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Has America Past Itz Zenith? s;L”“ ,/// ~.~\‘N

If there be such a thing as a national American religion, its grandest
ffiﬁi!éi is Thanksgiving Day. On this day, Americans of all faiths join
together ‘in expressing their appreciation of the gifts of life. We would

be 18ss than wise at this Thanskgiving s eason, if we did not also give
thanks for the unusual blessings which are ours by virtue of the fact that
we live in Amrica., We would be wise also to give thought to ways and means
through which we might perpetuate the wonders of our country.
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The Russians would have us believe that nothing we can do will p eserve

Ame rica as it now exists, for they insist that Americs has past its zenith,
that its sun is setting and not rising. To demonstrate their point, the
Russians present a host of figures. These statistics show that while

America is still the most highly productive nation in the world, industrially
speaking, its rate of progress is far behind the rate of progress of the
Soviet Union. The Russians tell us that their sphere of influence is
extending over an increasing number of nations, while our sphere is
declining, They point out that while we were supposed to have themost
advanced science in the world, they were able to put the first man-made

moon into the sky. All of these statistics shouted round the world mske

up the Russian case that their star is in the ascendency and our s tar

is dading.

It is ddscomfiting also to learn that the %wo mostpopular of recent
historical philosphers both think that the Western world, of which
America is the capital, is g ing downhill, These historians, Spengler
and Toynbee, stalFing with dif ferent premises , arrive at the same
conclusion., They contend that just as the gloyyof Greemce and the
splendor of Rome died out, so the power of the west is on the decline,
and new forces must inevitably come into a position of dominance.

According to Toynbee, whose voluminous works have FAYYEX/YWé/¥A€#6/ been
read eagerly by millions of Americans in rement years, America nowh as
reached the s tage where the minority class which dominates it is
staddily losing its creativity and its courage. Toynbee, let us not be
mitaken, is no¥ Marxistj when he speaks of the dominant minority class,
he means that self-conscious group which takes pride in its country

ad though its inB®lectual leadership, guides the country to greater ar
less success,

This thesis was treated in some detail by Elmer Davis, the noted radio
commentator, in h quulitzer Yrize winning ok, "But We Were Barn Free",
Mr, Davis wroteV&t“the time when the late Senator lMcCarthy had about

one ofit of every two American” hood-winked. At that time, it seemed all
too 1iﬂkely that history was about to make a prophet out of Toynbes,

Short years ago, during the McCgarthy period, Ame rica was sitti in a
rocket plummeting oarthWard.?Tﬁi_quos%%onrfmrﬁmrﬂmreﬂmﬂ%dﬂf{r££~whether
the facbots whﬁgh-buttt-np*ﬂbearth sti 11 exist-in such strength that
we might reasénly’ er such battle—inthe near f uture, and

the other side of the coin is the question put to us by Dr. Toynbee,

has the dominant-—minority in Ame rica lost its creativity, 2 nd itifbility
to steer Am rica'm’ﬁﬁ_ﬁ";&ters. -
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By way of considering thees question¥g, I read over several books
in recent days. One of them was the book by Mr. Davis, "But We Were Ba'n
Free"™, I turned a)u the study of the factors behind the birth of
America, and so I'®esfi, "The Living Thoughts of Thomas Jefferson" by_~
John Dewey, and "The Course of American Demoractic Thought " by Chrisline
Gabriel, According to Miss Gabriel, there were three factors underlying
the development of the early American democratié faith : First there
was the belief in a supernatural moral order which had its basis in Gal 3
Secondly, there was the belief in the abil ity of the free imdividual
to progress and a distrust of WA¥i/ large national government; thridly
ther® was a faith in Ame rica's mission to s pread the democratic notion
to the world. As I reviewed thése three factors Iwas impressed with
their mmilarly;y to the factors underlying the development of early
Israel, It was the Hebrews who first taught the world that there was a
moral order to which all men were subject. They cd led is moral order,

Tg'_@z, which means divine law. Secondly the Hebréws that if
men were taught the Torah, they were capable of obeying it, and W&Z]

altering their evil ways, To them, man was not to bBe the slave of the
ruling government. Finally, the Hebrews tuahg that it was the mission

of the Jews to be an oir 1'goyim, a light unto the nations, spreading

the teachings of God's moral order. The direct comparison with the factors
urd erlying the development of Ame rica's democratic faith, cannot be
accidental. Early Are ricans sought to project the Hebraic doctines of
Torah, freedom of the individual, and OIr L'goyim, or mission to all the

“nations.

