THE COMMON BONDS OF ORTHODOX, CONSERVATIVE, AND REFORM JUDAISM

IN. RECENT MONTHS THERE HAS BEEN MUCH.TALK IN OUR COMMUNITY

ABOUT WHAT SEEMS TO BE CERT AIN. NEW SECTS IN JUDAISM. THESE
GROUPS BEAR THE NAMES LIBERAL AND RECONSTRUCTIONIST. MANY PLOPLE
HAVE ASKED ME TO EXPLAIN WHAT THESE NAMES MEAN. WE CAN UNDERSTAND
THEM ONLY IF WE FIRST UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THE DIFFERENCES BETWELN

ORTHODOX, CONSERVATIVE AND REFORM JUDAISM. 4 v
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KET US RTHODOXY.. ORTHODOXY
TEACHES THAT 0D %I FIRST FIVE BOUKS OF THE

THE WORLD WAS CREATED

. JUST AS THE B{BLE SAYS IN SIX DAYS. IT ACCEPTS THE FACT THAT
HE WAS MOULDED FROM A
SUN STAND STILL,

THE LAW IN THE TORAH PROBIBITING \THE EATING OF PORK
IS TO BE FOLLOWED AS STRICTLY AS THE LAW TEWCHING, " THOU SHALT
NOT KILL". ORTHODOXY GOES FURTHER AND SAYS|THAT THE ADDITIONAL
RITUALS INSTITUTED BY THE RABBIS WHO COMPILED THE MISHNA AND THE
TALMUD ARE AS\BINDING UPON THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AS ARE THE LAWS
OF THE TORAH/ IN OTHER WORDS THE ORTHODOX ACCEPT RABBINIC
D

LAW AS WELL AY BIBLICAL LAW,. RITUAL MORAL{S57¢ Lacy houk
& WJ’Z—NW v J S
i . “ORTHODOC RELIGIOUS SERVICE| IS MUCH THE| SAME AS IT HAS BEEN

RAYERS BESEECHING

ITS ANIMAL SACRIFICES
ON OF THE DEAD IN THEIR
OMMUNITY IN MODERN

"FOR OVER A THOUSAND YEARS, AND [IT INCLUDES

AS WELL AS PRAYERS CONCE
SELFSAME BODYEES. THE IV
TIMES, AS IN DAYS OF OLD, INTO THE PRIESTLY GROUP,
THE LEVITES, ANI) THE ISRAELITES. WE COULD S ARIZE THE ORTHODOX
POSITION BY S.YING THAT IT IS WEDU JLIE IN THE LITERAL
TRUTH OF EVERY |WORD IN THE BIEE: IT CLINGS TO THE EXTREME
IMPORT ANCE OF DETAILED RITUAL: AND IT LOOKS FOR THE RESTORATION

] [
OF ANCIENT TEMP PRACICES..T@ THIS MUST BE\N ADDED A BELIEF IN

THE COMING OF INDIVIﬁUALM?SSIAH, A HUMAN BEING, WHO WILL LEAD
ISRAEL AND MANKIND TO JU§§rAND§PEACE. OF COURSE,OR%Hggg%ENDS e
STILL TEACHES THE CONCEPT OF THE CHOSEN PEOPLE. IT CONTENDS T
WE ARE CHOSEN AS GOD'S MOST PRECIOUS PEOPLE AND THAT WE ARE THE

OBJECT OF HIS SPECIAL CONCERN,
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. /l) LET US BEGIN TONITE BY TRYING TO UNDERSTAND ORTHODOXY. THE FIRST
ESSENTIAL POINT ABOUT 0. IS THAT IT_ACCEPTS THE LITERAL TRUTH
OF THE BIBLE. IT TEACHES THAT GOD BICTATED THE TORAH OR FIRST FIVE
BOOKS TO MOSES.. IT TEACHES THAT THE WORLD WAS CREATED IN SIX DAYS
AND JOSHUA DID MAKE THE SUN STAND STILL. THE SRCOND DISTINGUISHING
FEATURE ABOUT O, IS THAT IT IS BASED ON THE AUTHORITY OF-FEeeH
LAV, IT TEACHES THAT BEING RELIGIOUS IS A MATTER OF FOLLOWING
THE TRADITIONAL LAW AS IT IS FIRST SPECIFIED IN THE BIBLE AND AS
IT IS LATER EXTENDED BY THE RABBIS WHO COMPILED THE TALMUD. FOR
THE ORTHODOX; THE LAW IS NOT DIVISIBLE INTO MORAL AND RITUALISTIC

