
MARPIAGE - AMERICMJ STYLE 

by Ra.bb.l HeJc.beJt;t M. raW'lgGAd 
Temple. Bdh Am, Hi.rur..l, F l_o/f..lda. 

MO OTHER PEOPLE HAS SANCTIFIEV MARR!AGf LIKE TP.E Jfti:'1SH PF.OPLE. If! FACT, THE 
HEBRE£1 WORV FOR MARRIAGE IS KZPVl!$.Hn!, (11HICH MEAMS Tiff PPOCfSS OF MAKING 
HOLY. THE MYTH OF THE CRE4T10N OF EVE c·Ms POSSIBLY WRTTTEfJ TO SUPPORT THE 
U!STITITICW OF MARRIAGE. THE BOOK OF GH!f.STS TELLS US THAT EVE ttAS TffMOVEfJ 
FROM AVAM 'S SIVE, ANV THEN THE SCRIPTURE TEACHES, '1THEREFORE A HAN SHALL LEAVE 
HIS MOTHER ANV HIS FATHEP.., ANV CLHJG wrro HTS (1.IIFE, FOR SHE IS BONE OF HIS BONE 
ANV FLESH OF HIS FLESH." 

COMMENTING OH THIS STORY, THF. AMCIHJT RAE~IS SAifl, THE FIPST IWHAN BEING NAS f!OT 
A MALE. AVN-f WAS REALLY BISf.XllAL AT FIP-.$T; THEN HE WAS PIVTVEV IN T('.JO, A PART 
OF HIM BEING MALE Af.JV A PART FflfALE. EVER SINCE TlfEf.f, THE 1?.ABBIS TAUGHT, HALE 
ANV FEMALE HAVE SEARCHEV FOR Of-IE ANOTHER, AS IF LOOKING TO BF. REUmTEV C11ITH AN 
ESSEf 'TIAL PART OF THEMSELVES. 

llf.!TIL MOVER/.! TIMES, MM~R1AGF. HAS BEEf! VTH.'f.V IM SUCH LOFTY TERMS AMOHG.ST JEWS. 
THE UNION BfT(:ffEN A HUSBMIP M!V A WIFE WA$, CONSIVf.RfP TO BE MORE BIMVH!G, CLOSER 
EVEN, THAii THE RE LA TIOMSHIP OF A CHI LV TO ITS PARJHITS. 

R ECEflfLY 1 SAC.1 AfJ OLV MOVIE Off T. V., AtW THE ft.!ALE LfAP SAIV TO THE HF.POT NE, 
"1 LOVE YOU. 1 hJAHT TO MAKE A UFF (111n: YOU. 11 1 (·.1AHT TO MAKF A LIFE (•.11TH YOU! 
HOW OV'O THAT sowrrs Ir! THE MOVERfJ WORLV, ('.1HfPE so HM!Y COUPLES TALK A~OLrr 
RELATIONSHIPS (!J1TH uNO STRINGS1; ; ANV THEY PH·1ANV THE RIGHT TO t1JALK OUT AT ANY TIME. 

IT IS UOT WJUSUAL FOi'.? A COUPLE ABOUT TO Bf HAP.RIEP TO SI-.Y TO i1E, "P-ABB1, BE SURE 
YOU VOf.J'T SAY THAT STUFF ABOUT 'UNTIL VfATH PO tlf PART'. 11 C1HAT THF.Sf COUPLES 
VON''T K!JOW IS THAT THIS HAS NEVER BE[N PART OF THE JfC11ISH CEREMOHY, BllT IT IS A 
COMMENTARY cm OUR TIMES THAT so MANY COUPLES (•TM!T TO MAKE CERTAifJ THAT TIIEY ARE 
nor TAKING A vow TO ESTABLISH A LIFE PA1ff!ff.P.gfHP. 

