
THE CONTINUING CRUCIFIXTION OF THE JEW 
"The Jew as Classic Scape-goat" 

Rabbi Dr. Herbert M. Baumgard 
Temp1e Beth Am Feb. 1969 

THE RECENT HANGING OF A NUMBER OF IR1Q21 L JEWS. HAS SERVED TO 
BRING BACK THE MEMORY OF THE MILLIONS OF JEWS WHO WERE CREMATED 
BY HITLER. THE UNITED NATIONS HASTENED TO CONDEMN ISRAEL FOR 
DESTROYING CIViLIAN PROPERTY IN LEBANON IN RETALIATION FOR AN 
ATTACK ON AN ISRAELI PLANE LOADED WITH PEOPLE; YET THE U'.N. 
SAID NOTHING, TOOK NO ACTION ON THE MASS EXECUTIONS IN IRAQ. 
SAID U. THANT, THE SECRETARY GENERAL, uTHE IRAQI· MATTER IS AN 
INTERNAL MATTER. n THE UNITED STATES PROPERLY HASTENED TO FLY 
AN AIR-LIFT FROM CUBA '1'0 HELP CUBAN REFUGEES FROM CASTROISM • 
IT DID ALMOST NOTHING TO HELP THE JEWS CONDEMNED BY HITLER. WHERE 
THE JEWS ARE CONCERNED, IT SEEMS ALWAYS TO BE AN "INTERNAL MATTER"; 
TRANSLATION - NO HELP WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

RECENTLY, JACQUES SOUSTELLE, WRITING FROM PARIS IN AN ARTICLE 
PUBLISHED IN THE MIAMI HERALD (FEB. 9, 1969) WROTE, tiTHE SITUATION 
OF THE 500,000 JEWS IN FRANCE IS DETERIORATING STEADILY. THE 
POLITICAL POLICE UNDER INTERIOR MINISTER MARCELLIN IS INVESTIGATING 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONALITIES. FRENCH JEWS, WHO ARE 
CONSIDERED AMONG THE MOST PATRIOTIC AND LOYAL OF FRENCH CITIZENS ••• 
COMPLAIN THAT THEY ARE NOW CONSIDERED I SECCND-RATE I FRENCHMEN. 
MORE THAN 500 FRENCH JEWS ARE LEAVING FRANCE VERY MONTH TO 
ESTABLISH THEMSELWS IN ISRAEL ...... 

IT IS A FAMILIAR STORY, IS IT NOT, THE JEW ON THE MOVE, 
FLEEING FROM HIS FORMER FRIENDS WHO, FOR SOME REASON, ARE NOT 
ABLE TO HELP HIM? WHY? WHAT IS THE ROOT OF ALL OF THIS 
IRRATIONAL HATRED? WHEN WILL IT END? WILL IT EVER END? 

"Let him go!U 

WHEN THE GREAT MODERN JEWISH ,RAINTER, CHAGALL, PAINTED JESUS' 
ON THE CROSS, HE PICTURED HIM WITH A TALLIS AROUND HIS LOINS. FOR 
CHAGALL, JESUS THE JEW IS NOT THE SON OF GOD, BUT HE IS THE 
SYMBOL OF THE CRUCIFIED JEW. IN HIS MEMORABLE BOOK, DESCRIBING 
THE CONTINUED PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS OF EUROPE, ANDRE SCHWAR~ART. 
DE.'VELOPS A SCENE WHERE A GROUP OF GERMAN CHILDREN I PLAYING WITH 
A YOUNG JEW, BBGIN TO ACT OUT THE NEW TESTAMENT STORY OF THE 
CRUCIFIXTION OF JESUS. THEY FORCE UPON THE UNWILLING JEWISH BOY 
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THE ROLE OF SPOKESMAN FOR THE JEWISH MOB, AS DESCRIBED IN THE ~~W 
TESTAMENT. WHEN THE ROMAN RULER ASKS I_ "WHAT SHALL BE DONE WITH THE 
PRISONER? If I THE GERMAN BOYS TURN TO THE JEW AND WAIT FOR HIM TO 
SAY, "CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM"!: BUT THE JEW SAYS NOTHING. "SAY, 
'CRUCIFY HIM I ", THE CHRISTIANS SCREAM; "SAY, 'CRUCIFY HIM I II. THE 
JEWISH BOY, IDENTIFYING HIMSELF WITH THE UNSEEN PRISONER, CANNOT BRING 
,l,!IMSELF TO SAY SUCH A THING. WHEREUPON, THE GERMAN YOUTHS BEGIN 

