The Continuing Crucifixion
Of The Jew

The Jew As Classic Scape-Goat

at hanging of a number of Iraqi Jews has served to bring
ba?l:etllf: ememors ofg the millions of Jews who were cremateld fb);
Hitler. The United Nations hasteneq to cqndgmn Israettaok
destroying civilian property in Lebanon in retaliation fo'rdan z:h.nc
on an Israeli plane loaded with pe'ople;.yet the UN said no tlt }f’
took no action on the mass executxons.m Irgq. Said U. Than" ”Thi,
Secretary-General, "The Iraqi matter 1s an 1qternal matl;)tert. 4
United States lproperly hastened to ﬂy an air-lift frorp Cul a}\l (1) fhz
Cuban refugees from Castroism. It did almost nothing t((i) .te P e
Jews condemned by Hitler. Where the Jews are concerne 1, i s.eiela 0
always to be an "internal matter”: translation - no help w1

forthcoming.

Jacques Soustelle, writing from Paris in an article published in

the Miami Herald, Feb.9, 1969, " The situz.it.ion of t}.xe 500,000 i] etws.n;
France is deteriorating steadily. Tbe polxthal police u_nde.r n enI;)d
Minister Marcellin is investigating J eW}sh orgamzatl‘?}?s aoSt
personalities. French Jews, who are conmdergd amonhg e mOW
patriotic and loyal of French citizens . ..complain that they a;:‘eJn o
considered 'second-rate’ Frenchmen. More than 500 French Je

are leaving France every month to establish themselves in Israel”.

i ili isitnot, the Jew on themove, fleeing from his
It is a familiar story,1s1tn o e

mer friends who, for some reason, are not im? W
t;:’l}.lat; is the root of all of this irrational hatred? When will it end?

Will it ever end?

"Let Him Go!”
When the great modern J ewish painter, Chagall, painted
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Jesuson
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the cross, he pictured him with a tallit (prayer-shawl) around his
loins. For Chagall, Jesus the Jew is not the Son of God, but he is the
symbol of the crucified Jew. In his memorable book, describing the
continued persecution of the Jews of Europe, Andre Schwartzbart
develops a scene where a group of German children, playing with a
young Jew, begin to act out the New Testdment story of the
crucifixtion of Jesus. They force upon the unwilling Jewish boy the
role of spokesman for the Jewish “mob”, as described in the New
Testament. When they came to the part where the Roman ruler asks,
"What shall be done with the prisoner?” the German boys turn to the
Jew and: wait for him to say, ”Crucify him, Crucify him!”; but the
Jew says nothing. ”Say, 'Crucify Him'”, the German Christians
scream; "Say, ‘Crucify him'’! The Jewish boy, identifying himself
with the unseen prisoner, cannot bring himself to say such a thing.
Whereupon, the German youths begin to cuff him around, to hitand
kick him.”Say,'Crucify him’, you dirty Jew,” they shouted. The Jew
finally speaks, sighing soulfully, ”"Oh, let him go. Let him go!” For
Schwartzbart in his book, The Last Of The Just, the Jewish peopleis
the crucified Jesus, the symbol of all who suffer needlessly, symbol
of all misunderstood minorities, symbol of all who are defenseless
and who are the victims of the unreasoning mob.

--Similarly, in the novel, The Fixer, by Bernard Malamud (asin the
movie), the persecuted Jew is identified by the author with Jesus. Of
course, to Schwartzbart and to Malamud, Jesus is not seen as a
divine being, but simply as another meek Jew, unjustly set upon by
the authorities, whether they be Roman, as in the New Testament,
- German, as in Schwartzbart’s book, or Russian, as in Malamud’s
book. To these Jewish writers, Jesus is but one Jew wrongly
condemned by his accusers, and what all these writers are sayingis,
“Why can’t the Christians see this? Why so much Christian
sympathy for one Jew who died 2,000 years ago, and why so little
sympathy for the six million crucified Jews of Europe? Why so much
sympathy for a victim of Roman tyranny 2,000 years ago and so
ittle sympathy for the 2 million Jews of Israel surrounded once
ain by hostile forces?” Alas, it is a legitimate question, and the
dentification of the entire Jewish people with one of their own who
died so long ago is not a false identification, if we leave aside the
Christological implications of his dying. At the end of his
compelling book entitled, The Anguish Of The Jews, the Catholic
Priest, Edward Flannery, quotes Jacques Maritain as saying, “The
Rassion of Israel is more and more clearly taking the shape of the
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cross.” When Maritain uses the phrase, "The passion of Israel”, he
refers to the suffering of Israel, much as our Jewish writers speak of
it. (E. Flannery, The Anguish Of The Jews, McMillan Co., N.Y.,