THE lm1LL1MJT COMIC t1100VY ALLEf! HAS B[COMF A K1frV OF SYMP.OL OF PEOPLE C·1HO HAVE 
BEEN MARRIEV MANY TIMES BCrr WHO CAN'T SEF.f.{ n, Hfl.KE MARRIAGE (:10P..K. ONE OF HIS 
RECENT MOVIES IS "ANNIE· HALL a If-! THIS POVIE; WOOVY PLAYS A HAN n1ICE V1VORCEV 
L'JHO FALLS IN LOVE, ALMOST, WITH A LOVELY G1PL. THE MOVIE IS THE STORY OF THFIR 
JOY AUV PAIN WITH EACH OTHER IN THEIR OH-AGAIM, OFF-AGAIN RELATIONSHIP. THE 
RELATIONSHIP Fif.!ALLY ENVS LIKE ALL THE OTHER RELATIONSHIPS UJ LJHZCH C-..'OOVY 
PARTICIPATES - UJ FAILURE. AT THE E!!V OF THf. HOV1f p WOOVY MAKES HIS SEP.IOUS 
POINT, BUT HE MAKES IT THROUGH A JOKE. ·nff JOKF GOES THIS (•1AY: A PATIErJT TELLS 
HIS PSYCHIATRIST THAT HE HAS GREAT V1FFTCULTY LIV1f.lG WITH HIS BROTHER, BECAUSE 
HIS BROTHER THINKS HE IS A CHICKEN. "WHY VOfJ'T YOU LEAVE HIM?'1, ASKS THE 
PSYCHIATRIST. "1 CAfJ'T," 1?EPL1ES THE PATIE1JT, ,rz ~!EEV THE EGGS. r; 

THE JOKE ITSELF IS A TrJ..GIC COMHHITARY ON Ol.!R TIMES, JUST AS (·IOOVY IS A TRAGIC 
SYMBOL OF OUR TIMES. SO MAf!Y OF US f•.1ANT TO BE LOVEP MtV TO GIVE LOVE, BUT WE 
VOM'T KNOW HCX:1. SO MANY OF US WAHT THE FRUIT OF AN ESTABL1SHf.!' RFLATIONSH1P, 
'BUT C;Jf ARE AFRAIV OF IT Mrv L1E VOM'T KNOt' HCX.' TO KEEP TT GOV.re. HJ A C1IAY, t•JE ARE 
ALL VICTIK~ OF OUR TIME, M!V 0!-1 THIS ROSH f.'ASHANAH IT IS 1MPOTTTAMT THAT NE THINK 
OF {!JAYS TO BUCK THE TV.HIV OF OUR TIM[. 

