"#IS BEN GURTON AS GREAT AS MOSESM -~ == ~wor  aoes Q"7

Someone once saj%nﬂﬁprom Moses to Moses Maimonides, there was none like unto
Moses", If {fdf/Pérfédh! author of that statement were alive today, he might possibly
add, "There was nonelike unto Moses until David, David ben G urion®, This Hiiéd411y
/$ﬁ$11’ man of unusually small/stature from an unusually small country has somehow
physical
managed to attract the admiration of highly respected people throughout the world, CBS
Television has devoted a nation-wide program to publicizing this Prime Minister
of the world's newest democracy, The mass_ zines of America have run fullyg
length articles on his amazZing life. eri ans {na recent public opinion poll
voted him a more consequential person in world affairs than Nehru or Dulles ,
What is the character of this man that #¢ ¥d#/#dd/ 1s able to influence the thoughts
of millions of pe miles away from the desert that he inhabits?
"erbf##/4/#&:‘}/1!}541!/)(#/)4##11‘/#/ Wel]l, you can tell a man in part by
the hero he admites, In Ben Gurion's mind, the greatest man in the world, until
his recent passsing, was Albert Einstein, Of Einstein, Ben Gurion said "he is
the only scientist in the world who doesn't need a laboratory. His mind is his laboratory.
Eins tein carries with him his own tools and research lab wherever he goes", ¥rom his
admiration of Einstein we know that Ben Gurion would like most to be a scientist,
and espetially a theorétical scientist, one who delves into abstract theory and
creates equations for future generations to re¥olve in a practical way., Ben Gurion would
like to be above the mass of petty details which weigh down those involved in day to day
rovtine problems, He would like to Be free of the responsibility of dealing with
thousands of people with differing views each with his own cause to plead. YEF/
In spite of B.G,'s private desires Qowewer, he is a great man preciszely because he is
not a theoretical scieniist or moralist and precisely because no man ever has
been more ingrained in the very earthy ppro blems of a people with unparalled difficulties,
We begin our &‘mfmm of B,”, by uidefstanding 1st that he is a man whose intellect
soars above the problems of today and mingles with the great minds of the past and future,
yet his heart holds him to the ohp‘u#ég task 68 building a homeland for a
people which has found and still finds enemies on every s ide.

- In spite of B.G's yearning to deal with the world's long-range abakseet
problems, he shows a profound sensitivity for the needs of a few people searching te
find meaning in history for themselves and their descendends, To a visiting American,
he once said, "¥t is amazing to think that there were only 102 passengers on the
Mayflower... yet from that beginning grew up this great phenomenon called America.,
you have given the world a new concept of democracy", To understand the rarity
of this ability to associate the importance of small beginnings to great endings,
you have to contrast with this, the statement of President Eisenhower who said
a few years ago, "We cannot send arms to Israel, After all there are 40 million Arabs
and only a million and a half Jews"/ Ben-Gurion would snswer Eisenhower, " If the
early Americans had reasoned only in terms of numbers, they would never have had th 7
presumption to attempt to win Americap from the Indians, o T Qpeaec fhe ﬁﬁk‘\ »

Someone once said, "The present is a cross-section of the pgp@sgag the future",
é</’B. o uniquely thinks in these terms, To him, a small event in the fubure is
immediately enveloped by past associations and future projections, To hime, therefore,
mumbers and quantity are not important, When a boatload of immigrants arrives in
haifb, he sees not merely these new, hopeful but untrained recruits, but the
hundreds of thousands of Jews who entered Israel from Egypt under Moses, and the
hundreds of thousands of Jews who will enter Israel in the future to live on the
land that the new recruits will salvage from the desert, To B.3.,, the Bible is more
than a Book of ait it is at once an historical lesson and a promise for the future,
B.G, /b7 /Aot d$hbY /D41 /Abdéth/14#441/18] studies the Bible intently , not merely
to obtain spiritual guidance, but to gain practical lessons for the building of
modern Israel, There is no doubt that he has a mystical conviction of the fulfillment
of the promise of the Return , and he is convinced that Israel today is writing a
new chapter of the Bible, no less holy and no less meaningful than the previous chapters,
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One day a member-of-his ewn political party,the Mapai;-came out ofB;G"s"office,
obviously upset, Gesturing helplessly, he said; " I-can't discuss-anything with-him,
I speak of yesterday, and he talks about 3000 yrs ago. I speak of tomorrow and he
discusses 2000f yrs from now. It is 1like trying to talk about todays meat shortage
with Moses and “/.’s‘g)rde man who won't be Born for another few thousand years,”
Although B,G, would be classified in America as a Reform Jew or perhaps non-religious
the truth is that even the Ortyodox Jew respect him , To them he_is a timeles
personalg.\f.‘(!f\ﬁg not only knows the Bible, he seems to be a f;&é&mm. ﬁ’
In hisf;bﬁofgrépﬁy of B,G,, Robert St, John writes, "Other men quote history. 7
B,G, gives the impression that those who act with him are living and creating history". 8

