perhaps be acceptef’
on meral grounds, I say becau se there are many people awe
s Belions thet Tk BTy R IRY Swe wettate Ga not :
mﬂua.r-make—rtght—tﬂb. Atleast 2 nations in the wcrld have outlawed .
capital punishment . It 1s pessible, hoewever, te make out a case
Jjustifying capital punishment, and when we speak ef the £isi#hgs/c V'd
commandment 2THOU SHALT NOT MURDER", it is te be interpreted
as permitting the exercise of - capital punishment,

Since the ancient Hebrews did not have a streng centra-
lized goevt., and since they did net have well-gurarded and well=-
kept penitentiaries, they felt that a persen gullty ef pre-
meditated murder must inevitably be put te death. the context
..of their society, then, the cemmanment A2724 A+ must be
ingerpreted as referring te matters other thah capltal punish=
ment,
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meant specifically that ne man be permitted te lie

in wait fer his neighbor; ne man be permitted te strike
anether man with such ferce or with such an instrument which
might pessibly put a persen te death.,

In the context ef the anciest society, the cemmand

If this be true, we might all ask, whﬁlabout wear? 3
War is a mass situvation, where twe groups of men lie in wailt
for each other, with the avowed purpese of destroying each
ether., Does the commandment outlaw war? The answer 1s the same
as we first gave te the gquestion eon capital punishment,
The Eiblical Seciety rejected the Af%p Y concept of an
aggressive war, t justified defensive war; that is te say,
theitﬂﬁgaa%ﬁaf ose whe first murdered, hust themselves be
destroyed. A wyrong , accerding te the anclient semitics, had
te be punish o fccording to the story of Cain and Able , the
very earth itself cried out fer the avenging ef the blood of
Able,

Yet with its strange fereshadowling of higher
ethical cencepts, the Biblical story of Cain and Able tells us
thet Ged did not destroy the murderer Ca in, he merely caused
him te suffer. Cain did not receive the sentence of capital
punishment, And after the develepment ef the Hebrew monarchy
upnder David and Selomen, there arose a new attitude towards
war and punishment as magnificently expressed by the Literary
Frephets.

Y J\/‘f _/OJ) a4 /J)ha/
o says the
Prephet Isaiah “Behold the days come, sayeth the Lerd, when
men shall beat their swords inte plouskeresy and their swords
inte pruning-heeks™., The Prophets wemt beyond Meses and those
who originally fremed the 10 cemmandments., The Prephets claimed
that war as a means of selving international disputes was out-
dated , whether it was an effensive or a defensive war, We knew
that the Prephet Jeremiah was threwn inte prisen fer preaching
ameng his countryment the vanity of eppsing the Babylenians with
force of arms,

We know alse that the Prephets oppesed the harsh punishing
of these who had committed ma jor crimes. Sald the Prephets,
De net permit your neighbor te be wronged; de net fellew him
in his doing wrong; and do not hasten te punish him when he has
dene wrong. It would seem that there is ned F¥FAYeY/Ffd N el
sbber practical attitude towards life than this-1) first,
De everything pessible te prevent a wrong from being committed'
2) De not fellow the crowds in cemmitting ev1172 Have mercy upe?\
and shew understanding te those who have dons wrong.rhéil rr -
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8 new attitude of the Prephets towards the use of

punishment and ferce, ,the attitude of the Pa fist.

The Prophets did not : K. ation
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Each new age bring with it a different interpertation eof
the commend, THOU SHALT NCT KILL. The Mohhammedans expressed
believed in the 10 commandments, yet when their faith was
sweeping acress Asla and Africa, they did not hesitate te
k11l those whe refused te accept the faith, The Christians
express belief in the 10 cemmandments, yet the Bishep of Spaing
did not hesitate te cut off tens of thousands of Jewish heads
in the 15th century, and the Crusaders thought less ef a live
Jew than they did of a chicken,

The Jews under Jeshua did not hesltate te invade
Jeriche and the other cities eof Cansan , destroylng a few
Canaanites in the precess. Yet in later days, we find the
Prephets arguing against the pessible gailns from defen-
sive warfare in some situstions. Teday 1n$uyworld dominated
by Judae-Christlans concepts, we find an astonishing number
of minister calling fer an offensive war; we find an amazing
number of cabinet members urging the drepping of just a few
atomic bembs. When #fF these pieus Christian gentlemen spesk
of turning the other cheek, what they mean is turning the cheek
of other peeples inside out with a sharp cleaver.

If we want to understand this commandment or any of
the commandments, we must first come te know that these were ori
basic FLYEL/WAYE requirements for a stable and  peaceful

society, Murder was prephlbited simply because soclety could
not be ordered and meaningful if people went around tahéng-U*AEVL‘

C,{~u$4*fj“"*55"‘¢ each other, A man with an arrow in his back ceuld neot
sow seed and make shoes, Stealing was prehibited because
a stable accou¥ning of preperty is one of the minimum necessitie 5
fer constructive living,

We who wish a stable and meaningful society in our own
day would de well to bear in mind the reasons behind the early
developement of the 10 commandments., If we want te live lives
Iﬁ/ﬂyﬂﬁgzégégg/ /#éd¥ where our sons can plan their futures
without cénscripté@Minte—the-smny, we _must set up a
decalegue fer our ewn day. We must insist as the Prephets
IndTsted that INTERNAT IONAL DISPUTES be settled over the
conference table, We must deflate our ewn leaders whe claim that
the bilg stick is the prerequisite te all int. understanding, just
ad the Frephets peinted the finger at the Jewish kings of their
own day who allied themselves with the military and the
land barens, With the military budget climbing by the billiens,
with taxes YAZALAd#/¢ tightening around our necks, we leek in
vain for a clearing of the int. sterm clouds, Instead we are told
that with all eur billiens spent we are dosing the air war in
a land £¢¥/ five thousand miles frem our shores. Mers and more awk
more cry these who believe that man must feast upen man in order
te survive, Seme of us are getting alittle tired of thag Pill of
ape which is being served to us, It leeks teeo much like murder-
slightA§ done over,,It“Fecomes s to us YWALYHEL/ whe
g, we enly know that we have been sucked inte
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8 whirwhind process which has no ending; which mounts
ever higher in intensity; end vWdlls fer less and legs -

thinking on our part; ywpre and mere
k111 or be killed; iill, kill, kill-until we g¥¢

ourselves have destroyed whatever was in us that was
worthwhile, and like the shark we gnaw at eur own intestines

even while we die,
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z?éz~hé%1 a new meaning for the ﬂéébh commandment in our
own day., If we have the courage to resist the surging
current of our times, it may be that we shall ferm

the hlghest interpretatio Bt e 2 4
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as happened before, that out of ¢¥¥7 themest
despiccable evil has been born the greatest good, Perhaps
we shall be the mid-wife , and not the grave-di@¥er.
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