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THRE JEVISH VIEW OF MARRIAGH by Rabbi Herbert ¥, Boumgerd
Teuwple B'nai larssl, Tlment, L.I,

In Israel, shortly after a man hes besn married, it is the
custom to ask him. "lMatza o Fotge?" o« If the man
answers "latza", everyone smilee and understands thet the marriage
is = success, If he answers, "Fotze", they know the marriage is 2
feilure, The word "Matza is the ttra% key word in a2 Biblieal verse
whiech begina, "Whoso findeth n wife findeth a greast good and
obtaineth favor of the Lord"™. The word "Motze" is the ley word in a
Bibliesl vorse whieh runs,"and 1 f ind more bitter than desth the
women whose herrt is sneares end nets,.,.whoso ploaseth God shall
esenye from herl™,

This story is by way of indiesting thet Jews, like =211 peoples,
have two ways cof looking at merrisge and at women, but there is what
we might enll a rore stendard Jewish view of marrisge which we shall
diseuss, :

If the Christian view of marriage is the view of Paul as he
expresses it in the New Testament, then Chriatisns believe thet sexuel
relations fundrmentnlly are undesirsble, whether I/ M/¥F/y/f within
the marriage relationship or without., For Paul seys in the seventh
chapter of Corinthians , "It is good for & man not to toueh & womanj
nevar theless, to avoid fornieation, let every man have his own wife",
Faul goes on to say “,.I would that all men were even es I nyself.,

I say, thaerafore, to the unrerried and widows, It is good for them if
they 29ide even ns I (i.e. unmrrried), But if they esnnot eontoin, let
them marry, for it is better to marry then to burn ", If this be the
Chri:t;an view of mavrrisge, then the Jewish view is very rueh opposed
to o

As refleeted in the story of the "Beginning” in the 014
Testament, Jews have always believed in the neeessity, the importenee,
snd the herlthiness of marrisge. There are, as s_ome of you may know,
two stories of the erestion in Cenesis, The first aecount rtnisa "So
God ereated men in His image,...manle &and ferale ereated He them”,
Woman, in this story, is not erscted out of man, but simul tenecusly
with him, Immedistely after this ascount, the narrative reads,

"ind God blessed them, snd He said unto them, Be fruitful and
multiply... replenish the earth and s ubduve 1&'. We hrve here expressed

# (Contrary to Paul's view, modern Christisns seem to ineline towerds
the 07d Testarent view of marringe).

1. Proverbs 18:3R
2, Beelesinstes 73126



the basie Jewish s ttitude towarde marriage. ¥en and women are to
marry that they might be fruitful, that they might pertieipste in
the erentive process That this partieipetion is to be more than a
rhysieal rerroduetion is seen in the words, "subdue the world*, Man
and woman together are bidden to master the ehaos of the world,

to orgenize it, and to eontrol it,

»

Let us think bask to Fsul's attitude towards merriasge, and, then,
look at the second version of erestion in the Book of Genesis. In this
varsion we are told that God eaid, "It is not good that men should be
rlone”, Then, to demonstrate the ;act that the mrrried man 2nd woman
form a psyehie unity, if not a physienl unity, the narrative says thst
God formed %Nve out of Adam'e rib, And Adem sald, (she is) "Bone of my
bone and flash of my flesh ", So inserersble was women from men that
she was eonsidered as feshioned fromman's very being,

The Yidrash has still another interpretation of the ereation
which reflects the Jewish genius. In the ¥idrashie allegory the Rabbis
say thet originally man and woman were one greature, until God
separated them, Sinee that duy, runs the story, men and womsn have
been in search of aaeh other in order that they might easch fulfill
his orh er essential nature.

Not only 'suline Christienity but most of the great Far Hastern
Religions tend to make an evil of the desires of the flesh, To them,
the holy 1ife is the life divoreed from the desire f or sexual relations
end the taste of earthly goods. Stending over sgeinst this view of
the dunlity of flesh and spérit is the Jewish view, The basie Jewish
idea is that man is not divided into a body and = soul., His flesh and
his spirit are combired into one essenee knon as his "nefesh" or
his "baing",. The Biblienl Hebrews, particularly, considered the
well-baing of the nefesh to hinge upon the satigfaetion of the
legitimnte desireg of the body. Aceordingly, the Hebrews did not make
n devil of the "ystzer ha-ra", s the "evil inelinstion",
whieh we might identify as lust or hunger in the broad serse and sex
in the narrow sense.

The Telmud tells the story of a group of Rabbis who eaptured the
"vetzer ha-ra” and bound it in prison. During 211 of the dey that
followed, they cbserved that the ehickeng la2id nc eggs, the flowers
ceansed to grow, the trees ylelded no fruit, and no childrenw ere
vorn, Consequently, they gladly relensed the misunderstond fellow,
The mor=l lesson to be deduced is that the "$ietzer ha-ra" is not
nuuuﬁly avil and ean lead to the grecntest gocd if properly
ehanneled,

The Hebrews hoped to overcome the probleme inecident to the
sexual drive by endorsing early marriages. The Trlmud says thot
when 2 boy is thirteen he is rendy for Bar Mitzvah, the aeccepting of
the moral compmandments3 when he is eighteen, he is rendy to be married,
To meke merrisge possible at an early age, the Hebrews sought to supply
the young eouple with as mueh finanein)l help &s possible. The bride's
perents usually cmme forwerd with s handsome dowry and usually took
eore of the couple in thelr own home for at lesst a yeer, When the
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bride's parents ware poor, the cormunity fund undertcok to supply
the dowry,