LAW.. TO HIM EVERY DETAIL OF THE LAW IS E8UALLY VALID, AND ONE MUST
NOT QUESTION THE LAW CONCERNING KOSHER FOODS JUST AS ONE MUST NOT

QUESTION! THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.. A THIRD FEATURE OF ORTHODOXY IS
ITS ANCICIPATION OF THE COMING OF A MESSIAH, AN INDIVIDUAL WHO

WILL BE A DESCENDENT OF KING DAVID, WHO WILL BE KING OﬁpZN INDL 'ENDENT

ISRAEL AND,USHER 1IN AN ERA OF PECE AND JUSTICE FOR LSRAEL WHICH
WILL BENEFIT THE ENTIRE WORLD.. FOR O.. THE COMING OF TH: MESSIAH
HAS A BASIC NATIONAL/STIC KERNEL, AND ITS UNIVERSAL BEMJ BMPLICATIONS

ARL i» MEE=ENESERG-ARReee¥ THL FUTURISTIC HOPLS
OF O. ARE INCLUDE® A BELIEF IN THE RESURRECTLON OF THE BOD

THE REINSTITUTLION OF THE ANCIENT TEMPLE WITH ITS ANIMAL SACRIFICES,
AND THE REINSTUTION OF THE POWER OF THk PRIESTS AND THk LEVITES,

IT IS ONLY FAIR TO STATE THAT IN SPITE OF THi FACT THAT O. JEWS

PRAY THREE TIMES A DAY FOR THk COMING OF THE MESSIAH AND THE
RESDORATLION. OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES, THE¥DO=NOT REECCT ANTHGIRSEE
THESE PRINCIPLES ARE ACCEPTED MORL BY THe EXTREME ORTHODOX THAN BY
THE SO-CALLED MODEEN ORTHODOX,. THE PROBLEM FOR THE MODERN ORTHODOX,
HOWEVER, IS THAT THEY W{YK/ SEEM POWERLESS TO DEVELOPE A P:.OCEDURL
WHICH WILL ENABLEL THEM TO CHANGE THE OLD JEWISH LAW TO WHICH THREY
ARE BOUND. AS A RESULT THEY SEEM TO Bk PRAY ING FOR THINGS IN WHICH
THEY NO LONGER BELIEVE; 4893 CERTAINLY THE AVERAGE ORTHODOX JLW
WOULD BE HORRIFILD TO DISCOVER THAT HE WAS PRAYING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, FOR £ RETURN TO ANIMAL SACRIFICES. THIS SITUATION MIGHLIGHTS
THE PROBLEM OF THE 0. JEW IN MODERN TIMES. HIS INTELLECT MAXY

INSTRUCT HIM THAT SOME OF HIS VIEWS ARE WRONG, BUT HE IS WEDDED TO

A SYSTEM OF PROCEDURE WHICH DOES NOT PhRMIT HIM TO INSTITUTE

CHANGES. THE CENTER O GRAVITY IN O, IS IN THk PAST, AND HEE O.
JEW IS CHAINED TO LAWS THAT ARE THOUUSANDS OF YbARS OLD.

// CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM REPRESENTS AN INTERMEDIATE STAGE IN THE
Bl et EFFORT OF THE& MODERN JEW TO LIBLRATE HIMSELF FROM THE UNCHANGING
L&WS OF HIS PAST. CONSERVATISM J$// according TO A RECENT BOOK
ON. THE SUBJECT BY DR MOSHE DAVIS, BEGAN WITH THE FOLLOWING
- STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, ( p. 18, "The Emergence of Conmservstive
Judaism"):
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1, Jews MUST TRY TO ADAPT THEMSELVES TO THE NEW SPLIRLIT
OF UNIVERSALISM AND SCIENCE

2, KLAL YISROEL, THE A L-INCLUSIVE JEWISH COMMUNITY IS
A PRIMARY GOAL

3. JEWISH LAW CAN Bk CHANGED, ALTHOUGH IT MUST STILL BE

CONSIDERED THE BASI@ﬁsiiiuilESM , £
of BWTHORITY ;n,\lvab*44~“'

4, THE TRADITIONAL MITZVOS OR RITUALS MUST BE ACCEPTED AS THE
BASIC PRE_CONDITION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH WAY OF LIFE,

