
THE COMMO~ BONDS OF ORTHODOX, CONSERVATIVE, AND REFORM JUDAISM 
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KET us GIN~aYTRYING: TO ~E RTHODOXY~ ORTHODOXY 
~EACHES THA~' on DICTATED EVERY 10R FIRST FIVE BO uKS OF THE 

BIBLE" THE T RJ,H, TO MOSES •. IT / HO THE W,ORLD WAS CREATED 

JUST AS THE B BLE SAYS IN SIX 'AYS,. IT AGC FTS THE FACT THAT 
THE N.A1\{E OF Tf F--IRS1l MAli WAS AM iAND THAT HE WAS MOULDED -FROM A 

LUMP OF CLAY;! Ii TEACHES THAT _ J SHui MADE T ~ SUN. STAND STILL, 
ANlJ THAT THE, AW IN, THE TORll FR BIBI1'ING HE EATING OF PORK 
IS TO BE FOLLO E-D .AS STRICTL AS HE LAW TE CHING, "THOU SHALT 

NOT KILL tt.. OR ODOXY GOBS F RTH R .AND SAYS THAT THE ADDITIONAL 
RITU.ALS INS'!'IT 1l!ED BY THE R BI WHO COrvlP D THh MISHNA AND THE 

T.ALMUD .ARE AS BINDING UFO THE JEWISH COf ~NITY AS ARE THE LAWS 
OF THE T'OR.AH ~ IN, O'.llHER W RDS E ORTHOD A.CCEPT R.,ABJ1INl.C 

r y ';"l.. AS WE~_L BI~IC.AL L W,." RITuAIiv i D &MDRAL L>V1( ~ ~ 
~~ODO€, ~ LIG.IOUS SE :VICE IS MUCH THE SAME AS IT HAS BEEN 

FOR OVER A THO J\ND YEARS, AND IT INCLUDES R.AY~RS BESEECHING 
GOD FOR THE BE ~ORATlON. OF TH " TEMPLR WITH ITS ANIMAL SACRIFICES 

AS WELL AS PRll.!" "RS CONCE~ ,T E RESURRECT ON, OF THh DBA» IN, THEIR 
SELFB.AME BOn ' "' S_e THEi,l'jJiYIlE THE JE.WISH OMMUNITY IN MODERN 

TIMES, AS IN DA S OF OLD, INTO HREE GROUPS, THE PRIESTLY GROUP, 
THE LILVITES, THE ISR.A]f..LITE e. WE COULD S ' MAiZE. THE ORTHODOX -
POSITION. BY S .L r G THAT IT IS ' ,ED TO A 1 IE IN THE LITERAL 

TRUTH OF EV.ERY WORD IN T~E Br" : IT CLINGS 0 Illi EXTREME -
IMPORT,;\NCE OF ET.AlLED RIT ~: AND IT LO KS FOR THE RESTA)R"ATI.ON 

PRACICfS •. T~ THIS MUST ADDED A BELIEF IN 
"I 

THE COMING OF INDIVIDUlL l\$SSIAH, A HtL.'V1AN BbING, WHO WILL LEAD 
~ ISRJEL AND MANKI TO JUS-T .AND' PhACE.. OF COURSE ,ORTHODOXY 

STILL TEACHES TH 't CONCEPT OF ,THE CHOSEN PEOPLE. IT CONTENDS THAT 
WE ARE CHOSEN AS GOD'S MOST PRECIOUS- PEOPLE .AND THAT WE ARE THE 

OBJEC.T CllF HIS SPECI.AL CO~CERN 
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~ LET US BEGIN' TONITE BY TRYING TO UNDERST~ND ORTHODOXY. THE FIRST 

ESSENTIAL POINT ABOUT 0 •. IS THAT IT ACCEPTS THE LIThR-AL TBlJTH 
OF THE BIB4E •. IT TE)CHES THAT GOD lHCTlpTED THE TORJ.lI OR FIRST FIVE 

BOOKS TO' MOSES., IT TEACHES TH.AT THE WORLD W.AS CREATED IN SIX DAYS 
.AND JOSHU) DID MAKE THE SUN. STAND STILL. THE SRCOND DISTINGUISHING 
FEATURE JBOU'!" 0 •. IS THAT' IT I~r B~SED ON THE AUTHOlilTY oF4 ESH 
LAW •. IT TE1CHES THAT BEING RELIGIOUS IS ). MATTER OF FOLLOWING 
THE' TRADITIONAL LAW AS IT IS FIRST SPECIFIED IN, THE BIRLE .AND AS 
IT IS L1J.TER EXtENDED BY THE a ,ABBIS WHO COMPILED THE T.ALMUD. FOR 
THE ORTHODOXt~HE LAW IS NOT DIVISIBLE INTO MORAL AND RITUALISTIC 
LAW •. TO HINC EVERY DETAIL OF THE LAW IS EQUALLY VALID, AND ONE MUST 
NOT QUESTION THE L.AW CONCERNING KOSHER FOODS JUST AS ONE MUST NOT 
QUESTI.ONJ THE TEN COMMINDMENTS •• A THIRD FEATURE OF 0RTHODOXY IS 

ITS AN(clClPJ~TIONJ uF THE COMING OF A MESSIAH, .AN INDIVIDUAL RO 
WILL BE A R1;;S5kJjJ>ENT OF KING DAVID, WHO WILL Bb KlN.G Or/r AN IND~ .ENDhNT 
IS R.AEL -AN1?1 n§HtR IN • .AN ERA OF PEiCE .AND JUSTICE FOR lSRAEL WHICH 
W ILL BENEFIT THE bNTlRE WORLD •. FOR 0 •• THE COMING OF TIlli MESSIAH 
HAS A a ,ASIC N.AT!ON.ALJ STIC KERNEL, AND ITS UNIVERSAL ~~~ DlPLICATIONS 

ARt; THE FUTURISTIC, HOPl!.S 
OF 0 .. ARE INCLUDEjf A BELIEF IN TH~ llliSURR~CTI.ON OF THh B.oD~~ 

THE R£INSTITUTION OF THE ANCIENT TBMPLh WITH ITS ANIMAL SACRIFIC1CS, 
.AND THE REIJ. STOLT ION: OF THE PO~R OF Tllli PRlhSTS AND TH:t, L.t:VITBS .. 