(•'HILE I C111LL BE REFFT!RUJG TO CRISES IN MARRIAGE RELATIOMSHIPS, 1 c~1AMT YOll TO KNOC!J 
THAT 1 CONSIVER THE PPOFLEM TO GO FAR BEYONV THE /.fARRTAGF SITUAT!f'W. THE PROBLEM 
THAT WOOVY ALLE!! TALKS AEOUT If! HIS MOVIE, "Al!tt1[ HALL", IS NOT THAT PEOPLE CAN'T 
ST'AY MARRI[V. THAT IS HERELY A SYMPTOM OF A VF.EPER PROBLEM. Tl-IE VEEPEP. PROBLEH 
IS THAT PEOPLE CAil'~ MAHITAU/ A CONTU:Uif.lG RELATIONSHIP OF MJY KU.'V If.J £1.'HICH 
COMM1TMHff MW RESP0'1S1l~ILITY Af!V COMPP.OMISF AT?..E REQ.UTREV. 
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I AM QUITE AWARE THAT MOVE THAU A FEP OF Y()(t ARE VIVOP.CF!\ M.IV 1 l-'OULV LIKE YOU 
TO WfOERSTANV THAT 1 AM NOT SPF.AKHJG OfJ THIS SUFJECT Tc" f-!AKF W1P FfEL GUILTY OR 
UNCOMFORTABLE. 1 HAVF SEEN MARRIAGES HJ C~f!1Clf OUF OR BOTH PAPTIES UETff SO 
HISEPABLE THAT IT (iT/i.8 REST FOR THE MAR.RIA.Gf TD BE TFP.M1N/1TE1J. 1T TS fJOT A SIN TO 
BE PIVORCEV 1N JUPAISH. MAf!Y OF YOU NH(1 AEE VIVORCEP ('!HL STILL AGREE C1IITH 
ME WHEl! I SAY THAT THF VIVORCE STATISTICS SlfO(•T THA.T THERE IS SOMETflING TEPR1BLY 
NROHG t'JITH OllR Sl,CIETY. If! VAVE COLJf!TY TH[P.E ARE MOW AS MANY APPLICATIONS F01? 
VIVORC[ AS THERE ARE APPLICATIONS FOR MARRIAGE. A PARTICULAR PIVDRC[ HAY ~!ELL 
BE JUST1FIEV;; 1T MAY Rf VESIRADLE; · BL!T C!1lffJ! SO HMJY COUPLES ARE SPLITTING UP; 
YOU !(NOW THAT, FOP. TOO MANY PEOPLE ,MARRIAGf. T~ l!O LONGER A ~f.RMUS PFSP0ffS1B1 LITY. 
IT IS THIS c:.lI'f'ESPREAV VI WT!ON OF THF S1Gf!1FICANCE OF ,fAR~IAGE UHICH SO VISTlfP.P.S 
ME, FOP IT STRIKES AT THE VEnY FOl!NV/\TION OF S()CIETY, ANV IT IS POTENTIALLY 
VESTRUCTIVE OF THE JEC11SH COMML'NITY. 

WHAT ARF Tl-ff P.EASONS FOR THE STAMPEDE T0(1'AT?PS THF i>IVORCE COURTS? ('}E CAN ONLY 
nrrROVUCE THE ANS(·JEJ?S 11! THF FH~J l!I!·!l'TFS AVAI LAELE TO us TOP.AV. OHE OF THE 
OBVIOUS P.EASONS I.S THE OPEN SEX SCP!E. tJl-ffJ?J:VEP YOU GO 9 SEX IS TH'Rl'ST AT YOU, 
MUCH AS M,Y OTHER COMMOVITY If.I OHR Pl.EASllRF SEFf(TUG ~OCIETY. rnOT1C APPEALS AFE 
so PREVALErrr, t1HITHE~ ON T.V.,01? If! 1/IGFT CLltrSJI OR ItJ ORVIf!ARY VRESS FASHIONS, 
OR HJ ONE'S PLACE OF BUSINESS, THAT IT BECOMES ~ATHfP. VIFFICULT TO THifJK OF 
ANYTHifJG ELSE. IF YOU GIVE A CHILV FRE[VOM IN A CA!'!VY SHOP, HE WILL EAT CANVY 
wrn L Hf MAKES HIHSELF SICK. OBVIOUSLY, IT 1S f!OT ('11SE TO GIVF. A CHI LV SUCH 
FRf.EVOM. 1F YOU GIVF Aff AVllLT FREF.VOM IN A -~FX :./1(,P, HE (•!ILL I:!VULGE flW.SF.LF 
TO THE POINT (1JHERE HE BECOHFS It.!CAPARLE OF PrufOUtrD LOVE, OP., FOP Tlfl\T MATTER, 
INCAPABLE OF RESPECT1!!G F1f1SFLF. EVFPY SOCIOLOGICAL STl'VY OF THf OPFfl SEX SCENE 
TEACHES l!S THAT OPE!·!-ENVEJ: SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS .A.Pf ULT1!fATEf_Y VFSTP.l'CTIVE OF 
WHAT 1S MOST fJOBLE AEOL'T HW.fAfr REif.fGS. ON THE OTHEP. HAfti\ f!1STOPY VFHOrtSTP-ATES 
ABW!VANTLY THAT THE f(APR1AGE !'ELATIO!JSHIP If! WHICH· EOTH PARTIES C' HTRTRUTE 
WHATEVER THEY CAN, STPIVWG TO RESPECT ANV TO HELP {)f.ff ANOTH'EP, ruuvs CHAPACTER 
AN'D Lf.NPS STnErJGTH TO SOCIETY. 1T IS EA:Y TO SEE THAT THF SOCIETY UHICH SWUJGS 
1S MOT A ROOTEV SOCIETY. A S01HfG1flG SOC1£TV IS NOT Of.ff ('lf{1Cfl BUI LV~ CULTURAL 
INSTITVTTOUS. IT IS MOT. ONE WHICH PT?OVI-CES FOR THE (•tfAK A.NV THE POOP.. A SC•JIMGING 
SOCIETY IS f.JOT A CAT?UtG SOCIETY, SIMPLV RECAUS[ IT H/..S f.10 CONCERN FOR. THF PAST OR 
FOR THE FUTUTff. A MAP.RIEV PEPSOf;J (!.'HO BECOMES A SWif!GER (i!ORKS A V10Lfr.ICE ON ms 
OR HEP. FAMILY. A SC'l1tJGER. AS MUCH AS YELLS OL/T TO ALL (rlHO (·JILL HEAP., "CUT YOUR 
ROOTS p HAN. FORGET cm.wTTM[UT ANV RfSPON.STF.TL ITY. EAT, VRI.f..!K, A/JV BE MEP.RY, 
BECAUSE TOHORR<JC:' JUST VOESf! 'T Hf Aff A PAT?H. r: 