.I'.,-::~ 

TO CUFF HIM AROUND, TO HIT AND KICK HIM,. "SAY 'CRUCIFY HIM', YOU 
:pIRTY JEW", THEY SHOUTED. WHEREUPON, THE JEW FINALLY SPEAKS, 
SJ:G~~NG SOULFULLY, tlOH, LET HIM GO. LET HIM GO!" FOR SCHWARTZBART 
IN ~ip BOOK, liTHE LAST OF THE JUST" I THE JEWISH PEOPLE IS THE 
CRUCIFIED JESUS, NOT DIVINE BUT THE SYMBOL OF ALL WHO SUFFER 
NEEDLESSLY, SYMBOL OF ALL MISUNDERSTOOD MINORITIES I SYMBOL OF ALL 
WHO ARE DEFENSELESS AND WHO ARE THE VICTIMS OF THE UNREASONING MOB. 

SIMILARLY, IN THE RECENT NOVEL, "THE FIXER", BY BERNARD MALAMUD 
(AS IN THE MOVIE), THE PERSECUTED JEW IS IDENTIFIED BY THE AUTHOR 

WITH JESUS. OF COURSE, TO SCH~ARTZBART AND TO MELAMUD, JESUS IS 
NOT SEEN AS A DIVINE BEING, BUT SIMPLY AS ANOTHER MEEK JEW, UNJUSTLY 
SET UPON BY THE AUTHORITIES, WHETHER THEY BE ROMAN, AS IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT, GERMAN I AS IN SCHWARTZBART' S BOOK, OR RUSSIAN I AS IN 
MELAMUD • S BOOK. TO THESE JEWISH WRITERS, JESUS IS BUT ONE JEW 
WRONGLY CONDEMNED BY HIS ACCUSERS, AND WHAT ALL THESE WRITERS ARE 
SAYING IS, "WHY CAN'T THE CHRISTIANS SEE TEllS? WHY SO MUCH CHRISTIAN 
SYMPATHY FOR ONE JEW WHO DIED 2,000 YEARS AGO, AND WHY SO LITTLE 
SYMP~THY FOR THE SIX MILLION CRUCIFIED JEWS OF EUROPE? WHY SO MUCH 
SYMPATHY FOR A VICTIM OF ROMAN TYRANNY 2,000 YEARS AGO AND SO LITTLE 
SYMPATHY FOR THE 2 MILLION JEWS OF ISRAEL SURROUNDED ONCE AGAIN BY 
HOSTILE FORCES? ALAS, IT IS A LEGITIMATE QUESTION, AND THE 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE ENTIRE JEWISH PEOPLE WITH ONE OF THEIR OWN 
WHO DIED SO LONG AGO IS NOT A FALSE IDENTIFICATION, - IF WE LEAVE 
ASIDE THE CHRISTOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF HIS DYING. AT THE END 
OF HIS COMPELLING BOOK ENTITLED, liTHE ANGUISH OF THE JEWS'I, THE 
CATHOLIC PRIEST EDWARD FLANNERY, QUOTES JACQUES MARITAIN AS 
SAYING, tiTHE PASSION OF ISRAEL IS MORE AND MORE CLEARLY TAKING THE 
SHAPE OF THE CROSS". WHEN MARITAIN USES THE PHRASE, "THE PASSION 
OF ISRAEL", HE REFERS TO THE SUFFERING OF I5.RAEL , MUCH AS OUR 
JEWISH WRITERS SPEAK OF IT. (E. Flannery, tiThe Anguish of the 
Jews", McMillan Co., N. Y., 1965, p. 277). 