I.T IS ONLY FJIR TO STATE THAT IN. S2ITE OF THh FACT THAT O. JbWS 
PR.AY THREE TI~I:h:S A DAY FOR Tllli COMING, OF THE. MESSIAH lu'ID THE 

RES\llQ)RJTION OF .ANIMAL SACRIFIChS, Tli:tiY flO= liOT MUL'X AN'fiQI~' 'fE 
T~SE PRINCIP~S ARE ACCEPTED MO~E BY THh EXTRhMh ORTHODOX TriAN, ftY 

~ THE SO-CALLbD MODhRN. ORTHODOX •. THE PROBLEM FOR THh MODERN. URTHODOX, 
HOWEVER, IS THAT. THJ..:Y Jl'~~¥/ SEEM POWERL~SS TO D~VELOPE A P!."OC~DUR.E 
WHICH WILL ENABLl: .. THEM TO CHANGE Tllli OLD JEWISH LAW TO WHICH TllliL 
Allli BOUND. ;.s A RESULT THE.Y SEEM TO B~ PR.i\Y ING FOR THING.S IN WHICH 

1. 
I 

THB~ NO LONGER BELIEVE.. CERTAINLY THE AVERAGE ORTHODOX JAW, 
WOULD BE HORRIFlhD TO DISCOVER THAT flli WAS PRAYING, AMONG OTflliR 
THINGS, FOR J. RETURN TO ANIMAL SACRIFIC~S. THIS SITUATION ~IGHLIGHTS 
THE PROBLEM OF THb o. JEW IN. MODERN TIMES .. HIS INTELLEeT MAY 

INSTRUCT HIM THAT SOME OF HIS VlhWS ARE WRONG., BUT HE IS W,EDDED TO 

A SYSTEM OF PROCEDURE WHICH DOES NOT PhRMIT HIM TO INSTITU~ 
CH~GES. THE CENTER ~' GRAVITY IN O. IS IN TH~ PAST, AND ISh O. 
JEW. IS CHAlN.ED TO LAWS THAT ARE THOUSANDS OF YE.ARS OLD. 

CONSERVATIVE JUDJISM REPRESENTS ~Nt INT~RMhDIAT~ STAGhIN THhc 
EFFORT OF TH~ MODERN JEW TO LIBbRATE HIMShLF FROM THE UNCiP~GING 

LAWS OF HIS PJ\ST. CONSERV .AT ISM 1~/' a,ccording TO A REChNT HOOK. 
ON, THE SUBJhCT BY DR MOSllli DAVIS, BhG:AN WITH THE FOLLOW ING 

ST.ATEiviENT OF PRIN:ClPLES, (p. 18, ttThe Emergence of COIllservstiive 
J ud a ism") : 
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1. Jews MUST TRY TO .ADi\PT THBMShLViES TO THB. NhW SPIRIT 
OF UNIVERSALLSM AND SCIhNCE 

2. -XLAL YISROl!:L, THE JL L-TNCLUSIVh. J.E-WISH COMMUNITY-- IS 
A PRIMARY GOAL 

3. JEWISH LAW CAN Illi CHANGl!.;D, ALTHOUGH IT MUST STILL BE 

CONSrD~RED THE BAS1St / " ,- I A_ -
of ftTHORITY / )\..1 ~ 

4. THE TRADITIONAL MITZVOS OR RITUALS MUST BE ACCEPThD AS THE. 

BASIC PRh-CONDITIONr FOR THE ESTABLISH.\1bNT OF A JEWISH WAY O.f4' klF.b .• 

'Vh . CAN, SUMMARIZE THESE POIN.11S EX SAY_INUI THAT IT ~AS TBE G.OAL-­
OF CONS~RV;J\TIVh JUDAISM A1'!r ITS FOUNDING. 'fO RETAIN THh lAUTHORITY 

OF THE. .ANC lENT Jr;WISH LAW, BUT TO CHANGb IT IN SUCH 11. WAY AS 
IT WOULD BE CONSIS:TENT WlTH MODERN SC-IbNC£ AlID U I\&RASLlSM. 
THB POSSI.BILLTIES FOR CHANGE, HO\fE.VhR, WhRE Sl!,VEllliLY LIMIThD B.Y rk 

- PRINe lPLh THAT- THE:-TR.ADIT:I-DNAL 
MITXVOS OR RITUALS ARE A Bl~IC PRB-CONDITION FOR JUDAISM. 