I KNOC'.1 OF Of-JE NOrAM! lvHO WITHOUT EEf!EFIT OF VIV<Jf?Cf LEFT HER ffllSBANV TO LIVE t11TH 
A MUCH YOW-JGF.P. i!AN. HER TEENAGE VAUGHTfP 1f,fff[V1ATELY tJENT TO LIVE ('1ITH A MUCH 
0 LVFR MAH. L 1 KE MOTHER., L 1 KE VAUG14rf P.. Ol IR CH1L VRfl,! LEARN FT~OM ~JHAT t'E VO, HOT 
FROM C·.IHAT £1Jf. TELL THEi! TO VO. 

TffERE IS NO Q_l(ESTIOH BUT THAT THE ST/i-f'.PF1JE TOPA.RVS THE VIVOP.Cl: COURTS IS T1EV TO 
THE OPEN SEX SCflJE. THE OTHER SIVE OF THIS COI!t rs THAT SH!GLE YOUNG PEOPLE l1HO 
ARE ABLE TO LWE TOGETHER 01ITHOUT GITT1f'G HA.PRIFD FEEL f-10 COMPULSION TO GET J\fARRIF.V, 
SO THEY AREWT HAVING CHILVRF.if EITHFP. THIS LIFESTYLE IS t~OST PP.EVALEfIT AMONGST 
AMERICA'S MIVVLE CLASS,ANV THE JH:tS ARE PART OF THAT CLASS. IT MAY UOT HURT THE 
AHERICMJ CHP..ISTIAN COHHWJTTY MUCH IF THfIT? f.fW'B[VS ARE P.[VUCEP If.! THF NEXT FIFTY 
YEARS FROH 240 MILL!Ofl TO 200 f-f1LLIOfJ, RUT THf M•TrTCMt JE('J1SII COW.1Uf11TY £1.TILL BE 
VECIMATEV IF THE FIGURES Pr.OJ[CTFD FOR Tiff !!EXT FIFTY YEAP~ ACTUALLY COf..~E TO PASS 
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FOR US. IT HAS ~EEf.J PROJECTE'D RY PF.LIABLE SOlrPCES THAT If.! FIFTY Yf~.RS, AT THE 
PRESfl.JT BIRTH RATE AMONGST JEC''So (•J'£ f11LL HAVE VEC~EASFD FP.<1M FIVE Mil.l.IOH TO 
TWO MW A HALF MILLW!J, ANf.' 1N A FEl'J r.10PF VfCAf>ES, ((IE (:1ILL BE HALF OF THAT. 
HITLER TRTEV TO STERILIZE THE JEO.S. OL!R YOUNG PFOPLE ARE CO,,'PLfTI.'JG Tiff JOB 
THAT HE STARTEV. PRESEHT TREl!VS ZN JH?TSH f~RRIAGf Ai-JV 1fJ THE PP.OVUCTIOfJ OF 
CH1LVRV! AVV UP TO ANOTHF1? HOLOCAUST. IT IS TIIAE TO SHP.EI, HGEVALT! f. IT IS TIMF. 
TO SCREAM OLrr 9 "fi'AVMESS' 11 