WE CAN SUMMARIZE THESE POINDS BY SAYING THAT IT WAS THE GOAL
OF CONSERVATIVE JUDALSM AJT ITS FOUNDING TO RETAIN THE WUTHORITY
OF THE ANCIENT JEWISH LAW, BUT TO CHANGL IT IN SUCH 4 WAY AS
IT WOULD BE CONSISTENT WiTH MODERN SCIENCE AND UNIVERASLISM. s
THE POSSIBILITIES FOR CHANGE, HOWEVER, WERE SEVERELY LIMITED BY /
' PRINC IPLE (SSeeonemmropaeemetesmmeny 1HAT Tl TiADITIUNAL
MITXVOS OR RITUALS ARE A BASIC PRE-CONDITION FOR JUDAISM.
IN OTHER WORDS CONSERVATISM STATED THE BASIC NEED FOR CHANGE,
BUT THEN TIED ITS OWN HANDS BY THIS LAST REQUIREMENT. THE MORE
LIBERAL CONSERVWATIVE RABBLIS HAVE RECOGNIZED THIS POINT.
SOME OF THESE CONSERVATIVE RABBIS, LIKE MORDECAI KAPLAN AND
IRA EISENSTEIN. HAVE FORMED A Ktﬁ%ﬁnmaézﬁm WHICH THEY CALL
RECOGNSTRUCTIONISM, FOR APPROXIMATELY 35  YhARS THEY HAVE
TRIED TO INFLUENGE CONSERVATIVE RABBIS TO BECOME MORE LIBERAL.
THEY HAVE THEMSELVES ADMITTED ALMOST COMPLETE DEFRAT AND TODAY
THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT A NEW SEMINARY FOR MEN WHO THINK AS THEY

DO..

WE SHALL SPEZK MORE OF RECONSTRUCTIONSSM IN A MOMENT,
BUT IT 1S IMPT. TO POINT OUT HERE THAT IN SPITE OF THE FACT

THAT CONSERWATIVE JUDAISM HAS RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR SUMBSTANTIAL
CHANGES IN JEWISH LAW, IT HAS NOT TAKEN THE STEPS NECESSARY TO

ALTER THIS LAW, AND IN THh LAST SEVhRAL DLCADES, CONS LRVATISM
HAS RETREATED INTO MODEEN. ORTHODOXXY. THE LEADERSIP OF ITS
SEMINARY IS CLOSELY CONTROLLED BY ITS RIGHT WING OR ORTHODOX
INCLINED SPUKENSMAN, THi REFORM OBJELCTLON TO CONSLRVATISM IS
THAT THERE IS AN EXTREME DICHOTOMY BLETWLEN THE RABBI AND THE LAYMLN,
CONSERV AT IVE RABBIS MALINTAIN A STANDARD OF RITUALISTIC OBSLRVANCL
FOR THEMSELVES WHILE THE AVERAGE CONSERVATIVE JbkW IS SUBSTANTIALLY
NON-OBSERVANT. SOMEONE HAS SAID THAT THE BASIC C. POSITION IS
INTELLECUALLY REFORM AND EMOTIONALLY TRADITIONAL. THIS WOULD Bk
TRUk FOR THE C.. RABBIS ONLY. THk AVERAGE C. JEW IS LITTLE MORE
OBSEVANT THAN THE AVRERAGE REFORM JkW. IN SPITk OF THE C. JEW'S
IMPATIENCE WITH THE NON-OBSERVANGE OF THE R, JiW, STATISTICS
CLEARLY SHOW THAT THE C., JEW OBSERVES LESS THAN Iﬁ% OF THe MITZVOS
OR RITUALS BEQUIRED BY THE ORTHODOX, IN TkRMS OF THE PRACTICAL
OBSERVANCE OF THE MASSES, WE CAN SAY THAT C.. JUDAISM IS CHAR#CTERIZE D
BY A SHARP DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THiE RECOMMENDED OBSLRVANCE AND THAT

ACTUALLY FOLLOWED BY THE RANK AND FILE. IN THIS SENSE, C. JUDALSM
IS A MOVEMENT CONTAINING GRLEAT EXTREMES, WHICH FOR SOME REASON

ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD HUMOR BY BOTH THk RABBIS AND THE LAITY, AS IF
TO SAY, WE MUST PROJECT A POSITION EVEN IF Wk DON'T MAINTAIN IT.