Dne of the great teachers represented in our Talmud declared, " The work is great..

the workers are few,,, and the Master of the House is urgent", B, G, does not seem

to say that he acts on God's orders, but he has almost a mystical sense about

his role in history, He spares neither himself nor those around him in advancing the

cause which consumes him, The home in which he lives is small,; the furniture  ,. r

is sparse; the food is humble; his wages are $400 a month; he Apeses in a polo

shirt; he drives amgggpl European car, About himself, B, G, is austere and puritanical,

He would be a misfit in America, We would call him a failure, because he could not
accuimlate material asgets, In early America, however, he would be 3 leader among
the pieneers, (‘é'ﬁ_giﬁi'i@ia) anguage ®hat they understood, ‘strength, digjli ¥, and destiny,
Men like Jefferson and Franklin would sympathize with his simple religicus fiews

and share his bent towards philosophy, Like them he has a belief in the limitless
potential of dediesated=men, . o . /Te

To understand B,%, and modern Israel, we have to go back to early American, to
it= #pg¥// problems and to its leaders, Placed against the modern Am-rican backdro
he would seem to be an overzealous busy-bedy, too wegl-informed , overly articulate,
too idealistic, Eisenhower seeks his rel,xation in golfing, but Thomas Jefferson
relaxed by reading Philosophy . So Ben Gurion. He has become one of the world's
authorities on the great Greek philosopher Plato, Whil®h-he reads in the original
Greek, A foreign diplomat who vis ts with him is startled to find the conversation
swinging from the problem of Egyptian troops in the Gaza strip to the Plajitonic notion
of using the army as a praining ground for phi¥esphers, Plato conceived of dividigng
the ideal nation into 3 groups, the workers, the soldeiers, and the philosopher-kings
B, G, conceives of training each ‘gemsen to be all of these 3 things, a worker, a soldier,
and a philosopher, In truth, ®, G, s al1 of these things,

B,3, is like G, Washington in that liee=Wa@Shisgton, he is essentially a man
of peace who trained himself to defend his country against those who wjudd deprive it
of its right to freedom, He is 1ike Jefferson in that he is versed in world problems
not only in the realm of politics but in’matters ﬁégezna§§¥ﬁssﬁ’ﬁiant Yife, He
is unlike amost any American president in his combination of experience and virttes,
Perhaps he is most like Lincoln, in bhat he had the-mest humble beginnings, was
substantially self-taught , is a plain man, dfd/#/ a chamption of social justice,
and was unwittingly drawn into a war in which he had to be the commander in chief,
If we ask ws B.G. as greas as some of the truly great Americans, we must answer that
he obviously has similar characteristics‘”’ifﬁféﬁléﬁbe en time—snd-again in
recurring crisis, 2%, v #% bl

Vd$ Is B, G, , the leader of the new sta te of Israel as great as the Moses of
01d? There are some who will insist that he is, Certainly the two men share much ik
common, Moses redeemed his people from bondage, He led them out of Egypt., Ben Gurion
led his people out of Europe, coming te Israel as a young man when few Jews had the
courage or the vision to come there, Moses came wit h 600m000 Jews, the Bible tells us,
B, G, came with a few feiends, Moses could gain strength from the vast mmber of
people who were with him, 3.G, had only a vision to comsole him, Yet the people were soon
to come, not led by B,G, , but driven by persecutors, and they found B,G, waiting
for them, with a plan and with a dream, To be sure there were other Jewish leaders

during this period, but it is in the comparison of leaders that the_true stature of
B.3. emerges, On the one hand there was Chaim Weitzman who became the 1st



: , Lo? o B had no real power, “Weitzman had obtained
President of ‘the new state, a position which wié/f¢d11¥/df/Rerdy/ddd /v
a promise from Britain after the 1lst world war that a Jewish state would be encou @ 2
in Israel , but long after Britain had become a major enemy to the struggling
Palestenian Jewish community, Weitzman insisted that the only hope for the Jews
was thru the benevelent mercy of JBritain. The tragic failure of this hope came
when Britain refused to permit “ews struggling to flee Hitler to enter Palestiné
lest the Arabs be disturbed and Brish oil rights be threatened, Weitzman was the
gifted chemist and-dfp¥emiat who was convinced that the only hope lay in the
diplomatic approach through the great western powers,