1965, p. 277). _ ‘

Early Anti-Semitism

Father Flannery attempts to trace the development of anti-
semitism in his scholarly study. He points out that much of modern
anti-semitism is rooted in the early conflict between the Synagogue
and the Church. There are no greater enemies than two factions
which are really somewhat close together and which are competing
for followers. Father Flannery describes how, in the early centuries
of this era, the Synagogue was, at first, friendly to the early
Christians, and, then, an enemy, as the Jewish leaders slowly
realized that what was developing was not merely just a different
Jewish sect but a whole new religion which was turning its back on
Judaism. Similarly, the early Church Fathers, according to this
Christian scholar, at first were admirers of Judaism, then, ambiva-
lent towards the Jewish people, and, finally, its enemies. The main
break came in the fourth century with St. Augustine and, especially,
with St. Chrysostom. Where Jesus had nothing but love for his
people and carried his message only to them, St. Paul, who later
propagated his own concept of Christianity, was hurt by the failure

of the Jews to accept him as a new prophet. Still, Paul felt that God ;

had a special love for the Jewish people.

St. Augustine, who is one of the greatly admired men of the early &
Church, at one point called for Christians to approach the Jews with

love; but he also wrote, “Judaism since Christ is corruption
indeed, Judasis theimage of the Jewish people...” (Quoted by Father
Flannery, p. 50). You will recall, that Judas was the disciple who
betrayed Jesus to the Roman soldiers. It is precisely here with St
Augustine in the 4th century that we see a willingness to identify all
of the Jews with one of their evil members, Judas, while there is an
unwillingness to identify the Jews either with Jesus, the good guy,
or with other disciples who did not betray Jesus and who were also
Jews! St. Augustine also said, ”...(The Jews) bear the guilt for the
death of the Savior. For through their fathers they have killed the

Christ” (Flannery, p. 50) Here we see one of the sainted teachers of
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Christendom glossin :
g over the
Jew crucified by the Romans.cardmal fact that Jesus was but one

dgg:vg;r(::fsh th: ages absorbed his anti-semitism. St, Augustine
AoRE f(’)urth no tas b'ad as St. Chrysostom who lived also in this'
oatical, lour dcefx‘l ury in Antxoph. A major emphasis of his ministry
Jews are) . re t;l)e :gsie;islg:gfeg‘f)’mﬁly’ R Yol
e he 1 ! all men . . . lustfu i
gozzggs,ege;ﬁ(ﬁlou% bz.irlxld},ts - . . inveterate murdererls,z r.a pac}x:zl:;
pos ferocityyof e -lsvﬂ . "Indeed, " he wrote, “they have s1.xr.passed
eyl :vxth beast.s for they murder their offspring and:
e 0 the Devil.! "And why are Jews so degenerate?”
et aint asl;ed. And he_ answered,” . .. (because of the{r)
S ssasgm_atxo.n of Qhrlst." Again he wrote “(for thi
e * + - N0 expiation is possible, no indulgence, no ’ard 3 l’s’
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1s the quty of Christians to ‘r(:lte the Jews i m%.

Not Official Church Doctrine
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:‘xlla:innt(;:'y points out that the Nazileaders, Himmler, Goebbels, Hess
agai,zstixl'ls;i:v:vrv: pr:@u:}t)s 01£ a "rigid Catholic piety”. In revc’)lting
strict background of Puritani h
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complicated by the fact that the Jew was a traveler. Everywhere he

went, he was the stranger, the different one, the minority. In times of
crisis, whether it was Russia or Glermany or Spain, it was always
the minority,the visible minority which became the convenient

he intellectual tradition of the Jew often

scapegoat. Further, t !
worked to his disadvantage. He was resented ‘because his

wanderings had forced him to become adaptable and successful in
whatever surroundings he found himself. He was resented because
the laws excluded him from the ownership of land and forced him to
become a merchant with money. He was resented, on the one hand,
because the laws of kashrut did not permit him to eat at another’s
table, and, on the other, because he was identified with the
| miserable living conditions in which he was forced to live in the
| ghetto. The Jew dressed differently and acted differently. He shied
| away from normal gentlemanly pursuits like hunting and war.
| Because he was the great unknown, and therefore mysterious, he
‘ was hated for imaginary and fantasy-fed reasons. .
Father Flannery draws our attention to a startling fact. If Hitler's
.  anti-semitism fed on a stored Christian hatred of the Jew, it had its
| deeper psych.ological base in another phenomenon. Hitler attacked
| not only the Synagogue but the Church, as well. Hiscall wasnottoa
i purified Christian nation but to a nation rid of all but Germany's .
! pagan past. Rauschning, one of Hitler's Lieutenants, spoke derog-
atorily about, "Consicence . . . that Jewish invention”. In his
Weltangschaung, Hitler attacks the Jews for representing
symbolically the demands of the divinely established moral law, the
Ten Commandments, which stood in the way of his radical
amoralism and his deification of the German State and the German