~ IN OTHhlt WORD>, CONSERVATISM S'l'ATED THE 1ii.ASIC NhED FOR ~Hl~G1t, 
I BUT THEN TIl!.n ITS aNN. HANDS BY THIS LAST REQUIRhl~NT. THE.. MOR.h 

LIB~R.A1 CONSERV..AT IV!!.. RABRLS HAVE RECOGNIZED THIS POINT.. - --.~~-
SOME OF THESE CONSERVATlYE RABRIS, L~ MORDhCAI KAPUAN AND 

IRJ' EISENSTEIN, HAVE FORMED .A 8~)4.T "'HIeR TH~Y CALL 
RECOGNSTRUCTIONISM.~ FOR APPROXIM.AT~LY 35 . Yh.ARS THhY HAVE 
TRIED TO INE'LUENGE CONSERWATIWE RABBIS TO :BECOME MOIlli LIB.b;RAL. 
THEY HATh THbMSEL~S ADMIT-T:ED ALMOST COMPLhTE D~F.b..AT AND TOD-AI 
THEY AR.:t: T .8LK.lNG, .ABOUT A N£'W SEMIN Am: FOR MhN. WHO THINK AS THhY 

DO .. 

WE SHALL SPE1K MORh OF RECONSTRUCTrON~SM IN A MOMhNT, 

BU~ IT IS IMPT. TO POIN~ OUT HERE THAT IN· S~ITE OF THh ~ACT 

THAT CONSERll.ATIYE JUn.AlSM HAS REC.oGNIZED- THh. NliliD FOR SUMliLSTANTIAL-
CH.Al'JGES INJ JEWISH LAW, IT HAS NOT T .AKEN. Tllli STli:.PS N~C~SSARY TO 

l~TER THIS LAW" .AND IN. THb LAST SEVhtl.,AL D~CADhS, com hRVAT ISM 
HAS RETREATED INTO MODERN, ORTHODOX~ •. THb LhJ~~RSLP OF ITS 

SEMINARY IS CLOShLY CONTROLLED BY ITS RIGHT WING. OR ORTHODOX 
INCLINhD SPJKbNSMAN.. Tflli REFORM OBJ,b,CT1.oN. TO CONShRVATISM IS 

THAT THBRb IS AN EXT~ME DICHOTOMY ~TWbEN THE R;~l AND THh LAY1~N. 
CONSl!;R\CATIVE RABBIS MA1.N.TAIN A STANDi.RD OF RITULLISTIC OBShH.V.8NCl!. 

FOR TllliMSBLVES WH~LE THE AVERA~ CONSERVATIVE. J,bW IS SUBSTA..~TIALLY 
NON-OBSERVANT. SOMEONE HAS SA"ID THAT THE RASIC C,. -POSITIOW IS 

INTbLLECUALLY REFORM .AND EMQTION..ALLX Ta.ADITION.i\.L., THIS WOULD & 
TRU~ FOR. THE C •. RABBIS ONL"I •. TH£ .AVhRA~ C ... JEW IS Ll TTL~ MORh 
OBSEV.ANT THAN T~ AV~RAG.b. RbFORM JhW .. IN SPITE OF TID.. C. J~.W' S 

iMPATIENCE WITH THE NON-OBSERVANGh OF THR R. J~w., STATISTICS 
~ CLEARLY SHOW THAT THE C. JhW OWER\{ES LEtSS TItAN I~ OF THE dITZVOS 

OR RITUALS llhQUIllliD BX THE OR.THODOX. IN Tl!:RdS OF THE, PR.ACTIC·AL 
OBBER¥.ANCE OF THE. dASSES, WE:. CAN SAY THAT C •. JUDAISM IS ClI.ARl C.TERI~ D 
AI A. SHARP DLFFERbNCE BETWEEN, THE RECOMMhNDED OBShRV.ANCh AND THAT 

ACTUALLY FOL OWED BY THE RiNK. AND FILE~ IN THIS ShNSE, C. JUDAISM 
IS A MOVEMBRT CONT J:INING GREAT EXTREMES, WH-IGH FOR- SOME RbASON -

J...RE ACCEPTED IN. GOOD HUMOR BX BOTH TH}. RJJlli>IS .AND THE LAITY, AS IF 
TO SAY, WE MUST PROJl!.CT A POSITION hV;bN IF Wh DON''l' ~lJ~NTAIN IT. 



SINAGOGUE 
TO Till.. CIlliDIT OF G_"" JUD.AISM, Wh MUST SAY THAT rr.5ASCHOOLS 

.AR1 SUB:STJu'-JTIALLY SUP~RIOU TO MOST 0 •. seRO )LS, .AND IT HAS 
PROVID~D A HOME FOR LARGb NllAffi£RS OF JEWS, FORbMERLY O~, WHD 
{, W ~RE. UNABLh TO AGCEPT TIlli FRJ\NK AND :aOLD BllliJJ( THAT ru..FORM 

JUJ1AISM dADE WITH THJ:. ANCIl!;NT TRADITION •. 11' MUST HE FURTH.c;R SAID 
THAT TH~ C. SEMINJ~Y FOR, THb TRAINING OF R~~IS IS ONE OF THb TWO OR 
THREE MAJOR. SOURCES OF Jh'W ISH CULTUllli TODAY, .AND ITS INFLULN~ ,lON . . 
THE ~lliRICAN SCENh. IS UNMIS~ABLE. ON THh OTH~R H~~D, ' ~rtS ~ 

itr:fc ev(.rrl> UNDERST.AND THE I C •. cTh W~ WHO f'~ •. ~ 
~ . THE O ~ •. Jhw. FOR THt.: RESURRECTIuN. OF THE BODY, WHEN TH~ - 1fT 

BELlEV}; IN THis DOGMA, .AND Wlh) P!l.R.S Fjlg ~!iE~UTIUN OF Y.fJftl 
AN1MAL S.ACRI}t'IChS, WHhN I'HEI' CLBARLY~· , IT. THis EBSEN~ 

BIJ 'miK Bf'HoRM l'IE. IS • 22. lOT ' 7ICl:~" Ell £GGfItINE }JCJb£!GJJ']I." ijiNCE • 