Early Anti-Semitism 

FATHER FLANNERY ATTEMPTS TO TRACE THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANTI­
SEMITISM IN HIS SCHOLARLY STUDY. HE POINTS OUT THAT MUCH OF MODERN 
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ANTI-SEMITISM IS ROOTED IN THE EARLY CONFLICT BETWEEN THE SYNAGOGUE 
AND THE CHURCH. THERE ARE NO GREATER ENEMIES THAN TWO FACTIONS, 
WHICH ARE REALLY SOMEWHAT CLOSE TOGETHER, WHO ARE COMPETING FOR 
SUCCESS. FATHER FLANNERY DESCRIBES HOW, IN THE EARLY CENTURIES 
OF THIS ERA, THE SYNAGOGUE WAS, AT FIRST, FRIENDLY TO THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS, AND, THEN, AN ENEMY, AS THE JEWISH DEADERS SLOWLY 
REALIZED THAT WHAT WAS DEVELOPING WAS NOT MERELY JUST A DIFFERENT 
JEWISH. SECT BUT A WHOLE NEW RELIGION WHICH WAS TURNING ITS BACK ON 
JUDAISM. SIMILARLY, THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS, ACCORDING TO THIS 
CHRISTIAN SCHOLAR, AT FIRST WERE ADMIRERS OF JUDAISM, THEN, AMBIVALENT 
TOWARDS THE JEWISH PEOPLE, AND, FINALLY, ITS ENEMIES. THE MAIN BREAK 
CAME IN THE FOURTH CENTURY WITH ST. AUGUSTINE AND, ESPECIALLY, WITH 
ST. CHRYSOSTOM. WHERE JESUS HAD NOTHING BUT LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE 
AND CARRIED HIS MESSAGE ONLY TO THEM, ST. PAUL, WHO LATER PROPAGATED 
HIS OWN CONCEPT OF CHRISTIANITY, WAS HURT BY THE FAILURE OF THE JEWS 
TO ACCEPT JESUS AS PART OF THE GODHEAD. PAUL, HOWEVER, STILL FELT 
THAT THE HOPE OF THE WORLD WAS IN THE JEWISH PEOPLE. ST.AUGUSTINE, 
WHO IS ONE OF THE GREATLY ADMIRED MEN OF TEE EARLY CHURCH, AT ONE 
POINT CALLED FOR CHRISTIANS TO APPROACH THE JEWS WITH LOVE: BUT HE 
ALSO WROTE, "JUDAISM SINCE CHRIST IS A CORRUPTION: INDEED, JUDAS 
IS THE IMAGE OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE •••. " (Quoted by Father Flannery, 
p. 50). (YOU WILL RECALL, THAT JUDAS WAS THE ])ISCIPLE WHO BETRAYED 
JESUS TO THE ROMAN SOLDIERS) .•. IT IS PRECISELY HERE WITH ST. 
AUGUSTINE IN THE 4TH CENTURY THAT WE SEE A WILLINGNESS TO IDENTIFY 
ALL OF THE JEWS WITH ONE OF THEIR EVIL MEMBERS, JUDAS, WHILE THERE 
IS AN UNWILLINGNESS TO IDENTIFY THE JEWS EITHER WITH JESUS, THE 
GOOD GUY, OR WITH OTHER DISCIPLES WHO DID NOT BETRAY JESUS AND WHO 
WERE ALSO JEWS! ST. AUGUSTINE ALSO SAID, " •••• (THE JEWS) BEAR THE 
GUILT FOR THE DEATH OF THE SAVIOR., FOR THROUGH THEIR FATHERS THEY 
HAVE KILLED THE CHRIST ••• II (Flannery, p. 50. St. Augustine was 
ambivalent and also preached another doctrine with respect to 
the Jewsr. See Flannery, p. 50 I bottom.) HERE WE SEE ONE OF 
THE SAINTED TEACHERS OF CHRISTENDOM GLOSSING OVER THE CARDINAL 
FACT THAT JESUS WAS BUT ONE JEW CRUCIFIED BY THE ROMANS 1 BUT I BEYOND 
THIS, AUGUSTINE CASTS BSIDE CHRISTIAN CHARITY TO CURSE WITH GUILT 
NOT ONLY THE tTEWS PRESENT AT THE TIME ONE OF THEIR NUMBER WAS 
CRUCIFIED BUT ALL JEWS LIVING FOUR CENTURIES LATER. CHRISTIAN 
STUDENTS WHO WERE TO READ ST. AUGUSTINE DOWN THROUGH THE CENTURIES 
HAD PROVIDED FOR THEM, IN HIS WRITINGS, THE CORE OF ANTI-SEMITISM. 
ST. AUGUSTINE, HOWEVER, WAS NOT AS BAD AS ST. CHRYSOSTOM WHO LIVED 
ALSO IN THIS CRITICAL FOURTH CENTURY IN ANTIOCH. THE WHOLE EMPHASIS 
OF HIS MINISTRY WAS ON HATRED OF THE JEW. IN HIS "HOMILY", 
CHRYSOSTOM WROTE, .. (THE JEWS ARE) •• THE MOST MISERABLE OF ALL MEN I 
:~. LUSTFUL, RAPACIOUS, GREEDY, PERFIDIOUS BANDITS •• INVETERATE 
MURDERERS, •.• MEN POSSESSED BY THE DEVIL". "INDEED, II HE WROTE I "THEY 
HAVE SURPASSED THE FEROCITY OF WILD BEASTS FOR THEY MURDER THEIR 