Volk (Flannery, p- PEAUE

Anti-Semites As Jesus Haters

Jacques Maritain has perceived that the hatred of the Jew isa
unconscious hatred of Jesus himself. It is Maritain’s theory that th
Christian anti-semite, incapable of hating Christianity openl
centers his resentment of Jesus and his teachings or;-.his'peopl
Maurice Samuels has said of Christian anti-semites, "They mu
spit on the Jews as the Christ-killers, because they long to spiton the
Jews as Christ-givers.” Father Flannery observes, "Often the rigi
Christian . . . is the most likely candidate for anti-semitism
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tion of the Wasp, butasa personification of thed ew.wrapp}t:d'l:‘:};; -
tla(\)llit' or like Bernard Malamud in The.F ixer, tl}ey will s:i }t) ee Jlewish
gruit’y of the Christian policeman, pointing his gun a

inmate of the prison and saying, "For Christ’s sake, die”; or, like
Andre Schwartzbart i

n. The Last Of The Just, the (.Jl}ristiap w}illl
come to see the Jew not in the role of the Rorpahn c;.\igxﬁ:,; é:)]rg 1Sr: :hz
t up Jewish child a .
£ Judas), but as the poor, beat t k : '
r(;)};moan bullies, crying out to his tormentors, Let him go; Let him
s y, "The sin of anti-semitism i8

In the words of Father Flanner s ok of the Christian faith, a

(Presented During Dedication Week
At First Methodish Church of South Miami)

>

On behalf of the congregation of Temple Beth Am, I should like to
congratulate the First Methodist Church for this beautiful and
reverent building. It is impressive evidence of your good taste and
your dedication to religion. Members of this Church know thatit has
been my privilege to speak on several occasions in their original
chapel. Our children, too, have benefited from your hospitality, for
in the days when Beth Am was young and struggling (we are old
and struggling now), we used the facilities of this Church for our
Hebrew School. Indeed, our people have been so often within the
walls of this church that there might be some confusion at Beth Am
as to whether we are raising good Jews or good Methodists.

I think we all have torecognize that the easy and warm friendship
between these two congregations is not typical of Church-
Synagogue relationships. We have here a precious and unusual
evidence of the true spirit of religion. I do not think that theintensity
of this relationship would be possible were it not for the genuine love
which emanates from your Pastor, Ralph Huston, towards all men.
They say that a man teaches best by what he himselfis. In Judaism,
we would call the Reverend Huston, a "Tzadik,” that rareindividual
1 :ivho demonls);trates through his personal being, something of the
st : ious persuasions. While some ivine attributes, and through him we are drawn closer to God. I
between Mgu.stetr s::(;l gia;)kgl:gé;a&ot shI:;\re the warm feelings of trust that the members of this church do not take your pastor for
Ministers, Pries Setheless true that the frequent contacts made granted. .
others, it 1s non £4i0c vaxions denominations are genuine and I wish to speak tonight about the subject of divine attributes or
betweextl. the leaders 0 o t‘1, qualitieas;.JVe are accustomed to hear the statement that the world
supportive. ich prejudice can sink, bu Lowes a debt to ancient Israel for leading us to the beliefin one God.I

We must not forget; thie rgeé):}t:’;fc‘;;};ngeg t}Jxat are taking place “submit to you this evening the thought that Israel could haveled the
us tak_e hear.t frorr:1 e - Il))eliev e that these changes prOV_lde orld into great difficulty by stressing the concept of one God. The
American life tﬁ C 3{3’ f ture trust and cooperation can be built. ancient pagans taught not merely that there were many Gods, they
foundation on which 1u ; itaught that the Gods ruled by whim and caprice. One of their
tlegends teaches that the great flood came because the Gods

many things, but in the end it is a
failure of Christian hope.

Post-Script

i 1 ti-semitism without referring tq
I could not end this brief study of an it e i

:1:ve changes that I have seen
t}:xedp:lsrl(::xv:d the world. Cooperation })etween t}}e Pro%esz?nit;
réa’cholic and Jewish faiths in Miami at the highest lev

1 true 25 years ago, but itis true
lary. This may not have.been : :
(;:){g:;p Snyan international basis, the Catholic Chr;x}(:htil:: ﬁ:xsglguti(;(i
¥ i i tsin recent yearsine
in one of its main policy statemen 1 - v i
d Israel is eternally vaid.
the covenant between Qod an e ome
i -otestant bodies have made similar proc’ _ X
?: tsl:::}}“l:sot %q’ade County we have a fruitful ongoing relationship
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