('!HAT ARE SOME OF THF OTHER CAHSES OF V1l-'ORCE IN OUR Tn!E? STRANGELY ENOUGH, 1 
FIHV THAT 1LL!!ESS ZS FREQltF.NTLY THE CAUSE OF VIVORCF. 
A CHII.V (~11LL EECOHE CHP.ONICALLY ILL, Af.!V 1NST[AV OF VRAc·m.ro TOGFTHER TO STT?fl!GTHEN 
EACH OTHE~ FOR THIS cmrrifJl!If,JG PROBLEM, HUSEMJ'D A!J'[) WIFE UI LL EEG1/1 TO PULL ON 
EACH OTHEr,As THEIR flEP.VF.S FRAY. S<WETU-f[S9IT 1S THF 1LU!ESS OF A $POlJSE'S PARENT 
THAT TEARS A COUPLE APAPT. S<Jt,!ETI//[S IT IS THE !LV!fSS OF OW: OF THE PARTHERS. IT 
HAS ALLIAYS BE[ff EAS1F.P. TO mm ANAY FROA~ A PT?OT!Lf.f·f THAN TO STAY 1'.fm ("ORK IT OUT. 
1 AM MOT SUGGESTING THAT THE OfJE M10 PUNS AWAY rs A.LC·1AYS THE CULPP..IT. I AM SAYING 
THAT C:'ffff! A COUPLE FVtOS THAT Ml TLU!ESS BECOf1ES A SOURCE OF AGITATION, THEY flAV 
rEST GET Pl?OFESST<WAL HELP TO FINV OUT (·1H/..T THrY ARE V01f 'G TO EACH OTHER; FOP. IF 
A MARR1AGF. HEM!S ANYrHWG AT ALL, TT f!F.M!S HAVT!JG sm.{F.ONE WITH UHOM TO SHARE A 
CRISIS LIKE szcr.NFSS. I Kf!Ot1 OF A STTUAnmr In {;!HTCH THE t'-11Ff BECAME CHRONICALLY 
ILL. SHE (.'IAS SllRPR1SEfi TO SEE THAT HEP. !r0Pf{A.LLY VERY BUSY Af.tD WfATTEf-.'TIVE HUSBANV 
SllVVENLY BEGAN TO PAY HER MORE Mm H<"Rf ATTEf-.'T10!!. r,iJ,11-W ARE YOU PAYING HE MORE 
ATTG!TU,ft, ~:' SHE ASKEV, r1!-J0(1 THAT 1 AH LESS ARLf TO HELP YOU?t, '?YOU f-fEFV /.ff ilORE, ,: 
Hf M!SO'EP.EV_: BI' M JUST GOU!n TO HAVE TO LOVF YOU MORE.:: MAP.1?.TAGF. OUGHT TO BE A 
SITUATION If! t1HICH EACH PARTf!ER Gil/f..<; f.10RE, AS THE ~tEEV ARISES. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF TfJE OTHER CAUSES FOP.. PIVORCF? IT SHOULV Ef NO SURPRISE TO YOU 
THAT MONEY COMPLICATES THE Sl!CCESS OF A f.fAP.RIAGE. FF<:J OF LIS KfJOL~' HON TO USE THE 
ABW·JVANCE C'JHICH OUR SOCIETY PPOVIVES FOR US. 1T Sf.HAS TO ,vE THAT IF A FNH LY IS 
POOR, IT IS FORCFl' TO MAKE .SACRIFICES AUD TO SHARE PT?OBLEMS. AS THF. FAMILY 
BECOMES NELL TO VO, THERE 1S LESS OF THIS COf.tPULSION TO POP.K TOGETHER. 