In other words, the Hebrews tought: 1) It ie good to merry, and
2) It is good to merry young, In the merrisge relationship, they
understood that the sexunl drive would be satisfied, but they
spmphasized the fact that the rimary goal of the merriage wes
ehildren, The Jewish desire t o have meny ehildren indicetes more e
then a simple desire to re-produce one's kind, The Jewish concern
for ehildren reflectss 1) Their optimism coneerning the worth-
whileness of feoting life with nl) of its rigors, and 2) Their
balief that Judnism, as & way of life, must have many protagonists
if it is to survive in the world, Heen in this light, the Jewish
warriare is a atrong indiestion of the virility snd rower of Julanism
throurh the ages, Certninly, the Jews had every right to be diseouraged
by the trend of events sgeinct them, but they optimistieslly Chcy.h
reozasted the commrand of God to the firnt man and woman, "Be fruitful
and multiply”,

One of the Ten Commondments which Jews have mediated to the
world is the eommand, "Thou shslt honor thy father and thy mother",
Yet the Jew taught that this honor wes not one whieh was automatieal ly
due to the parent, 1t wes something which must be constantly solicited.
If a man is a father, tsught the Jew, he must also be » tescher,(Indeed,
the Hebrew word for parent and tescher is identiecel (moreh). ).
A parant who f2ile in his responsibility to transmit the basie values
of his eulture and the toole of survival to his children fnils in the
duty of n parent and forfeits his suthority in the femily aswell as
the respect due him, This is the view of 1ibersl Judaiem today,end
it is a view to whieh the Talmud obteined over a thousand years ago.
Te believe firmly today thot the rarent who doee not transmit to his
ehildren the determination and the technicue for living an ethienl life
has falled his children and Vetrayed the marriage eovenant.

- We have said thet unlive Peuline Christisnity, the Jewish tradition
taughtt 1) It was good to merry; 2) It was good to merry youngs 3)
It wee good to have many ehiidrens and 4) Fother and mother had the
responsibi’l ity for equipring the children with the tools for ereantive
living., Yo have said 1ittle, so far, of the relationship between husband
and wiffe, For fhousands of years, Jews have enlled the marriage ceremony
by the neme'Kiddushiny "Santifiertion”, the set of making holy. The
marrisge vow nledges both husband and wife to exalt and revered his
partner, Then, in the ceremony, es2h partieipant drinks of the wine and
rledges himself to the aet of erention, both physiesl and epéritual,
The seven blessings sre then recited whieh remind the bride and groom
thet eseh of them is in the image of divinity with a personality to
be resrected and not violated, Wine is the symbol of fruitfulness and
reproduction, but, saye the Bible, "Love is better than wine", The
Jewish marriage is baeed on more ;hnn the desire for physical survival,

The Jewish fomily has been monogomous fff by legel deeree for s
thousand vears and monogomous by custom for 25600 years, Bven in the
time of Abreham, roet Hebrews had only one wife, even though polygemy
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wag tolerated, Tore-inforece the faet that the Jewish marrisge must be
based on respect and affection, the Jews made it relntively eassy for

s man and women to be diverced.# The Telmud says that & man and woman

who remzin married, slthough not in love, are living in adultery. This
attitude in in sharp contrast with the baesie Christisn attitude that
 divoree is to be tolerrted only in the ease of Y4g/Y sdultery, in its
legnl connotations, Not law was the foundation of the Jewish home,

but love. A elnmssicsl exsmple of the affection of & husband for a wife 3
is the case of Jrncob laboring in the fields of his fether-in-lsw fourteen
vears to sequire Raehel for his wife., The dignity of the position of

the Jewish womsn in ths household is reflected in Sarah, Raehel, leah,
and Rebecca, The Bible lets us know thet these women were not mere
attendants to Abraham, Isane, snd Jaeod, They stand ocut es strong

and dominant p-rsonalitio-. The plees o¢f honor held by the woman in

the Jewish household is borne out by the Talmud ie dietim, "If your

wife is short, bend down to got her sdvice", ‘

- Jews were always aware of ths sexual, econc~mie, and soeinl
rurposns which & marringe served, Vevertheless, thy understcod that
a parriage must satisfy humon needs beyond this bere minimum, Not
only must » marriage produce children, it must prerare these ehildren
to face the rigors of 1ifs in an optimietie nd dynomie ay . It
- mugst rrovide thaese chi’'dren with volues and means of imposing
these values on the world, Farents were not only to give love and
bread to their eshildren, they were to be teamchers of etiies and
culture, Children were not only to honor their jperents but to be
students seeking to s seend to the level of the rarent's lecrning ed
wisdom, Men and woman were not only to meintein each other
eeonomienlly and sexunlly, they were 2lsc to rerder one ancBher,
in the words of the marriage ceremony, “s&-son v'simchah®
(joy and happinessi,"eh'vah * (love), “ra-ut® (eompanionship),
"Veshelom" ( the opportunity for self-falfiliment).

#= The Talmud tesches, "Thy wife has been given to thee in order
thet thou mayest realize with her 1ife's grest plani she is not
thine to vex or grieve, Yex her not , for God notes her tears."
While it is true that only = y¥gman eould obtein & divorece,the
woman eonuld sue in the ecurts to foree her husband to divoree her.
Divoree in prectice was rore. "When a men divorces his wife", said
the Rabbis, "the alter sheds tenrs",

X The Hebrew word shalom mesns rmore than “"penee", ne it is usuelly
interrreted. Its root menns to complate or to fulfill, to make
whola.
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Note L. for Page-2

The narrative in Genesis 2@ 24 further reads, "Therefore sh:11 & man
lenve his frther and his mother end shall elesve unto hie wife,
and they sh=1l be one flesh,