IT IS TO TIlE CREDIT OF C •. JUDAISM TH.AT IT HAS KEPT .ALIVE SOME 
l\IIEASUBE OF JEWISH RITU.ALJ.STIC dBSERV ANCE, , .ALTHOUGH WHAT HAS SURVIV.ED 
IS OF AN ECLLCTIC NATUR£ •. C. JhWS S~EM TO PICK A,ND CHOOSE WH.AT 

RITUALS TH ~Y P~RSONALL1i WISH 1'0 FOLLOV I . .AND WHl T IS NOT TO T1L$IR. 
LIKllNG,. ON. THh OTH..bR HAND, Rlc..FORM JUD)~SM. HAS MAD:b A M.LLOR CONTRIBUTION,. 
TO MODERN JUDp",ISM BY REbMPHAZING:, THh ROLb OF THE., PROPH.hlTS IN OUR 

pAST TRADITION •. IT IS WE wao HAVh MAD~ IT poSSIBLB FOR J~WS TO FhhL 
TH.P T JUDJ1S ~i IS CONS 1ST} NT WI TH THh SClbNTIF I C SPIltIT JJ'JD ,ITII 

TIlJ SPIUI11 
,,)11' Dhlh)GJl../ct1\I'r IS WE WHO HAVE TAUGHT ~ MOST CLEARLY 

THAT RELIGI ON M~.ANS NOT 1dl.ING IF IT DOBS NOT MEAN, .Nr Lbl\ST, AN 
OBEDI.tzN\.,E TO . ETHICAL Pli.I CLPLES .AND HUM.ANITY -TO MAN "'. R.ABBI SOLOMON 

FREEHOF, ONE OF THh MOST RESP~CT~D RABBIS OF oua AG~, 
.Iff/AS M.AlNTilN.B.D THAT EACH Sl!.Givi~NT OF JUDAISM HAS ITS ROLe; TO PLA.! .. 
¢~1~Y~~ WERE IT NOT FOR ORTHODOXY WE MIGHT LOSE CONT ACT WITH THE 
VITi.,L BLhMENTS OF OUR PAST WHICH 1¥¢~~~~ 1 KhPT JUDAISM ALIV:E THROUGIi 
THE AGES. WERE IT NOT FOR CON3EH.V.ATISM/ :JhWS MLGHT HAVh u.ss 
CBllliSIThNES S BEC AUS~ 1¥¥1./ REFOR1v1 HAS NOT ACCENTED RITUAL .. W~Rl!, . T 

NOT FOR BhFORM, JUDAISM WOULD LOSh ITS lOST CRhl~IV~ ~1 IN 
MODERN. TIMES. THERE CAN BE ND ~U~STIuN. THAT :EACH MOVEMENT 

HAS STLLL A GREAT DhAL TO CONTRIBUTh TOWARDS THh RICHN~SS OF 
JUDAISM •. 

REFO&~ JUD AISM HAS TRI~D TO HO~~H;GH THE ~IC ELEM~TS OF OUR 
F AITH SO THAT JhWS WOULD D1!!VOTE rli.JLJ;tGRbATER ENERGIES TO WHAT IS 

MOST IMPT .. IN=tOtlif litd I'lil. WE HATh FR.ANKLY STj~.bD THAT UCH OF JEWISH 
LAW WAS INCONSISTENT WITH THB MODERN SPIRIT, Ju~ WE HAVh BhhN 
UNAFRAID TO MAKE NLW PRON.OUNC~MENTS , IN T~ PROPHLTIC SPIRIT. ~ 

W H A~E LINKED TOGbTHER THb ~ST IN THh J~WISH PAST WITH 
THE BEST IN THE. PR.~SENT. Wb HAllE CLhARLY S TAT~D THAT Wi- ACCEPT 

THE BIBLb NOT AS THE WORD OF GOD BUT AS TH~ WORD OF INSPIRED MEN 

TR.AYING TO RE.ACH AS HIGH AS THEY MIGHT II< FOR US THE JiI.BLL~S THh 
HISTORY OF ONE t S PhOPlli' S CONTINUING VALIANT EIB'FORT TO LIVE A 

LIFE OF ~l,NING, AND IT DObS Nor LOSE RhVh£U;NCE FOR US BECAUSE 
t WE SAY IT IS NOT A SCIENTIFIC BOOK. ' 



1". 5 

ReFORM JhWS ARE NOT ASKED TO PRAY FOR THE., RESUR~CTION OF 

TH~ BODY OR FOR THE RESTORATION OF ANIMA~ SACRIFICES. WE STATE 
SLV1PLY THAT THESE BhLIEFS BELONG TO A TIME PAST •. THhSh PR.f~YE.RS 

ARE hLIMINATED FROM OUR PR )XER BDOKr WHBRh THh O. ~~D CONS. 
PRAY~R-BOOKS 1XPRESS MOST OF THhIR PHAY~RS IN BhHALF 

OIt' THE PEOPLb -OF ISRAEL, WE _ a-b-YE AL.-lERE"D ~ ANCIbNT FR .cl~RS 
TO INVOt B GOD'S BUS SINGS~N,~ft ~mIND •. IN REFORM JUD.AISM 
THE OBSERV.ANCE OF THB RABBl IS NOT EXP.l£CTED TO fib DIFFhRhNT 

FROM THE OBSERVANCE OF THb PbOPLh, NOR DOES THE RABBI ASK THE 
PEOPU; TO fJ~/"'ttt~r;$/1Jflf..'f/ PRACTICh OBShRV AJ.\ChS WHEN HE &hALLY 

