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Rabbi Herbert Baumgard
1645 Southern Drive
No. Valley Stream, N. Y.

Temple B'nai Israel
Elmont Road

Elmont, New York
FLoral Park 4-3636

A GUIDE FOR NEW MEMBERS
Dear Friend:

Ours is a unigue congregation, It 1s & bold attempt
to realige what Rabbi Stephen Wise degoribed just before
his death, as the "ideal »nmatien o Rabbi Wige said that
* such a congregation should be " vigorously libsral in
philosophy but traditional in observance”. When Bnm. l‘.mu
Newman spoke at our congregation last year, he said
is the type of congregation Stephen Wise ainn nn‘d to seel ™

L doet pral n? A congregation is liberal when
it governs 1 g what is written in the hol bookl
but a.l“ by the nuﬁl of the present and the future., It

liberel when 1t is unafraid to change what has become eut«-uodod-
It is liberal when it conseliously tries to introduce customs
and prectices into its observance which beautify and exalt
Judaism, With this type of outlock we could not be an Orthedox
or Conservative congregation.

radition sbserve? The tradition is

alway point of v eranu. '® cbserve the tradition
wherever 1% h auningrnl today, or wherever it brings beauty
or ethical thought into our lives. Ve also observe tho tradition
when,by do!.ng 80, we are able make large numbers of our mexnbers
feol ™at home".

For examples we wear HATS, not because the failure to wear

it would be a sin, but because we chocse to do so, that more of us
might pray together. We main‘ain a kitchen in the Temple,
although we do teach that you & kosher home to be &
good Jew. We o Temple, Decaude we do not feel that the
automoblile and ease of :unl. was envisioned when our ancient

Kabbis made the an concerning Sabbath oy fHoliday travel.

We encourage the maintainance of meny oe niu the home

but we do not beach that the fallure to in them 1s & sin
and women ;_together at our Service, und women ticipate

ta m 0 on osveasion. We do this bmnu we feel that

meunt treatment of women 18 out-moded, The Rabbi's s is in

English and n{ deal with current soecial problems as with

religious problems. We distinguish between the law and the

ceremonial law, We maintain that the observance o. former is

mandatory, alfthough the observance of the latter is not.

Ve have a and n&xd__moh- at our Services. Traditional
melodies are sung . ve an We have Bar Mitszvah for boys,
Bas Mitgvah for gu-n and Conf' ts.mt the age of 16 for both
boys and girls. Ve huvo & Sunday School at whieh Current Events and
Jewish Higiory are taughts We have a mideweek Hebrew School,
~~Text-books are written from the Iivefal viewepoint.
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The basic nu;muon bmug our congregation and a
so-called "Traditional 'Gnhn‘u or "Conservative™ congregae
ticn 1s that we N DA "0 _CHARG] end do make changes
in She Sendition whh O Aiston Guu. and intelligence
indicate thet the change is nm.

Our Religious Service is divided rather evenly beftween
Hebrew and English, We beliesve that the needs of the person who 1s

'letemr»m&mmtummorw erson who

does not wnderstand Hebrew must be met. Jur Service 1s understandable
and meaningful to all, We use the Liberal Prayer-book with
special supplementa, Torah readinis are untuny explained in

 the English also.

CREAZIVE I RAMMING ¢ Oup congregation has already
developed an Ady eation Program which includes Hebrew,
Jewish History, Oulbm and Ceremonies , Bible, Ete,

auowuq our ¢ cxn m than nu ed ho unsm

YOUTH_GROUP3 We have cm.u e porouamu outh
adviser for omr ~agers this year. '

QURS IS THE PASTEBT GROWING CONORECATION ON LONG
ISIAND, THE REAL REABONS CANNOT BE PUT DOWN ON PAPER]

smeoraly yours,
,, Z f’
< mm'r Mo umwub.