Page 4 

OFFSPRING AND IMMOLATE THEM TO THE DEVIL". (liThe Anguish of the 
Jews", p. 48. See further his discussion of the Code and Theodosianus, 
A.D., 438, which made Jewish proselytism a criminal act, barred 
Jews from public functions, and made marriage to Jews punishable 
by death. pp. 54p • ~ith the combining of Christianity with political 
power, anti-semitism became legalized .) AND WHY ARE JEWS SO 
DEGENERATE?, THIS CHRISTIAN SAINT ASKED I AND HE ANSWERED;" •• -{BECAUSE 
OF THEIR) •••• ODIOUS ASSASSINATION OF CHRIST." AGAIN HE WROTE, 
"(FOR THIS DEICIDE) ••• NO EXPIATION IS POSSIBLE, NO INDULGENCE, NO 
PARDON •••• " • CHRYSOSTOM TOPPED OFF THIS ETERNAL DAMNATION WITH 
THESE TEACHINGS, "IT IS THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO HATE THE JEWS •• " eo 

Not Official Church noctrine 

HENCEFORWARD, MEN OF DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS IN DIFFERENT 
COUNTRIES WERE ABLE TO QUOTE ST. CHRYSOSTOM AS AN ALLY IN THEIR 
ATTEMPT TO HARM THE JEWS. IN MAKING THIS PRESENTATION TO YOU, LET 
ME CAREFULLY ASSERT THAT NOT ALL THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS FELT 
LIKE THIS TEACHER. FURTHER, HIS HATRED WAS NOT PART OF OFFICIAL 
CHURCH DOCTRINE. OFFICIAL CHURCH DOCTRINE DOWN THROUGH THE 
CENTURIES HAS BEEN MORE CONSISTENT WITH THE TEACHING OF ST. PAUL 
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. THE CHURCH HAS LOOKED FOR THE TI~1E WHEN 
THE JEWS WOULD ACCEPT JESUS AS THEIR SAVIOR AND THIS ACCEPTANCE 
IS REGARDED AS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE COMING OF HIS KINGDOM. 
NONETHELESS, IT MUST FAIRLY BE SAID THAT ALL TOO ~~NY IGNORANT 
PRIESTS AND CHRISTIAN LAYMEN IDENTIFIED WITH THE MOOD OF ST. 
CHRYSOSTOM, WHO, AS ONE OF THE EARLY FATHERS, WAS ADMIRED AND 
RESPECTED BY LATER CHRISTIANS. 

EVEN THOUGH MANY OF THE ROOTS OF ANTI-SEMITISM LIE IN THIS 
CHARGE OF DEICIDE WITH RESPECT TO THE CHRISTIAN GOD, THE MATTER IS 
NOT QUITE THAT SIMPLE. IT IS FURTHER COMPLICATED BY THE FACT THAT 
THE JEW WAS A TRAVELER. EVERYWHERE HE WENT I HE WAS THE STRANGER, 
THE DIFFERENT ONE, THE MINORITY. IN TIMES OF CRISIS I WHETHER IT 
WAS RUSSIA OR GERMANY OR S.PAIN, IT WAS ALWAYS THE MINORITY, THE 
VISIBLE MINORITY ~rlICH BECAME THE CONVENIENT SCAPEGOAT. FURTHER, 
THE INTELLECTUAL TRADITION OF THE JEW OFTEN WORKED TO HIS DIS­
ADVANTAGE. HE WAS RESENTED BECAUSE HE WAS ABLE TO READ AND WRITE AND 
ABLE TO BECOME A PROFESSIONAL AND EARN A DECENT LIVING. HE WAS 
RESENTED BECAUSE HIS WANDERINGS HAD FORCED HIM TO BECOME ADAPTABLE 
AND SUCCESSFUL IN W~TEVER SURROUNDINGS HE FOUND HIMSELF. HE WAS 
RESENTED BECAUSE THE LAWS EXCLUDED HIM FROM OWNERSHIP OF LAND, 