KNiOWS THhY WON'T DO THEM. IN REFORM J •. vrE TRY TO DEVELOP A 
MINIMUM. SET OF RITUALS, Al'J"D THEN WE., .ALL TRY TO FOLLOW THE vi • . -

ONE CANNOT BE A RhFORM JhW IN THE TRllli SENSE 11& SS HE IS 
CONST1-.NTLY ShhKlNG WAYS TO IMPROVE HI 1~SELF AND HIS llliLIGIOUS 
EXPHESSION. 'BEB/~~'~~¥/'~'I+$~/1~fi¢¥~$/1~~1/ ' U FORTUNAThLY, 

ABOUT 100 YEARS AFThR ITS ~VOLUTIONARY PbRIOD j RhFORM JUDAISM 
BECAME A NEW KIND OF ORTHODOXY, .AND ITS L~ADl!;RS BhCAMh.. V~RY 

AJ.'lXIOU S NOT TO M.AK~ AN eH "1~';S N THh RITUALIST IC SmUCTURE 
>J...Jc..../ 

WHICH HAD BECOME t FORM. WH£N TRADITIONAL Jl!..WS 

HOLD UP THEIR NOSE AT THE MENTION OF REFOR.M, THbY ARb. ~ACTING 

TO TH AT PHASE Ql1~~9R-~/~Y~N IT HAD BECOM~ TOO PROUD OF ITS 
.ACCOMPLISHMENTs".AmJ~CLUSIVEI ' IN ITS RhSTRICTIONS--.. 
WHAT W AS TRUE \)F REFORM JUDAISM 40 and 30 YEARS AGO IS NO 

LONtxER TRUE TODAY. FORTUNAThLY, WE HAVE UNDERGONE AND ARE UNDERGO ING 
A SECOND TRULY CREATIVE PbRIOD WITHIN OUR orN MIDST. 

WHLN REFORM JUDAISM BEGAN, IT WAS SO ANXIOUS TO ~ THE 
PRIMACY OF ~THIC.AL PRINe IPLES IN JUDAISM THAT IT MADE Ttlli 

MIST P.K.E OF THL.'IKING THAT .THE J~WISH GOMMUNITY COULD -.SURV IV.b 
WITHOUT SOME DEFINIT~ ~IS OF RITUALISTIC AND CULTURAL ORS~RV&~CE. 
't!.!:J1;TO 1!1IID :&RROR WAS Tli~ OYER-laElw.LOUS EMPHASIS ON 

REFORM JhWS HAD TO L.b.J:.RN THE LESSON; THAT THE JEWS ARl!; NOT ONLY 
THE ~ARERS OF A RELIGION, THEY ~~ ALSO~~~ITUTh A PhOPLK, 
IN THE SENSl!; THAT THhY SHARE A HISTORY1~HAT GOES BACK 4,000 YEARS • 

.A!l9/~/'~f/Jl~¥/f//J,lWJ1/f1.t~~'f1Y1'f// I'f R~MAINhD FOR RABlU STEPH.bN S. WISh/> 
THE GREfXhST RABBI OF OUR AGE / TO TEACH US THiS L~SSON. DISSATISFIED 

WITH Tllli ANTI-ZIONIST ST.AlID OF TH~ CINCINATTI REFOR 1 SEMINARY, 
I WLSE, TH~ LBADING REFORM RABEl OF TH~ hAST, FOUN~ED TH~ JEWISH INSTITU~E 

t OF &~LIGIQN IN NEW YORK TO , RJu RJ\BBIS WHO WOULD Bb R~FORM IN THbIR 
I ~ • 

I RELIGIOUS YI.t.W, BUT 1 t IN. TH~IR APPROACH TO RITUJlJ.L, AND 
Mo.tt E CU l~S Cl )uti O.r' '11!-U~ ~~OPLEHOOD OF ISRAEL •. THIS W.AS IN TH.r. hl~LY 

19'20s. WHhN THE NEW YORK SEMINARY W.AS FOUNDED, SThP~WISh, TURNED 

TO A LIBE.R.i\L CONSbRVATIVB RABB-I H "M HE THOUGHT WAS TRYING TO DO 
THE S.AM.t.. THING IN! THE CONSbR~ATITh MOV.IjMhNT THAT HE AS DOING-, 

1 • IN. THE 'REFORM MOVEMlNX, .A.i'lD tili ASKED TH IS MAN TO BbC01VIE 
TH.b. PRESIDENT OF THE J1.WISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION •. RAlli:>I MOD~C.AI. 
KAPLAN lND STbPflliN WIS~ THOUGHT ALIKE. IN MOST "LAYS .. KAPLAN \\ 1:S 

I CONVINChD~AIN SPITE OF HIS CONShRVATIVb BACKGROUND, THAT ~ uD~RN 
JEWS HAD T4'MAKE A SHARP BR1:.Al( WITH THE PAST .. Hh URGED CONSERV,bTIV.I!, 

r JEWS . TO DENY THE .DOCTRINE OP TH.E BODILY RhSURRhCTION .AND TO 
ELIM1N.J..LTE. THb PRll:,ERS FOR Till:, RESTORr'ATIUN, OF l\NIMJL SACRIFIChS. 
THE CONShRWATIVE MOV,hMhNT WOULD NOT ACC£PT E.VEN THIS MINIMUM 
COMPROlvlISE. 
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IN KAPL;\.N.' S VI.EW CONSERV.ATIY.E cThWRI HAD TO DO SUBSTJu..JT IALLY 

