“Itls rfetter To Héar The Music —

"Believe me, my boy, when I say what happens on the outside is not
as ilmportant as what,hgppann on the inside~--." The young man looked
up into the soft, gentle eyes of the man of God who had uttered these
words. He found oomgort there:; but as soon as he turned his eyes away,
he felt cold and bare once again.

lie was the marginal mans Doubt clouded his mind. Shéula he accept
the scientific explanation of the Universe and God, or should he hold on
to the relig}ous teachings which Society had forced him to acopgty He
had/gone te the Bible for solace, but he was dissatisfied with what he
had found. There were too many contradictions. Aafter all, he reazoned,
The Eible is only a history formulated by man. Its stories were written
by men who supposodly knew the facts. But did they? 1t was too probable

that these Biblical accounts were but rolh&aies handed down firom gener-

ation %o generation by mouth and finally put on paper}much altered and
exaggerated. No**the Bible was not enough., Still he had been taught
religion since his birth, and it is difficult to let go of something
with which you have ggllong been associated.

+mpe Yere the scientists right? The reasoning of Nggjon, Linstein, and
Liebnitz was aluost perfect, yet their theories were but the opinions
and ideas of men. They could easily be mistaken. Science, however, had
logic to offer. Religion appealed to his noul.-~80;§pce to his mind,

He was unhappye 'That is why this young man of eighteen had come to
his preacher to speak frankly. He wanted to know the truth. Yo his
active mind uncertainty was torture, Le did not want to form a definite
philoeoghy, rowaver.‘igat would not satisfy him. The explanation he
finally accepted must be conerete and lasting. It must be invulnerable

to all attacks--t0o all doubts and fears.

He looked up again into the somforting eyes of the man $o whom he

.
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had come fer help.

The preacher ahoke once ggain, "Reliigion is concerned with what is
on the inside. Science treats of what is on the outsides, Both are a 3
means %o the same end. Both are part of ar intensive search for Truth.
Both seek to part the veil of mystery that surrounds God and the Universe,
Both ask who is God? VWhat is He? One takes the beauty of it all and
moulds i1t into an interpretation that satisfies the soul,--that is Religion.
One accepts nothing, analyzes everything, and forms only involved
theories that appehl not to the soul but to the mind--that is Seclence.

"ccientists sometimes ridicule the possibility of a hereafter.
Seientists claim that a man and a mouse are made of the same stuff, and
that they mean the same thing. They are of equal unimportance. |

"lell, if a lMoses and a mouse are of equal uninportance, and there
be nothing after, I could but preach of the world aé Dante of his Helie
*Abandon hope, allye who enter here.'

g ne, my son, Science seems to solve nothing. The more and more
men of Science learn, the farther they seem from their goals. The uwore
they see the light, the greater the darkness becomess« What they know is
pitiably little of what they never will know.

"Science is not enough, because it isn't a smileablie of singable
plan of meaning. He who believes in Science only can see nothing but facts
and dust. But he who believes in Religion sees Beauty; he can hear the
music. That is why we should ail follow Religion, scn. 1% is bettere-
much better--to hear the music, to hear the band playing and know that
you are in step in this vast narade of humanity than to hear the music
notﬂgll~-but to see only dast.”

/\FrOm time to time the young man was wont to interrupt this humble

speaker and express unsatisfied doubts lingering in his heart. "What of
peayer?" he asked. "Does prayer actuslly do any good? Does God hesr
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our prayersi”

To this the preacher answered frankly, "loes prayer do any good?
Ask aliost any woman, and she will tell you--'Yese', 4sk any man who has
had to fight against circumstances, and he will tell you-~'Yes'. Soue
of us are skeptical when we are enjoying gosd fortune and call upon God's
name only %o curse Him. But how quickly we turr to our Heavenly Father
and ask Him to help us when we are in trouble. We pray to Him, because
he is the only thing $o which we can pray. ga is ligtening, my boy,
listening-~-because somecne must listen %o the pleas of pitiful nman.

There must be a Cod who must listen,~-or there is reason in nothing."

The boy held the gaze of the speaker for a minute longér. Slowly
he turned his eyes away. He was no longer afraid. No longer uncertain.
This kiad men-of God hed giv§a~h§m-t&e/ansner to lia;aﬁarswinmaaswggg;ange:
God ig_bacauae He must be. If believing in God meant ¢omfort, why not
believe in de? It was foolish of him to rack his brain over something
he could never prove. God and Religion are beautiful; therefore, they
are surely the most acceptable answer.

The young man thanked his benefactor. He bade the preacher good-by.
The door leading from the prcacher's study to the street c¢losed. On the
outside stoed = young man imbued with hope, resolved to go good, impressed. .
;by the word~~ "ch" He would go out into the world a rightecus,resourge-
ful soul, well-zatisfied.

On the inside ot that door the elderly man, the preacher, stood
where the boy had left hims It was not distinguishable whether it was a
tear or a sparkle that caused his eyes %o gleam. He seemed to be praying,
and 1%t sournded something like, "DearGod, please let him believe. Spare
him the torture of uncertainty thet I once had. Let him not doubt. Show

him as You showed me that You are the One and 2ixx Only. Erase his fears
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Let him be able to say, "I have heard of Thee, and now mine eyes have

seen Thee,"--- xixmmsijmrxioyeoompe and neither time Por circumstances

can robt him of his convictions!®
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