Page 5 

AND HE BECAME A MERCHANT WITH MONEY. HE WAS RESENTED ON THE ONE 
HAND BECAUSE OF HIS REFUSAL TO EAT AT ANOTHER'S TABLE, AND BECAUSE 
HE WAS FORCED TO LIVE IN HIS OWN ISOLATED GHETTO. HE WAS THE 
GREAT UNKNOWN QUANTITY; HE DRESSED DIFFERENTLY; HE DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
IN NORMA:c, PURSUITS LIKE HUNTING OR WAR. HE WAS AN INTANGIBLE; 'J 

MYSTERIOUS, SUSPECTED, HATED FOR IMAGINARY, PHANTASY-FED REASONS; 
AND, THEN, THERE WAS ALWAYS IN THE BACKGROUND THE CHARGE OF THE 
UNBELIEVER, THE CHR~ST-KILLER. 

STILL, FATHER FLANNERY DRAWS OUR ATTENTION TO A STARTLING 
FACT. IF HITLER'S ANTI-SEMITISM FED ON A STORED CHRISTIAN HATRED 
OF THE JEW, IT HAD ITS DEEPER PSYCHOLOGICAL BASE IN ANOTHER 
PHENOMENON. HITLER ATTACKED NOT ONLY THE SYNAGOGUE BUT THE CHURCH, 
AS WELL. HIS CALL WAS NOT TO A PURIFIED CHRISTIAN NATION BUT TO 
A NATION RID OF ALL BUT GERMANY'S PAGAN PAST. RAUSCHNING, ONE OF 
HITLER'S LIEUTENANTS, BPOKE DEROGATORILY ABOUT, ttCONSCIENCE ••. THAT 
JEWISH INVENTION". IN HIS "WELTANGSCHAUNG,IJ, HITLER ATTACKS THE 
JEWS FOR REPRESENTING SYMBOLICALLY TEE DEMANDS OF THE DIVINELY 
ESTABLISHED MORAL LAW, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, WHICH STOOD IN THE WAY 
OF HIS RADICIAL AMORALISM AND HIS DEIFICATION OF THE GERMAN STATE 
AND THE GERMAN VOLK. (Flannery, p. 271). 

Anti-Semites As Jesus Haters 

JACQUES MARITAIN HAS PERCEIVED THAT THE HATRED OF THE JEW IS 
AN UNCONSCIOUS HATRED OF JESUS HIMSELF. IT IS MARITAIN"S THEORY 
THAT THE CHRISTIAN ANTI-SEMITIC, INCAPABLE OF HATING CHRISTIA~ITY 
OPENLY, CENTERS HIS RESENTMENT OF JESUS AND HIS TEACHINGS ON HIS 
PEOPLE. MAURICE SAMUELS HAS SAID OF CHRISTIAN ANTI-SEMITES, "THEY 
MUST SPIT ON THE JEWS AS THE CHRIST-KILLERS, BECAUSE THEY LONG TO 
SPIT ON THE JEWS AS CHRIST-GIVERS" ••..• FATHER FLANNERY OBSERVES, 
HOFTEN THE RIGID CHRISTIAN •. IS THE MOST LIKELY CANDIDATE FOR ANTI­
SEMITISM ••• ONE MIGHT SAY THAT IN SUCH CASES ANTI-SEMITISM IS AN 
ATTRIBUTE OF THE SUP~CHRISTIAN. FLANNERY POINTS OUT THAT THE NAZIS 
LEADERS,HIMMLER, GOEBBELS, HOESS AND OTHERS,WERE PRODUCTS OF A 
"RIGID CATHOLIC PIETY II • IN REVOLTING AGAINST THEIR OWN STRICT 
BACKGROUND OF PURITANISM, THEY MADE THE AUTHORS OF THE ETHICAL 
LAWS, THE JEWS, INTO THE SYMBOL OF IMMORALITY, THE VERY OPPOSITE 
OF WHAT THEIR LAWS WOULD INDICATE THAT THEY WERE! FREUD, AND 
OTH~ PSYCHOLOGICAr1~RIENTED, HAYE SPOKEN OF THIS SIMPLE PRINCIPLE 
OF INVERSION WHICH IS AT THE HEART OF MANY CRIMES AND HATREDS. 
(Flannery, p. 271). 