%& SYN AGOGUE
TO THE CREDIT OF C. JUDAISM, WE MUST SAY THAT LTS,SCHOOLS
ARE SUBSTANTIALLY SUPERIOR TO MOST 0. SCHOULS, AND IT HAS
~ PROVIDED A HOME FOR LARGE NUMBERS OF JEWS, FOREMERLY 0., WHO
Y AREEEEEE/ WERE UNABLE TO ACCEPT THE FRANK AND BOLD BREAK THAT REFORM
JUDAISM MADE WITH THE ANCLENT TRADITION, IT MUST BE FURTHLR SAID
THAT THE C. SEMINARY FOR THk TRAINING OF RABBIS IB ONE OF THE TWO OR
THREE MAJOR SOURCES OF JEWISH CULTURE TODAY, AND ITS INFLULNCE N
THE AMERICAN SCENE IS UNMIST AKABLE. ON THE OTHER HAND, (iGN (715 _, .
{f colT T UNDERSTAND THE MSeSSSmech-oR=mumponm-shve=smn C, JLV¢ WHO ey =
LA+ o THE 0,. JEW FOR THi RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, WHEN THEfessr &
BELILVE IN THIS DOGMA, AND WHu PRAKS FPR THE RESTITUTION OF NAMY
ANIMAL SACRIFICES, WHEN @HEY CLEARLY ﬁé%iﬁ#i IT. THE=ESSENCE
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/7;;7/7 IT IS TO THE CREDIT OF C. JUDAISM THAT IT HAS KEPT ALIVE SOME
////) MEASURE OF JEWISH RITUALLISTIC OBSERVANCE, ALTHOUGH WHAT HAS SURVIVED
IS OF AN ECLLECTIC NATURE,. C. JEWS SkkM TO PICK AND CHOOSE WHAT
RITUALS TH EY PERSONALLY WISH TO FOLLON. AND WHAT 1S NOT TO Ti_bIR
LIKING, ON THk OTHER HAND, REFORM JUDAISM HAS MADE A MBJOR CONTRIBUTION
TO MODERN JUDAISM BY REEMPHAZING THE ROLE OF THE PROPHETS IN OUR

PAST TRADITION,. IT IS Wk WHO HAVE MADE IT POSSIBLL FOR JEWS TO FLkL
\ THAT JUDAISM IS CONSISTINT WITH THk SCIENTIFIC SPIRIT AND WITH

TH SPIRIT OF DEOCR/CYJMT IS WE WHO HAVE TAUGHT T@E MOST CLEARLY
A —
THAT RELIGION MEANS NOTHWING IF IT DOES NOT MEAN, AT LisAST, AN

OBRBEHOK, ONu"OF THE Most b&BEcTED HUMAYSTSF Ol igu® BBt SOLOMON
- AAS MAINTAINED THAT BACH SEGMENT OF JUDAISM HAS ITS ROLE TO PLAY.
@RIUJPY WERE IT NOT FOR ORTHODOXY WE MIGHT LOSE CONTACT WiTH THE
VITiL ELEMENTS OF OUR PAST WHICH PHUPYLKP’ KEPT JUDAISM ALIVE THROUGH
THE AGES. WERE IT NOT FOR CONS ERWATISM,JEWS MIGHT HAVE LESS
'CBHESIVENESS BECAUSE THEY/ REFORM HAS NOT ACCENTED RITUAL. WERE IT
NOT FOR REFORM, JUDALSM WOULD LOSE ITS MOST CRLEATIVE ARM IN
MODERN. TIMES. THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION THAT EACH MOVEMENT
HAS STILL A GREAT DEAL TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS Tk RICHNESS OF
JUDALSM..

REFORM JUDALSM HAS TRIED TO HOLD, HIGH THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF OUR

'FAITH SO THAT JEWS WOULD DEVOTE THEHGREATER ENERGIES TO WHAT 1S
MOST IMPT. IN=oGH=Pwsi, WE HAVE FRANKLY STATED THAT MUCH OF JLWISH
LAW WAS INCONSISTENT WiTH THE MODERN SPIRIT, AND WE HAVE BEEN
UNAFRAID TO MAKE NEW PRONOUNCEMENTS , IN THE PROPHLTIC SPIRITy 42

WIEESH H AVE LINKED TOGLTHER THE BEST IN THE JEWiSH PAST WITH
| THE BEST IN THE PRESENT. WE HAVE CLhARLY STATED THAT Wi ACCEPT
THE BIBLE NOT AS THE WORD OF GOD BUT AS THE WORD OF INSPIRED MEN

'TRAYING TO REACH AS HIGH AS THEY MIGHT. FOR US THE BlBLhﬁS THE
HISTORY OF ONE'S PEOPLE'S CONTINUING VALIANT EEFORT TO LIVE A

LIFE OF ML ANING, AND IT DORS NOI' LOSE RLVERENCE FOR US BECAUSL
WE SAY IT IS NOT A SCIENTIFIC BOOK.
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ReFORM JEWS ARE NOT ASKED TO PRAY FOR THE RESUKRECTION OF

