
HC::(":1 THY F AT: ~R jil 'D THY I CiT rffiR 

The JL schiatrists ere' busy today \ i th young rr en and wonen 
who are revolting ageinst one or both . of their rarents . Of tbe 
eight rren who were grncluFted with nle " as Rabbis , three of them 
h ye undergone long yep r s of rscho - analysis in an att~pt 
to rid the ir n ims of confl icting feel i ngs tovrprds tbeir parents. 
l~odern pscholcgy has den-,onstrated cleBrly that it is not 
so easy to obey the fifth commann_ent, HONOR THY FATHER I fn THY 
1 OTHJ11 . 

Detailed case histories of young rren end women who 
recej ved the b es t in ed uC8 t ion and who come from the type 
of home vie cb.ll cultured and desirable, bave sho.m us that 
most fathers and rnost mothers do not know how to raise their 
children l)roperly . VIe ~nov.r from these case his tor ie s tb2 t 
111any f c thers and mothers do irrepar ble damage to the n.inds 
and 1 ives of the children they lev e dearly . 

Irl the f[l.ce of these scl.entific fECts it becor.es sorewbat 
d if ftc u 1 t for the e th i c a.1 tea c her to j n q t r u c t 11 iss t u den t s t 11 a. t 
tbey ~ust honor their rarents. The rro~ern tepcher of ethics 
-is forced to say to his pupils , Ht.l~(,R 1'.tiY F Ar~iER l' TliY 1 G7.dER 
IE AI .. lJ THAT THEY ])0 ' ffiICH I SGCI OD ).ND RIGH1' . 

1 t is th e crazy qu 11 t of r·~ od ern so c iety vrhi cll has for ced 
us toto tllis s i tua t i on. In the anc ien t nebr ew Soc i ety , th e 
role of tlle parent was much more set than i.t is tOcl.2.Y. The role 
of the fe.ther in the c;ncicnt society Was as the tea cher, 
law-giver, judge , and counseller of the family. In a wor Id 'Nithout 
books, and in a society without a strong national govt , or 
strong law courts, the father occupied the sec. t of euthori ty . 
ll'ailure to obey him in the old days, was ~quivD.lent to 'betraying 
one; s country today . -s the man 'who kn ew tbe law and ra s sed it 
on to his child ren , as the judge who decided d.isfutes wi thin the 
feP.ily, the fatre r cou1d not be ddsobeyed if fJoci ety -n as to 
Btand . 

Taiay, bOll'ever, government2.l institutio!lS have taken over 
the duties of the ancient p8triarcbs . I' ny man can discover the 
law by reaching books ~hich or plentiful or by reading a 
YJeVfS T,aper . rembers of the fc..rnily d a not go to the f etber t 0 

settle 2. dispute , they go to a law "Court . ChiJ.d ren do no t 
study at their fc ther' s feet, 2~ S they used to , tbEY go instec.d 
to t~Q public school. The fether of today is no longer the 
sour ceo f 1 a VI or Ij u s tic e,; he hEt s b e come, as i t VI ere, tIle ran 
wi thou t . 8. ,i ob . 

t_1H"iTI1~ I-l N B_J .A-)O questicln today but tb2t t be father nlust 
develop a ne"., rlace for himself within t1r,e f['mily • He YIUSt 

'.~ri th in th e c on text 0 f ou r n 01 er n soc i e ty find a c rea t i v e role 
.1e c?n play with resT18cy yo his cbili ren , so that he can eern 
their love and respect . Unfortunately, too many of our fethers 
become one of two tb i ngs . Tbey bec ornel' the 00 ss - they or d er 
everybody [' round , bu t s inc e t~13 i r boss ing is without roots 
in a constructive function, tbey core disregarded in on e 'l72.y 

or another . Or 2) the modern fe.ther becoTe s a ~l- he doe s 
everything vlitb h i s kid at the kid ' s level, and the result 
is that the kid S0011 rege ril:s him as another kid - nol more or less. 



-
... t is onJy on a constructive plane :that the fat~ner oen restore' 
his rIa ceo f h () nor VI i .t 11 i nth e faD i ly. .J. e . U s t so. e b ow bee 0 rn e 

. C'D 2.id in tbe educative rrocess , find ('IY:C e pgE'in e8rn 1".1is place 
pS the Y"'12 .• n of J eflrning v·Jj tb in the f2.r' 11y-and DC t jus t the r iCtn 
~rlith the big y e ll or tbe lligt sr i1e. 

TlI::l HOI or; elf T: TJ '. O("Ar tode y bas not chenged as grec tly 
cS h:ls the role of the fc there The source of (?utnority in .J 

soc iety bas passed from the f a ther of tile } e~ triarcbal d. eys to 
the govt. im ts. of tocL y, but tbe ["lother's role of intimate 
friend with ber child remRins. In the old d ~ ys es well as todey, 
the nother nas tbe source of r ersone.l attention; not autl-Jority, 
bu t kind ness. The cars tc,nt cone ern of Heb eeea for Jncob is 
I!10.tched in Ti"odern times by ovr yt 'others concerns f or tr1etr young 
ones. 'the young chiJd of today finds it 8c..sier to love his' 

oth er tb[lri to love his fB ther. 

unfor tuna tely, 1- 0 -lever J even the rnot he r i s of tad ay are 
beg inn in g to s t raj; - see not e s 

C011 c} us i on • - It i s un f ~ i r top 1 R C e 1) e for e the ch j ~ d 
a comnand that be rlust nec. fr'il to obey at least jn lc._rt-

J "O'~T~Rb 1 ~r_ ... ~) .. \~' q lJRS lUST 'GARr E-r;~ R~S},ECT OF r ~- .L..JIR CI:IL.::IR'S.J. 
l~'u l .t;V l ' B _~~"'ICR~1 

... hey r .ust do this by giving tbeml~l~ }ers r- nal £lttention 
an 1 ("ve 

2) c 0 rs t 1) r c t i v e 1 e p d e r s hip in me e t i ng tl1 e dee r e r 
r r 0 J ';T S 0 f th e i r 1 if e • 