T HHff TS SOMETHING GOOV ArOUT BEING ABL.E TO AFFOTW MOP..E SPACE FOR F.ACH INV1V1VUAL 
IN A FAMILY, BUT THEPF. IS A POT!JT C:JHEPE THE VAnIOl'S ~'fl!P.EPS OF Af! AFFLUENT FAMILY 
BECOME SO COIJCE1?f1EP APOUT THEIR Ot•W PPIVACV, THEIR 0(-"M P.IGflTS, M!V THFTT? OWN SPACE, 
THAT THEY FORGET THFPE 1S SUCH A THrt-rG AS SHAP.fJJ SP,~CE. SOHE f.fEMTTERS OF A FAMILY 
CAN'T EVEN WATCH A T. V. SHO~t TOGETHER9 BECI\USF EACH PF.PSOM IS l''ATCHUIG HTS OWN 
SHOW FTWH HTS or,,1r., SET Ir! HIS OWJ ROOM. 1H1J1VIPUAL1TY IS (''(WPF.PFUL, BUT UHAT ABOUT 
THE LACK OF COfJTACT? VOESWT THAT EVEi-ffL'ALLY BECOME A PROBLEM OF ITS 0(1.IN. YOU 
MIGHT t.!ELL ASK Y()l!T?SELVES ON THIS r..,,~H HASIIANAH, .t,HAT KH1fl OF THIMGS VO YOU VO 
TOGETHER AS A FAHILY? ARE THEY IMPOT?TANT THTMGS? H0(11 MUCH TIME VO WE SPEHV 
TOGETHER A£ A FN11LY? C,,t{fH (~f. VO GIT TOGETl!EP-., UHAT GOES om IS THET?E A SHARING 
OF LOVE? IS THERE A VISCLJSS10U OF COMMON PURPOSE M.rv PLANS? VO C.'1E VISCLJSS OUR 
ROLE AS JEC•.IS? PO ('!E TALK ABOUT OUR RESPOffS181LITIFS TO EACH OTHER MJV TO THE 
BROAVER cmf~fW!ITY? 

1T HAS BEflJ f fY ORSEP.VAT10f! THAT ALL TOO OFTF/1 AFFLUENT FAMILIES GRAVUALLY TT'.AVEL 
FASTER Al11AY FROM EACH OTHETT AHV FlfRTHrP. AC·'r-W FTW~f EACH OTHfP, UNTIL THERE AT?f. OMLY 
1'.ARE HOHffJTS OF MEETING MJV SHARif.!G MJP GROUP RETHFOP.CEf~HfT. 1Sf-J'T IT TRUE THAT 
THE HORE MONEY YOU MAKE, THE ~~OnE YOU ram T(1 G1VF. YOUR SPOUSE AfJV YOU~ CH1L1'1?flJ 
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OF YOUR HONFY ANV THE LESS YOU TfNV TO GTVF OF YOUR TWf: Mf1J SELF? rn OUP VAY 1 
OUR SOPHISTICATEV HIVVLE CLASS JEPISH Cf!1 L1'Rff.t U!CREASUJGLY HAVE TO FACE THE 
PROBLEM OF TWO CAREER VRIVEfJ PAREf.fTS j) MEITHER OF l'!IIOH HA.S T1PE TO BF. AVAILABLE 
TN THOSE LITTLE MOMHJTS ('JHE!J Cl!APACTER IS FOP-Hf:V MJV PERSONALITY IS MOLVEV. 
WE MIVVLE CLASS FAMILIES HAP BETTER HAVF sm,!f OBJECTIVITY AP.OUT THE PROBLEMS 
OF OUR LIF[STYL'Esi OR C~E WILL BECmtE THE VICTWS OF THAT LIFfSTVLf. 