THE BODY OR FOR THE S8ESTORATION OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES. WE STATE
SIMPLY THAT THESE BELIEFS BELONG TO A TIME PAST. THESE PRAYERS
ARE ELIMINATED FROM OUR Pk Y ER BOOK, AW® WHERE THk O. AND CONS.
PRAYER-BOOKS QMEY EXPRESS MOST OF THEIR PRAYERS IN BiHALF
OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, wgﬁg“%t ALTE fgtggp ANCIENT PR :YERS
TO INVOKE GOD'S BLES SINGS IN REFORM JUDAISM .
THE OBSERVANCE OF THE RABBI IS NOT LXPLCTED T0 Bk DIFFERENT
FROM THE OBSERVANCE OF THE PEOPLE, NOR DOES THE RABBI ASK THE
. PEOPLE TO JP@/TUINGS/TRLT/ PRACTICE OBSERVAVES WHEN HE REALLY
' KNOWS THEY WON'T DO THEM. IN REFORM J. WE TRY TO DEVELOP A
MINIMUM SET OF RITUALS, AND THEN Wk ALL TRY TO FOLLOW THEM, -

ONE CANNOT BE A REFORM JEW IN THE TRUE SENSE ENLESS HE IS

CONSTANTLY SEEKING WAYS T0 IMPROVE HIMSELF AND HIS RELIGIOUS

EXPRESSION, VEES/RELPGUM/JUPLEIN/TLAGHES /TAKY / UNFORTUNATELY,
ABOUT 100 YEARS AFTER ITS REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD,REFORM JUDALSM
BECAME A NEW KIND OF ORTHODOXY, AND ITS LEADERS BECAME. VERY

ANXIOUS NOT TO MAKh AN%Lﬁgﬁggyﬁg;N THE RITUALISTIC SSRUCTURE
WHICH HAD BECOML. FORM., WHEN TRADITIONAL JLWS
HOLD UP THEIR NOSE AT THE MENTION OF REFORM, THEY ARE REACTING

TO THAT PHASE 9 f N IT HAD BECOME TOO PrROUD OF ITS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLUSIVL/ IN ITS RESTRICTLONS..
WHAT WAS TRUE "OF REFORM JUDAISM 40 and 30 YEARS AGO IS NO
LONGER TRUE TODAY, FORTUNATELY, Wk HAVE UNDERGONE AND ARE UNDERGOING
A SECOND TRULY CREATIVE PLRIOD WITHIN OUR OWN MIDST.

WHEN REFORM JUDAISM BEGAN, IT WAS SO ANXIOUS TO &ﬁ%égerﬂE

PRIMACY OF LTHICAL PRINC IPLES IN JUDAISM THAT IT MADE THR
MISTAKE OF THINKING THAT THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COULD SURVIVE
WITHOUT SOME DEFINITL BASIS OF RITUALISTIC AND CULTURAL OBSERV ANCE.

REFORM JEWS HAD TO LE/RN THE LESSON THAT THE JEWS ARE NOT ONLY
THE BLARERS OF A RELIGION, THEY ARK ALSO_ CONSTITUTE A PROPLL,
 IN THE SENSE THAT THEY SHARE A HISTORY THAT GOES BACK 4,000 YEARS.
Aup/;/,vazz/;zmmy/zxzsfg/wy// IT REMAINED FOR RABBI STEPHEN S. WiSE,
HE GREATEST RABBI OF OUR AGE,TO TEACH US THiS LESSON. DLISSATISFIED
1WITH THE ANTI-ZIONIST STAND OF THE CINCINATTI REFORM SEMINARY,

WISE, THi LEADING REFORM RABBLI OF THE EAST, FOUNDED THE JEWISH INSTITUTE

(OF RELIGION IN NEW YORK To,ggglg RABBIS WHO WOULD Bk REFORM IN THLIR

Prer sl
RELIGIOUS ¥Iiw, BUT ¢ IN THEIR APPROACH TO RITUAL, AND
MOk E CUNSCL OUS Or THE PrOPLEHOOD OF ISRAEL. THIS WAS IN THE KARLY

' 1920s, WHEN THE NEW YORK SEMINARY WAS FOUNDED, SThP‘EfWISE TURNED

|
. TO A LIBERAL CONSERVATIVE RABBI WH. M HE THOUGHT WAS TRYING TO DO
'THE SAME THING IN THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT THAT HE WAS DOLNG,
 ABRe@Bee-> IN THE FREFORM MOVEMENT, AND ik ASKED THIS MAN TO BECOME
| THE PRESIDENT OF THE JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION. RABBI MODECAL
'KAPLAN AND STEPHEN WISE THOUGHT ALIKE IN MOST WAYS. KAPLAN WAS
. CONVINCED,, IN SPITE OF HIS CONSERVATIVE BACKGROUND, THAT MODERN
JEVS HAD TOMAKE A SHARP BRLAK WITH THE PAST. Hb URGED CONSERVATIVE
| JE¥S TO DENY THE DOCTRINE OF THE BODILY RESURRECTION AND TO
'ELIMINATE THE PRAYERS FOR THE RESTORYATION OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES.
'THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT WOULD NOT ACCEPT EVEN THIS MINIMUM
| COMPROMISE .