Another potential Israeli leader was Vladimir Jabatinsky, magnificent orator, who
headed a group of extremists, Jabatinsky's view was that the Jews whould attempt
to carve out a kuge state in the Middle-east without regard to the rights of
opinions of any nation large or small, Heir to his views was the Irgun and Stem
gang which wanted to terrorize the Arabs and take an eye for an eye s life for a 1¥<
Ben Gurion had the seemingly impossible task of convincing the well-meaning
abstatttorist followers of Weitman and the fanatic followers of Jabatinskyd
and the Irgun that his way was the only way of building a strong new state
He offered an empirical solution, to build not by getting the great nations
to gffé/ present us with a gift; nor by sweeping aside the Arabs, but to build from
the bottom np, Jews, he said, mst become workers on the land, They fiist redeem the
land;“Uews must become soldiers, They must be prepared to defend7thgy’ land they
redeem, Israel, he taught, must be developed by Jews and ddfended by Jews
__independent of the aid of foreign powers, but Israelis must never become terrorig -
Jthe arabs too, he said, have legitiamate problems which we must help them to solve,

Fistory was proven B.G, to be dramatically correct, Weitzman's influence ¢yd/
wained as figf14f/ the big powers one by one betrayed Israel, most of all Brita?,
Westmants great hope, The Irgun was crushed by B, G, wobun _t= CMW
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if Irgun had not been crushed with such a fearless b{t Qan gara s
action by B.G., the govt. of Israel today might well.be aom;_mk.tedby e
this extremist faction, 2 fact that would be ewbrassimE to Jews thruo~ '’
the world. Had Israel waited with Weitman for a show o generos ty

from Britain and the West, Israel would not today be.a fre'_:e nati on .
Israel exists todav not merely because of the historic drive of this
strenge people, but because the right man was t here to lead t hem

in thair hour of opportunity.

This wes a man who sought to develop Israel thru 3 channels thatof
the worker on the lsnd, the soldier defendine ¥Wis land, -and th; philoe
vhar-king who mm’s"?inmdnt‘nn and dispensor of good. He is see kb g tot
fnerelv to bui'd himself in this image, but to bua:,ld avery Isrnel}

in this imegs. Part of his motivation is his belief that Isreel is

a people of unusual potential. He calles them a "miraa lous tltan?ln
amongl the nations". He has said, " we are sons of a certailn family.
It is not only a Hebrew family. Properly s peaking, it €8s & unversal
family. Its age is eternity; its home is the globes i..ts secrat

is faith; its banner is libertys; and its name is re51st?nce...'

By reistance he meant not only resistance to I_srael's orprasor's but
resistence to all forms of tyranny and injustice.
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When B. G, said that the age of Isrzel is ‘eternity, w
rrofound clue to his understanding of hipself. - is scting ndt
merely in the present, but in etarnityv) A “ﬂi’&?ﬂnt , rootad in a
living past, and tisd to a living futur?. He imputes to all Israel,
his own highly d eveloped sense of historic and purposeful awareness.
When the UN investigating commission visited Israel, he said to the
delegates, "More than 300 yrs ago a ship by the name cf ¥ayflov er
left Plymouth for the New World. Itwas a great event in Amerucan
and ¥English history. I wonder how many Hnglishmen and how many
Americans know exsctly the date when that ship left Plymouth gnd how
many people were on that ship, and what was the kind of braa£
those people ate when they left Plymouth?

Some of the invaestigators smiled, some shook their heads. "Well,
B.G. continued, more than 3300 vears ago, t he Je#fs left Egypt ,
It was 3000 yrs before the MNayflower. But every Jew in the

world knoes the exact date. It was the 15th o Nisan. The

branad they ate was matxah. " In this way did BG attempt to edpla in
to non-Jews the attachment of the Jews to t he soil of Israel and
to the historic continuity of the Jews.

When BG resigned his position at the helm of thé nation a few yrs
ago , ne was asked by his friends why he was going to leave the
comforts of his home in established Israel tdéd become 3 wo rking
member of a pionser kibbutz in the desert. He replied Zuot tadthe
prophet Habnkkuk, "The r ighteous man 1iy4g by nis faith. He will
not preach to others, will not act thesaint by celling on others
to live justiy,' will nnt look for fault in hi& naeighbor, butle

he will opractice his faith in his daily life, He will livei

When he en the ¢ ar which was to take him away, ©Trowid ggfg\@ered
Ki¥ around with tears in their eyes, B. G. waved his hand\tow;ards !

the d esert and said, "Do not weep. Follow me",
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