WHAT REFORM HAD DON~ , EXCEPT THAT HE WANTED COJ.\JSERV; j~TIVl!. JbWS 
TO ACCENT THh PEOPLEHDOD OF ISRAEL AND ThE IMPORTANCE OF 

MOST OF THl£ MIT ZV;OS OR RI TUALS •. THE-DIFFERbNGh BE~W.E.~N KAPLAN: - -
AND RABBI WISE WAS NOT J DIFFBRENCE IN MODD, BU.T A DIFFERhNCE 
IN DEGREE. KAPLAN fJf.fJ/¥/ WANTED MOf-BF THE RITUALS TO- lib 

MAINT l1Il%.D, EVEN THOUGH HE WOULD OPbNLY SAY THAT THE R.ITUALS 
WERE NOT. DERI-V::ED FRO~ GOD •. WISE. W.AS NOT RE..A.LLY CONCERNlill J 

.ABOUJr SO MiN Y RITUALS,. WE WILL NEV;~R KNOW WHETHER TH~ MARRI.A<lli 
BETW~hN 1~rt/ KAPLAN l1ND WISE, WOULD H.PYE \IORKED, BECAUSE 

K.APL.ANJ DEDICED TO ST AI IN THb COx SERV.AT I Vb; MO\CEMEtiT AND r O 
TRY TO BORE FROM WITHIN •. ~ ~L~h~ FOR~'ONGTRU. CTIO~ OF T. HA} 
MO"WhMbNl' AND (UL~D HIS ~~~T, illiC.ONS" RUG.TIONISM. 

IT REPRESENTBD A BOLD INTELL~CTUAL ~RE;\Jl FROM THE MAIN STRb~~ 
OF C •. JBD.AlSM •. KAPL.AN F i! UD CO!dPLbTELY TO INFLUENCE G. JUDp~I-SM-=-. -­

HIS DESCIPLES FROM THAT ShM1NARY ARb FhW AND FAR BhTWliEN. 
TIlli C. MOVEMENT HAS BRE.N Cl~TURED BY THh MOD:t.RN. ORTHODO~ 

NOT III THh LIBhRALS. _ _ _____ _ 

STEPHEN, WLS:E WENT HI.-S- OWN WAY WITH HIS mFORM ShllIN..ARY. 
HE ;v{.ADB MANY MOR.E Clh\ VbRTS TO HIS 'AI' OF THINKING TH.AlV. DID 
AAPL.AN,. ~ WISE SPOKE OF "KALAL YlSRO~L "M " -THE CO~biUNI'l\Y OF ISRJ...EL If -

HE. THOUGHT 'rllli TIMh H.A.D- C-oM~ FOR RhFORM JUDAISM T-O- -S-PREAD .ABRQAD-, --
AND FOR ITS OWN. PART TO llli LhSS RlCiID .. WE ALL KNOW THAT STEPHEN 

WISE BECAL\lIE- THh FOREMOST FIGUR.E IN TIih AMkRICAN:--z-IONIST ----
MOVEMbN,T, AND HE TRAINED Mp-NY DESCIPLhS. ULTIlvl1 TEsLY in. 1949 

L - THE CINClNA'l'TI REFORM SEMINARY MERGED WITH THE NEW YORK SQ. OOL 
OF DR. WISE., ADMITTING WITH THlS GESTURE THAT IT HAD Illi~N Wa,ONij __ _ 
IN IT,S ., __ c\NT1.-ZIONJIST STAND. THUS Wt.AS REFORM. JUDAISM IN ITS 
El· TIREtY WEDDED TO TH~ CONCEPT OF rtKLAL IISROhL", THE COM!~U.N.ITY 
OF ISRAEL, • NO LONGg,lt WERt H.EFORWJ1.WS TO THINK uF T1-&MSELViES 
AS .AN lSalL.A TED bL~E . ' - -

t- INI ITS INTERNAL STRUCTURl!;/ REFORM JUD1JSM HAS ALSO CH.t~GRD --
TREMENDOUSLY. ORIGiNALLY WE WERE PREDOM1NRrBLY A MOVEMBNT OF 
JEWS FROM W.EST~RN EU~OPh.- TOD~ JUR MOV~MbNT is DOMINAThD BY 
JEWS DESCEND~FROM E)STERN EUROPEAN JEWS,. AND WB HAVE GROiN 
TO A NATIONAL MOVbMbNt1' OF 01 bR 600 CONGREG.ATIONS. THE BASIC 
2RLN.CIPLES OF OUR. MOV~\tl.tiNT ARE NOT CHANGED. IT WOULIl BE ENTI~LY 

"'RONG TO SAY THAT OUH. MOV,hMENT HAS BhCOME MORE CONShRV.N1'IVE •. 
THE C. MOV.8MhNT IS !.EDDED TO THl!, TRADITI NJ.L JLWISHLAW. 
WE H .. AVE DECLARED THAT W:E .ARE NOT DEP~DENT ON 'l'HAT LAW AS THE 

SOURCE OF AUTHORITY .. THh C •. MOVhrvlbNT IS WbDD~D TO THE P~RFORM.ANCE 

OF THE 613 MITZVOS OF MOSES .AS A PREC ONDI T.mON. tf I'1'S hXISTl!:NCh •. 
- WE ARE CONC RNED MEHlLY WITH DE¥ELOPING A SMALL SET OF RITUALS~~ 

WHICH ARE ESPECIALLY MEAiNGFUL FOR OUR Tl l~ J~ AN A~~ 2;~ 
' IN IiliEP~' G THE J]:. ISH COlvfMUNITY COHhSIVl!ir ~ tl.-a-~'\.. ~~, J ~!!iI!J!II!PI'IrMI' 

J~~ /'I'IJ~ . ru-~ ~~,.~ L 

T / - E COME NOW TO SPbj\K OF Tllli CONGR.EGATIUNS WHICH CALL 
/i(( THEMSELVES lThCOGNSTRUCTIOST AND LI'lbH.j\..L~ .A LIBLR.AL.-kONGREG.ATIO 
V .. V IS USUALL~ ¢1!/ , A MEMBER OF Tflli REFORM MOVElvlENT WHICH 
,./' W I SHES TO eL.ING TO -CE-R-T AIN &1 'fU.ALS LIKE THh W1:AH.ING OF H.AT S •. 