IN KAPLAN'S VIEW CONSERVATIVE JEWRY HAD TO DO SUBSTANTIALLY
WH4T REFORM HAD DONE , EXCEPT THAT HE WANTED CONSERVATIV: JLWS
TO ACCENT THE PEQPLEHOOD OF ISRAEL AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
MOST OF THE MITZVOS OR RITUALS.. THE DIFFERENCE BETWELN. KAPLAN
AND RABBI WISE WAS NOT A DIFFERENCE IN MODD, BUT A DIFFERENCE
IN DEGREE. KAPLAN PYP/N ~ WANTED MG¥ OF THE RITUALS TO Bk
MAINT AINED, EVEN THOUGH HE WOULD OPENLY SAY THAT THE RITUALS
WERE NOT DERIVED FROM GOD, WISE WAS NOT REALLY CONCERNED
ABOUT SO MANY RITUALS, WE WILL NEWER KNOW WHETHER THE MARRIAGE
BETWEEN. Ffl{/ KAPLAN AND WISE WOULD HAVE VORKED, BECAUSE
KAPLAN. DEDICED TO STAY IN THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT AND 72
TRY TO BORE FROM WITHIN. HE CALLED FOR,A RECONSTRUCTION OF THAT
MOVEMENT AND ~CALLED HIS gﬁﬁAﬁEﬁJﬁﬂqﬁMﬁ&ﬂfT RECONGIRUCT IONISM,
IT REPRESENTED A BOLD INTELLECTUAL BREAK FROM THE MAIN STRLAM
OF C.. JUDAISM, KAPLAN. Fil LiD COMPLLTELY TO INFLUENCE C. JUDALSM.
HIS DESCIPLES FROM THAT SEMINARY ARE FEW AND PAR BLTWEEN,
THE C. MOWEMENT HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY THE MODERN ORTHODOE,

NOT BY THE LIBERALS,

STEPHEN. WISE WENT HIS OWN WAY WITH HIS FREFORM SEMINARY .

HE MADE MANY MORE CONVERTS TO HIS WAY OF THINKING THAR DID
KAPLAN. WISE SPOKE OF "KALAL YSROEL"M " THE COMJUNITY OF ISRAEL"™ a
HE THOUGHT ,py p1ME HAD COME FOR REFORM JUDAISM TO SPREAD ABROAD,

AND FOR ITS OWN PART TO BE LLSS RIGID. WE ALL KNOW THAT STEPHEN
WISE BECAME THE FOKREMOST  PFIGURE IN THE AMERICAN ZIONIST
MOVEMENT, AND HE TRAINED MANY DESCIPLES. ULTIMATELY in 1949

THE CINCINATTI REFORM SEMINARY MERGED WITH THE NEW YORK SC.OOL
OF DR, WISE, ADMITTING WITH THIS GESTURE THAT IT HAD BELN WRONB

IN ITS__ANTI-ZIONIST STAND., THUS WAS REFORM JUDAISM IN ITS
ENTIRELY WEDDED TO THE CONCEPT OF "KLAL YISROEL", THE COMUUNLTY
OF ISRAEL, . NO Lou;%n WERE REFORYJEWS TO THINK OF THEMSELVES
AS AN ISOLA TED EL

IN ITS INTERNAL STRUCTURE, REFORM JUDAISM HAS ALSO CHANGED
TREMENDOUSLY., ORIGINALLY WE WERE PREDOMiINATELY A MOVEMENT OF
JEWS FROM WESTERN EUROPL,. TODA OUR MOVEMENT 1S DOMINATED BY
JEWS DESCENDEN® FROM EASTERN EUROPEAN JEWS, AND Wk HAVE GROWN
TO A NATIONAL MOVEMENT OF OV ER 600 CONGREGAT LONS, THE BASIC
PRINCIPLES OF OUR MOVEMENT ARE NOT CHANGED. IT WOULD Bk ENTIRELY

WRONG TO SAY THAT QUR MOVLMENT HAS BECOME MORE CONSERVATIVE..
THE C. MOVEMENT IS YEDDED TO THi TRADITI NAL JEWISH LAW,
WE HAVE DECLARED THAT Wk ARE NOT DEPENDENT ON THAT LAW AS THL

SOURCE OF AUTHORITY. THk C.. MOVEMENT IS WLDDED TO THE PLRFORMANCE

OF THE 613 MITZVOS OF MOSES AS A PRECONDITOON té’ITs EXISTENCE..