I CANNOT CLOSE THES!: BRIEF INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON THE NATURE 
OF ANTI-SEMITISM WITHOUT MAKING THIS ADDITIONAL POINT. THE JEWS 
ARE NOT THE ONLY PEOPLE WHICH HAS SUFFERED IN HISTORY. MOREVER, THE 
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JEWS HAVE OFTEN LIVED HAPPILY. WE HAVE SURVIVED WHERE OTHER 
PERSECUTED PEOPLES HAVE BEEN. TOTALLY DESTROYED OR SUBMERGED. 
INDEED, lT IS, AT LEAST, PARTIALLY TRUE THAT OUR PERSECUTION 
HAS BEEN AN ASSET TO US, FOR IT HAS MADE US SEE THE FOLLY OF 
SUPER-NATIONALISM AND DICTATORSHIPS. FROM OUR WANDERINGS WE 
FAVE LEARNED HOW TO SELECT THE BEST OF MANY CULTURES, AND WE HAVE 
BEEN FORCED TO SHARPEN OUR INTELLECT AND OUR CHARACTER. I DO 

~~OT SAY THAT WE SHOULD LOOK UPON OUR SUFFERING AS A COMPLETE 
'BL~SSING I FOR WE HAVE SUFFERED FAR TOO MUCH FOR THAT, BUT I DO 
SAY \THAT IF WE CAN LOOK AT OUR SUFFERING OBJECTIVELY, WE CAN 
STI~L PROFIT IN SOME WAY FROM IT. MORE ABOUT THAT SUBJECT ON 
ANOTHER OCCASION. 

LET US TURN OUR ATTENTION NOW BRIEFLY TO THE 53RD CHAPTER 
OF THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH, WRITTEN PERHAPS 2500 YEARS 
AGO. THE PROPHET DESCRIBES IN 'lIRE PAST TENSE I A FIGURE WHOM 
JEWISH SCHOLARS UNDERSTAND, AND MANY OUTSTANDING CHRISTIAN 
SCHOLARS UNDERSTAND,TO BE THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE JEWISH 
PEOPLE. THE PROPHET SAYS, " ••• HE WAS DESPISED AND FORSAKEN OF 
MEN .••• HE WAS WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS ••.• SURELY, OUR 
DISEASES HE DID BEAR AND OUR PAINS HE CARRIED ••• II. CHRISTIANS 
HAVE PREFERRED TO TAKE THE PAST TENSE OF THE HEBREW AND MAKE 
IT A FUTURE TENSE. THEY SAY THAT ISAIAH WAS SPEAKING, IN THESE 
PASSAGES, OF THE YET-TO-BE CRUCIFIED JESUS. CHRISTIANS HAVE 
WEPT MUCH OVER THIS ONE JEW WHO SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF A NON­
JEWISH POWER, THE ROMANS. EACH EASTER, CHRISTIANS JOIN WITH 
JESUS IN THE WALK UP TO CAVALRY, PICTURING HIM AS CARRYING THE 
BUHnEN OF THE CROSS, WITH THE NAILS DRIVEN INTO HIS WRISTS, 
YET,THEY HAVE FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO WALK WITH aIS DESCENDENTS, 
CRUCIFIED AT AUSCHWITZ AND MAIDENEK AND AT A DOZEN OTHER PLACES. 
I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I DO NOT DESPAIR OF THE POSSIBILITY OF 
CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING IN THIS REGARD. THE TIME WILL COME WHEN, 
LIKE THE PAINTER CHAGALL, THEY WILL SEE JESUS, NOT AS THE PERSON­
IFICATION OF THE WASP, BUT AS A PERSONIFICATION OF THE JEW 
WRAPPED IN HIS TALLIS; OR, LIKE BERNARD MALAMUD IN liTHE FIXER" I 
THEY WILL SEE THE INCONGRUITY OF THE CHRISTIAN POLICEMAN, POINTING 
HIS GUN AT THE -'JEWISH INMATE OF THE PRISON AND SAYING, "FOR CHRIST' S 
SAKE, DIE". OR,LlKE ANDRE SCHWARTZBART, THE CHRISTIAN WILL COME 
TO SEE THE JEW NOT IN THE ROLE OF THE ROMAN CRUCIFIER (OR IN THE 
ROLE OF JUDAS), BUT AS THE POOR, BEAT UP JEWISH CHILD AMONGST THE 
GERMAN BULLIES, CRYING OUT TO HIS TORMENTORS, "LET HIM GO, LET 
HIM GO!" (liThe Last of the Just"). 

IN THE WORDS OF FATHER FLANNERY, tiTHE SIN OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
IS MANY THINGS, BUT IN THE END IT IS A DENIAL OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, A FAILURE OF CHRISTIAN HOPE." 