ONE OF THE REASONS 1 TH1fJK THAT THEP.E IS SO MUCH VIVOPCE IS TflAT HUSFANV AUD 
(•.IIFf: HAVE BECOME MARRIAGE ACCOUNTANTS. YES, EACH OF THFrf SITS 110(1!~f (111TH PAPER 
Ar.JP PEN Ar-JV BEGIUS TO A'PV UP (.,1ffAT THE OTHER HAS OP. HASN'T VONE. FRF.QPHfTLY, A 
COUPLE CO!-!ES If! TO Hf SPtWTirtn AfJGER, AIW TP.E QUESTTOM IS SOHETHTf..fG LIKE,. "RABBI, 
ISWT EACH PAP.TNER 1fJ A MAP.RV\Gf SUPPOSEV TO GIVE 50f 7r· USU~.LLY, THE rOUPLE IS 
SVRPR1SEV l1Hftf 1 SAY THAT THIS 50/50 BLJf1f!FSS IS A MYTII. F~CH PARTNEP. HJ A 
MARRIAGE SHOULV G!tlf WHAT HE CM! GIVE. THAT f-1,\Y !'EM! THAT !ff sm~E VEP/1.RTHEHTS 
ONF PAITTHEn UI LL GI VE 7 0%. W ANOTHEP AREA, t•Jf/FPE HE HAS Lf SS STF?FNGTH, THAT 
SAME PAR.Tl-JET? MAY G1t1F. <Jf.fLY 30% OR 40%. A MAP.PIACE VOESN'T SUCCEEV t:lf-lEPf. EACH 
PARTY BEGRUVG1NGLY COWffS UP THE SCORE. IT Sl!CCEEVS WHERE EACH PARTf.fER GIVES 
FREELY OF WHAT HE IS ABLf TO G1l1L ANV NOT EVERYOfJE HAS F.OUAL THIHGS TO GIVE. 
THE POI!!T IS TH/!T EACH P~.RTrIE~ Sf!OULV GillE ALL HE IS ABLE--TO GIVE ANV SHOLfLV 
RECOGNIZE THIS A._~ A COMMIHft:f .'T. 

LET US THU!K BACK TO WOO-VY ALLEfJ' S STORY AP.OUT THE BT?..OTHEV C=!HO THINKS HE IS A 
CHirKEU. THE STORY TELLS US THAT THE PSYCH1AT1UC PATIENT CAN'T LEAVE HIS CRAZY 
BROTHER BECAUSE HE fJEEVS THE EGGS. TP.F. STOP.Y REVEALS THAT Tiff PATZ Er.ff, THE 
TELLEP. OF THE STORY, IS A TAKfP. THE STORY 1'JOESWT TELL US THAT THE CP.AZY 
BROTHER RECEIVES ANY HELP OP. LOVF FTW~-f HHf AT ALL. 