WE ARE CONC RNED MERELY WITH DEVELOPING A SMALL SET OF RITUAL
WHICH ARE ESPECIALLY MEAINGFUL FOR OUR TIMk AS AN A gg%’fg’é’

IN KEEPING THE JEWISH COMMUNITY COHLSIVL V2 ana
W—é/_{/ W/%

\?
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E COME NOW TO SPLAK OF Tﬂh LON&RLGAfIUNS WiICH CALL

THEMSELVES RECOGNSTRUCTIOST AND LIBERAL, A LIBERAL CONGREGATION
\/( IS USUALLY ¢N/, A MEMBER OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT WHICH
, WISHES TO CLING TO CERTAIN RITUALS LIKE THE WEARING OF HATS.

FREQULETLY SUCH A CONGREGATION WILL NOT HAVE A PREPONDERANT
‘MAJORITY OF EIT%;R REFG;M OR CONSERVATIVE JEWS, AND IT WILL
CHOUSE THE WORDV IBERAL “NOT TO QFFLND ITS C. CONSTITULNCY

\



SUCH A CONGREGATI N WILL BELONG TO THk K., MOVEMENT RATHER
e THAN. TO THE C. MOVEMENT BEC AUSE IT 1S STILL FAR TOO LIBERAL
FOR THE LATTER. A LIBERAL CONGREGATION WILL PRESERVE SOME OF THE
OUTWARD FORMS OF THE TRADITION, ALTHO ITS INNER SPIRIT IS
SUBSTANT IALLY REFORM..

OF RECONSTRUCTIONISHl, Wk HAVE ALREADY SPOKEN IN PART. .
IT IS THE BIRTHCHILD OF A FEW LIBLRAL CONSERVATIVE RABBIS WHO
ARE FAR TOO RADICAL FOR THEIR C. COLLEAGUES. IT IS IN MANY

WAYS INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM A LIBRRAL CONGREGATION, BEXCEPT

THAT IT IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE REERORM MOVEMENT. WITHOUT A
SCUR}:.CARD HOWLVLR/IT MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL THEM APART.

" ‘3--1--"-—?ii:§r‘

v £ Srr THE WORD ‘RECONSTRUCT IS VERY SIMILAR
T0 THE wo&n‘hLFoam A BICONSTRUCTIONIST IS ONE WHO CONSCIUUSLY
DISAVOWS THE DIVNITY OF THE BIBLE, AND ONE WHO CLAIMS THAT
THE RITUALS ARE NOT DERIVED FROM GOD. A TRUE RECONSTRUCINIST
IS MUCH MORE REF IN THIS SENSE, THAN A C. SEW,. INDEED,
INTELLECTUALLY, A bCONSTRUCTIUNlST 1S RbFORM.. A RECONSTRUCTIONIST
LIKE A REFORM JEW'IN. THE STEPHEN WISE TRADLTLON SE#KS OF " KALAL
YISROEL" THi: COMMUNITY OF ISRAEL" . UNLIKk THE C. JuW, THk RECONSTRUC-
TIONIST DOES NOT PRAY FOR THk RESUURECTION OF THk DkAD,
AND FOR THE REINSTITUTION OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES. WHERLIN, TIHEN,
DOES THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST DiFFkR: FROM THE REFORM JhW
SUBSTANTIALLY IN. THAT THik RECONSTRUCTIONIST, LIKE THk CONSERVATIVE,
~__T;_s_,s:nlLL WEDDED TO THE SySsMSTVIME QUANTITY OF MOSAIC RTITUAL.
T IN THIS SENSE, RECONSTRUCTIONISM SEEMS OUTWARDLY LIKE CUNSERVATISM,
THOUGH INWARDLY , IT IS REFORM JUDAISM. WE COULD SAY THAT
RECONSTRUCTIONISM IS CONSERVAT ivn JUDALSM FREED OF MANY OF TS [nises

wLe
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> ,wklﬂp —ACTUALLY, HOWEVEK, THERE ARE ONLY A HANDFUL OF RECONSTUCTIONLST
rrat CONGREGATIONS IN THL WORLD , WHILE CONSERVATISM & OVER 6
Qpnlbpter CONGREGATIONS . IN APRACTICAL SENSE, WHEN. WE SPEAK OF RECONSTRUCT L. N5#

