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By Rabbi H<) Baumga :~d, Beth Am 
Miami, Florida J.970 

IN ONLY A FEW "'"EEKS, PASSO'VER WILL BE HERE. WE WILL RE'"vIEW THE 
STORY OF HOW MOSES LED OUR FATHERS OUT OF THE LA~1D OF EGYPT WHERE 
THEY WERE SLAVES, AND, 0~1CE AGAIN, WE WILL GET TOGETHER AT A SEDER ' 
WHERE WE WILL EAT SUCE THINGS AS M.~TZ?.1.Ho NOW I HAVE SELDOM MET A 
JEW WHO DIDN'T LIKE 'l10 EAT !J'JATZAH WHICH, IT STRIKES ME, IS A VERY 
STRANGE THING. IT IS SOMEWHAT STRANGE BECAUSE, YOU SEE, MATZA..q 
DOESN'T REALLY TASTE VERY GOOD.. I DECIDED TO MAKE AN IN"vESTIGATION 
OF THIS UNUSUAL FACT I so I MET wrrH SEVERAL DOZEN YOUNG PEOPLE, AND 
I ASKED THEM ALL THE SAME QUESTIONS. I ASKED THEM, "DO YOU LIKE 
MATZAH, AND WHY OR Wh--Y NOT?". I THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR SOME 
OF THE ANSWE?lS TO THESE QUESTIONS. 

ONE YOUNG MAN, NAMED JER...'ClY, WHO WAS sr.x YEARS OLD, SAID, 0 IT 
ISN 11T THAT I LIKE l"JZ:\T2:AH SO MUCH, B'CYl' I LIKE EATING IT AT A SEDER 
PARTY WITH A LOT OF' OTHER PEOPLE".. FOR JERRY, EATING MATZAH MEANT 
DOING THINGS TOGETHER WITn A GREAT MANY OTHER PEOPLE .. IN THIS SENSE, 
Ml\TZAH IS AN ANSWER TO LO:t:-.TELINESS. AS LITTLE JERRY SPOKE TO ME, I 
WAS REMINDED HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR PEOPLE TO DO THINGS TOGETHER. 
I THOUGHT OF HOW SOME TEEN-AGERS WILL DO ALMOST ANYTHING ~rJST TO 
BE ACCEPTED BY THE GANG. A YOUNG LADY BY THE NAME OF SHARON, WHO 
WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD, SAID, "IT ISN°T THE MATZAE ITSELF TH.AT'S SO 
GOOD, IT 0 S THE T""rlINGS THAT YOU DO WITH MAT?~H, LIRE SPREADING BUTTER 
ON IT, OR EATING ,JELLY WITH IT, OR FRYING IT, OR EATING BITTER HERBS 
WITH IT, OR PUTTING IT IN CHICKEN SOUP". IN MY INvESTIGATION, I 
GAVE A PIECE OF MATZAH TO A THREE Y,H'wAR OLD BCY WHO RAN HIS FINGERS 
ALONG THE RAISED PART AND SAID, ., I LIKE THE HILLS ON I~". FRZ\NKLY, 
I HAD h"EVER THOUGHT OF THE RAISED IDLU!l:NS ON M..Z\TZAH AS HILLS, BUT 
THE WORD "HILL" MADE ME 'i'H.tNI< OF THE MOt':h~IN '!'HAT MOSES CLIMBED 
AFTER HE LEFT EGYPT, THE MOT~"!TAIN ON WcIICH P.£ RECEIVED THE TEN 
COMMA!:i""DMENTS. I ALSO SU:JDENLY REAL:i:ZED '!'HAT NO OTHER COOKIE THAT 
I KNEW ABOUT H.r+.D 'l~HOSE R!:OGES OR HILLS ON IT. THIS SORT OF MADE 
MATZAH VERY SPECIAL IN D~!SIGN. 

A THIRTEEN YEAR OLD GIRL NAMED MIRIAM Sl\ID, "MATZAH IS REALLY 
RATHER DRY AND NO'r VERY SWEET, BUT I J.,IKB 'lO EAT IT BECAUSE I THINK 
OF OUR ANCES'110RS WHO EAD NO BREAD '110 ~€AT, A~""D I GET SAD.. I OON 11T 
KNOW WHY, 11 MIRIAM SA!D, n BUT G}~TTING SAD MAKES ME FEEL Hi"\PPYu. 
PERHAPS MIRIAM MEANT TO SAY TH1.\6l1 F.!ATING MATZAH MAKES HER VERY TF.AJ~t{'FUL 
FOR ALL THE GOOD THINGS Sill~ HAS TODAY 'l1HAT OUR FATHERS n,; EGYP-f, WrlO 
WERE VERY POOR: DID NC'T ~VEo OUR FATHERS, THOSE W!·IO LIVED BEFORE 
MOSES. P.AD TO WORK SEVEN DAYS A WEEK )?R,t.'M. SUNRISE TO SUNSE~I.1

.. Tz!EY 
NEVER HAD A CHANCE TO FLAY OR '1.10 HAVE FUN" .. EATING MATZ.AH", MIRIAM 
SAID, 11CAN Mc".\KE YOU FEEL LUCKY\!) 



