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Springtime 4s the season of hope. In most parts of the wornld, it 4is the
season of nebinth, when crops begin to grow agtern the hard winter. In ancient .
Greek and Semitic heligdion, spring was the season when the god of vegetation
(Tammuz, Adondis) was reswwrected grom the underworld. So springtime 48 the
season of nreswurection in Judaism - the season when the people was reboan
(gnom sLaveny to greedom). 1In Judaism, the God does not die, non 4is He neborn.

He s an "ale chai, an ever-Living God,"

On the othern hand, a people may suffer defeat and enslavement, and it
experiences the seasons of Life-barrenness and fertility, defeat and victonry.
The cycle of Jewish holidays 48 geared to nature's ebb and flow and to Israel's
hWistony. Passovern, the spring holiday, 48 a celebration of nature's revival
(see the Song of Songs nead in the synagogues at this season) and a celebration
of the Exodus grom Egypt.

Passover has twin themes - creation and greedom. 1t has its vivid symbols:
matzah, the unleavened bread, "the bread of aggliction", a reminder of ancient
and present sufgfering; maror, bittern herbs, a neminder of the bitten times
endured by the Jewish slaves in Eéypt; and charoset, the sweet mixture of nuts
and haisins and apples which are, at once, a neﬁinden 04 the good to be
expenienced by the faithful and the mortar used to make the bricks for Pharaoh's
cities.
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The majon neligious services are held in the Synagogue on the §irnst two
and Last two days of the hotiday in Traditional Synagogues (on the ginst and
Last day in Reform congregations). A Seden, a family meal during which the
Passovern stony is tokd as part of a neligious service {in the home, 44 one of the
foyous features of the holdiay. Some congregations hold a congregational Seden
in modern times, but the home Seder 48 the primary experience of the holiday.

American Jewish gamilies will necite special prayens at theirn Sedens fon
Russian Jews who are not gree to celebrate the Passovenr.

Duning the Seder, a special cup of wine 448 passed gor ELijah, the great
prophet who, acconding to Legend, will return to earnth to announce the coming
o4 the Messiah. Since Passover 448 the season of nedemption (grom slavery),
Jewish trhadition teaches that the Messiah will come, ushering in a workd of

peace and justice, at Passover time.
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