WE ARE MERELY SP: AKING OF THE PRIVATE VIEWS OF RABBI M. KAPLAN

AND A SMALL HANDFUL OF FQLLOWERS. SOME OF THE TEACHING§ OF RABBI
KAPLAN WHICH WERE NEW OR 40 YEARS AGO H‘vﬁﬁézﬁﬂ ABSORYED INTO
RE

JUDAISM THRU RABbI WISE AND HIS%L{LMI §INCE RECUNSTRUCTIONK™
HAS SO MUCH IN COMMON WITH REFORM JUDAISM ON. THE ONE HAND AND
WITH CONSERVATISM ON THk OTHER, IT HAS BRECOME LOST ON THE AMBRICAN
SCENE.. RABBI KAPLAN IS A GLFTED THINKER, AND AMBRICAN JUDALSM
I8 IN HTIS DEBT, BUT NOT BEC AUSEk HE HAS FOUNDED A NEW RiL. MOVEMENT.
SINCE REFORM AND C. CONGREGATIONS WARY SO MUCH AMUNG THEMSLIV ES '7!/77 /,
- YROM. CONGRLGATI ON TO CONGRLGAT.LON THL AVERAGE AMERIC AN JhW /S 7207—

POSSER 5 g Lo
DISTINCTIUNS THAT KA.PLAN DRAWS o PRAGMATIC ALLY M N HLLPFUL
TO INDIVIDUAJREFORM AND C. RABBIS IN (,LARIFYING THEIR OWN VIEWS, =—
BUT NOT IN SPARKING A DISTINCT MOVEMENT IN AMLRIC AN JUDAILSM.

; THE FUTURE IN AMERIC AN JUDAISM CLEARLY BRLONGS TO REFORM AND TO
i CONSERVATIVE JUDALSM,. THE LATTER HAS MOVED TO THE RIGHT AND
,NOW IS TENDING TO COALESCE WITH THE MODERN ORTHODOX CONGREGAT ILONS
H1CH STILL HAVE A CERTALN VITALITY. REFORM JUDALSM, FOR ITS PART,
IS MOVING FROM ITS CLASSICAL PHASE INTO A MORL DYNAMIC PHASE,
W—M

WHERE IT IS WTS BASIC 1
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; N | ‘ HICH WILL
A CONCERN FOR A MINIMUM SET OF RITUALS W
GIVE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT TO OUR BOLD INTELLECTUALISM «

( ‘ BLTH AM IS IN
s VIOUS TO OUR MEMBERS THAT
Té% S%%ﬂ%%RgﬁTog¥IgEFORM CONGREGATIONS POINTING THE WAY

IN ME, ORIt , SAY
* RIT IN OUR MOVEMENT. YOU HAVE HLARD Mk S
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THE ﬁ;’"“;""- E—or—ovR—PEOPLE.

INSPITE OF THE CLAIM OF THE NON-REFORM SEGMENTS OF JUDAISM,
THEY HAVE NQT SUCCEEDED IN GIVING THE MODERN. JEW A SENSE
OF ARDENT COMMITMENT TO JUDAISM AND TO MAN,. WE, IN REFORM,
HAVE FALLEN SHORT IN THIS REGARD ALSO. WHETHER JEWS WLAR A
HAT OR WHETHER THEY DON'T, THEY HAVE FAILED TO BREED
INFORMED AND PROUD JEWS WHO ARE AT ONCE BOLDLY UNIVERSALISTIC
AND ROOTED IN THE HISTORIC JEWISH FAMILY, WE IN REFORM JUDAISM
LIKE TO FEEL THAT WE HAVE THE BEST CHANCE OF SUCCEBDING IN
THIS DIFFICULT TASK, BUT WE WILL SUCCEED ONLY IF Wk
ARE ABLE TO BRING TO OUR PEQPLE THE DEE ICATION OF THE
HASIDIC RABBI YH@/ OF WHOM TiiS STORY IS TOLD.

ONCE THE RABBI WAS RIDING IN HIS WAGO'WITH A GROUP OF HIS
FRIENDS WHEN HE SAW SOMEONE WALKING ALONG THE SIDE OF THE

LONG AND DUSTKY ROAD, THE RABBI STOPPED THE WAGON AND INVITED
THE TRAVELLER TO JOIN HIM AND HIS FRIENDS IN THE WAGON.

" BUT", SAID THE TRAVELLER, " YOUR WAGON IS ALREADY T, O CROWBED".

TO WHICH THE R@BBI QUICKLY REPLIED AS HE PULLED THE TRAVELLER

ABOARD, " LET US_LOVE EACH OTHER A LITTLE MORE, AND THERE
WILL BE ROOM FOR EVERYONE".