MOW THIUK OF THAT STORY C:'l-fICH COHES TO US FP.<W Ol!P. TPAVITIOfJ ('JHTCI! TELLS ll.S WHY 
THE TEf!PLE Ifl JERUSALEM (11A...<; Rl!ILT Ofl Tf-'AT PARTICULAR SPOT. IT SEEMS THA.T Ifl THE 
VAYS BEFORE THE TEMPLE, SOf/E 3,000 YEARS AGOsi Tf!EP-E NFRE Tl'JO BTWTHEP.S C•JHO LTVEV, 
AT SOHE VISTAfJCE FROM EACH OTHF.T!, zt.J n~o VIFFFT?ffff TOWNS AT OPPOSITE OF THE 
CITY OF JETWSALElf. ON THIS CERTAIN ~IIGHT, (.'!f-lEN 1T (•IAS C0L1) ANV srom.w, ONE 
BP.OTHER THOUGHT OF THE OTHEP. AMV SAIV, ''l Af.·f BFTTE~ OFF THM.! MY BP.OTHEP.. HE 1S 
ALONE Arm COLV Of] THIS STORMY MIGHT. 1 (=_!ILL BRING H!M .SOME Finfl •J{)(l{J AMV SOME HOT 
FOOV. Mm SO IT t-JAS. THAT THIS FIPST RTWTHF.~ SET OFF INTO THE STOP.ff TO GO TO HIS 
BROTHER' s HOUSE. MEM!t'JHILE, THE SECOf.W BROTHER HAP snnLAn THCUGHTS. HE SAIV TO 
HIMSELF, "MY BROTHER P.~~ TO TAKf CAPF. OF HIS FMAILY ,AM1J THAT 1~ A. GREAT VEAL TO VO 
OH A STORMY NIGHT, SO I (1'1 U TAKF HIM SOHf FTPUOOV M,V SOf'F P.OT FOOO. '! ANV HE, TOO, 
SET OFF INTO THE STORM. THE TRAV1T10l.! TELLS US THAT ON THF. SPOT t:!f-!F.PE THESE TWO 
BROTHf:P-S MET THAT NIGHT, EACH LOOKING FOP Tiff. OTlffn)l EACH TP.YU!G TO HELP THE 
OTHER, Of.I THAT VERY SPOT THf THfPLE C1JA..~ BUILT. THIS STORY GIVES US A PATTERN FOR 
WHAT A MARP.IAGE P.ELAT10f-JSHTP OlfGl-'T TO BE. EACH OF US IS CAUGHT UP HJ THE BURVEN 
OF HIS OM! VUT1F$. f,i.CH OF US WAfffS TO CP.Y OUT, PHELP HE", ANV INVEEV t·)E ARE 
HJTITL[V TO SUCH HELP; BUT C1IE OUGHT ALSO TO BE COflCERf!EV EfJOl!GH AEOUT Ol!R PARTNER 
TO ASK, "HOW CA!/ I HELP YOLl?'t, MJV t11E OUGHT TO MAKE THAT OFFER REAL. 

IM HY MARRIAGE CEP..Er-'ONY, 1 PP..ONOWJCE nrr: F1fTAL BEflf.V1CTION OVER THE COUPLE IM 
THIS (1AY, li~fAY THE LOTW BLESS YOU AHV ('}ATC/-! cWF.r YOU, AFIP MAY YOU USE YOUR 
INVIVWLJAL STPFf!GTHS TO BLESS Aft{) C1JATCH OVET' F/\CH OTIIER, · FOR ~.fARRIAGE IS IM ITS 
VEEPEST ~ffAft!f!G JUST THAT, A OIATCHU!G OVFP.. ,, PEAR FRIENVS, THERE ARE SO HANY 
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CA!J NE :JOT THINK OF EACH OTHE~ If! TERMS OF (1(.fR ffEEVS? CAfJ CJE NOT CONCHJTPJ\TE 
mJ HHPifJG OfJE AMOTHER PATHER THAN OUTfW!ff WF.T?.ING ONE Af·fOTHfP. CAH HOT 
HUSBM.m MtD WIFE THWK OF EACH OTHF.P UJ THE COSMIC TEPP~ OF THE AVA.M Ar.IV EVE 
STORY jl AS. ESSH!TIAL PARTS OF ONE OR1GUJAL (!JHO LE, AS BONE OF EACH OTHET? 'S RO:fE 
ANV Fl.ESH OF EACH OTHER'S FLESH? 
CAf.! (•IE NOT, AS JEWS, TAKE TH()SE EXTRA STEPS ANV 1'0 THOSE EXTPA. THINGS r,1fHCH (:JILL 
Ef.JABLE US TO RESIST THE VESTP.UCTIVE TP.flJ1JS OF OUR TIME? 

A. Ro.6h Ha1.,luma.h SeJt.mon 
1979-5740 
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