It is a wise people which periodically e ines its actions to
determines its cyrrent motivations and its"‘é’éals. We first agk ourselves
whether today America hasthe same dedication to Torah which it ormc e had.
The concept of a divine moralorder implies that all men, yea all political
parties, all copporations, and all nations are subject to &he regun'ements
of the : t::k-av—d-l—fif-}e-u;t—te_think,_a.s_wa review the battle

Sp—gnd—UB o sethatic 188 o ght much about

. %Y == : orms{' memb‘-r of the administration's ,
cabinet has said what is good for General Motors is good for Amrica,
implying that GM is the chosen corporation upon whotd must be conveyed
special favors in order th“aT‘E"fﬁ'é_l_'gat of us might benefit secom arilily.
On the other hand, the head of our administration has publicly stated,
American foreighn policy isgoverned solely by what is good for Am rica.
Statements like these have rankled in the breast of the UN representatives
of the smaller nations who are trying to keep the tw giants from
destroying the world ., Even if we argue that theses tatements are
realistically valid, and I am not one to agree with this vi ew, then we
must admit that Ame rica has abandened one of the articles of fai th which
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underglrded its emergence into the world as the new hoepe 175 ye ars agoe.
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It is true t we have come a long way from the Jeffersonian
principle,echoed by Eknarson, that the Hest government is the least.
The freedom of thea;n%pidual has been increasingly thr eatened by the

“or dTagisiative committees like the McCarthy committee and the

Johns Commit ttee in Florida-which have sponsored witch huts and mistrust
among neighbors. Mr. Davis points out in his book that the growi ow er
of Congress, and particularly of congressional investigatory comm ttees,
is the most serious of threats %o ourm and balances.
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threatened by the decline in small businesses and the increasing power
of a few large businesses. Far more than 2/3 of the industrial wealth
of ournation is controlled by 10% of our corporations. The result is
that more and more independent busi nessmen are giving up and becoming
wage earners; more and more farmers are surrendering to porporations
with large capital. To compensate for the growth in corporate power
labor unions are growing every more powerful, and stikes occur which
may benefit the particular gro up of wage earners, but which harm
large sections of the public. In the conflict of the giants, large
corporations and large unions, the freedom of the individual ds

endangered., 3 '
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This then is the picture of our country and our asze, Intsererly,’

the individual is squeezed between the battle of huge economic forces,
and externally, &n the foreigh scene , he is forgot ten as the huge
gdants battle for control of the world, We have yet to consid er the .
thttd¢ factor which made for America's early democratic faith, and that +*
was her sense of mission . Today, Ame rica's Secretary of State spals

of mission, but seemingly he spéaks a language that no foreign nation
urd erstands. He has succeeded in making enemies not only Hf the comuni st
bloc of nations, but of t he free nations as well. He has an gerednot
only Israel but also Egypt. He distwpbs not only China butalso India.
His name in France and England is a symbol for vain self-righteousness,
I n view of his universal reputation, it would perhaps be fair to say
that the world no longer looks to America as the force to be imitated.
The enormous good-will in Ame rica that Wendell Wilkie saw in his

trip around the world has somehow ended up in the thwowing of rotten
eggs and cabbage; le®wves at the Vice-President of the U.S.

These are the ;acts on the**mer,i(can scene, a decreasing respect far the
moral order; aA growing threat{from big corporations and big labor unions 3}

to individual freedom M"‘D -
and ;(y{/g{;dzﬁ,ﬁ// the substitution of vain propaganda for a high sense of
mission. ¥o all of these t hings add up to the conclusion that “r. Toynbee
predlctsf i1s the dominant claass in #merica bankrupt inthe creative sense?
Can we not have a new birth of freedom in America?

I am essentially an optimisi‘. My Jude ism and my Americanism make it
imppssible for me to surrender to the inevitability of evil, I Dbel ieve
that America yet has tremendous well-springs of democratic faith,am that
she can yet turn the tide which seems to be over-taking her, The victory
of the Democrats in the recent elections does not mecessarily meam Yhat
the tide is turning. It seems to me that these issnes go deeper than

the conflict between political parties. The Democratic party has its

own D\L\W&uﬁ, and—#sentrowers. What we must work towards is

a re-new : he—world :
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In this thanksgiving season, we must give thanks what we still have the

opportunity to save ourselves and the wor%%‘?&m a period of moral

decline, In the year.phead let each of us”watcll TV a little less and 70

read the anmnak of 'Jefferson a 1ittle more. Let us go to the races and

jai-lai and to t he Orange Bowl a little less, and less us read more of

Hamilton and FEmerson. Let us think less of Mansfield 's measurements and

moreof the political box-scom, Above all let us not be self-conscims

inturning to the sources from whence Washington and Jefferson drewtheir

inspiration., Let us gather together more and more often to commune with

Moses and with Jeremiah, with Isish and with Micah, to the end that

we might become the leaders in that m , Which shall save America

and perchance the world. SW"