FREQUEliTLY SUCH ).~ CONGREG~TION WILL NOT HAVE A PRbPOND~RllNT 
. AJORITI OF EITIlbR &EFO M OR CONShRV ilrIVE JEW;S, AN!) IT WILL ­
CHO JSE THE WORD~~IB~RAL uNOT TO 0FE~ND ITS C .. CONSTITUhNCY. 



~) .. 
SUCH A eONGREGATI N. WILL BhLONQ TO TH.r.; R. MOV~Mhli1' RATH~R 

THAN TO THE C. MOVEiVl~NT BEe .AUSE l.T IS STILL F.AR TuO LIllliRAL 
FOR THh L.AT-TE& .. A LI.B.bRAL eONGR1!:GATION, W ILL P!lliSERV~ SO.NIE OF THE 

Oli.TW ARD FORMS OF TH:k. T1l.ADITION., .ALTHO ITS INNbR SF IRIT IS 
SUBST ANT IALLY UEFORM ... 

OF RECTINSTRUCTIUNISIl, WE HAVE AL.tl.E.AllY SEOKbN IN PART. 
IT IS THE BIRTHCHILD of A FEW LIB~R;L CONSERVATIViB RABBIS "WHO 
ARE FAR TOO RADICAL FOR THEIR e •. COLLb.AGU~S .. IT IS IN MANY 

WAYS INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM; A LIB.RRAL GONGH..I:!.G.ATION, ~XC .. E.ET 
THAT IT IS NOT .AFFI LIATED WITH THE &ERORM MOVhdENT. WITHOUT A 

SCORECARD , HOWEVER/ IT MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL THF..M APART. 
~--' YLt'~h /' ~ ,... '-:J 

IT ' THAT THE WORD RhCONSTRUCT IS V~UY SlMIL~~ 
TO THr.. WORD ~FORM •. VA ~CONSTRUC.TIONIS·T IS ONE WHO CONSCI0USLY 

DISAVOWS THE DIVNITY OF THE BIl3.LE, AND ONE WHO CLAI~lS THAT 
Till. RITuALS .ARE. NOT DERIViED FROM GDD •• A TH.U~ RbCONSTRUCINIST 

IS MUCH J1l0RE REFQR.¥".J I~ THIS ShNSE, THAN A C .. SEW .. INDhED., 
INTELlliCTU.ALLY, .A "tili'CONS'I'RUCTIONIST .l-S RbFORM.. A RbGONSTRUCTluNIST 
LIKE A REFORM JhW'1 IN TH:h. STh.PH6N WIS~ TRADITl ON SBJ~1(S of " KALAL 

YISROELtI THB COMMUNITY OF ISR.AEL" • UNL1~ THh C. J~W, THh RECONSTRUC-
TIONIST DOhS NOT pR.AY FOR Tllli &hSU~CTION OF THh DhID, 
lND FoR THE REINSTITUTION OF ANIMAL SACRIFICES. WHE~~ , TI EN, 

DOhS THE RECONSTRUCTIO~IST D1FFhR, FROM THh R~FORM JLW-f 
SUBSTM~TIALLY IN THAT TH~ RECONSTRUCTIUNIST, LIKb THb CONSBRVLTIVh, 
IS~LL W~DDED TO TH~ ~~~ QUANTITY OF MDSAIC RTTUAL. 

,-~-. 

IN. THIS SENSE, RhCONSTRUCTIONISM ShEMS OUTW~~DLY LIK~ CJNSERVATISM, 
THOUGH INWARDLY , IT 1-S R~FORM JUDAISM .. Wl!; COULD SAY THA'£ 
RECONSTRUCTIONISM IS CONSERV .AT JV~/ JUD1U:SM FREED OF MANY . OF ITS /nif! 

~
o T ADICTIO~S~. A-~~tf::#.tcZ::;:'4~ ~~~~,.f~_~'/ ~~ , 

~
/k,( , ~ftlJlNsraAA-J/~£w£I~~~~rV-ItAA/Y'P' ~ 

7. TlI,. ---XCTU L~ , HOWEVEIf, THhRE ARE ONLY 1. HANDFUL OF ~T~~T 
~ CONli-REGATIJNS l.N THE WORLD, WHILE CONSERVATISM OV~R 600 
~ CONl,REG.ATIONS., IN ljPR CTICJ.L SENSE, WHEN. WE. SP~AK OF RECONSTRUCTI IN1'Sko 

i~ .s'f7 tl WE. .ARE MERELY sa .AK.lN.G OF THE PRIVATE VIhWS OF RiJ3HI M .. KAPLAN 
~ ~.ND A SMALL H.ANDFUL OfJ!~LLOWERS.. SOME OF THE Th.A.CHING~ OF R.ABBI 
~ K.bPL.AN WHICH W.t;R~ N~W ~OR 40 Yh.ARS AGO J #!t~~ .A.BSO~.E.D lNTO 