Page 2 

A N!NETZZN YEAR OLD CC:.'""1:EGE BOY, WIT!i A LO~G BEAR!>, TOLD ME, "MATZAH 
IS THE SWJ.BOL OF AN OFPFESSED AND SUFFERING PEOPLE. IT SHOUT.Jl MAKE 
US THINK OF ALL THE PEOPLE TODAY WHO l\RE POOR AND WHO DONa'l, EAVE 
ENOUGH TO EAT. 11i'-tl\TZAH 11

, EE SAID, 11 SHOL"LD INSPIRE t!S TO GO OUT AND 
HELP THE POOR PEOPLE OE' TODAY".. ;,.s THE COLLEGE BOY SAID THIS, I 
THOUGHT OF THE SEIJTENCE IN THE HAGGADAH, T-"rlE S'l'ORY-BOOK OF PAS~OVER, 
Tt-:AT DESCRIBES .M.~TZAH !N TrtIS WAY, "HAH LhCHMM-! ANYAH, THIS IS THE 
BREAD OF AF'!!'LICTION". 
HUNGRY COME AND EAT". 

THE NA~l~i'l1Iv~ CONTIN'UES, nLE'l' ALL W-rlO ARE 
THIS YOUNG MAN FROM COLLEGE HAD A DEEP utIDER-

STANDING OF 'l'I-ra MEANr:~r; OF ¥J\T7.AH. 

IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUES'2I0NS, AN EIGHTZEN YEAR OLD COLLEGE GIRL 
SAID, "I LIKE Ml\TZAH Bi4~C1\USE IT DOESNcT ~VE A~ MA~,Y CALORIES AS 
BREAD. I TBil'1'K \'lE EA'.t' rro::; MUCH TODAY' .. S!lE SAID I. ti ':(QO Ml\NY RICH 
THINGS ARE NOT GOOD :(:"OR TiiE BODY ca FOR TBE sour/:.. WHEN TIUG BRIGHT 
YOUNG LLAr•Y Hi'\D EINISffi1D SPE~ .KING, I THOuGnT TO l~.lSELF, "EATING ,r.,M,n.TZAH 
IS LIKE GOING ON A tr:il?IRr::rJAL DIE'l'. IT .MP .. KB:3 YOU THIKK OP THE LEAN 
THINGS IN Lit 1E, TH.'E B..?~SI(! '112.1:NGS 11

,. AS I THOUGHT THIS, I REALJ$ED 
THAT PERI-IA.PS MYl'''JU<';ASCH :?t)P. LI!<::}~G J,,.TZAH ·nA3r: ~~-1::~·ff.Z BEST., I L~F-.E TO 
EAT MY MATZAH WITH m ...i.i' 'i.tK'4. o I DIP '.ZHE .MA'!'2'..AH IN 'i'r~ HOT T~ . f A~~-D 
TEE MATZAH T~STES l~ffiavl AND SOFT. I FIND THIS TASTE SENSATION SOOTHING 
AND RBSTFUL.. 11¥.JAYBE", :r i:,:~-10UGHT •ro MY.SELF, •Yw:3'.EH you' RE E.ATING .MATZAH 
YOU SHOULI.'NrT FEEL S.C'., Sri:r-ISFI:CD P.11~Z.l PL:SASA~l.T". l. AS:>UPE YOU, HOWEVER, 
THAT I S'i 1ILL INTEN!) TO DIP MY MA'I1ZAH IN IIOI1 TEZ\. 

NOT TaE L3AS:r' II:1T:SRE3T!NG OF 'l'I{.~~ 1\,NSW'J;RS I RSCEPlED TO Ki QUESTIONS 
ABOUT MATZ.~H WERE Gr1,;~i;J B'~ A GROUP O? TiiO YE:AR CLDS. OW-3 OF THEM 
SAID, 11I LIKE DA CRUMBS WOl' ITl~ .. KeS WHZN YOU BITZ IT. I LII<E TO EZ~T 
DA CRUMBS". ANOTHER T'iifO ygAR O)'.XJ SAID, "I L:i.:KZ D~ NOISE WOT IT MAKES 
W~iEN YOU BI'lE IT.. I LI~E 'l,0 P.£AR I')~".. wr·?H ALL 01', TI!ES1'~ Vl\RIE'J.i:,~ 0~ 
ANSWERS FROM YOUNG PEOPLE V.ARYING IN AGE FROI1l PP.E·•~!URSERY SCH0GL 
CHILDREN TO COL~EGE STUi'ilfl '-t'."'.\ / I I DEC!~~:c 'ra;~T .tl'J-\r!'ZIUi W.A.S I Ii\'JDBED, A 
MOST AMAZING SYMBOL, PRUi~DiliG AN UNUStJAL A.MOUNT OF FOOD-ii '()R-THOUGHT 
AS WELL l\S FOOD l?OR THE ECDY.. I I<NOW f)N.8 'I;F.ING P.OR CER 1I1JUN, I SHALL 
NEVER AGAlN EA'J: MJ\TZJU-! I{Y'3BLW W!TH.OD~· s1-;srNG, h't!~.2,RI:iiG, AND TAS 'l"H!G 
THI~lGS Tin\'1 1 I BAD NEV"ER mn?}}!R!El:K~ED BS~)uRE. Yu7J MIGHT TRY YOUR OWN 
MATZAH INVES'I'IGATI0N,. IT~ S ?Ascn~;'!.'ING. 
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