1/t~ RhFORM JUDp-ISM THRU R~BbI WISh ;~D HI~MIN~~r~iINCh RECuNSTRUCTIJN~ 
y w , HAS SO MUCH IN COMMON WITH REFORM JUD1J:SM ON, THE ON.r.; HAND AND 

WITH CONSERV ATISM ON. Tilli OTHER, IT H.AS BECOME LOST ON. TIlli AiVlliRICiu"l 
SCENE •. RJlliBI Kj~LAN., IS A GiEThD THINKER, AND k~RiCJ~ JUDAiSM 

18 IN IITS DERT, BUT NO'!' IlliC AU Sh HE HAK POUNDED A NEW RhL. {OVhNlli,NT ., 
SINCE REFOR.\~ .AND C., CONGREG.AT iON.S VARY SO MUCH AtvltJNG TH.t.MSl!.tUT hS ~ 

FROM CONGREGATION TO CONGRJ1;G.ATION, THh .AV;.l:!.R.A~ .AivihRIC},N J-bW I~ ~r , 
F . , N: .. ];9.Jflj~Bl'LL~~ 

DISTINCTIONS THAT KAPLAN DRAWS. PRAGMATICALLY ~~BtEN ·HhLPFUL 

t 
TO IND~VIDU AJREFORM AND c. R)~BIS IN CLJ~IFYI~G THEIR OWN VIEWS, ~ 

BUT NOT IN. SPARKING .A DISTINCT MOV.hl'.1E.NT IN. AMbRIC iN 'JUD.t\.ISM. 

I l'HE FUTURE IN. AMh:RIC.AN JUDAISM C~.ARLy. BhLONGS TO RhFORM AND TO 
CoNShRv'ATIVh JUDAISM •. THh LATThR H.AS MOVhD TO THB RIGHT Ar'.JD 

. NOW IS TB~~ING TO COALESCE WITH THB MODhRN ORTHODOX CONGREGATIUNS 
~ HleH STILL HAVE A ChRT.AlN, VITALITY. REFOR.M JUD1ISM, FOR ITS PART, 
, I~ MOVING FROM ITS CLASSICAL PHASE INTO A MOR~ DYNAMIC PHASb, 

WHERE ~~~~ ~:I~i~~ u~u 



A CONCERN FOR A MINI~UM SET OF RITUALS WHICH ~ILL 
GIVE :E.MOTION.PL SUPPORT TO OUR BDLD INThLLbCTU,ALISM .. 

MhMJ3l<.:RS THAT BETH AM IS IN 
, TA~ S~gli~R~.TO~~I~~O~ gg~GIllikNrIONS POIrTING THh ~AY 
, ' IN OU R MOVEMhNT YOll HAv:.h Hh.ARD Ml!. . SAY 1 Oi~E~l!:R~'W oMl!HJNS 'fRAT _ WH~ MODERN, JUDAISM NbbDS, ~ 

.A. COMBIN JI.TION. )F T1lli ~T~LL~9'.a.:U)~ HONhST/ OF RhFORM 
PLUS THE WARMTH .AND VtTJ¢~1fP1/t1 JOY OF II.ASIDISM.. -

t S ' UAAbI j\BSENT F STI o DOXY 

AN.~~~~~~~~~T.I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~HE~~~~~H~~;; 

~ INSE-ITE OF THE. -CLAIM OE- Tllli NON-REFORM- SEGMl!,;NT S OF JUD.AISl\.f, -
THEY H.AVE: N.,Q.T SUCCEEDED IN GIVING. THE MODERN, JEW .A SENSE __ _ 
OF .ARDENT. COMMITMENT TO J\JiD.AISM AND TO MAN •. WE, IN RBFO&\t, - 11 ' HAV:E FALLEN SHOR.T m THIS R.hGi.\RD ALSO .. WHETIlliR JhWS W~.AR .A 

- ;;:;;::- -+- HAT OR WHETHE~ THEY DON"T, TH£Y HAVE FluLED TO BRhED 
~ ~ INFORMED AND PROUD JEWS \"Ill,O ..Mill .AT ONCE BOLDLY UN,IV~RSALISTIG 

.i.ND ROOTED IN THE HISTORI.C JRWISH F.AMILY .. WE IN ID.;FORM JUDJJSM 
LIKE TO FEEL THAT WE HAVh ~H£ BEST CHANCE OF SUCCEIlDING· I-N 

THIS DIFFICUL'B. 1I.ASK.., BUT WE WILL su.CCE:r.;n ONLY IF Wh 
-.ARE ABLE TO BRING TO OUR PEOPLE THE DEi) I-C.ATION OF THE 
HASIDIC R.AB.B.·I ,,~¢/ OF WHOM THIS STORY !:STOLD •. 

ONCE THE R.AB.aI WIAS RIDll~G IN HIS WAG.o" WITH. A GROUP OF HIS 
FRIENDS WHEN! HE SAW SOME.ONB WALKlNiG. .ALONG. THE SIDE OF THE 

LONG .AND DUST}ti ROAD •• THh R.AB13,I STOPPhD THl!; WAGON AND IN"YITED 
THE TRAVELLER TO JOIN HIM ~~D HIS FRIhNDS IN THh WAGON. 

" BUT", SAID THE TRAVELLER, It YOUR WAGONJ IS ALIlliADY T ,0 CROWB.h:-D ". 
TO WHICH THE R@J3B~ QUICKLY RhPLIED .AS HE PULLED TH~ TIi' AVELI£R 

ABOARD, II LET US LOVE E.ACH OTH~R ITTLE ~ORE, .AND 'rHhRE 
WILL BE ROOM FOR EVERYONE It .. 


